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CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

TOPSFIELD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

Adopted,  December  14,  1894. 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  The  Topsfield  Historical  Society. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Its  object  is  the  collection,  preservation  and  study  of  all  historical  materials 
relating  to  the  town  of  Topsfield,  and  it  also  shall  be  the  the  purpose  of  the 
society  to  encourage  the  study  of  natural  history  in  its  various  branches. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  officers  shall  consist  of  a President,  Vice-President,  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
Curator,  and  an  executive  committee,  five  in  number,  of  which  the  President, 
Vice-President  and  Secretary  shall  be  ex  n^icio  members,. 

All  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  Secretary  shall  give  notice  of  all  meetings  and  record  their  proceedings, 
and  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  make  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Society  for  the 
preceding  year. 

I-Ie  shall  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  all  donations  and  preserve  a record 
of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  Society,  and  it 
shall  be  their  duty  to  select  suitable  subjects  for  discussion  at  each  meeting  and 
arrange  for  the  preparation  of  papers  or  addresses  on  the  same. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

All  persons  interested  in  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  eligible  for  membership. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Any  person  may  be  elected  a member  at  a regular  meeting  by  a majority  vote 
of  the  members  present  and  voting,  the  name  of  such  person  having  been  pro- 
posed in  writing  by  two  members  at  a previous  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

An  annual  fee  of  fifty  cents  shall  be  paid  in  advance  by  every  member. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Friday  of  every  month,  excepting 
June,  July  and  August,  and  the  meeting  held  in  January  shall  be  the  annual 
meeting  for  the  hearing  of  all  reports  and  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

ARTICLE  X. 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  by  a three-fourths 
vote  of  the  members  present,  notice  thereof  having  been  given  at  a preceding 
meeting. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


To  present  the  first  annual  report  I hope  that  some  means  can  be  de- 
of  a Historical  Society  is  an  honor  j vised  for  increasing  our  revenue  with 
but  few  have  had  the  opportunity  of  j this  end  in  view. 

embracing,  and  in  the  present  in- i About  the  first  of  February  our 
stance  I particularly  esteem  it,  be-  j volume  of  Historical  Collections  will 
cause  of  the  great  and  growing  sue-  j be  ready  for  distribution.  It  will 
cess  of  our  Society,  which  from  a j consist  of  about  one  hundred  pages 
humble  beginning  has  gradually  j of  text,  with  several  illustrations, 
gained  in  membership  and  influence  j The  executive  committee  have 
uutil  it  has  become  a factor  in  the  j thought  it  best  to  distribute  one  copy 
life  of  the  town  i to  each  member  gratis  and  hold  the 

Mv  connection  with  the  Society  | remainder  of  the  edition  at  a fixed 
has  been  a source  of  much  pleasure,  j price,  hoping  to  derive  a small  reve- 
and  the  custom  of  leguiarly  holding  j nue  from  their  sale.  While  many 
our  meetings  in  this  house  has  in  j other  Societies,  historical  and  philo- 
part,  I think,  added  to  their  interest,  | sophioal,  follow  the  practice  of 
the  social  feature  naturally  proving  j holding  their  reports  or  collections 
attractive,  so  that  it  gives  me  great ! at  a certain  price  irrespective  of 
pleasure  to  again  extend  to  you  an  j membership,  your  executive  commit- 
invitation  to  hold  here  the  future  j tee  have  thought  best  to  make  this 
meetings  of  our  Society.  | distribution  hoping  by  so  doing  to 

In  reviewing  the  work  accom- j bind  more  closely  the  membership  tie 
plished  during  the  past  year,  perhaps  ! and  place  in  the  hands  of  each  asso- 
the  two  more  prominent  features  are  | ciate,  whether  a resident  of  Topslield 
the  printing  of  historical  collections  ; or  living  in  some  distant  city,  yet 
and  the  gathering  of  a nucleus  for  a i alike  interested  in  our  work,  some 
cabinet  collection  of  relics  and  cu- ; tangible  evidence  of  their  affiliation 
riosities.  Of  the  latter  the  number  of  I with  our  Society, 
objects  is  as  yet  not  large',  but,  as  a There  have  been  ten  meetings  of 
small  room  in  the  Town  hall  has  been  the  society  held  during  the  past  year, 
so  kindly  set  aside  for  our  use  by  the  Tapers  have  been  prepared  and  read 
town  authorities,  it  is  hoped  our  by  the  following  members : Mrs.  T. 

funds  may  increase  and  during  the  lv.  Leach,  Mrs.  Haven,  Mrs.  G. War- 
coming  year  suitable  cabinets  may  be  ; ren  Towne,  Miss  Metta  Bradstreet, 
obtained  wherein  our  collection  of  Miss  Ada  Todd,  Miss  Esther  D win- 
historical  relics  may  be  properly  dis-  ell.  Miss  Hattie  Todd,  Miss  Bessie 
played,  safe  from  the  curious  hand-  Peabody,  Justin  Allen.  M.  1).,  Benj. 
ling  of  visitors.  The  expense  will  J.  Baleh,  John  II.  Towne.  W.  Don- 
not  be  great,  and  1 would  particular-  aklson.  C.  J.  Peabody,  J.  11.  Potter, 
ly  call  to  your  attention  the  needs  of  A.  M.  D^nlgo  and  your  secretary, 
the  Society  in  this  respect  with  the  and  several  of  the  papers  so  prepared 
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have  been  printed  in  the  collection. 

Sidney  Perley.  Esq.,  of  Salem,  was 
present  at  the  lirst  meeting  of  the 
society  and  spoke  on  organized  his- 
torical work.  At  the  March  meeting 
lion.  Robert  S.  Rantoul  of  Salem 
was  present  and  read  an  interesting 
paper  on  •■The  Era  of  the  Stage 
Coach.”  dune  19  a field  meeting 
was  held  at  the  agricultural  farm  and 
notwithstanding  severe  showers  a 
good  number  was  present.  Papers 
were  read  by  Mrs.  Abbie  W Tovvne, 
Beuj.  .1 . Balch.  Charles  .J.  Peabody 
and  your  secretary.  Several  points 
of  historical  interest  were  visited, 
the  company  finally  reaching  the 
house  of  George  F.  Averill,  who  very 
hospitably  threw  open  his  doors  and 
entertained  the  society  royally. 


John  Hood  Gould,  an  honorary 
member,  died  Feb.  11,  1895,  and  in 
his  death  the  society  meets  with  a 
great  loss. 

The  membership  at  the  present 
time  is  ninety-four  and  in  this  con- 
nection I would  cali  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  every  additional  mem- 
bership fee,  small  as  it  may  seem, 
aids  the  society  in  its  work  and 
broadens  the  range  of  its  usefulness. 
We  need  a larger  membership.  We 
should  find  inscribed  on  our  rolls 
many  interested  in  our  work,  though 
non-residents  of  Topsfield.  The 
value  of  the  historical  collections 
might  be  held  up  as  an  inducement 
toward  an  increased  membership,  but 
in  any  case  let  each  member  propose 
one  new  name  during  the  coming 


On  Sept.  20  a well  attended  public  j year  and  by  so  doing  double  our  roll. 

I would  suggest  that  the  office  of 
Danvers  i curator  be  separated  from  that  of 
| secretary  and  an  organized  effort  be 
; made  toward  the  accumulation  of 
large  additions  to  our  cabinet  collec- 
tions. In  many  an  old  attic  in  town 
lie  buried  valuable  relics  of  a by- 
Charles  .J.  ! gone  day,  and  with  the  acquisition  of 
biographical  | closed  cabinets  each  member  should 
take  particular  pride  in  preserving 


meeting  was  held  at  the  Town  hall  j 
when  Ezra  Hines,  Esq  , of 
delivered  an  address  on  the  ••.Mean- 
ing and  Value  of  Historical  Socie- 
ties” and  also  described  his  search 
for  the  portraits  of  the  Browne  fam- 
ily. the  builders  of  the  Poll}7  hill 
mansion  in  Danvers 
Peabody  also  read  a 
sketch  on  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleaveland 


At  the  December  meeting  Rev.  A.  P.  | for  the  society  these  various  objects. 


was  present  and  j that  fittingly  might  represent  the  his- 
toric life  of  our  town  from  the  ear- 
liest times. 


on  ‘‘Our  Ilistori- 


Putnam,  president  of  the  Danvers  | and  in  time  would  result  a collection 
Historical  Society, 
delivered  a lecture 
cal  Societies.” 

The  donations  to  the  cabinet  num- 
ber 22,  and  to  the  library  15.  These 
will  In'  properly  acknowledged  in  the 
introductory  pages  of  the  historical 
collect  ions. 


Respectfully  submitted. 

Gko.  Fns.  Dow, 

Secretary. 


■ 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

For  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1895. 

Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

Annual  dues 

o 

© 

CO 

a* 

1 

I Printing  historical  col. 

$16.50 

Geo.  L.  Gould,  donation 

2.00 

Printing,  typewriting,  etc. 

5.40 

Postal  cards 

10.70 

Record  books 

1.50 

Warren  Blues’  equipments 

7.00 

Rent  Town  hall 

2.50 

Lecturer’s  expenses 

1.10 

$45.00 

$44.70 

Balance  on  hand 

.30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Frs.  Dow, 

Treasurer. 

Donations  for  year 

ending  Jan.  3, 

1896. 

Cabinet. 

Aug.  24,  1887 ; badge,  25th 

Cummings,  Miss  Julia  A. 

, Boxford — 

Natl.  Encampment  G 

. A.  R., 

Arrow  head. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  1891 

; framed 

Dodge,  Albeit  M. — Cabinet  case  and 
collection  of  birds’  eggs  number- 
ing 1 1 (j  varieties. 

Dow,  Eugene  M. — Battered  silver 
spoon  found  on  Price’s  Mill, 
monogram  B.  B.  II. 

Dow,  Geo.  Frs. — Spinning  wheel ; 
piece,  of  live  oak  keel  of  11.  M. 
S.  Somerset,  wrecked  on  Cape 
Codin  1770;  two  Indian  arrow 
heads  ; stone  implement  used  for 
sharpening  Indian  tools;  badge. 
Mass.  Society  Sons  of  Ameri- 
can Revolution  ; badge,  Essex 
Co.  Rep.  Convention,  Salem. 


portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Gould,  John  H. — Hair  trunk  former- 
ly the  property  of  Jacob  Townc  ; 
ivory  headed  cane  formerly  the 
property  of  Jacob  Towne  ; green 
silk  umbrella  formerly  the  prop- 
erty of  Jacob  P.  Towne. 

Hutchings,  Mrs.  Esther  W. — Feather 
plume  worn  by  Jeremiah  .Stone, 
M.  1).,  when  surgeon  of  the 
Topsfield  Warren  Blues  in  I860. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Arthur — Brass  bar- 
relled pistol  picked  up  on  the 
battlefield  of  Stonington.  Conn. 

Kimball,  Paul  R. — Banner  of  the 
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Topslield  Fremont  and  Dayton  [ Davis,  Andrew  McF.,  Cambridge — 
Club,  1850.  Historical  work  in  Mass,  pampk. 

Pray,  Reuel  B. — Deck-light  from  U.  1893,  55  pp. 

8.  S.  S.  Mendota  ; gavel  turned  | Edwards,  Benj.  P. — Three  shares 
from  the  oaken  frame  of  the  old  j stock  of  Eastern  stage  company. 
Israel  Gallup  house ; piece  of  Haven,  Mrs.  Theodore  W. — News- 


core  boring  from  the  largest  gun  | 
in  the  U.  8.  navy,  from  Wash-  j 
ingtoo  Navy  Yard,  1892. 

Stevens,  Albert  W. — Pieces  of  clay  j 
pipes  from  a chimney  founds-  j 
tion  in  an  old  cellar  near  Crook- : 
ed  Pond  in  Boxford  ; (see  Per-  | 
lev's  dwellings  of  Boxford,  page  j 
136);  two  ancient  iron  peat  I 
forks ; piece  of  chestnut  wood  j 
excavated  from  the  pit  of  the  ; 
Topslield  copper  mine  in  1840.  j 
having  been  buried  at  the  work-  j 
mg  of  the  mine  in  1771. 

Webster.  Albert — Indian  stone  axe.  ! 

Welch,  Mrs.  Ellen  H. — Wooden  ) 
tablet  inscribed  with  the  date  i 
1759,  formerly  fastened  to  the  | 
front  of  t he  gallery  in  the  old 
meeting-house. 

Library. 

Averell,  Sidney  W. — Account  book 
and  ledger  of  David  Hobbs, 
1774-94,  72  pages. 

Chandler,  James  H. — Newspaper, 
extra  number  of  Meriden, Conn., 
Republican,  Aug.  20,  1881,  con- 
taining account  of  life  and  death 
of  President  James  A.  Garfield. 


paper,  Salem  Gazette,  Mar.  28, 
1800;  certificate  of  stoc-k  in 
Topslield  Agricultural  Library, 
March  24,  1860;  newspaper, 

Columbian  Centinel,  Dec.  22, 
1810;  tax  collector’s  warrant, 
1773;  receipt  for  Revolutionary 
service  July  11,  1776,  Andrew 
Gould. 

Johnson.  Mrs.  Arthur — Universal 
Geography  by  Rev.  Elijah  Par- 
rish, Newburyport,  1808.  214  pp. 

Lake,  Henry  W. — Newspaper,  New- 
buryport Herald,  Nov.  17,  1834, 
containing  account  of  political 
celebration  in  Topslield. 

Perlev.  Sidney,  Salem — Newspapers. 
Salem  Gazette  Sept.  30,  1774 
and  Oct  7,  1774. 

Poor.  Joseph  B. — History  of  the 
emblem  of  the  codfish  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Boston,  1895,62  pp. 

Welch,  Mrs.  Ellen  II. — Catalogues 
of  Topslield  Academy  for  1840, 
1855,  1856. 

Gf.o.  Frs.  Dow, 

Curator. 


' 
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INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS  AT  THE  FIRST  REGULAR  MEET- 
ING OF  THE  TOPSFIELD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


JAN  4,  1S95,  BY  THE 
ALLEN 

-It  seoras  proper  on  ac  occasion  like 
this,  when  a newly  organized  Historical 
society  is  about  to  enter  upon  its  appro- 
priate work,  that  it  should  glance  over 
the  field  to  be  occupied  and  touch  upon 
some  of  the  points  that  will  more  partic- 
ularly engage  its  attention. 

The  history  of  the  town  and  of  events 
having  relation  near  or  more  remote  to 
the  town  history  will  afford  an  ample 
field  for  our  study  and  investigation. 

We  Deed  not  be  content  with  com- 
mencing our  studies  with  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  town  by  Europeans.  These 
hills  and  valleys  were  previously  inhabit- 
ed by  other  races  than  our  own,  who 
have  left  traces  of  their  occupaucy.  A 
very  few  of  the  race  that  inhabited  this 
region  were  found  in  eastern  Massachu- 
setts when  the  first  European  emigrants 
arrived.  The  previous  generations  that 
occupied  this  locality  have  left  a meagre 
history  iu  rude  implements  used  iu  their 
peaceful  pursuits,  in  the  chase,  and  in 
war. 

There  is  a place  in  this  town  which 
from  the  many  pre-historic  relics  found 
there  is  called  the  “wigwam. '*  There  is 
another  place  where  there  have  been 
found  irregular  pieces  of  flint,  and  flint 
chips.  The  material  was  doubtless 
brought  from  a distance  and  manufac- 
tured into  arrow-heads,  spear-heads,  and 
whatever  other  articles  the  needs  and 
ingenuity  of  the  residents  might  have 
devised.  This  is  strong  evidence  that 
the  aborigines  had  a permanent  residence 
here.  If  such  were  the  case  it  is  prob 
able  that  they  buried  their  dead  here 
also,  and  that  their  remains  lit*  some- 
where in  the  soil  of  our  town.  L am  not 
aware  that  any  Indian  bones  have  been 
found  within  those  limits.  It  may  be 
reserved  for  a member  of  this  society  to 
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unearth  a long  concealed  Indian  bury- 
iug-ground. 

The  town  records  afford  the  most  reli- 
able source  for  the  civil  history  of  the 
place,  as  an  incorporated  municipality. 
The  oldest  records  are  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  read,  on  account  of  their  worn  and 
to  some  extent  illegible  condition,  as 
well  as  their  ancient  orthography  and 
quaint  chirograpby.  The  labor  of  de- 
ciphering and  transcribing  some  of  the 
more  difficult  portions  of  the  records  has 
been  undertaken  by  one  of  our  number, 
and  we  shall  know  more  from  the  records 
of  the  town  than  it  has  been  practicable 
to  know  heretofore. 

With  regard  to  aoc’ent  laudmarks  the 
location  of  the  residences  of  the  early, 
inhabitants,  the  boundaries  of  farms  and 
early  grants,  and  the  elucidation  o(  many 
obscure  allusions  in  the  town  records, 
very  much  can  be  learned  by  a patient 
perusal  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

Old  deeds  aud  papers  that  have  with- 
stood the  waste  of  time  and  have  been 
preserved  in  maDy  of  the  old  families 
will  often  give  a clew  to  the  establish- 
ment of  important  facts.  The  same  may- 
be said  of  such  topics  as  the  history  of 
old  houses,  old  cellars,  aud  the  location 
of  old  roads.  Contemporary  with  the 
town  records  is  the  ecclesiastical  history 
of  the  town.  Church  records,  memoran- 
da kept  by  the  ministers  and  others  are 
important  in  throwing  light  upon  all 
matters  relating  to  the  religious  lile  of 
the  people.  They  are  also  valuable  in  a 
genealogical  point  of  view.  Obscure 
points  in  family  history  may  be  cleared 
up  which  would  otherwise*  remain  doubt- 
ful or  unknow u. 

Events  of  wider  interest  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  state  of  New 
England  and  of  the  United  States,  having 
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ANNE  BRADSTREET. 

HER  LIFE  AND  WORKS. 


BY  METTA  B 

Anue  Bradstreet,  noted  a9  the  earliest 
female  poet  in  America,  was  the  daugh 
ter  of  Thomas  Dudley  aod  wife  of  Simon 
Bradstreet,  two  of  the  founders  and  early 
governors  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony. 

The  ancestry  of  .that  branch  of  the 
Dudley  family  to  which  Madam  Brad- 
street belonged  is  simply  a matter  of 
conjecture.  Extensive  researches  have 
failed  to  provs  the  connection  with  John 
Dudley  Duke  of  Northumberland,  which 
several  of  the  Dudley  descendants  claim. 

Her  father,  Thomas  Dudley,  was  born 
in  Lincolnshire,  Eng.,  in  1576  or  ’77  and 
was  the  onlv  son  of  Captain  Roger  Dud- 
ley who  fell  in  battle  In  1586.  Thomas 
was  taken  from  school  at  an  early  age 
aud  became  a page  in  the  family  of  Lord 
Compton.  After  this  he  served  as  a 
lawyer’s  clerk,  and  then  we  find  him  at 
the  head  of  a body  of  eighteen  volun- 
teers, part  of  a force  colie  jted  by  Eliza- 
beth to  aid  the  French  king.  From  these 
various  occupations  he  derived  consider- 
able legal  skill,  straightforwardness, 
honesty  and  courage.  Under  the  preach- 
ing of  the  famous  Puriiau  minister, 
Dodd,  he  became  a Nonconformist  and 
ever  alter  adhered  strictly  to  the  views 
which  he  adopted. 

For  several  years  Dudley  was  steward 
of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln’s  estate,  then  he 
removed  to  B >stou,  Lincolnshire,  where 
he  became  acquainted  with  Rev.  Johu 
Cotton,  his  afterward  companion  In  the 
New  World.  His  wife,  Dorothy,  is 
spoken  of  In  the  record  of  their  marriage 
as  a “Gentlewoman  whole  Extract  and 
Eftate  were  Gonfiderable.”  Anne  was 
their  second  child,  born  in  1612,  probubly 
at  Northampton.  Of  her  early  youth  aud 
bringing  up  wo  know  but  little.  She 
was  evidently  religiously  and  strictly 
trained  aud  from  her  works  it  is  plain 
that  she  had  road  and  studied  with  unus- 
ual diligence  for  one  of  her  ueo  aud  sex. 
At  litis  lime  site  had  a rich  field  of  study. 


RADSTREET. 

The  quarter  of  a century  preceding  the 
departure  of  the  Mass.  Bay  Company 
was  one  of  the  most  glorious  in  the  his- 
tory of  English  literature.  New  books 
were  appearing  it  unwonted  numbers. 
Spenser,  Sidney,  Shakespeare,  and  Cer- 
vautes  had  recently  died  leaving  choice 
additions  to  the  literature  of  the  world. 

In  this  period  of  literary  activity  Mad- 
am Bradstreet  passed  the  first  eighteen 
years  of  her  life.  With  literary  tastes 
her  surroundings  during  this  time  were 
such  as  to  create  and  satisfy  a desire  for 
poetical  and  historical  studies.  Of  her 
mother,  who  died  in  1643  at  the  age  of 
61,  little  is  known,  not  even  her  maiden 
name.  In  an  epitaph  to  her,  her  daugh- 
ter says  : 

“A  worthy  matron  of  unspotted  life, 

A loving  mother,  and  obedient  wife” — 
and  farther  on  in  the  poem, 

“A  true  instructor  of  her  family 
The  which  she  ordered  with  dexterity.” 
Her  father,  too,  seems  to  have  taken 
especial  pains  in  instructing  this  daugh- 
ter if  we  may  judge  from  what  she  says 
of  him  : 

“lie  was  my  father-,  guide,  instructor  too, 
And  who  outre  cause  to  boast  his  worth 
than  I, 

Who  heard,  or  saw,  observed,  or  knew 
him  heller. 

And  who  nliver  than  I,  a greater  debtor.” 

At  i lie  age  of  sixteen  she  was  married 
to  Simon  Bradstreet,  the  son  of  a Non- 
conformist minister  of  Lincolnshire. 
Bradstreet  was  born  at  Horhllng,  March, 
1603.  He  was  educated  ut  the  grammar 
school  until  he  was  fourteen,  when  ids 
father’s  death  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  leave,  lie  wastukeii  into  the  family 
of  ilie  Hurl  of  Lincoln  under  the  cure  of 
Dudley.  He  was  at  Emmanuel  College 
one  year,  having  had,  as  he  himself  wrote, 
“a  very  pleasant  but  unprofitable  time  lu 
the  society  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln’s  broth- 
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er  and  other  companions.”  Notwith- 
standing this  he  became  a good  scholar, 
taking  his  bachelor’s  degree  in  1620  and 
bis  master’s  four  years  later.  On  Dud- 
ley's removal  to  Lincolnshire  he  became 
steward  in  his  place  managing  the  estate 
with  equal  skill,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  held  the  same  position  to 
the  aged  Countess  of  Warwick. 

Religious  and  political  affairs  in  Eng- 
land being  in  a bad  state  and  boding  ill 
for  the  future,  on  June  26th,  1629.  Dud- 
ley with  eleven  others  signed  an  agree- 
ment whereby  they  pledged  themselves 
to  remove  with  their  families  to  New 
England  by  the  first  of  the  next  March, 
provided  the  wholegovernmeLt,  together 
with  the  patent,  should  be  legally  trans- 
ferred belore  the  last  of  September  to 
remain  with  such  plantation.  Although 
Dudley  had  from  1627  beeu  interested  in 
the  planting  of  a colony  he  evidently  had 
no  connection  with  the  company  till  Oct. 
15,  1629.  On  that  day  he  and  Winthrop 
were  first  present  at  a meeting.  On  Oct. 
20,  Dudley  was  chosen  an  assistant,  and 
on  Mar.  18,  Bradstreet  was  elected  to  the 
same  office.  From  that  time  they  devot- 
ed their  lives  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany, holding  various  high  offices,  and 
had  at  limes  committed  to  them  the 
arrangement  of  business  of  vital  conse 
queoce  to  the  Colony.  On  board  the 
“Arbeila,”  Mar.  23d,  Dudley  was  chosen 
Deputy-Governor  In  place  of  Mr.  John 
Humphrey,  who  wus  to  stay  behind  in 
England. 

On  Monday,  March  23d,  the  little  band 
of  Puritans  set  sail  in  tiielr  lour  smull 
vessels,  the  “Arbeila,”  “Talbot,”  “Am- 
brose,” “ Jevvt-ll. ” Most  of  the  prominent 
people  were  on  the  “Arbeila.”  Among 
them  were  Isaac  Johnson  and  his  wife, 
the  delicate  Lady  Arbeila;  and  here,  too, 
was  the  governor,  John  Winthrop.  With 
tlnm,  without  doubt,  were  Mrs.  Brad- 
street,  her  father,  mother  and  husband. 
“From  April  Gth  till  June  12th  they  did 
not  again  set  loot  on  dry  land  aud  then 
It  was  to  tread  the  soil  of  the  New 
World.”  They  had  a long,  cold,  rainy 
voyage,  tho dioarlr.essof  which  they  tried 
to  cheer  hy  preaching,  singing,  lusis  and 
thanksgiving.  Small  wonder,  that  the 
heart  of  our  poetess  thus  called  upon  to 


leave  her  native  country  with  its  many 
attractions,  and  her  pleasant  home  with 
its  dear  associations,  rebelled  for  a while 
at  the  desolate,  even  dangerous  prospect 
before  her.  On  the  seventy-second  day 
of  their  voyage  the  homesick,  sea-worn 
travellers  came  in  sight  of  the 
rocky  but  welcome  shores  of  Mt.  Desert. 
“We  had  now,  fair  sunshine  weather  and 
so  pleasant  a sweet  air  as  did  much 
refresh  us,  and  there  came  a smell  off  the 
shore  like  the  smell  of  a garden,”  writes 
Winthrop. 

They  landed  at  Sajem,  then  after  ex- 
ploring the  Charles  and  Mystic  Rivers 
they  brought  their  goods  to  Charlestown 
and  here  made  a settlement  of-  fifteen 
hundred  people.  The  colony  here  was 
brokeu  up  because  of  lack  of  running 
water,  general  sickness,  etc.,  and  they 
went  for  a while  to  Boston  across  the 
river.  In  December,  1630,  they  decided 
upoD  Cambridge  (then  called  Newtown) 
as  a good  location  for  their  colony.  Here 
Dudley  and  Bradstreet  both  resided,  the 
former’s  house  standing  at  the  corner  of 
the  present  Duuster  and  South  Streets. 
BradstreU’s  stood  near  the  colleges,  on 
the  spot  where  the  University  Bookstore 
of  Messrs.  Sever  and  Francis  on  Harvard 
Square,  now  is.  Here  Madam  Brad- 
si  reefs  first  poem  was  written  in  1632, 
at  the  age  of  19,  “Upon  a Fit  of  Sick- 
nefs.”  N 

In  1635,  Dudley  and  Bradstreet  are 
found  enrolled  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Ipswich.  There  they  continued  from 
1635  to  nearly  1644.  Mrs.  Bradstreet 
mentions  her  residing  there,  hut  we  have 
no  particulars  respecting  her  stay  In  that 
town.  One  of  her  long  poems,  “A  Dia- 
logue between  Old  England  and  New,” 
was  written  there. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1634  or  ’5,  we 
have  this  record:  “It  Is  ordered  that  the 
land  abouic  Cochlehowlcko  shall  be  re- 
served for  an  inland  plantation,”  etc. 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  what  wus 
afterward  the  town  of  Andover.  The 
early  settlements  were  made  in  that  pail 
near  Cochichowlek  Brook,  now  known  os 
North  Andover.  To  tills  settlement 
come  Simon  Bradstreet  and  Ills  wile 
sometime  previous  to  1644.  Hero  Madam 
Bradstreet  lived  a Imsy,  useful  life,  her 
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lime  fully  occupied  by  the  cares  of  her 
family,  attendance  on  religious  meetings, 
and  other  duties  incumbent  upon  her  as 
the  wife  of  a popular  magistrate.  Iler 
husband,  too,  was  often  absent  from 
home  for  long  periods,  intent  upon  the 
business  of  the  colony,  once  even  return- 
ing to  England.  Those  were  times  of 
great  gloom  and  hardship  to  our  poetess, 
as  the  letters  written  to  her  husband  at 
those  periods  will  show.  The  time 
which  she  spent  in  verse-making  was 
curtailed  from  tier  sleep  und  other  re- 
freshments. 'rile  house  which  they 
occupied  there  was  burned  to  the  ground 
July  10th,  1666.  Many  of  her  books  and 
valuable  manuscripts  were  thus  destroyed 
among  them  them  the  closing  part  of  her 
poem,  “The  Foui  Monarchies,”  on  which 
she  had  spent  much  time  and  labor.  The 
accident  was  so  discouraging  that  she 
had  uo  heart  to  proceed  further,  and  left 
the  poem  forever  unfinished. 

Not  far  from  the  site  of  the  first  meet- 
ing-house of  Andover  is  a large,  old- 
fashioned  house,  the  oldest  in  the  place. 
It  has  always  been  believed  in  the  town 
that  this  was  ihe  Governor’s  house,  built 
to  take  the  place  of  that  burned,  and  Its 
size,  solidity  of  construction  and  posi- 
tion tend  to  strengthen  the  belief.  If  so 
Madam  Eradstreet  must  have  lived  in  it 
a few  years,  as  she  did  not  die  till  1672, 
six  years  after  the  fire,  and  then  in  Ando- 
ver. The  house  was  later  known  to  be 
the  residence  of  their  son  Dudley.  It 
stauds  on  the  old  Haverhill  and  Boston 
road,  within  a few  feet  ol  the  way,  and 
has  a southerly  aspect.  It  has  two  full 
stories  in  front  but  sloped  to  a single  one 
in  the  rear.  The  doors  are  small  and 
low.  The  frame  of  the  house  Is  very 
heavy  with  massive  old  timbers;  an 
immense  chimney  i uus  up  in  the  centre. 

Mrs.  Bradstreet  had  eight  children. 
First,  Samuel,  who  was  educated  at 
Harvard  College  and  practiced  as  a phy- 
sician in  Bostou  for  muuy  years,  died  In 
the  island  of  Jumuica  where  he  had  re- 
moved. Second,  Dorothy,  who  married 
the  ltev.  Seaborn  Colton,  eldest  son  of 
the  Rev.  John  Colton  of  Boston.  Third, 
Sarah,  who  married  Richard  Hubbard  at 
Ipswich,  brother  of  the  Rev.  Win.  Hub- 
bard, the  historian.  After  Ids  death, 


she  married  Maj.  Samuel  Ward  of  Mar- 
blehead. Fourth,  Simon,  also  educated 
at  Harvard,  and  ordained  pastor  of  the 
church  at  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1670. 
Fifth,  Hannah,  married  Andrew  Wiggin 
of  Exeter,  N.  H.  Sixth,  Mercy,  married 
Maj.  Nathaniel  Wade  of  Medford. 
Seventh,  Dudley,  who  resided  in  Ando- 
ver, holding  several  important  offices  in 
the  town.  During  the  witch-craft  delu- 
sion he,  as  magistrate,  grauted  thirty  or 
forty  warrants  lor  the  apprehension  and 
Imprisonment  of  the  supposed  witches, 
but  refusing  to  grant  more  he  fell  him- 
self a victim  to  the  same  charge  and  was 
obliged  to  secrete  himself  for  a while. 
He  died  in  1702,  having  wou  the  love  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 
Eighth,  John,  born  in  Andover  1652  and 
resided  in  Topstteld  on  Governor  Brad- 
street’s  grant  of  laud  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town.  He  married  Sarah,  daugh 
ter  of  Rev.  William  Perkins  of  this  town. 
They  had  five  children.  He  died  iu  Tops- 
tieid,  Jan.  11,  1718. 

All  but  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  were 
living  at  the  time  of  Madam  Bradstreet’s 
death  in  1672,  at  Lite  age  of  sixty.  Her 
burial-place  is  unknown.  No  stone  bear- 
ing tier  name  cun  be  found  iu  the  old 
burying  ground  at  Andover.  It  is  prob- 
able that  her  remains  weie  deposited  iu 
her  father’s  tomb  iu  Iioxbury.  It  is  also 
unfortunate  that  there  is  no  poitrait  of 
her  in  existence.  Four  years  alter  her 
death,  her  husband  married  again,  this 
time  to  the  widow  of  Capt.  Joseph  Gard- 
ner of  Salem,  and  daughter  of  Emmuuuel 
Downing 

Anne  Brudst .reefs  descendants  huve 
been  numerous  and  many  have  achieved 
fame  lu  the  world  of  letters.  Some  of 
the  most  imlcd  are,  her  grandson,  Rev. 
Simon  Brudstreet,  who  though  eccentric, 
was  one  of  the  most  learned  meu  of  his 
day.  Dr.  William  Ellery  Chanuing,  the 
celebrated  divine,  ltev.  Joseph  Buck- 
minster of  Pot tsmonth  und  Ills  son. 
Richard  II.  Dunn,  the  poet,  and  the  lion. 
Richard  11.  Dana,  Jr  , eminent  us  a man 
ol  letters  and  lawyer.  Doctor  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  poet  and  humorist. 
Mr.  Wendell  Phillips,  the  orator. 

Mis.  Brudstreel’s  poems  show  thut  she 
had  been  a faithful  student  of  history,  uu 
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assiduous  reader  aDd  a keen  observer  of 
nature  and  of  what  was  taking  place  both 
at'  home  and  abroad.  Her  familiarity 
with  the  Bible  is  apparent  aH  through 
ber  writings.  Du  Burtas,  a French  poet 
whose  works  were  regarded  with  much 
favor  by  the  Puritans,  was  her  favorite 
author.  The  general  idea  of  her  longer 
poems  may  have  been  suggested  by  a 
study  of  his  works.  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
writer,  poet,  and  soldier,  Was  another 
favorite,  as  her  eulogy  on  him  will  fthow. 

Although  Madam  Bradstreet’s  works 
may  be  greatly  inferior  to  what  women 
since  her  day  have  accomplished,  up  to 
tnat  time  no  poet  of  her  sex  in  Europe 
had  written  anything  of  equal  literary 
merit.  She  was  a loving  wife  and  a ten- 
der mother.  Her  children  were  constant- 
ly on  her  mind.  Prompted  by  her  love 
for  them  she  wrote  out  her  religious  ex- 
periences in  a little  book,  in  which  she 
also  kept  a record  of  sickness,  religion, 
etc.  The  book  is  thus  dedicated  : 

“To  my  dear  children  : — 

This  book  by  any  yet  unread, 

I leave  for  you  when  I am  dead  ; 

That  being  gone  here  you  may  find 
What  was  your  living  mother’s  mind. 
Make  use  of  what  I leave  in  love, 

And  God  shall  bless  you  from  above.” 

From  some  oi  her  poems  it  appears 
that  she  must  have  loved  to  wander  in 
the  woods  and  fields  and  have  found 
there  the  companionship  which  she 
missed  elsewhere.  Her  constant  study- 
ing and  writing  had  evidently  exposed 
her  to  the  criticism  of  her  neighbors. 
The  fact  of  a woman’s  being  able  to  com- 
pose uuything  of  any  merit  was  then  re- 
gal ded  with  the  greatest  surprise  and 
dNduln.  Despite  the  danger  from  wild 
beasts  which  inhabited  the  woods,  and 
the  Indians  whose  assaults  were  a con 
stunt  dread,  she  continued  to  visit  field 
and  forest,  meditating  on  their  winning 
charms  and  grand  and  silent  beauty  : 
and  to  ramble  along  the  banks  of  her 
loved  Merrimac,  where  . many  of  her 
poems  were  composed.  The  graceful 
beauty  of  one  of  these,  her  “Contempla- 
tions,” leads  us  to  wish  that  she  hud  spent 
less  time  over  her  histories  and  sought 
more  often  the  fair  fuc<  of  nature.  This 


one  poem  proves  her  more  truly  a poet 
than  the  many  others  which  she  wrote. 
All  the  poems  in  the  first  edition  of  her 
works  were  written  before  she  was  thirty, 
though  they  were  not  published  until 
1650  and  then  without  her  consent  or 
knowledge.  The  later  editions  contain 
several  poems  found  among  her  papers 
at  her  death  and  which  seem  not  intended 
for  publication.  Having  had  from  birth 
i very  delicate  constitution  and  through 
life  many  sicknesses,  fevers,  etc.,  she 
boie  all  with  meekness  and  resignation. 
In  spile  of  her  feeble  health  she  con- 
tinued to  write  till  near  the  date  of  her 
death. 

Iu  1647,  Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  her 
sister  Mercy’s  husband,  sailed  lor  Eng- 
land, taking  with  him  Iho  manuscript 
poems  of  our  author.  These  he  had 
published  iu  London  iu  1650  under  the 
title  of  “The  Tenth  Mule  Lately  fprung 
up  in  America.  Or  Severall  Poems, 
compiled  with  great  variet}r  of  Wit  and 

Learning, By  a Gentlewoman  in  thofe 

parts.”  They  were  introduced  to  the 
reader  in  a short  preface  in  which  the 
author  is  described  as  “a  Woman,  hon- 
oured and  efieemed  where  f'he  lives,  for 
her  gracious  demeanour,  her  eminent 
parts,  her  pious  converfatiou,  her  cour- 
teous deposition,  her  exact  diligence  in 
her  place,  and  difereet  managing  of  her 
family.”  He  also  adds:  “Ifearethe  dif- 
pleasure  of  no  perfou  In  the  publllhing  of 
thefs  Poems  but  the  Author’s,  without 
whofe  kuowledge  und  contrary  to  her 
expectations  I have  prefumed  to  bring  to 
publick  view  what  file  refolved  fhould 
never  in  fuch  manner  fee  the  Sun.”  The 
poems  were  most  extravagantly  praised 
on  llielr  appearance  by  Rev.  N.  Ward, 
Colton  Mather,  Rev.  BenJ.  Woodbridge, 
President  Rogers  of  Uurvurd  University, 
and  others. 

On  the  merits  of  her  productions  I will 
say  but  little,  leaving  the  listener  as  judge 
for  himself.  One  can  hardly  expect  that 
after  “twice  drinking  the  nectar  of  her 
lines”  you  will  “welter  In  delight”  like 
her  enthusiastic  critic,  Pres.  Rogers. 
Iiveu  If  they  do  not  show  much  poetic 
genius,  they  ur.e  certainly  remarkable 
when  we  consider  the  time,  place,  und 
circumstances  under  which  they  were 
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written.  She  must  have  been  a brave 
sinyer  who  could  find  heart  for  song 
amid  the  danger  and  hardships  incident 
upon  life  in  the  New  World  at  that  time. 
Her  poems  are  quaint  and  curious.  They 
contain  beautiful  and  original  thoughts, 
some  of  which  are  not  badly  expressed 
aud  they  lorm  an  odd  and  valuable  relic 
of  the  earliest  literature  of  our  country. 
The  listener  must  bear  in  mind  that  no 
congenial  and  gifted  minds  were  near  to 


cheer  or  inspire  her,  no  circle  of  brilliant 
wits  to  sharpen  and  brighten  her  intel- 
lect. She  had  no  beautiful  environments, 
no  famous  works  of  art  to  elevate  or 
direct  her  taste,  but  the  country  was  a 
barren  wilderness,  destitute  of  all  poeti- 
cal associations.  Life  was  then  a series 
of  hard,  obstinate  facts,  and  the  people 
among  whom  our  songstress  was  called 
to  dwell  were  the  last  in  the  world  to 
encourage  or  appreciate  a poet. 


The  Burning  0f  Rea  Tavern,  Tep&field, 
October,  1836. 

A paper  prepared  by  Mrs.  T.  K.  Leach  and  read  before  the  Topsfleld  Historical 
Society,  Friday  evening,  April  5th,  1895. 


| lu  the  year  1836,  Mr.  Leach  and  myself 
were  married  aud  came  to  Topsfleld  the 
; second  day  of  May.  We  moved  into  Mr. 

! Fred  Perley’s  new  house,  the  one  owned 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Gould  today.  In  the 
i house  lived  four  families;  in  the  upper 
j tenement*  lived  the  families  of  Nehemiah 
Batch  and' Joseph 'Lovett,  aud  Deu.  John 
Wright,  and  our  family  occupied  thelovx- 
f er  floor.  Mr.  Johu  Wright  manufactured 
shoes  and  employed  mauy  rae'i,  some  of 
l whom  he  boarded  in  his  own  family.  Of 
the  many  who  lived  in  the  house  at  that 
time,  I know  ol  but  two  besides  mysell 
who  u>e  alive  today,  Mr.  David  Adams  of 
Lynn,  and  Mr.  Nehemiah  liulch’s  spu 
! Charles  of  Lowell,  who  was  a mere  child 
1 three  years  old,  at  that  time.  On  the 
' opposite  side  ol  the  street  from  which 
we  lived,  stood  the  Ilea  tavern,  which 
was  a large  two-story  square  house,  a 
burn  or  stable  owned  by  Mr.  John  Ilea, 
and  a two-story  building,  which  v\as 
! occupied  by  the  llrm  o"  Herrick  & Perkins 
(Charles  llerrick  & Amos  Perkins)  lu  the 
['  manufacture  of  shoes, 
j At  the  time  ol  which  l write,  we  were 
all  young  and  lull  ol  life,  and  the  calls 
we  made  on  one  another  were  uumeious 
and  not  very  ceremonious.  1 often  ran 


across  the  street  to  see  Eliza  Bradstreet, 
the  house-keeper  of  Mr.  John  Rea,  and 
Betsey  Gould,  the  maid  servant,  who 
afterwards  became  Mrs.  Samuel  Adams. 
As  Mr.  Ilea  was  a widower  and  Eliza  his 
house- keeper,  we  often  joked  with  Eliza 
at  the  prospect  ol  her  becoming  Mrs. 
Ilea,  which  Elizu  would  promptly  reseut. 
Bets*  y wus  not  slow,  aud  with  what  aid 
I could  give  her,  we  made  the  Laveiu 
riug  with  laughter  aud  mirth. 

Now,  about  the  Are  which  consumed 
the  tavern,  sluble  aud  stioe  iuctory,  in 
the  full  of  the  year  1836.  I was  awaken- 
ed otic  Monday  morning  iu  October, 
about  one  o’clock,  by  a noise,  arousing 
my  husband,  who  sprang  up  aud  looking 
out  of  the  window,  .said,  ‘‘We  are  all 
afire,”  I asked  him  if  I had  time  to  dress, 
aud  he  said,  “It  is  Ilea’s,”  aud  gave  the 
uluim  in  the  house,  which  wus  alive 
instantly.  I went  to  the  front  room  uud 
looked  out,  and  the  flames  wciu  just 
bursting  out  of  the  Northwest  end  of 
the  tuvern,  und  no  oue  wus  astir  but  the 
hostler,  Joseph  llustiugs,  who  wus  iu 
the  act  of  leading  out  one  ol  the  horses. 
Mr.  Ilea  hud  two,  both  ol  which  were  Jed 
out,  but  one  rushed  hack  and  perished. 

Mr.  Hustings  slept  In  the  utile  of  the 
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tavern  next  to  the  barn,  and  being  sud- 
denly awakened  spang  from  his  bed  and 
rushed  down  stairs  and  in  his  descent 
his  first  impulse  was  to  awaken  the 
inmates.  Opening  the  door  of  a side 
room  occupied  by  Mr.  Rea's  brother’s 
family  to  give  the  alarm,  he  was  st  rpris- 
ed  to  see  Mr.  Rea  dressed  in  his  Sunday 
clothes,  with  that  huge  black  breast  pin 
on,  of  which  so  much  was  said  in  ihe 
trial  which  followed,  a dress  which 
people  remarked  about  us  hardly  fitting 
in  which  to  fight  a fire.  Mrs.  Rea  was 
dressed  In  a flaunel  night  gown,  a gar- 
ment which  her  husband,  win*  said  he 
could  not  tell  what  would  happen  befoie 
morning,  had  advLed  her  to  wear.  This 
was  testified  to  by  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Holmes  in  the  court,  being  so  informed 
by  Mrs.  Rea.  Mr.  Rea  had  packed  his 
trunk,  which  he  look  up  to  Mr.  Moses 
Wildes’  house,  and  threw  into  the 
window  by  the  end  door.  Mr.  Hastings 
then  opened  the  door  to  Eliza’s  room  ; 
she  was  fast  asleep  with  Mr.  Rea’s  little 
son . 

In  no  time  the  whole  village  was 
aroused,  and  a man  was  despatched  on 
horse  back  to  Salem  for  an  engine  and 
ladders,  which  came  with  all  due  speed. 
The  engine  wus  attached  to  the  town 
well  (t:  e one  in  use  loduy,)  and  strange 
to  say,  it  never  sucked  air  but  once. 
Rev.  McEweu  stood  guard  over  the  well, 
that  no  water  should  be  wasted.  Mr. 
Samuel  Gould’s  two  wells  and  Capt. 
Munday’s  one  supplied  all  the  water  used 
at  the  file. 

The  house  in  which  we  lived  was  in 
constant  peril,  and  the  manner  in  which 
we  saved  it  was  by  carrying  tubs  of 
water  to  the  attic  and  taking  the  clothes 
stripped  from  the  Red,  putting  them  into 
the  tubs,  und  laying  them  thoroughly 
saturated  with  water  on  the  roof  and 
keeping  them  so  until  the  engine  arrived 
from  Salem. 

Mr.  Perley’s  other  house  (now  MrJ. 
B.  Poor’s)  was  used  by  Mr.  Perley’s 
brother  Nat  and  himself  as  a variety 
store;  it  was  filled  with  goods,  and  in 
his  anxiety  to  save  it,  Nat,  who  went  to 
the  roof  for  that  purpose,  slipped  and 
fell  to  the  L,  injuring  himself  seriously. 

Mr.  Beujamio  Kimball  had  ueurly  fin- 


ished his  house,  and  with  shavings  and 
boards  lyiug  around  the  ground  it  seemed 
almost  sure  of  destruction,  but  the  time- 
ly arrival  of  the  engine  and  ladders, 
which  brought  a large  number  of  canvas 
sails,  saved  that  and  the  other  building. 

W ben  I came  from  the  attic  after  assist- 
Ing  in  wetting  the  blankets,  I met  Mr. 
Per  ley  at  the  foot  of  the  stulrs;  he  said 
that  we  must  clear  the  house  as  it  was 
Mire  to  go,  we  could  uot  save  it.  I com- 
menced to  pack;  I took  a very  large  band 
box,  (large  enough  to  hold  a dozen  bon- 
nets like  ihose  worn  now-a-days)  and 
put  into  it  my  dinner-set,  comprising  two 
dozen  cups  and  saucers,  milk  pitcher, 
sugar  bowl,  two  dozen  plates,  glass  cup- 
plaies,  and  preserve  dishes,  that  filled 
the  box.  This  I did  in  my  parlor,  and 
look  them  to  the  outer  door.  Then  some- 
body said,  “Here,  Mrs.  Leach,  let  me 
take  the  basket.”  Of  this  I was  thankful, 
it  was  so  heavy.  The  man  carried  it  to 
Mr.  Benjamiu  Kimball’s  laud,  and  just  as 
he  wus  iu  the  act  of  setting  it  down,  out 
came  the  bottom  of  the  box.  I was  fort- 
unate iu  this  accident,  as  but  two  glass 
dishes  were  broken,  a fact  which  I dis- 
covered when  I went  to  get  them  after 
the  danger  from  the  fire  had  passed.  I 
wus  thoroughly  suiprised,  however,  to 
find  that  I could  uot  lift  the  box,  try  us 
hard  as  I could,  when  I attempted  to 
take  it  into  the  house.  We  got  it  back 
ai  last,  and  as  they  were  bringing  it  in,  a 
teuible  crash  came.  I thought  my  dishes 
had  gone  at  last,  but  it  happened  to  be 
the  ladder  thut  went  through  the  window 
ns  they  were  taking  them  from  the  house. 

Many  amusing  tilings  occurred  while 
we  weie  preparing  to  leave  the  house.  I 
wanted  lo  su ve  my  milk  pitcher,  so  turned 
the  milk  which  it  contained  on  the  floor. 
Mis.  Bulch,  in  saving  her  linen,  tied  it 
up  in  a sheet,  and  her  camphor-bottle 
she  emptied  into  the  sink,  and  the  odor 
of  camphor  was  present  with  us  long 
after  the  fire.  1 looked  for  my  wedding- 
dress,  which  was  a lavender  silk,  and 
lound  it  in  the  wood-basket,  and  a rug 
tucked  into  a bureau  drawer. 

S«>  alter  the  fire, as  iu  all  country  towns, 
things  quieted  down  and  we  thought  but 
little  about  it  till  the  next  Sunday  morn- 
ing, when  my  husband  came  In  and  suld, 


, I : . ■ ;v  ' ■ : • ! ‘»vt  - ^ ’(.tut;::* 


■ 

. 

H>n  .!’>  ms  i Vf  • > ■ ON  V ‘ 


«♦  !V  " 3**  « * l)  01  V»iM 


.*f*  - ’.It  ••  , bifttfir,  (»»>«.' ti  'r  'A 

]•’  ' jiij  )>  1 In-  j VC.  e I i»U<  It 

.»itt  ••  ; Jfl 

• : o U>  •< 

: t 01 


. * * 'Mfl  lOl  tnH’HJi 

<301  i»  hit  f-»<>  td-fojo  is,-  jil.:  il  ii  ;•*«. 

.i' 


T V >e)  w ■ \ 

■ '■  " tU  ’d  >■>■ 


i*«}iw  .iM 

. 'A  .'Sift  O tj’>HO  ‘ >8 

^ 79ft  JO-.'i 

' ' *t:  /ribOdii  u:  Will  MW  K 

.;  , tt  ,.r|  iM  , Jf  oj  ■ ' o Mit 

v ■ ■ ) > . lit  t yit 

1.1  it  U’<  1.:  j;.l  ; -JB  *1  - »>  Uv1  1 ‘ ’ 1 ‘ 1 

4 u.  oo  yin  nO'  »•  . !i*yu  barf  a nin(,ii*it£  .Iff 


9 


“Two  men  were  hung  last  night  on  the 
sign  post.”  I had  another  scare,  but  he 
laughed  und  added,  “only  in  effigy.”  I 
went  to  the  front  window  and  sure 
enough,  there  hung  what  appeared  to  be 
two  men ; one  had  on  a breast  pin  made 
of  leather,  which  was  conspicuous  by  its 
immensity.  Our  good  man  Samuel 
Hood,  learning  of  this,  and  as  it  was  our 
good  old  New  England  Sabbath  when  all 
were  expected  to  go  to  church,  hurried 
to  the  sceue  with  ladder  in  hand,  and 
soon  brought  them  to  the  ground,  and 
laid  them  away.  Other  eyes  saw  this, 
aud  when  the  opportunity  came,  as  it  did 
after  the  people  were  in  church,  brought 
out  the  deposed  effigies,  aud  laid  then) 
across  the  wall  that  fronted  the  burnt 
district. 

Of  course  the  fire  was  the  one  theme 
talked  about  for  a long  time,  aud  it 
leaked  out  that  Rea  found  a letter  threat- 
ening him  if  he  continued  his  visits  to 
see  Ann  Sawyer,  that  his  buildings  would 
be  burnt  over  his  head.  He  said  that  he 
picked  the  letter  up  on  returning  from 
one  of  his  visits  to  the  lady,  and  that  he 
also  kuew  who  wrote  it.  People  remarked 
very  generally  that  it  was  high  time  such 
folks  were  brought  to  justice,  and  if  he 
or  his  brother  Samuel  knew  who  it  was 
that  did  such  a thing,  be  should  be 
brought  out  in  a trial  It  became  so  un- 
comfortable for  those  immediately  inter- 
ested that  a warrant  was  sworn  out,  aud 
Eliza  Bradstreet  was  arrested  by  Sheriff 
Sprague  of  Salem  on  a charge  of  arson. 
Pars  >n  McEwen  tendered  to  the  Sheriff 
his  house  (uow  owned  by  Mrs.  Ephraim 
Peabody),  while  he  had  Eliza  in  charge, 
which  was  accepted  by  them.  They  re- 
mained there  during  the  whole  trial. 

The  court  assembled  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Academy  building,  and  lasted  elev- 
en days.  J.  W.  Proctor,  Esq.,  of  South 
Danvers  presided.  Ashael  Huntington 
of  Salem  was  counsel  for  the  government 
and  Leveret  Saltonstall,  Esq.,  of  Salem, 
appeared  for  Eliza.  The  attorneys  King 
and  Mack  of  Salem  assisted  in  the  trial, 
but  iu  what  capacity  I am  unable  to 
write.  Theio  was  lllllo  work  done  at 
home;  every  lady  in  the  town  attended 
court.  I was  there  every  day. 

Mr.  Huntington  made  the  opening  ad- 


dress, during  which  he  held  aloft  the 
letter  that  Mr.  John  Rea  said  that  he 
had  found,  aud  in  a high  and  powerful 
voice,  declared  that  he  should  prove  the 
charge  by  it.  she,  Eliza,  having  gone 
over  it  with  her  pen  after  it  was  written, 
which  was  called  “painting.”  Mr.  Samuel 
Rea  had  the  severest  examination.  I 
think  lie  was  on  the  stand  four  or  five 
days,  and  that  beautiful  breast-pin  was 
often  alluded  to. 

The  trial  waxed  warm  and  bitter,  last- 
ing, as  I have  written,  eleveu  days,  days 
that,  as  the  sun  went  down,  grew  darker 
and  darker  for  Eliza,  but  confidence  in 
tiis  client,  aud  satisfaction  in  the  result 
that  he  would  prove  to  the  world  that 
Eliza  Bradstreet  was  innocent  of  the 
charge  of  arson, — a charge  actuated  by 
selfish  aud  unkind  motives, — spurred  on 
Saltonstall.  The  thunder  clap  came 
when  her  brother  took  the  stand,  and  in 
answer  to  the  question.  “Did  your  sister 
ever  write  to  you?”  replied  with  an  em- 
phatic “No.”  “Did  she  give  any  rea- 
son?” continued  Saltoustall,  to  which  he 
replied,  “Yes.”  “Dear  brother,  my  will 
is  good  enough,  but  I cannot  write.” 
Others  testified  to  this  fact,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  the  deciding  point  iu  the  trial. 

When  the  trial  was  ended,  the  court 
adjourned  to  the  church  for  the  closing 
pleas.  Two  days  elapsed  before  we  got 
the  verdict,  but  on  the  morning  or  the 
4th  of  March,  1837,  Eliza  Bradstreet  was 
acquitted  of  the  charge  of  arson.  The 
verdict  was,  “Could  not  sustain  the 
charge.” 

The  bells  pealed  forth  the  jovful  news. 
It  was  tiie  day  that  President  Van  Bureu 
was  inaugurated,  aud  people  out  of  towu 
thought  Topsfleld  was  getting  unusually 
patriotic. 

Iu  closing  Uiis  paper,  I will  say  that 
this  is  writieu  from  memory,  and  not 
from  notes.  I do  not  think  that  I have 
misquoted  anyone,'  or  misstated  auy  of 
the  facts.  Of  the  principals  in  this  fa- 
mous trial, — a trial  which  was  never  re- 
corded save  by  Him  who  kuoweth  all 
things  that  are  done  in  this  earth, — I will 
say  that  Mr.  John  Rea  married  Ami 
Sawyer,  and  moved  to  t ho  Billish  Prov- 
inces, and  Eliza  Bradstreet  became  Mis. 
Silas  Cochrane. 
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lopsjTeld  Miiyube  M.er)  ab 
Babble  oj^  Lexir)^>boi). 


“At  a Meeting  of  the  Alarm  List  and 
Training  Band  of  the  Foot  company  in 
Topsfleld,  on  the  5tli  of  December,  1774, 
to  choose  officers  for  the  said  Company, 
(agreeable  to  the  advice  of  the  Provincial 
Congress),  voted,  Mr.  Stephen  Perkins, 
chairman;  voted,  Mr.  Joseph  Gould, 
Captain. 

The  Day  being  Spent,  a Motion  was 
made  for  said  Meeting  to  be  adjourned  to 
the  next  Morning,  9 o’clock  ;the  Question 
was  put  and  passed  in  the  Affirmative  and 
accordingly  said  Meeting  was  adjourned 
to  said  Time. 

December  6.  Said  Alarm  List  and 
Training  Band  met  according  to  Adjourn- 
ment, a Motion  was  made  said  Company 
to  be  divided  into  two  distinct  Compan- 
ies; the  Questiou  was  put  and  according- 
ly tlmy  were  divided  into  two  Companies ; 
the  first  Company  voted  Mr.  Joseph 
Gould,  Captain ; Mr.  Samuel  Cummings, 
Lieutenant;  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  Ensign; 
and  all  the  other  Officers  by  a great  Ma- 
jority. The  second  Company  voted  Mr. 
Stephen  Perkins,  Captain;  Mr.  Samuel 
Dodge,  Lieutenant;  Mr.  David  Perkins, 
Ensign;  and  all  the  other  Officers  by  a 
great  Majority.” 

Essex  Gazette,  Dec.  27,  1774. 

The  following  Muster  Rolls  were  cop- 
ied from  the  State  Archives  by  Geo.  Frs. 
Dow,  and  the  dates  of  birth  and  death 
were  inserted  by  the  late  John  Ilood 
Gould. 

North  Ward  Company. 

A Roll  of  tho  Company  which  marched 
from  Top.slleld  under  the  Command  of 
Capt.  Stephen  Perkins  in  consequence  of 
the  alarm  on  ye  19th  April,  1775. 


Capt.  Stephn  Perkins 

BOHN 

172G 

DIED 

1790 

Lt.  Solo.  Dodge 



, 

2d  Lt.  David  Perkins 

1725 

1803 

Ser.  Sam’l  Bradstreet 

1729 

1777 

“ Jacob  Kimball 

1754 

1810 

“ Nath’l  Dorman 

1740 

177G 

“ Tims.  Cummings 

1741 

1806 

Corp'l  Benj.  Hobbs 

1749 

1833 

“ Ezra  Perkins 

1753 

1824 

“ Josiah  Larnson 

1751 

1836 

Nath’l  Averell 

1747 

1811 

Isaac  Averell 

1740 

1816 

Amos  Averell 

1747 

1805 

Dan’l  Boardman 

1752 

1803 

John  Batchelor 

1743 

1819 

Israel  Clarke 

1732 

1790 

Josiah  Cummings 

175G 

Ephraim  Dorman 

1741 

1818 

Stephen  Foster 

1741 

1791 

Wm.  Gallop 

1750 



llez’h  Hodgskius  d.  New  Ipswich,  N.  11. 

Nath’l  llauunon 

1757 

1842 

Isaac  Hobbs 

1743 

1830 

David  Hobbs 

1752 

1830 

Jon’a  Hobbs 

1754 

1833 

Benj  a.  Hood 

1748 

1801 

I very  Hovey 

1756 

1816 

Richard  Hood 

1751 

1824 

John  Larnson 

1756 



Amos  Low 

1752 



Aaron  Kneel  and 

1754  d, 

. Me. 

Thomas  Perkins 

1725 

1801 

Sami.  Perkins 

1730 

1810 

Rob’t  Perkins 

1728 

1801 

Oliver  Perkins 

1744 

1825 

Jacob  Peabody 



Steph’n  Perkins 

1745 

1796 

Zeb’n  Perkins 

1740 

1810  ' 

Jos.  Perkins 

1738 

1805 

Elisha  Perkins 

1745 



Jos.  Syinonds 

1740 

— 

Jacob  Symonds 

1719 

1801  1 

ut 
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BOHN 

DIED 

Dan’l  Towne 

1736 

1808 

Jacob  Towne 

1728 

1807 

Moses  Wildes 

1740 

1810 

Eph’m  Wildes 

1744 

1812 

Jno.  LcFavour 

1748 

1834 

The  compnuy  marched  GO  miles  and  saw 
24  days  service.  Capt.  Perkins  received 
j £1  2 while  the  privates  of  the  company 
; received  10s  8d. 

South  Ward  Company. 

A muster  Roll  of  Capt.  Joseph  Gould; 
Company  of  the  Militia  whereof  John 
[ Baker  Esq.  is  Coll,  who  marched  on  the 
19th  day  of  April  last  past  inconsequence 
| of  the  Alarm  made  on  that  Day  by  the 
English  Troops. 


Topsfield,  December  26 

BOHN 

, 1775. 
DIED 

Capt.  Joseph  Gould 

1715 

1803 

Lieut.  Sam’l  Cummings 

1732 

179G 

Ens.  Thos.  Mower 

— 

— 

Sergt.  Nehemiah  Herrick 

1737 

d.  Yt. 

John  Peabody 

1730 

1802 

“ David  Towne,  jr. 

1744 

1815 

“ Thomas  Porter 

1751 

— 

Corp.  Cornelius  Balcli 

1 749 

1795 

“ Ebenezcr  Knight 

— 

— 

“ Benj.  Gould 

1751 

1841 

Drum  Elijah  Perkins 

1756 

1841 

David  Balcli,  jr. 

1753 

1812 

Robert  Balcli 

1745 

— 

David  Balcli,  3d 

1741 

[Keene, 

died 
N.  H. 

Roger  Balcli 

1755 

1842 

Israel  Balch 

1756 

1778 

Samuel  Balch 

1744 

— 

David  Balch 

1714 

1787 

Daniel  Bigsbe,  jr. 

1751 

1825 

Dudley  Bigsbe 

1756 

— 

Benjamin  Brown 

— 

— 

Thomas  Baker,  jr. 

1752 

— 

Henry  Bradstreet 

1742 

1818 

Daniel  Bigsbe 

BORN 

1714 

DIED 

1775 

John  Cree 

1722 

1794 

Samuel  Cree 





Joseph  Cree 

1753 



Bartliolo’w  Dwiuel 

172S 

1801 

John  Dwiuel 

1745 

1818 

Daniel  E as  toy 

1739 

1830 

Win.  Eastey 

1748 



Nathaniel  Fisk. 

1741 

1815 

Samuel  Fisk 

1747 

1826 

Simon  Gould 

1755 

1831 

Thomas  Gould 

1732 

1778 

Zaccheus  Gould 

— 



John  Gould,  jr. 

1749 

1820 

John  Gould,  3d 

1746 

1819 

Natli’l  Gould 

1753 

1842 

Daniel  Gould 

1753 

1842 

John  Gould 

1746 

1816 

Enos  Knight 





Beuj.  Kimball 





Eliezer  Lake,  jr. 

1751 

1824 

Eliezer  Lake 

1724 

1796 

Daniel  Porter 

1743 

1831 

Mo.-es  Perkins  jr. 

1755 

1806 

Thomas  Perkins,  3d 

1753  d.N.H. 

Moses  Perkins 

1732 

1807 

William  Ray 

1755 

1779 

John  Ray,  jr. 

1751 

1821 

John  Ray 

1736 

1797 

Ephraim  Towne,  jr. 

1753 

1804 

Joseph  Towne 

1728 

1789 

Joseph  Towne,  jr. 
Arch.  Towne 

1749 

1820 

1752 

1804 

Stephen  Towne,  jr. 

1741 

David  Towne 

1715' 

1778 

Jeremiah  Towne,  jr. 

1743 

Win,  Towne 

1751 



Joshua  Towne 

1721 

1788 

The  company  marched 

60  miles 

and 

saw  a service  of  3 to  5 days.  Capt.  Gould 
was  paid  £1*6-5,  while  the  privates  re- 
ceiver! about  12s.  lijd.  as  uu  average. 
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William  Towne,  Ms  Daughters,  and  the 
Witchcraft  Delusions. 

By  M us.  Auuiic  W.  Towne. 


The  name  of  Towne  is  not  one  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  England ; the  first 
mention  of  it  is  in  A.  D.  1227.  The  next 
we  hear  of  the  name  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  later,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.,  when  upon  the  windows  of  the 
church  in  Kennington,  Kent  Co.,  uopaled 
with  that  of  Ellis  of  the  same  place,  were 
the  arms  of  a family  by  this  name  being, 
argent , on  a chevron , sable , three  cross 
crosslets , ermine.  The  next  reference  to 
the  name  known  to  the  writer,  is  fn  the 
county  of  Lincoln  wheie  it  has  existed 
for  more  than  four  hundred  years. 

Richard  Towne  of  Braceby  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Lincoln,  married  Ann,— they  had 
ten  children;  one  of  these  children,  Wil- 
liain,  was  baptized  May  31,  1003,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  our  Anglo-American  pro- 
genitor. Ann  Towne’s  will  was  proved 
May  10,  1030.  William  B.  Towne  of 
Brookline,  Mass.,  has  a copy  of  this  will. 
That  our  William  was  the  -on  of  Bichard 
and  Ann  is  probable,  but  there  Is  no  ab 
solute  proof,  and  before  we  go  on  to  the 
facts  that  we  can  prove.  I wish  to  speak 
of  another  William  Towne'  who  came  to 
America,  lie  was  living  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  In  1(535,  was  made  a freeman  or 
voter  in  1G37,  and  was  quite  a prominent 
man  in  the  infant  colony  He  married 

Martha and  died  in  1G85,  leaving  two 

children  Peter  and  Mary.  Peter  was. 
married  but  left  no  son  and  thus  ended 
the  family  name  In  Cambridge.  I have 
spoken  of  this  William  because  I do  not 
think  it  generally  known  that  there  were 
two;  this  has  caused  much  confusion  in 
times  past. 

William  Towne  of  Salem,  Mass.,  is  the 
father  of  the  Towne  race  in  America  Mr. 
Cleveland  says  In  Ills  ccuti-nniul  address 
in  1850,  “This  descendants  have  settle  I In 
two-thirds  of  tlm  states  ol  the  Union," 
and  Mr.  Ilubbaid  says  in  his  Towne  gen- 
ealogy, “There  arc  lew  families  deriving 
their  name  from  a single  pair  that  cm 


show  a larger  number  of  descendants 
than  William  and  Joanna  (Blessing) 
Towne.  Counting  only  the  descendants 
of  the  Towne  daughters  of  the  first  and 
second  generations,  a list  of  more  than 
ten  thousand  might  be  easily  made  out 
without  coming  down  later  than  the  ear- 
lier part  of  the  nineteenth  century.” 

William  Towne  aud  Joanna  Blessing 
were  married  at  St.  Nichols  church,  Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk  Co.,  England,  March  25, 
1G20.  Their  children  were  — Rebecca, 
baptized  Feb.  21,  1G21,  married  Francis 
Nurse  ol  Salem  Village;  John,  baptized 
Fib.  1G,  1 (124,  died  before  his  father;  Sus 
anna,  baptized  Oct.  20,  1G25,  died  before 
her  father;  Edmund,  baptized  June  28, 
1G28,  married  Mary  Browning  of  Salem; 
Jacob,  baptized  March  1 1,  1G32,  married 
Catharine  Symonds  of  Salem  : Marv,  bap- 
tized Aug.  21,  1G34,  married  Isaac.  Esty  of 
Topslicld;  Surah,  baptized  Sept.  3,  1(548, 
married  Edmund  Bridges,  und  second, 
Peter  Cloise;  Joseph,  baptized  Sept.  3, 
1G48,  married  Phebe  Perkins,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Thos.  Perkins. 

The  tlrst  we  hear  of  this  family  in  Sa- 
lem, Essex  Co.,  is  in  the  book  of  early 
grants,  where  the  following  appears: 
“8  mo.  1G40,  granted  to  Win.  Towne  a 
little  neck  of  land  right  over  against  his 
house  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.” 
William  Towne’s  residence  was  in  that 
part  of  Salem  known  as  Northllelds.  lie 
remained  at  this  place  until  1(551,  when  lie 
put  chased  a tract  of  land  In  Topslicld  of 
William  Paine  of  Ipswich,  containing 
“forty  acres  of  ground  or  thereabouts, 
whereof  six  acres  is  by  the  seller,  which 
Wm.  Howard  of  Topslicld  built,  and 
about  thirty-two  acres  joyning  up  to  the 
sayd  six  acres  eastward  of  it,  part  of 
which  Is  plow  ground  another  part  is 
meadow, another  part  is  upland  uuplowed 
all  lying  together  having  the  meadow  and 
the  plow  ground  of  the  said  William 
Howard  towards  the  east,  und  thugrouud 
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of  Walter  Hopes  towards  the  north  and  a 
i certain  river  towards  the  south,  also  a 
| little  meadow  of  about  two  acres  being 
t on  the  south  side  of  the  river.”  Iu  1652 
he  sold  his  property  in  Salem  and  pur- 
chased additional  lands  in  Topsfleld.  Iu 
1663  “in  consideration  of  natural  aflec- 
‘ tion  and  the  contemplated  marriage  of 
their  son  Joseph  Towoe  to  Thebe  Per- 
kins, daughter  of  Dea.  Thomas  Perkins, 

| he  and  his  wife  conveyed  to  their  son 
Joseph  two-thirds  of  the  home  wherein 
j they  then  did  dwell,  with  barn,  out  lious- 
I es,  yard,  gardens,  orchards,  lying  situate 
< and  being  in  Topsfleld  together  with  a 
parcel  of  land,  etc.,  etc  ” All  these  con- 
veyances being  made  with  the  desire  that 
their  son  Joseph  should  have  the  lirst  re- 
i fu sal  of  the  remaining  third  when  the 
same  should  be  for  sale.  William  Towue 
died  about  1672;  his  widow  seem*  to  have 
survived  him  about  ten  years.  The  sons 
were  prominent  men  ; we  find  their  names 
many  times  as  appraisers  of  estates  and 
f also  that  th«  y settled  many  estate*.  In 
1669  Edmond  and  Jacob  laid  out  the  road 
I leading  towards  the  south  from  the  bridge 
near  their  father’s  house.  This  road  was 
to  be  one  pole  wide,  and  must  be  one  of 
[ the  oldest  roads  on  the  south  side  of  the 
i river. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  mo  to  give 
; any  account  of  the  witchcraft  delusion, 
which  swept  over  our  quiet  neiuhbor- 
hood  two  hundred  years  ago ; all  are  fa 
i miliar  with  ihaf  terrible  story.  Rebecca 
Nourse  was  the  fourth  victim.  Upham 
soys  the  only  clue  to  the  mystery  that  a 
person  of  Mrs.  Nurse’s  character  should 
he  selected,  was  the  prosperous  conditi  <n 
of  the  Nurse  family  and  trouble  about 
hounds.  Nevins  thinks  her  near  t elatiou- 
j ship  t*»  the  Townes  of  Topsfleld,  who 
were  actively  int<  rested  in  settling  the 
i disputed  bounds,  h id  a bearing  on  the 
case.  Two  of  her  neighbors,  Israel  and 
Elizabeth  Porter,  were  sent  to  acquaint 
her  with  the  fact  that  she  had  be*  n ac- 
cused. They  found  her  veiy  weak  and 
suffering,  nut  patient,  and  she  blessed 
r God  that  she  had  more  of  Him  in  her 
weakness  than  in  her  strength.  When 
I wo  told  iter  that  she  had,  been  spoken  of, 
she  said,  “Well,  if  it  ho  so,  the  will  of 
the  Lord  be* done,”  she  sal  a while  being, 
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as  it  were,  amazed,  and  then  she  said, 
“Well,  as  to  this  thing,  I am  as  innocent 
as  a child  unborn,  but  surely,”  slie  said, 
“What  siu  hath  God  found  out  iu  me  un- 
repented of  that  he  should  lay  such  an 
affliction  upon  me  in  my  age.”  It  is  said 
she  bore  her  examination  witli  steadfast 
dignity  and  heavenly  patience.  One  can- 
not read  the  description  of  these  trials 
with  ativ  particle  of  patience.  The  peo- 
ple were  oarbarous,  the  judges  little  bet- 
ter. They  were  supposed  to  be  counsel 
for  the  prisoners,  but  instead  were  really 
against  them,  and  badgered  the  victims 
unmercifully.  Rebecca  Nurse  was  pro- 
nounced innocent  by  the  jury,  but  the 
audience  made  such  a clamor  that  the 
judge  sent  them  out  again  and  practically 
charged  them  to  And  her  guilty,  and  they 
did  so.  It  is  related  al*o  by  Upham  that 
a woman  in  the  audience  threw  her  muff 
at  Mrs  Nurse  and  as  this  did  not  hit  her 
she  took  off  her  shoe  and  threw  it  with 
such  good  aim  that  it  hit  the  poor  old 
lady  on  the  head,  making  quite  a severe 
cut.  When  we  think  that  this  woman 
was  seventy  one  years  old,  and  in  ill 
health,  that  she  had  been  loved  and  re 
spected  to  an  unusual  degree,  and  then 
picture  her  standing  before. the  giavo 
judges  of  the  colony, a target  for  the  mob, 
on  trial  for  her  life,  we  wonder  that  her 
brothers,  her  sons  aud  her  husbands  had 
not  rescued  her  by  force  She  was  loaded 
with  chains,  taken  to  the  church  and  ex- 
commuuicated,  and  on  July  19,  1692  hung 
on  Gallows  hill.  The  witches  were  not 
allowed  Christian  burial,  but  were  taken 
from  the  gallows,  huddled  into  shallow 
hollows  among  the  rocks,  and  covered 
with  a thin  layer  of  earth.  I have  been 
fold  ilmt  on  one  occasion  the  hand  of  one 
of  the  vict  ims  protrud'd  above  ground, 
as  if  the  very  earth  Itsell  refu-ed  them 
shelter. 

According  to  tradition  the  sons  of  Re 
beeoa  Nurse  stole  their  mother’s  body  on 
the  night  following  her  execution,  and 
carried  it  on  their  shoulders  to  their  des 
olate  home  Think  what  a journey  it 
nui't  have  been  for  those  men! 

When  Mr.  Harris  singled  out  Rebecca 
Nurse,  and  in  his  sermon  called  her  a de- 
mon, Sarah  Oloyrc.  her  sister,  arose  and 
left  the  church  This  whh  a natural  thing 
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to  do,  hut  we  of  today  cun  hardly  realize 
the  courage  it  required.  The  next  day 
she  too  was  cried  out  upon,  she  was  tried 
and  condemned,  but  for  some  reason 
never  executed,  some  think  she  confessed 
but  I do  not;  she  was  a brave  woman, 
and  a woman  of  the  same  family  as  Re- 
becca Nurse  and  Mary  Esty,  and  I cannot 
think  she  could  possibly  say  that  she  was 
a witch.  She  was  confined  at  the  Ips- 
wich jail  because  there  was  no  room  at 
Salem  and  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
with  so  many  victims  near  at  hand  she 
was  forgotten. 

Mary  Esty  (the  self-forgetful),  was  ac- 
cused for  no  other  reason  than  her  sym- 
pathy for  her  sisters;  she  was  48  years  of 
age  and  the  mother  of  seven  children. 
During  her  examination  the  magistrates 
said  to  her,  ‘‘confess  if  you  be  guilty.” 
She  answered,  “I  will  say  it  if  for  the 
last  time,  I am  clear  of  this  sin.”  This 
was  on  April  21.  On  Mav  18  she  was  re- 
leased. Two  days  after  the  accusing 
girls  were  seized  with  terrible  convul- 
sions, and  said  it  was  Mary  Esty  who 
cursed  them.  Accordingly  a second  war- 
rant was  procured,  she  was  taken  May  21 
and  removed  to  Salem  for  trial.  After 
midnight  she  was  aroused  from  sleep  by 
the  marshal,  torn  from  her  husband  and 
children,  carried  back  to  prison  loaded 
with  chains,  and  finally  consigned  to  a 
dreadful  and  most  cruel  death.  Her  hus- 
band referring  to  the  transaction  nearly 


twenty  years  after  said  that  it  was  a 
‘‘hellish  molestation.”  On  the  way  to  the 
gallows  she  was  met  by  he-’  family  and 
friends,  and  of  this  meeting  and  parting 
Calef  says,  “that  her  words  of  farewell 
were  said  to  have  been  as  serious,  relig- 
ious, distinct,  and  affectionate  as  could 
well  be  expressed,  drawing  tears  from 
the  eyes  of  almost  all  present.” 

While  in  jail  awaiting  execution  Mary 
Esty  petitioned  the  governor,  judges  and 
ministers,  “Not  for  my  own  life,  fori 
know  I must  die  and  my  appointed  time 
is  set,  but  the  Lord  he  kuows  it  is  that 
if  it  be  possible,  no  more  innocent  blood 
may  be  shed,  which  undoubtedly  cannot 
be  avoided  in  the  way  and  course  you 
now  go  in.  By  my  own  innocency  I 
know  you  are  in  thewrong  I would  hum- 
bly beg  of  you  that  your  honors  would  be 
pleased  to  examine  these  afflicted  per- 
sons strictly,  and  keep  them  apart  some 
time,  and  likewise  to  try  some  of  these 
confessing  witches,  I being  confident 
there  are  several  of  them  have  belied 
themselves,  and  others,  as  will  appear,  if 
not  in  this  world,  I am  sure  in  the  world 
to  come,  whither  I am  now  going.” 

Upham  closes  his  chapter  on  Mary  Esty 
with  these  words  : “The  lofty  tone  of  this 
message  to  the  court  recalls  the  perfect 
spirit  of  the  prisoner  on  Calvary  who  en- 
treated, ‘Father  forgive  them;  they  know 
not  what  they  do.’  ” 
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The  Settlement  of'  Topsfield. 

Geo.  Frs.  Dow. 


Every  township  located  wherever  it 
! may  be,  whether  in  the  old  time  settle- 
■ inents  along  the  Atlantic  coast  or  spring- 
; lug  up  on  the  western  slopes  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada,  should  have  aud  generally  is 
[ possessed  of  a natural  spirit  of  inquiry  as 
[ to  its  flr.-t  settlement  aud  early  growth 

Who  was  the  first  settler  and  where 
[ did  he  build  his  house?  When  was  the 
i town  incorporated  and  who  were  the 
l petitioners? 

These  and  kindred  questions  naturally 
S rise  to  the  lips  of  the  inquirer,  and  oft- 
| times  arouse  differences  of  opinion  not 
' easily  settled  by  the  scanty  records  oow 
i existing.  Tradition  then  comes  to  the 
i assistance  of  the  incomplete  data,  and  al- 
‘ most  without  exception  makes  a bad 
; matter  worse  so  that  who  eau  wonder  at 
i the  varying  statements  of  historical  fact 
jj  met  within  the  village  or  town  that  does 
; not  possess  a printed  history  carefully 
prepaired  by  an  unbiased  historian. 

; Topsfleld  is  unfortunate  in  not  possess- 
ing such  a printed  record  of  events,  and 
the  historical  theories  advanced  from 
' time  to  time  by  some  ardent  investiga- 
tor can  only  be  combated  after  collecting 
widely  scatteicd  data  beaiing  upon  the 
i facts  in  the  case. 

' The  following  historical  sketch  has 
!becn  prepared  from  the  original  daia 
i found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Great  and 
jfleimrnl  Court,  the  records  of  the  Ipswich 
and  Salem  Court**,  ami  the  valuable  mu- 
[tcrial  on  file  o t the  Registry  of  Deeds 
j The  early  settlements  alone  the  shores 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  owe  their  existence 
i to  the  unrcleiitless  persecution  of  the 
Puritans  in  England  at  the  investigation 
of  Archbishop  Laud.  Small  fishing  and 
[trading  posts  had  found  a lodgement 
along  tlm  coast  some  years  before  the 
coming  ol'  Endlcot,  but  these  consisted  of 
|litflo  else  than  a lew  rudely  constructed 
huts  for  sheltering  the  lonesome  fisher- 
men who  cared  for  the  fish  Hakes. 

If  The  arrival  at  Salem  In  1028  of  John 
[Eiullcot  with  a small  party  of  one  hun- 
dred emigrants  was  in  reality  the  laying 
of  the  foundation  of  the  (Irst  permanent 


town  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 

John  Eudicot  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Non-conformist  company,  styled 
“The  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  iu  New  England,” 
who  had  obtained  from  Charles  I a pa- 
tent for  that  part  of  New  England  lying 
between  three  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  Merrimac  river  and  three  miles  to  the 
southward  of  the  Charles,  and  extending 
in  breadth  from  the  Atlantic  10  the  South 
Sea.  He  had  been  chosen  by  the  Com- 
pany “to  govern,”  and  as  Johnson  says 
in  his  Wonder  working  Providence,  was 
“a  fit  instrument  to  begin  this  wilderness 
work ; of  courage  bold,  undaunted,  yet 
sociable,  and  of  a cheerful  spirit,  loving 
or  austere,  as  occasion  served.” 

The  patent  or  charter  granted  to  these 
early  settlers  gave  undisputed  title  to  tin- 
land,  for  the  sc  «urgc  of  small  pox  had 
shortly  before  their  arrival  almost  com- 
pletely annihilated  the  native  race  of  In- 
dians, and  the  rights  of  the  few  who  hail 
survived  the  pestilence,  were  easily  pur- 
chased, so  that  lull  aud  just  title  to  all 
the  land  was  held  oy  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Company  who  alone  could  sell  or 
grant. 

In  1G29  the  settlers  began  to  arrive  and 
dui  ing  the  next  four  years,  upwards  of 
four  thousand  of  them  found  homes  in  the 
infant  colony. 

In  1G33,  April  1st,  the  court  of  assist- 
ants ordered  “that  no  parson  whatsoever 
shall  go  to  plant  or  inhabit  at  Aggnwam, 
without  leave  from  the  Court,  except 
those  that  are  already  gone.”  The  little 
party  of  adventurers  was  headed  by  John 
Winthrop,  juur.,  aud  consisted  of  ten 
men.  Two  of  them,  Mr.  William  Per- 
kins and  Daniel  Clark,  a Her  wards  act  tied 
in  Topslleld,  and  two  others,  Mr  John 
Winthrop,  junr,  and  Thomas  Ilowlett  re- 
ceived largo  grants  of  land  iu  the  town. 

The  town  of  Ipswich  was  Incorporated 
In  1G34  and  grew  rapidly  in  population 
und  importance;  it  became  the  shire  town 
of  the  county  and  several  of  the  Assist- 
ants and  other  prominent  men  in  the 
Colony  built  their  homes  near  the  slowly 
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flowing-  Agawam. 

The  surrounding  country  was  explored 
and  valuable  meadows  were  discovered 
on  following  up  the  banks  of  the  river  to 
a point  some  seven  miles  inland.  These 
to  the  new  settler  were  particularly  de- 
sirable since  his  cattle  brought  from  the 
mother  country,  required  hay  for  their 
sustinence.  and  the  clearing  of  the  almost 
unbroken  forest  was  an  undertaking  re- 
quiring time  and  the  assistance  of  many 
hands.  Thus  the  New  Meadows,  as  the 
locality  was  named,  was  much  resorted 
to  for  the  easily  obtained  meadow  grass, 
and  as  the  richness  of  the  intervale  land 
was  seen,  settlers  began  to  obtain  grants 
and  build  their  rude  dwellings. 

The  earliest  comers  probably  located 
about  1039  1G40  as  the  following  extract 
from  the  Colony  records  seems  to  show 

‘ Whereas,  at  the  Court  houlden  at  Boston 
the  4th,  7 tli  ino.  1039,  there  was  certain  land 
lying  near  Ipswich  River  granted  for  a vil- 
lage, either  to  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Salem  or  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ip- 
swich who  liaye  farms  near  unto  the  said 
land,  to  he  enjoyed  by  those  who  livst  settled 
a village  there,  they  both  propounding  for  it 
together;  howsoever  the  order  mentioned! 
only  Salem  inhabitants  and  for  as  much  as 
the  said  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  have  for  near 
this  two  years  procured  and  maintained  one 
to  dispence  the  word  of  God  unto  them, which 
they  intend  to  continue,  it  is  therefore  order- 
ed and  granted,  that  Mr.  John  Endeeott  and 
(he  said  inhabitants  of  Ipswich,  viz  , Mr. 
Bradstreot,  Mr.  Symonds.  Mr.  Whittingham, 
Mr.  William  Paine,  Mr.  Robert  Paine,  ami 
suclj  other  of  Ipswich  or  Salem  as  they  shall 
assoeiiito  to  themselves,  shall  have  liberty  to 
settle  a village  near  the  said  river  of  Ipswich 
as  it  may  be  most  convenient  for  them,  to 
which  the  foresaid  land  shall  belong,  viz  , 
all  that  which  lieth  near  the  said  river  (not 
formerly  granted  to  any  town  or  person), 
provided  that  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
lem, who  have  farmes  near  u to  tlie  said  land 
now  granted,  shall  have  liberty  for  one  year 
next  coming  tojoyuo  with  the  said  village.” 
Mass.  Colony  Records. 

Oct.  17,  1043. 

Of  the  a >ove  named  persons  It  is  quite 
certain  that  one  of  them,  Mr.  Wm,  Paine, 
resided  lu  the  new  settlement,  and  ho 
only  at  Intervals,  although  Mr.  Symonds 
for  a part  of  ihe  time  may  have  lived  on 
his  farm  known  as  “Olivers,"  which  had 


its  southerly  bounds  on  Pye  Brook. 

Of  the  settlers  who  were  living  at  the 
New  Meadows  in  1045  we  have  the  names 
of  a few.  Zaccheus  Gould,  Daniel  Clark, 
the  Redingtons,  Abraham  and  John;  Al- 
exander Knight  who  dispensed  the  Word.* 
Mr.  Wm.  Paine,  the  gentlemanly  mer- 
chant; Walter  Roper,  carpenter;  Wm. 
Howard  and  Isaac  Cummings  can  prob 
ably  be  included  in  the  list.  Others  fol- 
lowed, and  in  1048  the  villagers,  feeling 
impressed  with  their  growth  and  import- 
ance, petitioned  the  Court  to  bestow  a 
name  on  “the  village’’at  the  New  Meadows 
at  Ipswich,  which  we  suppose  may  be  an 
encouragement  to  others  to  come  to  live 
amongst  us;  and  also  a means  to  further 
a ministry  amongst  us,  we  think  that 
Hempstead  will  be  a fit  name  if  the  Court 
please  to  gratify  us  herewith.” 

The  petition  was  signed  by  Wm.  Paine. 
Brian  Pendleton  and  Zaccheus  Gould, 
'file  town  narrowly  escaped  being  chris- 
tened Hempstead  as  requested  by  the 
petitioners,  for  the  deputies  voted  to 
grant  the  request:  but  when  the  court  of 
magistrates  came  to  consider  the  propo- 
sition, the  action  of  the  lower  court  was 
set,  aside  and  Toppesfeild  was  substituted. 

This  action  took  place  Oct.  18,  1048, 
and  was  probably  influenced  by  Samuel 
Symonds,  a large  land  owner  in  the  vil- 
lage and  an  important  Assistant.  He  had 
lived  in  the  village  of  Toppcsfleld  in  the 
mother  country, and  no  doubt  was  pleased 
to  perpetuate  the  familiar  name  on  the 
other  .-ide  of  the  broad  Atlantic.  In  1050 
Zaccheus  Gould  and  William  Howard, 
petitioned  the  Court  to  grant  that  Tops 
Held  should  henceforth  be  a town  and 
have  power  within  itself  to  order  all  civil 
u flairs,  and  on  Oct.  the  18th  of  that  year 
the  request  was  granted  and  Topslleld 
began  its  seperate  corporate  existence. 

The  settlement  thus  far  without  excep- 
tion had  peon  made  on  tho  north  side  of 
the  river  and  by  Ipswich  people.  No 
doubt  the  richer  lands  were  suMlclent  in- 
ducement and  the  river  Agawam  Itself 
served  as  a hindrance  to  the  early  occu- 
pation of  the  hills  on  its  southerly  .side. 
In  1039  the  Court  had  granted  Mr.  John 
Endeeott  550  acres  of  land  upon  the  Ips- 
wich river  on  the  north  of  Salem  bounds. 
The  court  did  not  lay  out  the  grant  until 
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a number  of  years  after,  and  then  only  ut 
[ the  repeated  requests  of  Mr.  Endecott  at 
l that  time  Governor  of  the  Colony.  Not 
' until  May  2,  1659  were  the  bounds  set, 
r huving  ‘‘a  brook  against  Goodman 
| Gould’s  land  on  the  east,  Blind  Hole  on 
[ the  south,  and  the  wilderness  elsewhere 
surrounding  the  said  farm,  taking  into 
' the  bounds  thereof  the  swampy  meadow 
: land  that  lyeth  on  the  south  side  of  the 
| river.” 

t Evidences  of  the  presence  of  copper  ore 
were  found  on  the  hills  in  Blind  Hole  at 
\ I he  south  of  the  river,  and  at  the  request 
of  Gov.  Johu  Endecott  the  Court  granted 
• him  Oct  14,  1651,  ‘-three  hundred  acres 
of  woodland  tending  to  the  furtherance 
l of  a copper  work  he  inteuds  to  set  up  in 
I a place  called  Blind  Hole,  neer  to  a farm 
1 formerly  granted  him,  the  said  land  nut 
being  formerly  granted,  provided  he  set 
up  his  said  works  within  seven  years.” 
f The  Governor  engaged  Richard  Leader, 

| who  had  been  superintending  the  iron 
[works  at  Lynn,  to  open  his  copper  mine 
but  ill  success  followed  the  venture  and 
| copper  mining  In  Topsfleld  wus  aban- 
■ doued  for  the  space  of  over  one  hundred 
years.  In  1771  t lie  Massachusetts  Spy 
reported  “that  the  copper-mine  some  time 
; siuco  opened  in  Topslicld  at  12  or  15  feet 
depth,  alfords  such  samples  of  line  lively 
ore  extended  in  spaiti  rings  all  over  the 
pit,  that  experienced  miners  have  de- 
clared the  appearances  preferable  to  any 
[yet  discovered  in  America.” 

. Tradition  has  it  that  a large  quantity 
of  ore  was  tukea  to  Salem  and  loaded 
into  ships  sailing  across  the  sea  in  order 
that  it  might  be  smelted  on  the  other  side. 
Unfortunately  disaster  intervened,  and 
the  ships  were  never  heard  from.  Wheth- 
er the  magnetic  currents  from  the  north 
j treacherously  waved  from  ore  to  compass 
or  chilly  icebergs  floated  in  the  course  of 
'the  ships,  the  sea  alone  can  tell.  So  per- 
ished the  copper  industry  in  Topslicld. 

About  1651  was  built  the  bridge  across 
the  river  uow  kuowu  as  “the  river 
I bridge.”  Walter  Roper  and  William 
'Howard  wore  the  prime  movers  in  the 
enterprise,  both  being  land  owners  near 
by,  and  no  doubt  being  moved  by  the 
growth  of  the  town  ami  the  gi eater  need 
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of  pastrage  and  timber  as  well  as  to 
make  it  easier  to  reach  Salem,  Lynn  and 
Boston.  The  bridge  was  probably  a rude 
structure  well  in  keeping  with  the  blazed 
bridge  patli“leadiug  to  the  south  ” In  1669 
this  path  became  a ways  one  pole  wide, 
hilly  and  but  little  travelled. 

On  the  southerly  side  of  Ipswich  river, 
Topsfleld  has  about  two  thousand  acres 
of  land.  At  the  time  we  are  speaking  of 
Gov.  Endecott  owned  some  five  hundred 
acres,  being  Blind  Hole  and  a portion  of 
the  earlier  grant;  Simon  Bradstreet  after 
wards  Governor,  claimed  about  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  meadow  land  in  the 
more  easterly  part,  while  farmer  Porter 
of  Salem  village  claimed  title  to  a portion 
reaching  to  the  river.  The  villagers  at 
Topslicld  laid  claim  to  the  greater  part  of 
the  remainder  both  upland  and  meadow, 
and  in  1661  the  selectmen,  Ensigne  How- 
lett,  Francis  Pubodye  and  John  Reding- 
tou  were  ordered  to  lav  out  five  hundred 
acres  of  upland  to  remain  common  to 
perpetuity  and  at  the  same  time  to  divide 
the  remainder  of  the  common  land  both 
upland  and  meadow  into  three  equal  di- 
visions. The  matter  of  individual  owner- 
ship of  this  common  land  lay  in  abeyance 
until  1669,  when  the  town  met  together 
aud  cast  lots  “that  euory  on  thereby  mu 
know  whot  is  his  share  and  where  it 
lies.” 

The  lots  were  divided  into  three  sizes, 
“single,  dobel  and  trebel”  and  were  por- 
tioned out  accordingly  as  the  commoners 
had  been  rated  in  the  ministers  rate  for 
1664,  fifty  shillings,  twenty  shillings,  and 
under  twenty  shillings. 

The  list  contains  thirty  names,  all  but 
three,  Mr.  Bradstreet,  Mr.  Endecott  and 
Use  1 to n Hie  Salem  merchant,  being  resi- 
dent iu  Topsfleld  and  living  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  with  one  exception, 
William  Nichols  who  had  in  1652  bought 
of  Henry  Bartholomew  “a  farm  lying 
between  the  bounds  of  Salem  and  Ips- 
wich river.” 

Following  is  the  list  which  shows  the 
heads  of  families  and  gives  a basis  on 
which  to  estimate  the  population  of  the 
town  at  that  time,  1669,  while  the  rating 
shows  practically  u tux  list  and  the  com- 
parative wealth  of  the  town. 
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Mr.  Bradstreet 

£ 2-17-02 

Tho9.  Browning 

£ 

1-06-00 

Mr.  Perkins 

2-03-09 

Jacob  Towne 

1-04  05 

Zacheus  Gould 

4 03  03 

Isaac  Estey 

19  06 

Mp.  Baker 

3-17-05 

William  Towne 

1-12  07 

Thos.  Dorman 

3-03-00 

Edmond  Towne 

1-08-09 

Francis  Pabody 

4-05-02 

Matthew  Standly 

15  08 

William  Euens 

2-11-00 

Anthony  Carell 

11-01 

Duuiell  Clark 

1 04-05 

John  How 

19-00 

Isaac  Cuming9,  senr. 

13-08 

Edmond  Bredges 

15  03 

Isaac  Cumings.  junr. 

1-08-00 

William  Nichols 

1 12  09 

Ensigne  Howlett 

1-08  09 

Vsseltons  Lott 

— 

William  Smith 

13-08 

Lumpkins  feirme 

_ 

Francis  Bates 

09-00 

Robt.  Andrews  land 

12  00 

Mr.  Endicoat 

1-02-00 

So  grew  the  village  and  prospered,  and 

John  Wiles 

1-12-10 

we  today  enjoy  the  full 

fruits  of  the  fore- 

John  Rediugton 

3-05-02 

sight  of  our  straight  b 

•eked  and 

stern- 

Thomas  Perkins 

2-19-07 

eyed  ancestors  from  over  the  sea. 

PETITION  FROM  IPSWICH  FARMERS. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Tofisfield  in  Town  Meeting  assembled , 
September  ye  19:  1758. 


The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers  for 
our  Selves  and  familyes  Humbly  Shew- 
eth,  That  your  Petitioners  have  always 
Laboured  under  Greate  Difficalties  Re- 
specting our  attending  upon  the  Publick 
Worship  of  God — ye  nearest  of  us  Living 
near  four  Miles  from  the  Publick  Meet- 
ing Houses  to  which  we  belong  and  in  a 
corner  of  The  Parrishes  Inhabited  So  that 
by  Reason  of  the  Distance  & Difficalty  of 
passing  Especially  in  the  Winter  Season, 
it  is  Freequently  impracticable  for  us  and 
families  to  attend  the  Public  Worship  att 
our  own  Meeting  Houses  (as  no  doubt 
Gentlemen  you  are  Sensible)  & so  have 
been  obliged  either  to  Tarry  at  Home  or 
attend  with  you  att  Topsfield,  where,  Al- 
tho  we  must  have  been  Burthensome  yet 
we  are  always  Ready  to  acknowledge  we 
have  been  Treated  with  much  kindness 
& Respect,  & also  Respecting  the  Gram- 
mar or  any  other  Public  Town  School  for 
ye  Instruction  of  our  Children.  Such  is 
our  Situation  that  we  can  have  no  advan- 


tage therefrom,  unless  we  Board  out  our 
Children,  which  Inconveniency,  with  some 
others  not  Menshoned,  we  Humbly  con- 
seive  might  be  in  a Greate  Measure  Rem- 
edied by  our  being  with  our  Estates  (a 
greeable  to  a plan  herewith  Exhibited) 
Sett  off  from  ye  Town  of  Ipswich  & an 
nexed  to  ye  Town  of  Topsfield,  we  there- 
fore Humbly  Pray  that  you  won  Take 
our  Case  under  your  Consideration  and 
Pass  a Vote  To  Receive  us  our  families 
and  all  ye  Lands  within  ye  plan  afore- 
menshoned  to  be  annexed  to  ye  Town  of 
Topsfield  to  be  part  and  Percel  thereof  & 
to  do  Duty  and  Receive  Privilege  therein: 
Provided  the  Town  of  Ipswich  agree 
thereto  & the  Greate  and  General  Court 
Confirm  ye  same,  & if  ye  Town  of  Ipswich 
Refuse  to  Sett  us  off,  Join  with  us  in  Pe- 
titioning to  ye  Great  and  General  Court 
to  Sett  us  off  to  your  Town,  and  your  Pe- 
titioners as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever 
Pray. 


Joseph  Comeings, 
John  Lampson,  Junr., 
Israel  Clarke, 
Jabez  Ross, 


Thos.  Cummings, 

Joseph  Cumings,  Juner, 
John  Lampson  ye  Third 


I 
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Topsfield  Warren  Blues. 


Old  Time  Massachusetts  Independent  Infantry. 


By  Benjamin  J.  Balcii. 


The  "rent  merit  of  the  Topsfleld  War 
ren  Blues  as  a military  company,  aud  the 
great  esteem  with  which  the  people  re- 
garded their  infantry,  deserves  that  its 
history  should  have  been  confided  to  abler 
hands.  If  the  work  which  is  here  pre- 
sented contains  any  merit  it  should  in 
justice  be  ascribed  to  the  subject  alone. 
Its  numerous  defects  the  author  can  im- 
pute to  no  one  but  himself. 

The  interest  which  was  taken  in  form- 
ing infantry  companies  sixty  years  ago 
was  not  confined  to  this  locality  alone. 
Almost  every  town  in  the  commonwealth 
had  its  favorite  independent  infantry. 
The  amusements  of  the  people  were  een 
tied  mainly  in  the  training  days  which 
brought  out  the  gay  uniforms,  shining 
equipments  and  the  animating  march  and 
drill  of  the  soldiers  to  the  sound  of-mar- 
tial  music. 

The  amusements  and  habits  of  the 
people  sixty  years  ago  were  very  diUer- 
unt  from  those  of  the  present  day.  More 
hours  were  given  to  labor  every  day 
through  the  year,  boys  were  given  scarce- 
ly a holiday  through  the  year  unless  it 
was  when  the  wonderful  training  day 
came  round.  In  contrasting  the  habit- 
of  the  people  in  those  days  with  one 
whose  memory  goes  buck  to  thut  period 
he  says  “I  remember  well  the  single  holi- 
day given  me  lor  the  yea*-  to  go  to 
Georgetown  to  see  the  parade  of  the  Box 
bird  Washington  Guards  and  Topsliehl 
Warn; n Blues.  After  m.v  morning  chores 
upon  the  Imm  were  done,  with  six  cents 
given  me  for  spending  money,  which  I 
counted  u grout  sum,  1 ran  all  the  way  to 
Georgetown,  seven  miles, without  lusting 
so  as  to  get  there  in  season  to  hear  tin- 
first  drum  beat.  I have  a recollection 
also,  he  says,  of  an  expel  lence  Unit  day 


of  a serious  nature.  With  three  of  my 
six  cents  given  me  for  spending  money  I 
bought  an  orange.  My  other  three  cents 
I laid  up  for  sale  keepiug.  My  orange  I 
ate  peel  and  all,  which  made  me  so  sick 
that  it  gives  me  a painful  sensation  even 
now  to  think  of  it.” 

The  prudent  habits  in  childhood  of 
Dean  Peiley,  which  was  the  boy’s  name, 
followed  him  in  after  years.  He  has  been 
a successful  mau  in  his  business  in  the 
neighboring  town  ol  Danvers  and  is  now 
hale  and  jolly  as  he  was  fifty-five  years 
ago  when  he  ran  through  the  Avoods  of 
Boxford  to  get  earlv  on  the  training 
ground.  The  training  day  then  was 
about  all  that  brought  tin;  people  togeth- 
er, old  or  young,  except  the  always  fully 
attended  church  on  Sunday.  In  contrast 
with  the  condition  of  society  at  that  time 
we  now  have  some  half  a dozen  secret 
orders  besides  numerous  other  oiganiza- 
tions,  the  public  binary  and  the  Sun- 
day newspaper.  With  all  these  provisions 
for  the  intellectual,  moral  and  religious 
welfare  of  the  people,  it  Is  somewhat 
doubtful  if  the  conditions  of  tin-  people 
are  greatly  advanced  Irom  what  they 
weie  sixiy  y cat. s' ago. 

The  duel'  motive  of  forming  tint  1 man- 
try  company,  says  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Kimball, 
one  of  the  pi  line movers  in  the  enter- 
prise, was  for  the  fun  of  it.  Military 
drill,  discipline  and  match  to  the  sound 
of  martial  music  was  a joyous  excitement. 
The  gay  uniforms,  the  shining  equipages 
and  the  name  -of  Infantry  added  to  tins 
Interest.  Back  of  it  ull  the  inspiring 
motive — the  spirit  of  oatrioiism. 

The  capi ti In  of  the  old  Militia,  Nathan- 
iel Coiiani,  win*  was  to  tie  captain  ol  the 
Infantry,  was  an  officer  in  whom  they  all 
I could  take  pride,  lie  was  then  In  t he 
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prime  of  life, being  40  years  of  age,  of  fine 
military  bearing  and  possessed  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  art  military,  a 
quality  which  he  inherited  from  his  great 
ancestor,  Roger  Couunt.  Bancroft,  speak- 
ing of  Cooant  iu  his  history, says  “he  was 
a man  of  extraordinary  vigor.  Iuspired 
as  if  by  some  superior  instinct  he  suc- 
ceeded in  breathing  his  sublime  courage 
into  his  three  companions,  and  they  re- 
solved to  remain  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  as  sentinels  of  the  birth  of  Ameri- 
cau  freedom.” 

“The  Topsfleld  Warren  Blues  was  or- 
ganized, June  1836.” 

This  is  the  wordiug  of  record  kept  by 
A.  S.  Peabody,  clerk  of  the  company, 
which  is  the  only  writing  found  among 
his  papers  which  has  any  reference  to 
the  company.  The  person  who  came  in 
possession  of  the  record  book  of  the  com- 
pany after  it  was  disbanded,  regarded  it 
of  no  value  and  it  became  torn  and  de- 
faced aad  Anally  it  weut  to  the  waste 
basket.  Independentlnfantry  companies 
are  not  registered  at  the  Slate  department. 
We  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
John  H.  Towne  for  a copy  of  papers  re- 
lating to  the  company  which  he  had  pre- 
served from  his  father’s  papers,  who  was 
a member  of  the  company.  They  read  as 
follows  : — 

TopsOeld,  Aug.  26,  1835. 
To  Mu.  Benjamin  B.  Towne: 

Your  Arst  assessment  for  uniform  and 
equipments  is  $20. 00  which  you  are  re 
quested  to  pay  to  the  clerk  of  the  Light 
Infantry  ou  or  before  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber next. 

Per  ol  der  of  standing  committee, 

William  E.  Kimball,  Chairman. 

Top-* field,  Sept.  10,  1836. 

Received  of  Benjamin  B.  Towne  the 
sum  of  $20.00,  it  being  his  first  assess- 
ment for  uniform  and  equipments. 

A.  S.  Peabody,  Clerk. 

Topsfleld,  Sept.  28,  1836. 

Received  of  Benjamin  B.  Towne  the 
sum  of  $20  00,  it  being  his  second  and 
third  assessments  for  a uniform  and 
equipments. 

A . S.  Peabody, Clerk. 

Topsfleld,  Nov.  16,  1837. 

You  being  duly  enrolled  us  a member 


ot  the  T.  W.  Blues  are  hereby  directed  to 
appear  in  citizen’s  dress  at  Capt.  William 
Mundav’s  Tavern  on  Thursday,  the  16th 
of  November,  at  one  o’clock  to  choose  a 
Lieutenant  and  tiii  all  vacancies  that  may 
appear  or  occur. 

Per  onler  of  command!  r. 

A.  S.  Peabody,  Clerk. 

What  further  items  we  have  gathered 
of  the  history  of  the  company  we  learn 
from  the  few  members  ot  the  company 
now  living,  and  from  various  other 
sources.  We  are  cautioned,  however, not 
to  rely  too  much  upon  memory  or  tradl- 
iioD  to  frame  a history.  Yet  we  have 
some  warraut  iu  standing  last  and  hold- 
ing to  the  memory  and  tradition  of  the 
Elders.  The  finest  literary  productions 
the  world  has  ev^r  known,  which  form  a 
part  of  the  classic  literature  taught  in 
our  schools,  were  transmitted  down  by 
memory  from  generation  to  generation, 
ages  before  the  invention  of  the  alphabet. 
“Memory  was  the  mother  of  the  muses,” 
their  language  the  songs  of  the  minstrel. 

To  memory  alone  we  owe  the  preserva- 
tion of  those  lofty  strains  of  poetic  in- 
spiration as  they  were  transmitted  down 
those  far  off  ages. 

In  tne  preliminary  arrangements  for 
ihe  formation  of  the  Iufantiy  company 
i here  occurred  aD  incident  which  caused 
great  division  in  the  company,  and  came 
well  nigh  breaking  up  ihe  organization. 

It  was  then  toward  the  latter  part  of 
President  Jackson’s  second  terra  of  office 
and  political  excitement  was  running  y 
high.  Jackson  had  beeu  chiefly  noted  dur- 
ing his  administration  lor  coercing  the  j 
rebellious  spirit  of  South  Carolina  into  I 
obedience,  and  for  destroying  the  United  I 
Stutes  Bank.  This  administration  hud 
also  been  noted  for  being  .iutber  expen- 
sive In  comparison  with  the  preceding 
1 >ue  under  John  Quincy  Adams.  The  per- 
son who  had  beeu  selected  bv  the  ladies 
to  purchase  the  banuer  with  an  appropri- 
ate motto,  was  a staunch  Adams  man  or 
Whig,  as  the  party  was  called.  He  con- 
ceived the  Idea  tiiat  patriotic  principles 
might  be  represented  on  the  banner  even 
if  there  was  a slight  hint  at  the  politics 
of  the  times.  The  yearly  expense  of  the 
government  under  the  Adams  adminis- 
! trillion  had  been  thirteen  million  dollars, 
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i bat  of  Jackson  thirty-nine  million. 
UpoD  ODe  side  of  the  baooer  was  to  be 
painted  the  portrait  of  Warren  under- 
neath the  words  “To  die  for  ones’  country 
is  both  sweet  and  honorable.”  Upon  the 
other  side  ot  the  banner  it  was  to  read 
••From  13  milliou  to  39  million.”  The 
object  of  this  was  to  show  the  couirast 
hi  the  expense  of  the  government  under 
a Whig  administration  a,nd  under  a Dem- 
ocratic. Luke  R.  Prince  of  Beverly,  a 
celebrated  painter,  was  engaged  to  do 
the  woi  k.  The  committee  man  kept  his 
counsel  and  watched  lor  the  banner.  In 
due  time  the  beautiful  siik  banner  came 
with  the  portrait  of  Warren  painted  on 
one  side  as  directed,  on  the  other  side 
no  13  million  to  39  appeared,  but  instead 
the  picture  of  a donkey  with  stubborn 
disposition  depicted  on  hi*  countenance. 
Here  was  mischief.  Who  did  this?  Where 
did  this  work  come  irom?  was  demanded 
by  every  member  of  the  company.  No 
oue  could  explaiu,  but  there  was  suspi- 
cion that  certain  Democrats  in  the  com- 
pany were  “in  it.”  There  was  such  dis- 
cord that  it  appeared  the  company  would 
disband  at  once.  It  was  theu  but  a few 
days  to  the  time  tixed  for  the  formal  cer- 
emony of  presenting  the  banner  to  the 
compauy.  Arrangements  were  nearly 
completed,  nearly  two  thousaud  dollars 
had  been  expended  lor  uniforms  and 
equipments,  costing  each  member  $40, 
and  the  bright  aud  glorious  prospects  of 
the  company  had  apparently  come  to  an 
end;  but,  in  ibe  midst  of  discord  and 
cuniusiou,a  faint  ray  of  light  was  allowed 
to  break  lu  on  the  darkness.  From  some 
uukiiown  soui ce  came  word  that  the 
motto  on  the  banner  originated  from  no 
member  of  the  compauy.  This  chuugcd 
the  aspect  of  atfalrs.  in  their  glow  ol 
patriotism  no  one  wished  to  disband  the 
compauy  ii  it  could  be  avoided.  As  the 
matter  was  explained  they  began  to  look 
oil  the  atfair  us  a huge  joke.  It  finally 
settled  down  that  the  Deinocruts,  oi 
Locol'ocos,  us  they  Were  culled,  were  sat- 
isfied witli  the  picture,  as  u doukey  stood 
lor  tlrmuess  which  trait  in  this  aaimal 
they  regarded  us  representing  Juckson’s 
character,  while  the  Whigs  said  the 
picture  was  a fair  resemblance  of  un  ape, 
mi  animal  which  they  regarded  Jackson 


resembled  both  in  looks  aDd  character. 
In  this  construction  of  the  matter  the 
subject  rested,  every  one  enjoying  his 
o wn  conclusions. 

Long  time  afterward  it  came  to  light 
that  the  inevitable  clown  in  the  drama  of 
affairs  in  town,  either  secular  or  sacred, 
had  put  his  foot  into  the  subject.  He  had 
gained  access  to  the  painter  oi  the  banner 
in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a change  in  the  motto. 
It  may  be  supposed  the  painter  readily 
complied  with  the  request, as  be  also  was 
a Democrat  or  Locofoco.  For  prudent 
leasous  it  is  thought  best  that  the  name 
of  the  chiel  conspirator  in  this  affair  be 
withheld  till  a certain  event  transpires, 
which,  iu  the  course  of  nature,  sooner  or 
iater  comes  to  all.  Everything  was  now 
bustle  aud  stir  in  preparation  for  the 
formal  reception  of  the  bauner.  The 
Boxlord  Washington  Guards,  William 
Low,  commander,  weie  invited  to  be 
present  on  the  occasion.  The  celebrated 
Boston  Brass  Baud,  Joseph  Green, leader, 
was  engaged  for  the  day.  This  was  the 
uand  which  was  led  atone  time  by  the 
celebrated  performer  on  the  bugle,  Ned 
Kendal,  and  laier  by  Arthur  Hall.  Mr. 
Hall  had  a gold  bugle  presented  to  him 
as  a compliment  to  his  great  merit  as  a 
periormer  on  the  bugle.  This  was  before 
the  gold  basis  excitement,  other  than 
what  was  caused  by  the  gold  iu  this  mre 
instrument-  The  banner  was  to  be  pie- 
seuted  to  the  company  (with  an  appro- 
priate address)  by  one  ot  Topsfleld’s  fair- 
est Jaugliteis,  Miss  Sally  Muuday,  who 
vvus  chosen  lor  this  duty  by  the  ladles  of 
the  town. 

The  mode  of  travelling  long  distances 
in  those  days  was  by  stage.  This  occa- 
sion was  t.vo  years  previous  to  the  open- 
mg  of  the  railroad  for  travel  between 
Boston  aud  Salem.  The  Boston  Brass 
Band  therefore  must  come  to  Topstield 
by  stage.  A stage  ride  from  Boston  to 
Topslleld  was  an  adventure  which  few  iu 
these  years  would  cure  to  undertake,  it 
was  run  or  trot  the  hoi  yes  all  the  dis- 
tance up  hill  and  dowu  from  start  to  fin- 
ish. The  relays  between  Boston  aud 
Newburypoit  were  at  Lynn  field  und  at 
Gumming*’  lit  Topstleld.  the  names  of 
Meudoii,  riiiklium,  Tuttle  and  Con.int  ui e 
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familiar  to  the  older  people  whose  mem- 
ory goes  back  to  those  joyous  days  as  the 
gallant  stage  drivers  who  passed  daily 
over  the  Turnpike  between  Boston  and 
Newburyport.  The  sensation  they 
caused  among  the  young  people  is  re- 
membered as  they  reined  into  town  four 
in  hand  blowing  their  stage  horns  as  the 
signal  of  approach.  Great  was  the  com- 
motion at  Cummings’  on  hearing  the 
sound  of  the  stage  horn.  The  clattering 
of  dishes  and  glasses ; the  delicious  odor 
of  rich  viands  and  cordials  betokened  the 
bounteous  table  always  to  be  found  at 
Cummings’  Hotel.  This  celebrated  hos- 1 
telry  became  the  favorite  resort  of  the 
Warren  Blues  on  many  a festive  occa- 
sion in  alter  years.  It  is  remembered 
that  a learned  parrot  lived  for  many 
years  in  the  oarrootn  at  this  place.  Wheu 
the  parrot  heard  the  sound  of  the  stage 
horn  he  always  gave  notice  to  the  trusty  j 
man  of  affairs  in  a loud,  distinct  voice, 
saying  “Uncle  Jones,  stage  coming”  and 
to  the  faithful  cook,  “Granny  Bowdoin, 
get  dinner,  stage  coming.”  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  presentation  of  the  banner 
to  the  Warren  Blues  the  extra  stages 
which  brought  the  band  from  Boston 
were  to  stop  at  the  new  Hotel  kept  by 
Captaiu  William  Munday.  It  was  this 
Captain’s  daughter  who  was  to  deliver 
the  address  and  present  the  banner  to  the 
new  company.  Captaiu  Munday  gained 
his  commission  in  the  government  ser- 
vice as  captain  of  a company  of  Cavaliy. 
This  company  had  then  been  sometime 
disbanded.  The  last  time  they  met  for 
choice  of  ofllcers,  which  was  at  Newbury 
port,  the  company  hud  dwindled  down  to 
so  few  in  number  that  It  took  the  whole 
company  to  1111  the  olllces  except  one 
man.  'rite  ofllcers  took  pity  on  the  poor 
lone  trooper  anil  b.‘guu  to  cast  about  to 
make  him  an  olllce.  “Don’t  trouble  your- 
selves,” said  Thomas  Moore,  the  troop- 
er’s  name,  “I  had  rather  be  a whole  com- 
pany than  one  single  olllcer.” 

Early  on  Thursday,  the  27th  of  October, 
strangers  begat  to  gather  into  the 
little  town  nestled  away  among  the  hills 
Where  ft eedom  had  its  birth,  and  soon  a 
great  multitude  thronged  the  village. 
This  wus  the  day  the  Infantry  company 
was  to  receive  its  banner;  the  place 


appointed  for  the  reception  was  on  the 
compass  in  front  of  the  Academy.  The 
armory  of  the  company  was  in  the  acad- 
emy building.  Early  in  the  morning  the 
company  met  at  their  armory,  from 
whence  they  marched  to  the  Box  ford 
Hue  and  escort  d the  Boxford  Washing- 
ton Guards  to  the  elegant  mansion  of 
their  generous  townsman,  Asa  Pingiee, 
Esq.,  where  they  partook  of  a splendid 
collation.  At  two  o’clock  General  Lowe, 
Major  Stone,  the  two  companies  and  in- 
vited guests  dined  at  Captain  M unday's 
Hotel.  They  were  served  with  a must 
sumptuous  dinner.  These  munificent  tok- 
ens of  respect, so  politely  and  gratuitous- 
ly tendered,  excited  i lie  gratitude  of  all 
who  partook  of  such  liberal  enteitain- 
ment.  After  dinner  the  two  companies, 
with  the  citizens  joining,  were  escorted 
by  the  Brass  Band  to  the  grounds  iu 
front  of  the  Academy.  Miss  Sally  Muu- 
day,  then  coming  forward  and  standing 
on  the  steps  of  the  building  arrayed  in 
white,  the  flag  in  her  light  hand,  ad- 
dressed the  company  in  these  words:  — 

“Soldiers:  It  is  with  patriotic  pride  in 
the  name  of  the  ladies  of  Topstield  I pre- 
sent you  this  banner  and  bid  you  emulate 
the  virtues  and  military  talent  of  the  un- 
daunted Warren,  whose  name  you  have 
chosen.  Should  the  Independence  ever 
oe  endangered,  which  lie  and  Ids  associ- 
ates gained  for  you,  may  you  arm  with 
the  same  zeal  and  conquer  iu  the  cause 
of  freedom.  Who  among  you  will  sin  Ink 
from  following  this  standard  in  defense 
of  his  country  and  his  home?  Who  will 
refuse  to  make  himself  a supporter  of  the 
liberty  so  nobly  gained  by  the  heroes  of 
the  Revolution,  and  who,  as  the  silken 
folds  of  i his  unstained  pennant  me  cast 
to  the  free  air  of  Heaven,  will  forget  that 
God  arms  the  hand  ami  shields  the 
heart  of  the  patriot?  In  this  faith  may  you 
ever  be  found  uinid  the  guunlians  which 
Heaven  sends  to  protect  the  freedom  of 
our  happy  land.  Mas  you  never  rally 
round  this  banner  stall’ save  in  a rightful 
cause.” 

The  address  wus  given  with  that  grace 
of  manner  and  force  of  expression,  which 
called  forth  the  loud  cheers  of  the  people. 
After  the  response  by  the  band,  Captain 
Nulliti niel  Conant  replied  to  the  address 
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as  follows : 

“Madam  : In  the  name  of  the  Topsfleld 
Warren  Blues  we  gratefully  accept  and 
teuder  our  most  respectlul  acknowledge- 
ment to  the  ladies  of  Topsfleld  for  this 
very  beautiful  standard.  We  hope  the 
name  we  have  selected  for  our  corps  will 
ever  prompt  us  to  deeds  of  valor,  and 
that  in  the  service  or  our  country  we 
shall  always  follow  without  shaming  the 
Immortal  image  borne  upon  this  flag,  und 
our  homes, ever  dear, will  possess  new  and 
increased  value  from  tbe  manifestations 
which  the  ladies  of  Topsfleld  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us  io  regard  to  our 
corps.  We  profess  to  train  and  prepare 
ourselves  for  the  protection  of  virtue,  the 
defense  of  liberty  and  independence,  the 
security  of  our  institutions,  civil,  literary 
and  religious,  relying  for  aid  in  such  im- 
portant duties  upon  a continuance  oi 
your  favorable  regards  and  the  smiles  oi 
Heaven;  and  hope  we  shall  be  ready  at 
all  times  to  adopt  the  motto  inscribed  on 
our  banner,  “To  die  for  one’s  country  is 
both  sweet  and  honorable.”  The  address 
of  Capt.  Couant  was  also  received  with 
great  aoplause. 

After  the  banner  was  received.  Cupt 
Conant  placed  it  in  the  hand  of  William 
E.  Kimball,  who  had  been  chosen  bearer 
of  the  banner. by  the  company.  General 
Lowe  then  gave  a sentiment  in  which  he 
most  happily  alluded  to  the  protection 
the  ladies  so  justly  merited  from  the 
soldiers  and  citizens  of  our  happy  and 
glorious  liepablic.  In  the  evening  the 
lovers  of  music  were  entertained  at  the 
hotel  In  the  most  pleasing  manner  by 
the  performances  of  the  band.  There 
was  also  a grand  ball  that  evening  at 
Cummings’. 

The  day  was  flue  and  the  whole  exhibi- 
tion was  brilliant  and  gratifying.  To  be 
deliuite  concerning  the  apparel  of  the 
fair  orator  for  the  occasion,  her  dress 
was  white  muslin, low  neck, short  sleeves, 
blue  trimmings  and  long  milts.  Not  long 
after  this  eventful  day  Miss  Munday  was 
married  to  the  Lieuteuuut  of  the  com- 
pany, Lemuel  Ilolten  Gould,  whom  it  is 
said  she  captured  on  this  occasion  and 
held  him  her  prisoner.  Lieuteuuut  Gould 
was  afterward  promoted  captain  of  tin- 
company,  Capt.  Couant  being  promoted 


Maj.  of  Brigade.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Gould.  Mrs.  Ann  Gould 
Ferguson,  for  a copy  of  the  address. 
Mauy  lucldeuts  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day  in  connection  with  the  cele- 
bration, but  the  space  which  is  allotted 
ror  this  paper  will  not  permit  us  to  make 
record.  We  shall  therefore  pass  to  a few 
of  the  prominent  points  of  interest  in 
connection  with  this  company. 

The  music  employed  by  the  company 
for  regular  duty, or  the  company  band  so- 
called,  is  of  next  importance  to  the  com- 
pany itself.  This  baud  was  composed  of 
seven  members,  called  the  McKenzie 
Band,  part  of  the  members  belonging  in 
West  Ipswich  or  Firetovvn,  so  called,  and 
part  in  Topsfleld.  The  leader  of  the 
band,  Alfred  McKenzie,  played  B flat 
bugle.  This  was  before  the  invention  of 
the  cornet  of  latter  days.  It  appears  by 
the  scriptures  there  was  an  instrument 
that  went  by  that  name  several  thousand 
years  ago.  Addison  McKenzie, a brother  of 
Alfred,  also  played  B flat  bugle.  Samuel 
McKenzie,  brother,  played  trambone  ; Jo- 
seph Chapman, clarionet ; William  Spiller, 
life ; Julin  B.  Lake,  son  of  Silas  Lake  who 
mauy  years  ago  was  a famous  player  on 
snare  drum,  played  bass  drum;  and  Eph- 
raim Averill  played  on  the  snare  drum. 
For  a country  band  in  those  days  it  was 
considered  good  music.  If  the  Boston 
brass  band  excelled  in  practice,  the  Mc- 
Keuzle  baud  was  not  wanting  in  i lie 
knowledge  of  the  theory  of  music.  F«»r 
genius  and  quaint  originality  of  charac- 
ter, some  of  the  members  of  this  band 
were  greatly  distinguished.  They  were 
greatly  liked  bv  the  Warren  Blues  and 
continued  to  be  the  company’s  baud  s<» 
long  as  they  preserved  their  organization. 
Out  of  the  seven  members  of  the  band, 
four  arc  still  living,  all  over  eighty  years 
of  age,  Ephraim  Averill,  Allred  McKen- 
zie, Joseph  Chapman  and  William  [Spiller. 
Out  of  the  whole  company,  3(*  when  or- 
ganized, live  only  arc  living.  In  contiu>t 
it  speaks  favorably  for  the  profession  of 
a musician  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  length 
of  days.  Mr.  Joseph  Chapman,  to  whom 
1 am  indebted  for  much  Information  con- 
cerning the  band  and  company,  is  re- 
markably well  preserved  for  a man  of  Ills 
age.  In  speaking  with  him  a few  days 
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ago  ofincidents  io  connection  with  the 
presentation  of  the  flag,  said  he,  “I  think 
I can  recall  some  of  the  first  part  of  Miss 
Munday’s  address.  Wasn’t  it  something 
this  way, ‘Soldiers  : It  is  with  patriotic 
pride  I preseut  you  this  banner?’  ” These 
words  were  accurately  remembered  by 
Mr.  Chapman  after  merely  hearing  them 
uttered  uearlv  sixty  years  ago. 

Iucideuts  of  interest  which  happened 
on  training  days  are  remembeied  by  the 
old  people  and  told  with  great  enjoyment. 
It  was  on  the  day  of  Brigade  muster, 
which  occurred  iu  Top-field  iu  the  fall  of 
1839  or  1840.  The  field  appropriated  for 
this  purpose  was  the  land  where  now  art* 
the  residences  of  Mis.  Herrick,  Miss  Ray 
and  Frederick  Merriam,  extending  back 
as  far  as  the  laud. of  Mrs.  Kimball’s.  From 
this  place  up  to  Captain  Munday’s  Hotel, 
on  that  day  the  ground  was  covered  with 
gambling  tables,  roulette,  dice  and  other 
gambliug  inventions.  The  crowd  that 
occupied  these  tables  was  chiefly  from 
Boston.  Mouey  in  great  abundauce  was 
seeu  on  the  tables  and  rapidly  changing 
hands  from  one  to  another.  As  it  wa> 
exposed  to  public  view  It  greatly  annoyed 
the  citizens  of  the  town.  In  the  after* 
uoou,  as  soon  as  the  companies  were  dis- 
missed, a platoon  of  the  Warren  Blues 
was  seeu  charging  on  the  double  quick 
in  the  dilection  of  the  gambling  tables. 
In  an  instant,  dice,  roulette  tables,  mone> 
and  all  were  overturned  and  rolling  in  a 
broken  mass  on  thegrouud.  The  gamblers 
fled  for  their  lives.  This  incident  reflect 
ed  great  credit  ou  the  Warren  Blues  andj 
made  them  respected  by  every  cltizeu  in 
the  town.  It  was  a custom,  as  lias  been 
observed,  for  the  Warren  Blues  on  train- 
ing days  to  visit  Cummings'  Hotel  situat- 
ed upon  the  turnpike.  It  wa>a  pleasant 
march  there  as  there  was  a flue  view  at 
that  place  of  the  surrounding  country. 
They  were  on  their  return  on  this  partic- 
ular occasion  from  this  hospitable  resort, 
when  the  old  militia  company,  which  was 
obliged  by  law  to  come  out  at  May  train- 
iug,  had  formed  on  the  common  and  were 
on  the  march  towards  the  same  resort 
which  the  Warreu  Blues  had  just  visited. 
There  was  some  feeling  existing  between 
the  two  companies  caused  purlly  by  the 
contrast  In  the  uniforms  and  equipage, 


partly  by  the  great  crowd  which  followed 
the  Infantry  showing  by  this  their  par 
tiality  to  the  gay  uniforms.  On  the  level 
ground  near  the  brook,  where  the  two 
companies  were  to  pass  each  oiher,  was 
a large  puddle  ol  water  which  was 
caused  by  the  recent  rains  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  road,  which  was  made  iu 
that  place  to  hold  the  water.  Such  a 
place  is  not  a rare  thing  in  these  days. 
It  was  noticed  before  reaching  the  spot 
where  they  were  to  pass;  a member  of 
the  militia  company  stepped  from  the 
rauks  and  took  a stone  from  the  wall  and 
concealed  it  under  his  coat.  Wheu  they 
were  just  opposite  the  water  the  man 
threw  the  stone  w»th  great  force  into  the 
water,  which  splashed  the  mud  and  water 
over  many  of  the  gay  uniforms.  This 
brought  out  a rousiug  cheer  from  the 
militia.  In  conversing  with  uu  old  lady, 
wife  of  oue  of  the  infantry,  she  says  “you 
can’t  think  how  much  work  it  cost  us  to 
keep  those  uniforms  clean.  Every  time 
they  trained,”  she  said,  “we  had  to  re- 
move the  red  stripe  from  the  white  tron- 
ses  (she  culled  them  trouses,)  as  the  red 
would  mix  in  with  the  white  if  wash*  d 
together,  and  we  had  to  take  off  all  the 
buttons  from  the  coats  to  scour  them.  It. 
was  a deal  of  work,  but,”  she  said,  “we 
wimmeu  eujoyed  looking  at  the  soldiers, 
all  the  same.”  There  really  was  no  per- 
sonal feeling  between  the  members  of 
the  two  companies  The  man  who  threw 
the  stone  that  splashed  the  mud  on  the 
uniforms  was  oue  uf  the  best  friends  of 
the  Infantry.  He,  like  many  others  . of 
the  militia,  contributed  generously  to 
their  support,  lie  gave  them  on  the  oc- 
casion of  their  organization  his  pcculiur 
snm,  which  he  gave  fur  special  objects, 
$33. 33  1 3 and  managed  some  way  to  make 
the  change  himself.  He  was  uo  other  than 
Asa  Piugree,  who  entertained  them  so 
genei  ously  at  his  mansion  ou  the  occasiou 
of  the  receptiou  of  their  banuer. 

For  want  ol  time  we  can  merely  allude 
to  the  sham  fight  at  the  Brigade  muster 
In  Boxford,  in  the  fall  of  1838.  which  re- 
flected great  credit  on  the  discipline  of 
the  Warren  Blues,  also  their  visit  at 
Bunker  Hill,  4th  of  July,  1842,  on  the 
occasion  of  celebrating  the  completion  of 
I Bunker  Hill  monument,  Daniel  Webster 
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delivering  the  oratloo.  How  loug  the 
organization  continued  we  have  no  iec- 
ord.  Independent  companies  received  a 
bounty  of  five  dollars  a soldier.  In  1845 
they  received  the  last  bounties  of  which 
they  have  a record.  About  this  time  the 
law  providing  for  this  bounty  was  re- 
pealed and  the  company  disbanded. 

We  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  company  of  chiefest  import- 
ance. What  mean  the  letters  on  that  cap 
and  knapsack.  T.  W.  B.,  Topsfleld  War- 
ren Blues?  What  did  the  name  of  War- 
ren signify  to  that  company?  What  does 
the  name  of  Warren  signify  to  us?  In 
answer  to  this  question  we  point  to  the 
Nation.  There  she  is — behold  her! 

As  we  consider  the  many  millions  thatj 
have  been  affected  by  the  name  Warren, 
the  increasing  millions  who  are  yet  to 
follow,  it  is  fitting  to  note  if  we  are  guid- 
ed by  the  same  compass  that  directed  | 
that  great  leader  in  the  principles  thatj 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Great  Repub-' 
lie.  In  the  library  of  the  state  depart-! 
rnent  is  a volume  of  manuscripts  of  great) 
value.  They  are  the  original  responses! 
sent  by  the  Massachusetts  towns  to  the1 
committee  of  correspondence,  Samuel 
Adams,  Joseph  Warren  and  James  Otis, 
who  hud  asked  the  people  to  convene  to- 
gether and  express  their  feelings  and! 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  infringements  of 
Parliament  on  the  rights  of  the  people, 
so  that,  in  the  answers  returned,  the  col 
lected  wisdom  and  fortitude  of  the  whole 
people  might  dictate  measures  for  the 
rescue  of  their  huppy  and  glorious  con- 
stitution.” One  of  those  papers  is  from 
Topsfield  signed  by  Captain  Samuel 
Smith,  Captain  John  Boardman  and  Dea- 
con John  Gould,  a committee  chosen  by 
the  town  to  forward  their  answer. 

We  honor  and  revere  the  men  of  the 
Revolution  for  their  bravery  in  the  hour 
of  battle,  but  their  courage  dates  back  to 
the  principles  which  Inspired  them,  the 
preparation  for  the  coining  event.  Tin 
collected  wisdom  and  fortitude  of  the 
people,  as  expressed  through  these  papers) 
from  the  different  towns,  Inspired  them! 
with  courage  for  the  coming  conlllct.  It 
laid  t ho  foundation  of  the  first  govern- 
ment of  the  people  on  the  earth,  created 
by  the  people  and  for  the  people.  It  was 


sealed  in  the  blood  of  the  immortal  War- 
ren. Surrounding  that  great  spirit  are 
gathered  a great  multitude  who  have 
given  their  lives  to  defend  the  govern- 
ment that  the  Nation  might  live  and  not 
perish  from  the  earth.  As  we  dedicate 
this  evening  to  the  memory  of  our  patri- 
ot fathers,  it  is  fitting  that  we  renew 
our  vows  of  fidelity  to  the  principles  for 
which  they  gave  their  “last,  full  measure 
of  devotion .” 


Roster  of  the  Company. 


Commissioned 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Conant  June  30,  1836 
Capt.  Lemuel  H.  Gould  Dec.  24,  1840 
1st  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Perley  June  30,  1836 
1st  Lieut.  Joel  Lake  Nov.  16, 1837 

1st  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Munday  Dec.  24,  1840 
2d  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Mundav  May  27,  1840 
2d  Lieut.  Thomas  Gould  Dec.  24,  1840 

3d  Lient.  Thomas  Gould  May  27,  1840 

Ensign  Joel  Lake  June  30,  1836 

Ensign  Nehemlah  Balch  Nov.  16,  1837 
Surgeon  Joseph  C.  Batchelder 
Surgeon’s  Mate,  Joseph  Lloyd  Wellington 
Chaplain,  Leonard  B.  Griflin 

Capt.  Nat’l  Conant  was  promoted  Sept 
7,  1840,  major  and  inspector  of  the  4th 
Brigade,  Mass.  Lt.  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Nat’l.  Perley  was  promoted  ma- 
jor Aug.  8,  1837,  Lieut.  Col.  Sept.  6,  1838, 
Colonel  Mar.  27,  1830  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral of  the  4th  Mass.  Light  Infantry  Sept. 
4,  1840. 


Adams,  Benjamin  F.  Came  from  N.  II., 
was  a farmer  and  shoemaker,  built 
the  house  now  owned  by  Levi  Beal, 
removed  to  Reading,  Mass.,  about 
1875  and  died  there  in  1888,  aged  80. 

Adams,  Benjamin.  Came  from  Middle- 
ton,  Mass,  was  a shoemaker  by  trade, 
built  the  house  now  occupied  by  J.  J. 
Hardy,  was  popularly  known  as  “Lit- 
tle Ben.”  Died  in  Topsfield  in  1840, 
aged  36. 

Andrews,  Aaron  A.  Bom  in  Topsfield, 
a butcher  by  trade  and  employed  by 
T.  P.  Munday,  enlisted  in  23d  Mass. 
Infantry,  but  was  never  mustered  in- 
to the  service.  Died  in  Topsfield  in 
1877,  aged  54. 
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Atkinson,  William  D.  Came  to  Tops- 
field  from  Lynn,  woraed  at  his  trade, 
house  painting,  for  a short  time  and 
removed  to  Boston. 

Averill,  Aaron  Perley,  Born  in  Tops 
field,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  removed 
to  Georgetown  and  died  there  in 
1805,  aged  55. 

Balcii,  Neiiemiaii  Born  in  Topsfield  and 
died  there  in  1884,  aged  77.  Was  a 
shoe  manufacturer,  >erved  the  town 
as  treasurer  aud  assessor,  was  ensign 
of  the  company. 

Batch  elder,  Joseph  Cummings.  Came 
from  Boxford,  was  an  excellent  phy- 
sician, removed  to  Templeton,  Mass, 
in  1850  after  practicing  medicine  in 
Topsfield  nearly  fifteen  years;  he  was 
the  successor  of  Jeremiah  Stone,  M. 
D.,  who  removed  to  Proviucetown, 
Mass,  in  18136  Dr.  Batchelder  built 
the  hou*e  n »w  owned  and  occupied 
by  John  Bailey ; he  wus  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Couitin  1840, 
was  the  inventor  of  the  boring  ma- 
chine that  was  used  lor  a time  while 
the  Hoosac  Tunnel  was  being  con- 
structed, proving  at  that  time  a par- 
tial failure,  enlisted  as  surgeon  in  the 
23d  Mass.  Vols.,  but  saw  little  ser- 
vice- was  surgeon  of  the  compauy  of 
“Blues.” 

Bassett,  David.  Came  from  Gloucester 
and  learned  the  wheelwright’s  trade 
with  Thomas  K.  Leach,  removed  to 
Beverly  (?; 

Blaisdicll,  James.  Born  in  Topsfield  and 
died  there  in  1850,  aged  82,  a shoe- 
maker by  trade. 

Brackett,  Charles  U.  Came  from  Wolf 
boro,  N.  U.,  was  a carpenter  by  trade 
and  built  many  of  the  older  houses 
now  standing  in  town,  also  In  1848 
the  church  at  LinobrooK  parish,  lie 
lived  In  town  about  ten  years  remov- 
ing to  Ipswich  in  1848  and  afterwards 
to  Quincy,  Mass.,  where  he  died 
about  1880.  Represented  the  town 
at  the  General  Court  in  1848. 

Bradstreet,  John.  Born  In  Topsfield 
and  died  there  in  1847,  aged  80. was  a 
shoemaker, ut  one  time  living  in  Box- 
ford. 

Bradstreet,  William.  Born  In  Tops- 
Jleld,  a farin'  r,  and  is  now  living  in 


Danvers. 

Chapman,  Edward  A.  He  was  a cabinet 
maker  by  trade  and  also  worked  as  a 
housepiinter.  Removed  to  Haverhill. 

Chapman,  John  K.  Came  from  Line- 
brook  Parish,  Ipswich,  shoemaker 
and  farmer.  Is  now  living  in  Ips- 
wich. 

Clark,  David.  Born  in  Topsfield  and 
died  there  in  1880,  aged  06.  Farmer. 
Selectman  for  a number  of  years. 

Conant,  Nathaniel.  Born  in  Topsfield 
and  died  there  in  1872,  aged  70.  Was 
captain  of  the  “Blues”  at  their  or- 
ganization, afterwards  being  promot- 
ed to  be  major  an!  brigade  inspector 
of  the  4th  Brigade  Mass.  Light  In- 
fantry. He  represented  the  town 
twice  at  the  General  Court,  in  1854 
and  1803. 

Crowell,  Josiaii.  C ime  from  Salem, 
was  a sh  lemaker  by  trade.  Died  in 
Topsfield  in  1880,  aged  85. 

Currier,  Moses  J.  Came  from  Enfield, 
N.  11.,  was  a clerk  in  F.  & N.  Perley’s 
genet al  store,  and  alter  living  in 
town  about  three  years  removed  to 
Dauvers,  where  he  died  in  1892. 

Dodge,  Francis.  Lived  in  Hamilton, 
was  a farmer. 

Elliot,  Charles  A.  Boru  in  Topsfield, 
was  a snoemaker  and  farmer.  Re- 
moved to  Danvers  about  1855  and 
died  there  in  1895. 

GalluR,  William  Porter.  Burn  in  Top- 
field  and  dird  there  in  1890,  aged  80. 
Was  a shoe  bottom  finisher,  uNo  < n- 
gaged  In  ihc  undertaking'  bu-iness 
for  a number  of  years,  built  the  house 
now  occupied  by  his  sou  W.  W.  Gal- 
lup, was  sergeant  in  the  company. 

Gieeord,  William  R.  Came  from  Salem, 
removed  to  the  state  of  New  York  in 
1843  or  4.  Farmer. 

Gould,  Arial  II.  Born  in  Topsfield  and 
died  there  in  1879,  aged  01.  Carried 
on  a large  butchering  business,  was 
selectman  for  a number  of  years. 

Gould,  Charles.  Born  in  Topsfield, 
shoemaker.  Is  still  living. 

Gould,  Emerson  P.  Born  in  Topsfield. 
A schoolmaster  in  his  younger  days, 
afterwards  learning  the  butchering 
business.  Enlisted  in  the  48th  Mass. 
Vols.,  and  died  In  the  hospital  al 
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Baton  Rouge,  La.,  June  5,  1863, 

1 aged  51,  from  the  effects  of  an  injury 
received  In  the  slaughter  house  con- 
nected with  the  army  headquarters, 
i Gould,  Jonathan  Porter.  Born  in 
Topsfleld  and  died  there  in‘1860,  aged 
46.  Carried  on  a large  butchering 
business. 

Gould,  Josiaii  L.  Born  in  Topslield  and 
died  there  in  1880,  aged  63.  Was  a 
farmer,  built  the  house  now  owned 
by  Horace  Bradstreet. 

I Gould,  Lemuel  Holton.  Born  in  Tops- 
fleld in  1800,  farmer.  Went  to  Cali, 
fornla  in  1858,  living  there  until  his 
death  at  Sacramento  in  1877.  Was 
captain  of  the  company  succeeding 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Conant  in  1840. 
Gould,  Thomas.  Born  in  Topsfleld  and 
died  there  in  1882,  aged  75,  was  a 
farmer,  superintendent  of  the  alms- 
I , house  for  nearly  12  years,  a select- 
i - man,  aud  represented  the  town  at  the 
General  Court  in  1840.  Served  as 
2d  aud  3d  lieutenant  of  the  company. 

| Griffin,  Leonard  B.  A minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Born 
in  Connecticut,  came  to  Topsfleld 
from  Gloucester,  preached  in  Tops- 
* fleld  in  1840-1,  a successful  charge, 
twenty  live  joining  the  church  while 
under  his  care.  From  Topsfleld  he 
went  to  Oambridgeport;  vvas  chap- 
lain of  the  company. 

IIood,  John  Gould.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1858,  aged  51.  Was 
an  able  school  master  in  his  younger 
days,  afterwards  a farmer  and  justice 
of  the  peace,  also  holding  many  ofli 
ces  in  the  town  government.  For  a 
great  many  years  he  manufactured 
cofllns,  supplying  Topsfleld  and  the 
adjoining  towns. 

IIuchard,  Humphrey  Gould.  Born  in 
Topsfleld  and  died  there  iu  1847,  aged 
40.  Shoemaker. 

Janes,  Samuel.  Born  in  Salem  and  died 
in  Topsfleld  in  1873,  aged  71.  Was  a 
shoemaker,  afterwards  engaging  in 
the  express  business  between  Tops- 
i field  and  Salem,  carrying  it  on  about 
ten  years. 

1 Kimball,  Benjamin.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1882,  aged  80.  Man- 
ufactured a high  grade  of  boots:  was 


town  treasurer  1853-61. 

Kimball,  William  E.  Born  in  Tops- 
fleld, carried  oo  a blacksmithlng  bus- 
iness in  his  earlier  days,  but  after-' 
wards  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
East  India  goods  business;  died  iu 
Danvers,  Nov.,  1895,  aged  91. 

Lake,  David,  Jn.  Born  in  Topsfleld.  A 
farmer,  but  ut  one  time  carried  on  a 
shoe  manufacturing  business,  became 
infected  with  the  gold  fever  in  1852 
anxl  started  for  California  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus.  Reached  Panama  In 
safety  and  with  some  seventy  others 
chartered  a small  schooner  aud  sailed 
for  San  Francisco.  The  vessel  was 
insufficiently  provisioned  and  nearly 
half  of  those  ou  board  died  of  starva- 
tion and  found  a watery  grave.  The 
survivors  finally  reached  the  Califor- 
nia coast  and  after  spending  four 
years  in  the  state  Mr.  Lake  returned 
to  Topsfleld  April  4,  1859.  lie  started 
for  California  a second  time  and  on 
the  28th  died  in  the  Pacific  ocean  on 
the  upward  voyage  from  Panama, 
aged  62. 

Lake,  Eleazer,  Jr.  Born  iu  Topsfleld 
aud  died  there  in  1867,  aged  57.  He 
was  a farmer  and  shoemaker;  was 
held  in  great  repute  as  a hunter. 

Lake,  John  Brown.  Born  in  Bostouand 
died  in  BoxL»rd  in  1878, aged  61.  Was 
a farmer  and  shoemaker.  Started  for 
• California  in  1852,  reached  Panama, 
but  was  unable  to  obtain  passage  for 
San  Francisco  and  returned  to  Tops- 
fleld. Enlisted  in  the  23d  Mass.  Inf., 
was  base  drummer  iu  McKenzie’s 
band. 

Lake,  Joel.  Born  in  Topsfleld  and  died 
there  in  1860,  aged  57.  Shoe  manu- 
facturer aud  nurseryman. 

Lamson,  Josiali  B.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1868  aged  53. 
Farmer. 

Lane,  Thomas  L.  Born  in  Gloucester 
and  died  in  Top -Held  in  1856, aged  40. 
Was  a boot  and  shoe  manufacturer, 
selectman  for  many  years 

Lkaoii,  Thomas  Kimball.  Came  from 
Wonham  and  died  In  Topsfleld  iu 
1892,  aged  77.  Carried  on  a wheel- 
wright business  for  57  years. 

Lemont,  Stephen  W.  Came  from  Litch- 
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field,  Me.,  and  died  in  Topsfleld  in 
1844  aged  27.  Was  a blacksmith. 

Lewis,  Frederick  A.  Came  from  Salem  : 
was  a sailor  by  profession  but  worked 
at  shoemakiug,  at  one  time  sailed  in 
coasting  and  fishing  vessels.  The 
Gloucester  boat  of  which  he  was  first 
mate  was  lost  on  the  Grand  Banks, 
uot  a man  returning  to  tell  the  tale. 

Long,  Henry.  Came  from  No.  Andover, 
Mass.,  and  died  in  Topstield  in  1871, 
aged  52.  Blacksmith  and  stable  keep 
er.  He  at  one  time  trained  with  the 
Washington  Guards  of  Boxford. 

McKenzie,  Addison.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  in  Dover,  N.  H.,  in  1886, 
aged  44.  He  was  a machinist  by 
trade;  played  B flat  bugle  iu  McKen- 
zie’s baud. 

McKenzie,  Alfred.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  is  now  living  in  Peabody.  Shoe 
manufacturer.  Leader  of  McKenzie’s 
band,  playing  B flat  bugle. 

McKenzie,  Constantine.  Born  in  Tops- 
field,  a carpenter  by  trade,  went  to 
California  in  1852  and  is  now  iiving 
iu  San  Francisco. 

McKenzie,  Samuel  S.  Born  in  Tops 
field  and  died  there  in  1891,  aged  81. 
Civil  engineer  and  jeweller;  f-elect- 
man  and  repieseuiailye  to  the  Gener- 
al Court  in  1852.  Played  trombone  in 
McKenzie's  band. 

Moore,  Thomas.  Born  in  Topsfleld  and 
died  there  in  1868,  aged  66.  Butcher. 
Was  standard  bearer  of  the  company. 

Monday,  Thomas  P.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1862,  aged  45.  Car- 
ried on  a large  butchering  business, 
was  1st  and  2d  lieutenant  of  the 
company. 

* Peabody,  Augustine  Simonds.  Born  in 
Topsfleld  and  died  there  in  1884, aged 
73.  Was  a school  teacher,  shoe  cut 
ter,  and  at  one  time  engaged  in  the 
stock  brokerage  bush  es*  in  Bostou. 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  school  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational 
church.  Served  the  town  as  select- 
man for  nine  years;  was  orderly 
seargont  of  the  company. 

Peahody,  Francis  Dana.  Born  in  Tops- 
fleld and  died  in  Rowley  In  1891, aged 
75 ; bootmurker. 


Peabody,  Thomas,  Jr.  Born  in  Tops- 
field  and  died  in  Georgetown  in  1872, 
aged  47.  Shoemaker.  Enlisted  in  the 
23d  Mass.  VoK 

Peabody,  William  Cummings.  Born  iu 
Topsfleld  and  is  now  living  in  Georg- 
tovvn.  Shoemaker.  At  the  present 
time  (1895)  is  the  oldest  fireman 
living  in  Mass. 

Perkins,  Amos,  Jr.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  there  in  1894,  aged  84.  Shoe 
manufacturer. 

Perkins,  Nathaniel,  Jr.  Born  in  Wen- 
ham  and  died  in  Topsfleld  in  1846, 
aged  32.  Farmer. 

Perkins,  Neiiemiah,  Jr.  Born  iu  Tops- 
fleld, died  in  Auburn,  Me.,  In  1892, 
aged  71.  Farmer  and  shoemaker. 

Perkins,  Robert  Sumner.  Born  in 
Topsfleld,  school  teacher,  *emovedto 
Danvers  and  engaged  in  the  soap 
business.^  Is  still  living  in  Danvers. 
Was  sergeant  in  the  company. 

Perley,  Humphrey.  Born  in  Ipswich. 
Is  now  living  in  Boxford,  fanner. 

Perley,  John,  Jr.  Born  in  Ipswich  and 
was  found  dead  in  Topsfleld  in  1880 
aged  76.  Farmer. 

Perley  John  Francis,  Jr.  Born  In  Box- 
i'ord  and  died  in  Topsfleld  in  1893, 
aged  69.  Shoemaker  aud  carpenter. 

Perley,  Nathaniel.  Born  in  Boxford 
died  in  Topstield  in  1861,  aged  37. 
Carpenter  a nl  shoemaker. 

Perley,  Nathaniel  Born  in  Top-Held 
and  died  in  Boston  in  1842.  a^ed  43. 
Kept  general  and  E ist  India  goods 
store,  1st  lieutenant  of  the  comp  my 
at  its  organization, promoted  hrough 
the  various  grades  until  Sept  4,1840, 
he  was  commissioned  Brigadier  Gen- 
erul  of  the  4th  Brigade  Mass.  Light 
Infantry.  Represented  the  town  ut  the 
General  Court  in  1838. 

Perley,  Osgood.  Born  in  Boxford  and 
died  iu  Topsfleld  in  1886,  aged  71. 
Butcher. 

Phillips,  Andrew  Jackson.  Born  in 
Salem.  Shoemaker  and  farmer.  For 
a number  of  years  sailed  from  NeW 
Bedford  on  whaling  voyagt-s,  enlist- 
ed In  3d  Mass.  I ly . Arty.  Now  living 
in  Lluebrook  Parish,  Ipswicn. 

Phillips,  John.  Born  in  Topsfleld. 
Farmer.  Killed  in  1840  by  being 
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thrown  from  a horse.  Was  buried 
from  the  house  of  Joel  Lake  with 
military  honors  from  the  “Warren 
Blues.'’ 

Potter,  John  H.  Born  inlpswicb.  Car- 
penter and  house  builder.  Built  a 
number  of  houses  in  Topsfleld  and  is 
still  living  there,  working  at  his 
trade,  lit  presented  the  town  at  the 
General  Court  in  1881;  selectman 
for  a number  of  years 

Small,  Isaiaii  M.  Came  from  Alton,  N. 
H.  Shoemaker  and  carpenter,  con- 
stable lor  many  years.  Removed  to 
New  York  .state. 

Stiles,  Frederick.  Born  in  Middleton. 
Shoe  manufacturer.  Still  living  in 

Topsfleld. 

Taylok,  Tkowokidgb  Curtis.  Born  in 
Weymouth,  Mass.  Came  to  Tops- 
fleld from  Linebrook  Parish.  Shoe 
maker.  Enlisted  in  23d  Mass.  Vols., 
as  musician.  Removed  to  Ipswich 
and  died  there  in  1893. 


Todd,  John.  Born  in  Ipswich.  Shoe*, 
maker  and  farmer.  Died  in  Topsfleld 
in  1865,  a<»ed  49. 

Towne,  Benjamin  B.  Born  in  Topsfleld 
and  died  therein  1888,  aged  75.  Farm- 
er and  shoemaker;  selectman  1854-6. 

Waitt,  William  Born  in  Topsfleld  and 
died  there  in  1888  aged  77.  Shoe- 
maker and  expressman.  Was  blind 
the  lust  years  of  his  life. 

Wellington,  Joseph  Lloyd.  Came 
from  Templeton,  Mass.  Was  a med- 
ical student, studying  with  Dr.  Batch- 
elder,  his  brother-in  law.  Surgeon’s 
Mate  of  the  company. 

Wildes,  Moses,  2d.  Born  In  Topsfleld 
died  there  iu  1895,  aged  84.  Shoe- 
maker. 

Whipple,  John  S.  Came  from  Hamil- 
ton. Butcher.  Died  in  So.  Tamwortli, 
N.  H.,  in  1883  aged  59. 

Wright,  James.  Blacksmith.  Removed 
to  Lowell. 
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W\\e  ^rial  ef  Elizabeth  Porter  Bradstreet  for 
the  Grirne  of  Arson. 


By  Mrs.  Theodore  W.  Haven. 


“Stand  still,  my  steed, 

Let  me  review  the  scene 

And  summon  from  the  shadowy  Past 
The  forms  that  once  have  been.” 

Down  the  aisles  of  memory  come 
trooping  myriads  of  shadowy  figures  and 
fancies,  ghostly  remembrances  of  child- 
hood’s imaginative,  dreamy  horns. 

Perhaps  the  first  distinctive  one  is  tfitit 
of  attending  divine  service  In  the  meet- 
ing house,  us  it  was  generally  called  in 
those  days.  Now  its  more  familiar 
appellative  is  the  church.  Clearly  do  I 
recall  its  external  appearance  of  three 
decades  ago.  The  vast  area  of  its  bare, 
white -washed  walls,  the  hieroglyphic 
marks  across  their  surface  made  by 
cracks  in  the  plastering;  the  vivid  im- 
pression of  oue  of  them  buck  of  the  wiug 
pews  on  the  west  side  of  the  nave  has 
never  been  effaced  from  memory's  cam- 
era It  ascended  and  descended  in  regu 
lar  lines  like  steps  and  somehow  I asso- 
ciated it  with  the  ladder  ascending  iuto 
Heaven,  as  narrated  in  the  story  of 
“Jacob’s  dream.” 

Well  do  I remember  the  rising  of  a 
gray  haired  man  who  used  to  sit  in  one 
of  the  east  wing  pews,  during  prayer 
service.  I could  never  reconcile  his 
standing  up,  while  the  rest  of  the  meu  in 
the  congregation  remained  seated.  Often 
I wondered  If  it  were  a penalty  for  some- 
thing he  hud  done  amiss.  1 have  since 
learned  it  whs  a custom  handed  down 
from  our  “Puritan  ancestors,”  a visible 
protest  against  the  kneeling  ceremony! 
of  the  “Established  Church.”  Doubtless  j 
his  fathers  from  the  third  generation 
back  had  done  likewise  ; his  grand-chil- 
dren follow  not  the  custom,  for  it  lias 
become  obsolete. 

Shull  I forego  mention  of  the  preacher: 
who  occupied  the  pulpit  whose  words  of  I 
exhortation,  warning  aud  prayer  were1 
heard  from  It  for  so  many  yours  and  per- 


chance find  a responsive  echo  in  the 
souls  of  some  of  my  hearers?  Indeed, 
no ! In  those  days  I had  only  a child’s 
acquaintance  with  him,  a feeling  of  awe 
and  respect  when  he  spoke  to  me,  a 
sense  of  haviug  been  greatly  honored  if 
perchance  he  grasped  my  hand.  In  after 
years  these  emotions  were  only  intensi- 
fied by  a more  intimate  acquaintance,  a 
fuller  appreciation  of  the  grand,  noble 
qualities  of  his  mind  and  soul.  Meas- 
ured by  the  agnostic  standards  of  today 
doubtless  he  would  be  reckoned  as  nar- 
row in  his  theology,  by  the  criticism  of 
the  “Andover  heresy”  us  bigoted  in  his 
views,  but  by  the  measure  “pure  in 
heart,”  majestically  h*  towers  among 
his  contemporaries  and  successors  as 
well. 

Deep  set  iu  the  recesses  of  these  child- 
ish memories  is  the  picture  of  a woman’s 
face,  her  form  bowed  by  the  infirmities 
of  age;  plainly  I see  her  before  me,  “in 
my  mind’s  eye;”  even  to  the  details  of 
her  costume,  a “paisley”  shawl,  which 
Nile  invariably  wore,  a bluck,  embroi- 
dered, Spanish  lace  veil,  always  partial- 
ly drawn  over  her  face,  are  indelibly 
imprinted  on  Its  retina.  There  was 
something  in  that  face  which  attracted 
my  fancy.  I know  I must  have  inquired 
as  regards  its  possessor,  in  my  early 
years,  for  the  outlines  of  her  story  seem 
almost  u personal  recollection.  May  it 
Interest  you,  us  it  has  me. 

Backward  I fling  the  eurtaiu  of  time, 
which  slowly,  solemnly,  unceasingly  has 
dropped  Us  folds  around  the  actors  of 
the  event  about  to  be  narrated,  shroud- 
ing within  its  unfolding  embrace  ull  of 
them.  Fifty-eight  years  make  wide 
ruvagos  amongst  the  dwellers  of  earth. 
Death  with  a relentless  sickle  merciless- 
ly cuts  down  his  victims.  The  passing 
knell,  niahap  a shaft  of  marble,  are  the 
only  tangible  evidences  of  our  having 
existed.  lie  who  serves  well  his  duy 
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aud  generation,  Imply  has  attained  UDto  , 
earth’s  highest  good;  to  have  served 
them  ill,  that  man  is  cursed.  The  story 
opens  with  the  account  of  a dire  calami- 
ty, one  of  destruction  engendered  by  that 
always  to  be  dreaded  foe,  tire. 

The  Salem  Gazette  dated  Oct.  17, 
1886,  contains  the  following  paragraph  : j 
“On  Monday  morning  a tire  broke  out 
on  the  premises  of  Mr.  John  Rea,  Jr  , in  ! 
Topsfield,  by  which  a tavern,  large  barn 
ami  store  belonging  to  this  gentleman  i 
weie  destroyed.  We  are  informed  by  ! 
people  who  were  on  the  spot  that  the 
tire  originated  in  the  barn,  the  contents  | 
of  which,  a large  quantity  of  hay,  grain,  ' 
etc.,  two  horses,  several  hogs,  two  | 
chaises  and  two  or  three  wagons,  were  I 
destroyed.  Considerable  of  the  house  ! 
furniture  was  cousumed,  also  many  other 
articles  in  th*  house,  including  a gold 
watch.  Mr  Pei  ley’s  store  on  the  oppo- 1 
she  side  of  the  street  was  preserved 
with  great  difficulty.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  fire  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary, 
as  it  was  first  discovered  in  a part  of  the  | 
barn  uot  used  as  a tavern  stable  and  into  : 
which  no  one  hud  been  known  to  carry  a 
light.  Mr.  Rea  was  aroused  at  about 
one  o’clock.  The  alarm  reached  Salem  i 
a little  before  2 Two  engines  from 
Danvers  [and  one  from  New  Rowley 
(now  Georgetown)  were  preseut.  Los**,  ! 
$5,000.  Insured,  £2,000.” 

The  event  of  the  fire  was  an  exciting  | 
episode  in  the  history  of  the  village.  ; 
Most  of  the  inhabitants  were  in  bed  and 
asleep  *it  the  time  It  commenced.  Mr.  1 
Ohas.  Gould  had  just  retired  to  his  home,  j 
He  partially  dressed,  got  on  a horse  and 
r*'de  through  the  town  giving  the  ah«rm.  j 
The  tavern  stood  on  the  site  of  the  store  ! 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  I.  Trowbridge,  I 
the  store  on  the  site  of  Mr.  John  Bailey’s 
residence.  There  were  no  build-  j 
tags  on  the  same  side  of  the  street  on  ' 
the  north  from  Wildes’  corner  but  a 
blacksmith  shop.  South  of  the  tavern 
was  the  new  Samuel  Gould  house.  Next 
to  It  stood  the  old  S Gould  house,  and 
from  there  none  till  the  house  of  John  G. 
Hood  on  the  present  corner  of  Main  and  j 
Prospect  streets.  What  to  me  seems 
remarkable  Is  the  fact  that  it  Is  the  only  ' 
tiro  on  the  main  street  of  the  village! 


since  it  was  first  settled.  May  it  be  the 
last. 

Of  course  the  ever  recurriug  question 
as  regards  the  tire  was  : How  was  it  set? 
Who  did  it?  The  property  was  insured 
for  a large  sum  for  those  days,  but  there 
was  a mortgage  upon  it,  held  by  Hon. 
Asha  el  Huntington,  which  covered  the 
fell  amount.  Capt.  Rea  had  recently 
failed*in  business,  and  the  loss  of  his 
propertv  bv  fire  beggared  him,  so  to 
speak.  The  topic  was  pretry  generally 
canvassed  by  the  townsfolk,  as  are  local 
happenings  at  the  preseut  time.  Many 
whispered  suspicions  which  they  dared 
uot  utter  aloud.  Muttering*  of  distrust 
against  the  Reas  were  neard  on  the 
horizon  of  public  opinion,  but  none 
anticipated  the  terrific  bolt  nor  its 
cou  >e  in  striking  an  unsuspecting,  un- 
prepared, unwarned  victim. 

A clipping  from  the  Salem  Gazette  of 
Dec.  13,  183G,  tells  the  story 
Capital  Case 

A magistrate’s  court  was  held  last 
week  at  Topsfield  before  John  W.  Proc- 
tor, Esq.  f.»r  the  examination  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Porter  Bradstrect,  a maideu 
lady  of  a respectable  family,  on  com- 
plaint made  aguiust  her,  charging  her 
with  the  crime  of  arson,  in  setting  fire 
to  the  dwelling-h  >pse  and  buildings  of 
Capt.  John  Rea  in  Topsfield  a few  weeks 
since. 

The  Salem  Gazette,  dated  Dec.  10, 
183G,  contalus  the  following  : — 

By  consei t of  the  parties,  and  for 
teusons  that  were  thought  satisfactory, 
the  time  for  the  hearing  in  relation  to 
the  charge  of  setting  fire  to  the  buildings 
of  Capt  John  Rea  in  Topsfield  on  the 
17th  of  tlu*  October  lust  is  postponed  to 
Monday,  Feb.  20,  1837. 

Elizabeth  Porter  Bradstreet  was 
house-keeper  at  the  Rea  tavern  when  It 
was  burned,  Capt.  Rea  Its  proprietor, 
being  a widower.  Before  entering  into 
the  details  of  the  trial,  1 wish  to  tell 
you  or *lho  aucestry  and  early  life  of  the 
accused. 

Her  first  ancestors  in  this  eouuiry 
were  Gov.  Simon  Bradstreet  and  his 
wife,  Ann  Dudley.  John,  their  son, 
married  Sarah  Perkins.  They  had  a son 
mimed  Simon,  who  married  Elizabeth 
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Capeu,  daughter  of  Parson  Capen  of  this 
town.  Their  son  John  married  Eliza- 
beth Fiske  and  they  had  a son,  Col. 
Dudley,  who  married  Polly  Porter, 
sister  of  my  grand-mother  Gould,  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Joseph  Porter  of  Danvers, 
a direct  descendant  of  the  John  Porter 
who  settled  at  Salem  village,  now  Dan- 
vers, in  1634.  To  them  was  born  on 
Jan  11,  1803,  a daughter,  Elizabeth  Por- 
ter, the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Thus 
she  was  of  the  sixth  generation,  in  direct 
line  of  descent,  from  Gov.  Simon  Brad- 
street  and  his  wile,  the  “Lady  Anne,” 
the  first  poet  of  the  new  world.  Eliza- 
beth’s mother  died  while  she  was  very 
young,  and  beiug  the  eldest  daughter, 
upon  her  shoulders  devolved  the  tusk  of 
keeping  her  father’s  house,  looking  after 
and  supplying  the  wants  or  the  younger 
children;  because  oi  this  she  had  no 
chance  to  Improve  even  the  scanty  school 
advantages  of  those  early  days.  I-  have 
been  told  by  one  who  heard  her  speak  of 
her  early  life  that  she  said  “her  father 
kept  20  cows  which  she  helped  to  milk, 
took  care  of  milk  iu  the  dairy,  making 
butter  and  cheese.”  Her  lather  kept 
large  flocks  of  sheep,  the  wool  ol  which 
she  spun  and  helped  weave  into  cloth  for 
the  ciothing  of  the  family.  Flax  was 
also  raised  on  the  (arm.  This  she  spun 
and  wove  into  rifts  of  snowy  linen.  I 
recollect  having  heard  an  aunt  of  mine 
speak  of  the  quantity  of  linen  sheets 
which  Elizabeth  possessed,  the  work  of 
her  own  bauds  iu  her  youngeryears.  For 
all  these  services  rendered  as  her  fath- 
er’s house-keeper  she  received  the  muulfl- 
ceut  sum  of  three  shillings  a week,  $26 
u year. 

Thus  she  grew  up  a steady,  industri- 
ous womuu,  beloved  by  her  family  und 
respected  by  the  townspeople.  Her 
father  In  time  took  to  liimsell  a second 
wife,  so  tliut,  her  services  not  beiug 
required  at  home,  she  went  away  to 
work. 

She  was  a member  of  the  Cougrega- 
tioual  Church.  At  the  time  of  her  arrest, 
Rev.  James  McEwen,  its*  pastor,  rather 
than  huve  her  committed  to  jail  during 
the  time  that  must  elapse  before  the 
hearing,  gave  Ills  pledged  word  to  the 
district  attorney  that  he  would  guarantee 


her  appearance  at  the  time  designated. 

The  trial  opened  at  the  old  hotel,  on 
the  turnpike,  Monday,  Feb.  20th,  1837, 
before  magistrates  Proctor  aDd  Mack. 
Hon.  Leverett  Salstonstall  was  counsel 
for  the  accused,  of  whom  it  was  said: 
“there  Is  one  honest  lawyer  iu  Salem.’’ 
Hon.  Ishael  Huutiugton,  district  attor- 
ney, was  for  the  commonwealth,  himself 
a Topsfield  boy.  lie  lived  a long  and 
honorable  life  and  was  one  of  the  great 
lights  of  the  Essex  bar. 

The  Reas  were  the  accusers  of  Miss 
Brudstreet,  baling  their  accusation  on  a 
letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  the  accused,  Oct.  10,  1836,  to  Capt. 
Rea  in  which  she  threatened  “to  burn 
bis  property  unless  lie  discontinued  his 
attentions  to  Ann  S iwyer.”  This  Miss 
Sawyer,  whom  Capt.  Rea  afterward 
married,  lived  with  tier  brother, 
John,  who  was  a blacksmith,  living  in 
the  L of  the  Wilde’s  house,  carrying  on 
his  trade  in  the  shop  on  the  opposite 
corner. 

One  evening  while  Capt.  Rea  was 
calling  upon  Miss  Sawyer  a stone  was 
thrown  through  one  of  the  windows. 
They  charged  Miss  Bradstreet,  at  the 
trial,  with  the  perpetration  of  the  deed, 
but  it  was  not  proveu.  One  item  of 
evidence  ottered  to  support  the  contents 
of  the  letter  was  that  Miss  Bradstreet 
hud  told  a womau  friend  of  her  intention 
to  win  Capt.  Rea.  At  a house  where  she 
was  calling  one  day,  several  of  her 
acquaintances  were  congregated  and  iu 
tile  course  of  the  conversation  they 
chatted  her  ubout  Reu  und  jokingly  sho 
made  the  above  reply. 

At  the  time  of  the  fire,  of  course,  she 
was  aroused  with  the  rest  ol  the  Inmates. 
The  burn  burning  first,  there  was  time 
to  collect  most  of  her  belongings  a ml 
she  hustily  placed  them  in  u trunk  which 
was  carried  out  ol  the  house  by  Etiward 
Hood,  a resideut  of  the  town.  At  this 
time  he  was  paying  particular  attention 
to  Miss  Bradstreet,  and  he  testified  at 
the  trial  that  It  was  “impossible  for  her 
to  have  set  the  fire,  for  he  was  in  her 
company  from  8 o’clock  p.  m.  until  the 
hands  of  Llio  clock  were  perpondicular.” 

As  1 before  stuted,  the  trial  commenced 
ut  the  hotel,  but  the  space  there  became 
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too  limited  and  the  court  removed  to  the 
Academy  build iu^.  Of  course  the  great 
piece  of  evidence  against  her  was  the 
letter.  If  proved  to  have  been  written 
by  her,  the  conclusions  would  inevitably 
be  damaging  to  her  cause. 

During  the  examination  of  witnesses, 
one  of  her  brothers  was  asked  if  he  had 
In  his  possession  any  letter  written  by 
his  sister  Elizabeth.  lie  replied,  “No! 
she  did  not  know  how  to  write  a letter, 
therefore  I have  never  received  any.  The 
only  specimeu  of  her  handwriting  extant 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  was  a miss-spelled, 
badly  written  note  to  her  step-mother. 
Comparing  it  with  the  letter  received  bv 
Rea  it  was  obvious  that  the  haudwiiting 
was  totally  dissimilar.  So  that  the 
letter  charge  fell  through. 

The  time  of  the  trial  occupied  10  days ; 
really  over  11  days,  but  the  court  ad- 
journed over  one  sitting  to  attend  the 
lunerai  services  of  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleve- 
land. Oue  reason  for  its  great  length 
was  the  large  uumber  of  witnesses  put 
on  the  stand  to  testify  in  behalf  of  the 
accused  as  to  her  character,  standing, 
etc.  Two  peisous  only  are  living,  now, 
of  that  number.  The  Reas  left  no  stoue 
unturned  that  might  possibly  beur  on 
some  circumstance  that  would  teud  to 
criminate  her. 

At  length  cume  the  final  day  of  the 
hearing,  which  it  was  decided  should  be 
held  iu  tbe  meeting  bouse,  March  3d. 
The  suu  rose  cl»‘ur,  the  day  was  warm 
ami  bright.  The  court  opeued  piompily 
at  9 o’clock  a.  m.  A few  minutes  before 
the  time  Mrs.  McEweu  came  down  the 
broad  aisle  of  the  meeting  house,  fol- 
lowed by  the  accused.  After  her  came 
the  high  sheriff.  The  party  seated  them 
selves  lu  Lite  minister’s  pew,  which  was 
ou  the  left  side  of  the  pulpit.  The  judg- 
es and  counsel  for  both  sides  occupied 
the  eider's  seat,  which  was  the  height  of 
two  steps  above  the  rest  of  the  pews, 
Rud  directly  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  ex- 
tending the  entire  length  of  the  pulpit’s 
platform.  After  prayer  by  Rev.  James 
McEwen  the  court  opeued.  The  house 
dlled  rapidly.  Every  lu.ch  of  standing 
room  was  filled.  The  gullerles  were 
packed  with  u sympathizing,  expectant 
throng.  lion.  Luvorott  fSulsioiisiull 


opened  his  plea  for  the  prisoner.  He 
spoke  of  her  former  reputation,  her  in- 
tegrity of  character.  He  summed  up 
her  domestic  and  industrious  qualities, 
aeouted  at  her  love  for  Rea  as  being  the 
incentive  of  the  crime,  and  the  improba- 
bility of  such  a woman  concocting  so 
nefarious  a scheme.  He  pointed  out  the 
discrepancies  in  the  handwriting  ol  the 
letter  and  of  the  note  I have  before 
spoken  of.  He  thought  it  hard  that 
Capt.  Rea  should  tell  the  story  of  Miss 
Bradstreel’s  infatuation  for  himself  and 
that  she  should  remain  silent.  The 
ignominy  of  so  doing  was  utterly  inde- 
scribable. The  argumem  was  continued 
for  nearly  four  hours.  He  finally  com- 
mended her  to  the  “mercy  of  tbe  worldly 
judges,  and  that  of  Almighty  God,  who 
kuoweth  the  innocence  of  the  crime 
whereof  she  is  accused.”  He  took  his 
seat  amidst  prolouud  silence.  After  a 
conference  among  the  judges,  the  court 
crier  announced  that  the  court  would 
adjourn  until  2 o’clock  p.  m.  Many  of 
the  audience  remained  in  the  meeting 
house  over  the  entire  intermission  in 
ordei  to  obtaiu  good  seats  for  the  after- 
noon session.  The  prisoner  repaired  to 
the  home  of  the  McEwens,  at  which 
place  she  had  been  staying  since  the 
time  of  her  arrest. 

The  court  come  In  at  precisely  2 p.  m. 
If  the  house  was  crowded  in  the  morn- 
ing, It  was  densely  packed  now,  the 
crowd  surgiug  hack  on  to  its  entrance 
steps.  Hon.  Ashael  Huntington,  district 
attorney  for  the  commonwealth,  com- 
menced his  charge  to  the  judges,  as  fol- 
lows : “I  have  no  desire  other  than  to  do 
my  duty.  My  feelings  towards  the  com- 
munity ure  friendly.  The  examination 
took  place  in  this  town  by  my  desire.  I 
consented  that  this  lady  might  remain 
with  her  friends.  I might  have  had  her 
placed  iu  jail,  as  always  is  done  in  cases 
of  this  kind.  I have  had  no  connection 
with  Rea  since  the  lime  of  his  failure, 
till  1836.  Do  not  lose  a mill  In  conse- 
quence of  the  destruction  of  this  proper- 
ty. I respect  the  feelings  of  this  com- 
munity toward  the  accused.  It  may  all 
be  a delusion,  u mistake.  It  Is  the  duty 
of  the  magistrates  to  carefully  weigh  all 
evidence  presented.  I don’t  hullcvn  an 
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examination  of  this  kind  ever  consumed 
so  much  time  since  the  foundation  of  the 
government.  I have  only  done  my  duty 
if  I show  on  the  part  of  the  government 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  suspect  the 
prisoner  of  being  guilty  ot  the  crime 
imputed  to  her.  I believe  that  the 
community  admits  that  the  fire  comf 
menced  by  design;  any  individual  in  the 
neighborhood  might  have  done  it  as  well 
as  the  prisoner  had  they  a motive.  X 
know  that  people  of  this  town  will 
weigh  the  truth  candidly.” 

So  be  goes  on.  Says  very  little  with 
regard  to  the  letter,  but  makes  a strong 
point  out  of  Miss  Bradstreet’s  love  for 
Rea  and  her  avowed  intention  to  win 
him;  summing  up  the  points  of  evi- 
dence against  her  which  notoriously 
were  all  given  by  persons  of  the  name 
of  Rea,  or  their  family  connections, 
excepting  Ann  Sawyer.  ■ His  speech 
occupied  over  two  hours’  time.  I have 
been  told  by  one  who  heard  it  that  “It 
was  considered  a masterly  affair,”  preju- 
dicing many  against  him,  they  thinking 
that  he  need  not  have  made  so  great  an 
effort  to  convict  one  of  his  own  towns- 
people. Doubtless  this  fact  made  him 
the  more  strenuous  in  the  performance 
of  his  legal  duty.  It  was  not  Ashael 
Huntington,  the  man  and  fellow  citizen 
who  spoke,  but  Ashael  Huntington,  the 
district  attorney.  The  case  wus  given 
to  the  magistrates  at  5.40  o’clock.  They 
entered  into  a conference  as  to  its  merits 
and  demerits,  while  the  crowd  waited 
expectantly  for  their  verdict.  A large 
number  of  strangers,  young  men,  some 
25  in  number,  were  scattered  throughout 
the  audience.  People  wondered  who 
they  might  be.  It  grew  dark  and  the 
room  was  lighted,  but  no  one  stirred  to 
leave  the  house.  All  were  unxious  to 
hear  their  decision.  Finally  the  crier 
arose  and  stated  that  the  decislou  would 
not  be  given  out  to  the  public  till  the 
next  morning  at  9 o’clock.  It  was  a 
great  disappointment  to  the  waiting 
crowd,  but  they  were  obliged  to  submit. 
An  arrangement  was  made  whereby  the 
result  of  the  trlul  should  be  made  known 
to  the  people  at  large.  If  the  prisoner 
was  convicted  the  church  bell  should  be 
tolled,  if  acquitted  it  was  to  peal  the 


joyful  tidings  abroad.  It  was  whispered 
about  among  the  knowing  ones,  and  the 
rumor  had  reached  official  ears,  that 
those  young  straugers  present  were  the 
ringleaders  of  a band  which  intended  to 
make  a forcible  demonstration  inside 
the  meeting  house  after  the  delivery  of 
the  verdict.  If  favorable  to  Miss  Brad- 
street,  one  of  joy,  if  against  her,  oue  of 
indignation.  Some  who  know  of  the 
weakness  of  the  structure,  asked  the 
judges  to  withhold  their  decision  on 
this  account,  fearing  that  some  of  its 
timbers  might  collapse  under  the  great 
weight  of  the  audience,  and  the  extra 
strain  of  stamping  and  rapid  moving 
about.  It  was  an  old  building.  Nut 
long  after  it  was  removed,  the  pres- 
ent church  building  being  dedicated  in 
1842. 

The  fatefd  1 morning  came.  One  aged 
woman  has  told  me  “that  in  her  home 
breakfast  was  ready  at  the  usual  hour, 
but  no  one  could  eat  it.  Her  father 
walked  the  floor,  while  none  of  the 
family  had  any  desire  to  engage  in  their 
usual  occupations.” 

Crowds  of  people  gathered  " on  the 
common  as  the  fateful  hour  drew  nigh, 
waiting  for  the  peal  of  the  bell,  discuss- 
ing the  pros  and  cons  of  the  evidence  of 
the  trial  and  its  probable  outcome.  A 
perceptible  silence  fell  upon  them  as  the 
time  of  waiting  lessened  into  a minute’s 
duration;  when  it  lacked  only  a second, 
heart  throbs  were  almost  aud  hie.  “They 
rung  the  bell  till  they  rocked  the  steeple.” 
The  rejoicing  was  universal.  What 
must  not  its  glad  tidings  have  meant  to 
the  woman  whose  life  had  been  In  jeopar- 
dy these  last  ten  day.s?  We  can  imagine 
it  like  the  awakening  from  a most  horri- 
ble nightmare ; as  a delivery  from  an 
impending  weight  on  its  wn.v  to  crush 
the  very  life  from  her  soul  and  body. 

Wbo  set  tlie  lire  is  still  a piystery. 
Who  wrote  the  letter  is  another;  doubt- 
less they  will  always  remain  so. 

Iu  one  of  his  sketches  Huthorne  elab- 
orates the  Idea  that  “ 'Ms  not  the  deed 
alone  that  constitutes  sin,  but  the 
thought  as  well.”  Someone  In  their 

thought  deprived  Elizabeth  i’orter 

Brads treet  of  that  gift  bestowed  upon 
her  bv  the  great  Creator,  life;  hanged 
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ber  upon  the  gallows,  condemned  her  to 
the  most  iguomiuous  form  of  death  be- 
stowed upon  criminals  of  the  deepest 
dye.  In  God’s  sight  they  were  “guilty 


of  murder  in  the  first  degree,”  with 
malice  aforethought. 

May  He,  in  the  wideness  of  His  mercy, 
show  pardon  unto  that  guilty  one. 


f 


A Sketch  of  Dr.  Reherniah  Gleaveland. 

, By  Charles  J.  Peabody. 


In  trying  to.  collect  material  for  this 
paper  I nave  been  impressed  with  the 
fact  that,  however  deep  may  be  the  hold 
that  a man  gains  on  the  men  of  his  time, 
but  few  facts  or  traditions  linger  in  the 
minds  of  a later  generation.  Hence  much 
of  value  that  I present  may  doubtless  be 
well  known,  being  obtained  from  books 
with  which  you  are  more  familiar  than 
myself. 

The  recalling,  however,  of  the  tacts 
and  incidents  of  such  a life  as  that  of  Dr. 
Nehemiah  Gleaveland  must  be  of  advan- 
tage, and  will  impress  on  us  the  great 
service  that  was  done  in  former  days  by 
a man  who  was  wise,  strong  and  true. 

Nehemiah  Cteuveland  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Rev.  John  Gleaveland  of  Ipswich, 
of  whom  it  is  said  “he  preached  all  the 
men  of  his  Parish  into  the  army  of  the 
Revolution  and  then  Aveut  himself;”  three 
of  his  sons  were  also  in  the  army.  Nehe- 
miah at  the  age  of  1G  was  an  attendant  on 
his  father  during  the  siege  of  Boston  and 
afterward  enlisted.  lie  saw  service  at 
West  Point  and  In  New  Jersey;  he  was 
also  at  Ticoudorogu.  After  he  left  the 
army  he  worked  ou  his  father’s  farm  and 
manifested  the  patience,  courage  and  en- 
durance that  afterward  distinguished  him 
In  increasing  its  productiveness  and  re- 
pairing the  ueglect  caused  by  the  absence 
during  the  war  of  its  owner  and  his  sons. 
At  the  age  of  21,  being  disappointed  in 
earlier  hopes  of  a college  education,  he 
entered  on  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
brother  at  Byfleld  and  later  with  Dr. 
Manning  of  Ipswich. 

IIo  began  his  career  as  a physician  in 
Topsiield  In  1783,  taking  the  practice  of  i 
Dr  Dexter,  who  owned  and  occupied  the|i 


farm  afterward  owned  by  Dr.  Treadwell 
and  now  held  by  the  Essex  Agricultural 
Society.  An  ancient  record  says  that  at 
the  auction  of  Dr.  Dexter’s  personal 
property  his  medical  library  was  pur- 
chased entire  by  D-.  Cleaveland;  said  li- 
brary consisting  of  two  books. 

Soon  after  settling  in  Topsfleld  his 
practice  extended  to  the  surrounding 
towns,  and  his  reputation  as  a consulting 
physician  was  established  among  other 
doctors  as  well  as  the  people.  In  prac- 
tice he  is  described  as  cautious  and  care- 
ful. He  never  undertook  difficult  surgi- 
cal operations,  but  had  a keen  insight,  a 
good  memory,  wiili  the  kind  heart  that 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
families  among  whom  he  was  known  as 
an  adviser  and  guide  in  many  matters 
outside  medical  practice. 

He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
that  capacity  exerted  a wide  influence  to 
promote  good  feeling  among  the  people. 
Au  old  inau  who  remembered  Dr.  Gleave- 
land, told  me  that  two  boys  detected  in 
petty  thieving  were  brought  before  lilm 
for  trial.  The  Dr.,  who  was  a man  of 
great  dignity  of  manner  and  never  famil- 
iar and  easy  even  with  friends,  talked  to 
the  boys  in  a solemn  way  of  the  wicked- 
ness of  their  conduct,  and  then  saying, 
“I  will  read  the  law  to  you,”  took  the  old 
family  Bible  and  read  in  an  Impressive 
manner  the  commandments  aud  part  of  a 
chapter  iu  Leviticus*  then  turning  to  the 
trembling  boys  be  said,  “1  will  let  you  go 
this  time,  but  if  you  do  anything  wrong 
again,  beware—”  The  boys  thus  warned, 
reformed  and  justified  the  Doctor's  faith 
In  the  old  law. 

In  1811  he  was  chosen  to  the  state 
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senate,  and  though  defeated,  the  next 
year  he  was  re-elected  in  1815,  retaining 
the  position  till  1819,  when  he  refused  to 
be  longer  a candidate.  During  his  con- 
nection with  the  senate  the  historian  tells 
us  “His  good  judgment,  sound  sense  and 
solid  worth  were  neither  unappreciated 
nor  unacknowledged.” 

In  1814  lie  was  made  n Session  Justice 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
From  1820  to  1822  he  was  Associate  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  Essex 
County.  In  1823  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Justice.  This  station,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  with  ability  and 
firmness,  he  retained  till  1828,  when  he 
retired  from  all  public  business,  and  for 
9 years  lived  quietly  at  home,  dying  Feb. 
26,  1837.  In  1828  he  received  from  Har 
vard  University  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Cleaveland  was  nursed  in  the  Puri- 
tan strictness  of  earlier  times.  His  char- 
acter, early  formed  and  invigorated  under 
the  pressure  of  hardship  and  stern  neces 
sity  amid  the  thrilling  scenes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, exhibited  in  his  maturer  years 
the'strength  and  firmness  which  might 
be  expected  from  such  training.  There 
was  no  effeminacy  ao.mt  him.  He  regu- 
lated his  life  with  the  closest  regard  to 
prluciple.  If  his  strictue-s  sometimes 
bordered  on  severity,  his  severity  was  of 
the  wholesome  kind  With  all  this  his 
natural-  sensibilities  were  quick  and 
tende  fi- 

In  public  affairs  and  political  questions 
he  took  from  his  first  entry  into  public 
life  a lively  Interest.  Of  his  political 
opinions  his  futurity  will  never  feel 
ashamed, for  they  can  say  they  were  those 
of  Hamilton,  Jay  and  Washington.  As  a 
physician  ho  was  much  esteemed  by  per 
sons  who  had  opportunity  to  learn  his 
worth.  He  made,  indeed,  no  pretensions 
to  extensive  medical  lore — he  attempted 
no  difficult  surgical  operations.  But  he 
had  what  all  the  schools  of  medicine  of 
themselves  cannot  supply,  an  observing 
mind,  a retentive  memory,  a good  judg- 
ment ant)  a high  sense  of  responsibility. 
Nor  did  lie,  like  too  many  country  physi- 
cians, neglect  the  reading  of  medical 
books  and  journals.  Ills  practice  was 
always  prudent  and  cautious,  qualities 


which  young  and  ardent  physicians  are 
not  apt  sufficiently  to  admire.  He  was 
punctual  in  attending  calls,  and  kind  and 
cheerful  in  the  sick  room.  He  possessed 
in  a high  degree  the  qualities  which  en- 
sure to  a physician  the  confidence  and  at- 
tachment of  his  patients.  But  the  country 
doctor  finds  many  opportunities  and  calls 
to  do  good,  for  which  .-the  faculty,  as 
such,  give  no  prescriptions.  Happy  he 
who  has  the  power  and  disposition  to 
meet  such  calls.  % 

He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Lucy 
Manning  of  Ipswich.  She  died  four  years 
afterward,  without  cliildreu.  His  second 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Elisha  Lord 
of  Connecticut.  A family  of  uiue  chil- 
dren grew  up  around  them. 

After  his  retirement  from  public  life  he 
was  well  and  usefully  employed  for  the 
good  of  the  church  and  community.  The 
greatest  service  he  rendered  this  town 
was  the  founding  of  the  Academy.  He 
is  remembered  by  a few  of  ihe  older  peo- 
ple in  Topsfield  as  one  of  the  only  three 
persons  in  town  who  took  a newspaper, 
which  in  the  Doctor’s  case  was  lent 
about  the  neighborhood  until  it  came  to 
pieces 

A vote  of  the  Topsfield  church  to  the 
effect  “that  the  pastor  shall  be  authorized 
to  associate  Dr.  Cleaveland  with  himself 
In  the  examination  of  persons  for  tne  ad- 
mission to  the  church  in  such  cases  as  he 
may  be  in  doubt  about  himself,”  well  ex- 
presses the  confidence  the  good  people  of 
that  day  felt  In  him.  There  is  a tradition 
that,  one  Sunday  a stranger  occupied  the 
pulpit  by  exchange  with  the  pastor.  As 
the  congregation  were  coming  out  ut  the 
close  of  i he  service,  a good  woman  was 
asked  “How  did  you  like  the  minister?” 
“I  don’t  know  yet,”  she  said,  “I  must 
ask  Dr.  Cleaveland  and  then  I will  tell 
you  what  I think." 

Another  t»tory  going  to  show  that  when 
the  Doctor  had  made  up  his  mind  to  do  a 
tiling  in  a certain  way,  he  was  not  easily 
turned  from  it,  as  follows:  A small 

school  was  kept  in  a room  of  his  house 
for  the  education  of  his  daughters  and  a 
lew  other  girls  iu  the  neighborhood.  It 
was  taught  by  u woman,  and  al  the  close 
of  the  term  an  examination  was  held, 
open  to  the  public,  flic  Doctor  arranged 
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H ihe  furniture  for  the  occasion  and  put  the 
if  seats  for  his  daughters  In  front  of  the 
1|  rest,  much  to  their  annoyance.  “O  fath- 
| er,”  thev  said,  “we  do  not  want  to  sit 
P there  with  nothing  in  front  of  us.”  “Go 
ii  put  your  aprons  on  and  have  something 
Kg  in  front  of  you,  if  you  wish,”  was  the 
■ reply. 

I;  Dr.  Cleaveland  trained  his  children  to 
l|,  be  very  self  reliant.  An  Illustration  of 
| this  is  as  follows:  Late  oue  evening  a 

p stranger  came  to  his  hou*e  and 
H asked  to  be  carried  to  Ipswich.  The 
1 Doctor  was  willing  to  do  so,  but  instead 
| of  going  h'niself  he  called  his  eight  years 
| old  son,  William,  who  had  gone  to  bed, 
* to  get  up  and  take  the  stranger  to  Ips- 
wich. The  little  fellow  did  so,  and  ar- 
rived home  after  a long,  lonely  ride  a 
I little  after  midnight. 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
l nul  of  June  1839  says  of  Dr.  Cleaveland, 
m “During  ihe  fifty  years  of  his  practice  in 
Topslield,  few  days,  probably,  passed 
l when  his  opinion  or  assistance  was  not 
I sought  In  some  matter  aside  from  his 
\ profession.  There  are  few  occurrences 
or  questions  incident  to  common  life  in 
ji  regard  to  which  he  had  not  formed  an 
\ opinion  or  could  not  give  judicious  ad- 

ffc  vice.” 

Indeed  the  mere  fact  that  through  so 
long  a series  of  years,  confidence  cou- 
£ tiuued  undiminished,  the  oracle  being 
consulted  to  the  very  last,  proves  that 
f the  responses  had  not  been  found  unsafe 
[ or  fallacious.  The  happy  influences  of  so 
! long  a course  of  beneficent  action  are  not 
to  be  estimated.  How  many  quarrels 
. have  been  arrested,  how  many  lawsuits 
pivveuted,  how  much  needless  expense 
| nud  tr>»ub  e saved,  In  a thousand  instanc- 
[ oh  by  the  timely  and  unfeed  advice  of  a 
r(  judicious  and  peace-making  neighbor.” 
j Dr.  Cleaveland  was  president  of  the 
1 Eastern  Stage  company  in  1790.  He  was 
\ chairman  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  com 
pany.  In  1800  he  bought  an  interest  in  it. 
The  study  of  a life  like  that  of  Dr. 

1 Cleaveland  brings  to  mind  the  question 
Hornetlmes  raised,  “Were  the  prominent 
men  of  former  days  the  superiors  of  all 
men  today?”  There  Is  much  to  bo  said 
■ on  each  side  of  the  argument. 

It  is  at  once  evident  that  no  mini  today 


holds  the  relative  position  in  Topsfleld 
that  Dr.  Cleaveland  filled.  We  are  all 
aware  that  the  minister  in  any  parish  Is 
not  now  looked  up  to  as  was  the  case  a 
hundred  years  ago.  In  town  affairs  a 
greater  equality  of  influence  prevails  to- 
day than  a generation  since. 

What,  then,  do  these  things  prove? 
That  there  were  giants  in  the  earth  in 
tho^e  days?  Yea,  verily.  But  has  not  the 
stature  of  the  average  man  considerably 
increased  mentally  in  two  generations? 
Is  there  uo  signilicence  in  the  fact  that  in 
Dr.  Clnaveland’s  clay  only  three  papers 
were  taken  in  Topsfleld?  And  that  his  pre- 
decessor was  able  with  only  two  books 
to  solve  all  the  intricate  medical  prob- 
lems of  his  day?  While  with  us  every 
family  has  a treatise  ou  medical  practice, 
besides  the  abundant  literature  sown 
broadcast  ou  matters  of  health  and  sani- 
tary science  by  the  prominent  magazines 
and  papers.  Even  the  children  in  our 
common  schools  are  instructed  in  physi- 
ology, while  High  school  pupils  are 
taught  concerning  germs,  microbes  and 
bacteria,  to  say  nothing  of  the  thousands 
of  lives  annually  saved  by  Hood’s  Sarsa- 
parilla, Green’s  Nervura  mid  all  the  rest 
who  uphold  the  health  of  the  people  at 
large.  Even  if  it  is  true  that  iu  by  far 
the  larger  number  of  cases  they  save  life, 
as  the  small  boy  said  a pin  saved  the  life 
of  a man,  and  when  pressed  for  particu- 
lars, replied  by  his  not  swallowing  it , 
yet  as  every  one  reads  not  only  the  local 
paper,  but  much  on  every  subject  of 
common  interest,  the  effect  must  appear 
not  only  iu  greater  general  intelligence, 
but  also  in  diminishing  the  distance  be- 
tween one  man  and  another. 

Many  of  us  have  noticed  a single  pine 
tree  standing  amid  u growth  of  oak  and 
maple.  How  It  lilts  itself  above  them! 
From  what  a distance  it  can  be  seen, 
sometimes  a landmark  for  miles  around. 
Yet,  the  height  of  the  tree  Is  relative 
only.  Measure  it,  and  in  a forest  of 
pines  many  will  equal  it.  So  Is  it  with 
men.  Were  the  grout  men  of  the  past 
placed  among  us  today,  they  would  not 
bo  so  prominent  us  In  their  own  day.  The 
average  Is  risiug  in  wisdom,  in  under- 
standing, and  let  us  hope  In  character 
also. 
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We  cani>elieve  that  the  present  tirae 
and  not  any  past  century  is  the  Golden 
age.  What,  then,  is  the  lesson  which  we 
shall  learn  from  the  life  of  him  of  whom  I 
have  spoken  to  you  tonight?  This:  he 
was  endeared  to  his  neighbors  by  Kindly 
service,  and  is  held  in  lasting  remem- 
brance for  his  good  deeds  and  peaceful 
influence. 

For  such  efforts  all  time  and  • 11  places 
afford  abundant  opportunity.  Let  us  re- 
member, when  medical  skill  is  forgotten 
and  recollection  of  legislative  service  has 
passed  away,  personal  character  and  pur- 


ity of  life  will  remain.  Hark!  then,  to 
this  parting  message — 

“Thou  must  be  true  thyself, 

If  thou  the  truth  would  teach; 

It  needs  the  influence  of  heart, 

To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 

Think  truly,  and  thy  thought 
Shall  the  world’s  famous  feed; 

Speak  truly,  and  each  word  of  them, 
Shall  be  a fruitful  seed  ; 

Live  truly,  and  thy  life  shall  be 
A great  and  noble  creed.” 


>/> 


f . . ' ].-■>  ••  •*»'?  . "1.  •<  1 f Ifttf  ft*  0 - / 


yi!  ; . t v:  : 1 >'**  y[  s i » i**o  -Ji  • t to  Va  '/tan 


. !80..  «...  OOW>I  f li,  K ».«4  i»4W  *•«(■ 

. ..  ■ ...  »■>.  ■ > «••  ' OB  <■■■  ■’.  i ...  .-to  I'*'* 


; 3<u  »v*u  ol  r:  ...» 

' 

. , ::ii  4 ■ i iJi  . u:t}  { ■ . *»  L,  iriffVe 

"In*  Jo,,  u>.  *1  lf  .li'wn  I.  J •«»*.;!.•  H 

...  :•  i-v  ■ .Iv."  f:.  hrjyn  q 


.■»?*. 


1 >-  1 ■ ' 


39 


Francis  Peabody's  Grist  Mill, 


By  John  H.  Towne. 


In  giving  a history  of  the  Peabody 
Mills  of  Topsfleld,  perhaps  it  would  not 
be  out  of  place  at  this  time  to  give  a 
short  history  of  the  man  who  conceived 
the  idea  of  having  them  built. 

By  the  records,  Lieut.  Francis  Peabody 
was  born  in  a small  parish  called  St. 
Albans,  Hertford  Couuty,  England,  in 
the  year  1614.  In  1635,  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  having  received  a 
certificate  of  good  character  from  the 
miuister  of  his  parish  and  been 
exarniued  for  emigration  on  April  6, 
1636,  he  left  his  native  country  in  the 
ship  Planter,  for  the  shores  of  New 
England. 

After  his  arrival  in  this  country  it  is 
thought  by  some  that  he  lived  a short 
time  in  whut  is  now  called  the  city  of 
Lynn.  In  the  following  year  1636, by  the 
records,  he  was  living  iu  Ipswich,  in 
that  part  called  Caudlewood,  where  he 
continued  to  live  uutil  1639.  • He  then 
left  Ipswich  and  moved  to  what  is  now 
Hampton,  N.  H.,  which  he  made  his 
place  of  residence  for  eighteeu  years. 
During  his  stay  there  he  was  active  and 
useful,  serving  the  town  for  several 
years  as  one  of  its  “Selected  Men,”  so 
called. 

He  sold  his  house  and  land,  situated 
near  where  the  Baptist  church  now 
stands  in  Hampton,  to  Robert  Drake  of 
Exeter,  for  £76-13  S.  and  in  1657  he 
moved  to  Topsfleld,  Mass.,  where  he 
also  continued  to  make  himself  usoful. 
Probably  ul  that  time  lie  was  the  best  ex- 
perienced man  in  town  affairs  there  was 
in  the  place,  und  the  Topsfleld  common- 
ers were  not  slow  in  fiuding  it  out.  A 
few  months  after  his  arrival  here  he 
was  chosen  to  serve  both  as  Selectman 
and  Town  Clerk,  which  ofllces  he  held 
for  a great  muny  years,  as  our  records 
show. 

At  a lawful  town  meeting  of  the  town 
of  Topsfleld  on  the  4th  of  March,  1664, 
the  town,  by  vote,  gave  “liberty  to 
Lieut.  Francis  Peabody  to  set  up  a grist 


mill  und  to  flow  so  much  of  the  town's 
common  as  is  needful  for  a mill  so  long 
as  the  mill  does  stand  and  grind  for  the 
town.” 

Therefore  having  liberty  from  the 
town  by  vote  of  Us  inhabitants,  the 
grist-mill  was  built  by  Lieut.  Peabody 
ihe  following  year,  according  to  a paper 
i n my  possession  dated  1666,  which  says — 

“Peabody’s  mill  is  a mill  established 
by  grant  of  ye  Town  In  1665,  on  a main 
from  Pye  Brook  and  Baker’s  Pond.”  In 
proof  whereof  we  have  from  the  town 
records — 

“At  a Lawful!  Towne  Meeting  the  19th 
of  March  166G — 

Thomas  perkius,  ttrancis  peabody  and 
John  Gould  are  Chosen  to  Vew  and 
agree  with  Daniell  Borman  for  a hie  way 
between  William  Averiell  house  aud  the 
mill  threw  his  ground  as  they  shall  see 
most  Conveuyaut.  - - - - Voted.” 

Thus  it  is  shown  conclusively  that  the 
mill  was  in  existence  in  March,  1666. 

Who  cun  estimate  the  joy  of  the  in- 
habitants at  that  early  period  of  having 
a grist  mill  to  accommodate  them  in  the 
grinding  of  their  rye  and  corn!  It 
marked  a new  era  in  the  history  of  the 
Topsfleld  commoners. 

The  mill  was  built  on  what  was  then 
called  Pye  Brook,  running  from  what  is 
now  Lowe’s  Pond  in  Boxford  aud  also 
from  Baker’s,  afterwards  Pritchard’s, 
but  what  is  now  culled  Hood’s  Pond  in 
Topsfleld.  This  was  the  main  stream, 
there  being  a lateral  branch  uhout  a half 
mile  above  the  mill  running  to  Hewlett's 
brook  iu  the  north  east  part  of  the  town 
and  concerning  which,  later  on,  there 
was  great  contention. 

At  a lawful  towu  meeting  the  7th  of 
March,  1671,  it  was  voted — “That  the 
town  Is  willing  that  Lieut.  Peabody 
shall  set  up  u saw  mill  provided  It  does 
not  do  damage  to  any  of  the  townsmen 
In  their  meadows.”  The  suw  in  1 11  was 
built  in  1672. 

So  fur  as  1 am  able  to  learn,  every. 
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thing  pertaining  to  these  mills  went 
along  smoothly  until  the  year  1691.  At 
this  date,  the  businsss  increasing  on 
account  of  the  growth  of  the  surround- 
ing district,  there  was  not  sufficient  head 
of  water  duiiug  a part'of  the  year  to  run 
the  mills,  the  fall  of  water  being  slight 
betweea  the  lateral  branch  and  the  mills. 

Wheu  the  mill  pond  was  half  full,  the 
water  would  be"" pressed  back  and  turned 
down  the  lateral  branch,  there  being 
quite  a fall  that  way.  As  there  was  no 
mill  at  this  time  on  llowlett’s  Brook, 
Mr.  Peabody  was  granted  the  privilege 
of  building  a dam  across  this  branch  a 
few  rods  below  its  parting  from  the  main 
stream,  providing  he  pay  satisfactory 
damages  to  the  adjoining  owners  by  rea- 
son of  his  flowing  iheir  meadows. 

The  records  speak  of  damages  being 
received  the  following  year  by  Thomas 
Dorman  and  sons,  who  had  iu  1690 
erected  a house  within  a tew  rods  of  the 
parting  of  this  brook. 

By  the  way,  this  house  was  occupied 
for  several  years  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  18t.h  century  by  Asahel  Smith, 
and  here  was  born  on  July  12,  1771  his 
son  Joseph,  'who  was  the  father  of  the 
celebrated  Joseph  Smith,  the  noted 
founder  of  Monnonisin  in  this  country. 
The  house,  185  years  old,  was  torn  down 
by  Frank  0 Frame  lu  1875  and  another 
built  on  the  same  spot. 

The  amouut  said  Dorman  was  to 
receive  lor  damages  ou  account  of  the 
dam  being  built  was  left  by  agreement 
to  referees  to  decide,  as  follows — 

“We  whose  uames  are  underneath  on 
Being  chosen  By  u:r  Francis  Pahodv  and 
Thomus  Dorman  s<jnr  and  his  sons 
Thomas  Dorman  Junr  and  Jesse  Dorman 
to  value  what  Damage  the  said  Dormans 
shall  Receive  the  Present  years  Beglning 
the  9th  day  of  February  1692:  and  Eud- 
iug  the  9th  of  February  1700  : By  Reason 
of  the  said  mr  Pabod.vs  flowing  the 
Water  by  a dam  for  his  Come  mill. 

We  say  that  according  to  the  Bust  of 
our  judmonts  the  said  Dormans  are 
Darnnitled  twenty  shilitis  lu  their  Grass 
and  for  stoping  their  out  Lett  to  the 
Cnmon,  and  tou  shilitis  for  want  of 
conversant  watering  of  their  Cattle,  as 
WlUncws  our  hands  at  Toplstield  July 


the  5th  1692. 

Jonathan  Putnam 
Joseph  Byxba” 

There  was  probably  water  power 
enough  at  the  mills  after  the  building  of 
the  dam  as  there  are  no  papers  showing 
the  want  of  it  for  more  than  fifty  years 
afterwards. 

During  the  year  1698,  after  faithfully 
serving  his  day  and  generation,  Lieut. 
Francis  Peabody,  the  ancestor,  passed  j 
away  full  of  years  and  honors.  By  his 
will,  dated  Jan.  20,  1695,  he  gives  his  ' 
son,  Isaac  Peabody,  the  mills  and  mill-  ] 
yard,  the  dwelling  house  by  the  mill  and 
other  property  besides. 

As  Isaac  Peabody  owned  the  mills  in  j 
Feb.  1700,  when  the  old  agreement  made 
by  Lieut.  Peabody  with  Thomas  Dorman  1 
ou  the  flowage  of  laud  would  expire,  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  make  fur- 
ther arrangements  concerning  it,  which 
read  as  follows — 

“This  agreement  made  this  6th  day  of 
February  1700  Between  Sargt  Thomas 
Dorman  on  the  one  Part  and  Isaac 
Peabody  on  the  other  part  wltnesseth,  j 
that  for  future  Love  & Amity  between  j 
them,  the  said  Isaac  Peabody  snail  pay 
or  cause  tp  be  paid  to  the  said  Dorman  | 
thirty  shillings  a year  in  money  ten  1 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  provided  he 
keeps  his  mill  Dam  up,  which  said  thirty 
shillings  Is  in  full  for  all  Damages  said 
Dorman  sustaius  by  said  Peabodya  mill 
Dam,  aud  further  it  is  agreed  upon  thut 
the  said  Peabody  shall  have  free  liberty 
to  raise  the  water  from  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember to  the  first  of  April  yearly  us 
high  as  he  needs  for  the  use  of  the  mill, 
which  is  to  be  done  by  a Slulso  or  Dam 
that  now  stands  by  the  Bridge  by  said 
Dorman’s  New  House  which  Is  on  the  j 
brook  that  runs  through  said  Dormuu’s 
meadow.  And  further  it  is  agreed  on  . 
that  when  Mr.  Biker  and  said  Dorman 
do  send  word  to  said  Peabody  together  i 
to  lower  the  water  for  them  that  they 
may  mow  the  meadow  that  Is  commonly 
flowed  by  the  mill  Dam  the  suld  Peabody 
Is  to  lower  the  water  such  time  as  they 
mav  conveniently  take  oil  the  Hay  of 
said  meadow,  for  the  true  performance  ; 
of  the  above  agreement  we  the  aforesaid 
Sargt  Dorman  & Isaac  Peabody  do  hind 
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ourselves  our  Heirs  Executors  Adm’s 
and  Assigns  each  to  other  fully  and  freely 
to  fulfill  the  same  as  witness  our  hands 
& seals  this  6th  day  of  February  1700. 

Thomas  Dorman. 

Isaac  Peabody.” 

In  1710,  arrangements  were  again 
made  between  Thomas  Dorman  and 
Isaac  Peabody  by  which  said  Peabody 
was  to  pay  said  Dorman  twenty  shillings 
a year  for  damages. 

On  the  27tli  of  December,  1716,  Capt. 
Thomas  Baker  applied  to  the  courts  at 
Salem  to  have  damages  allowed  him  by 
reason  of  having  his  meadows  flowed  on 
account  of  the  dam,  but  it  was  not  at 
that  time  allowed. 

The  mills  were  run  with  more  or  less 
success  until  1726,  when  Mr.  Isaac 
Peabody  died.  By  his  will,  dated  Oct.  1, 
17Jt6>  he  gave  Ills  son,  Joseph  Peabody, 
as  follows — 

‘I  give  unto  my  son,  Joseph  Peabody, 
my  Grist  and  Saw  Mills  with  all  irons, 
wheels,  stones,  profits,  privileges  and 
ippurtenances  to  said  mills  belonging, 
also  the  Dwelling  House  and  barn 
standing  near  the  Gristmill,  the  mill- 
yard,  &e,  &c.” 

The  next  year,  1727,  Mr.  Baker  still 
demanding  damages  for  injury  done  to 
his  meadows,  arrangements  were  made 
between  him  and  Mr.  Joseph  Peabody 
by  which  he  was  to  receive  eighteen 
shillings  a year.  This  sum  was  paid 
yearly  to  the  Baker  family  for  more  than 
seventy  years. 

Up  to  1736  the  Peabodv  grist-mill  was 
the  only  one  in  town,  but  during  this 
year,  Thomas  Howlett  built  one  in  the 
north-eastern  part  of  the  town  on 
Hewlett’s  Brook,  and  three  years  after, 
In  1739  he  also  built  a saw  mill. 

Mr  Peabody  continued  to  run  his  mill, 
paying  damages  to  Mr.  Dorman  and  his 
successors  iu  ownership,  also  to  the 
Baker  family  yearly  until  his  death, 
Which  occured  June  7,  1765.  By  his 

will,  dated  Nov.  12,  1763,  he  gave  all 
his  real  estate  to  his  only  son,  Jacob 
Peabody,  witli  some  conditions. 

Jacob  Peabody’s  ownership  of  the 
mills  extended  over  a period  of  fifty-one 
years  and  it  was  during  this  time  that 
there  was  so  much  litigation  ami  trouble 


between  the  owneis  of  the  Peabody  and 
Hewlett’s,  afterwards  Hood’s  and  then 
Hobb’s  mills. 

In  the  summer  of  1760,  the  old  original 
grist-mill  built  by  Lieut.  Peubody  was 
torn  down  and  a new  one  built  on  the 
same  spot,  David  Nelson  beiog  the 
builder.  The  millstones  and  some  other 
things  were  put  back  iuto  the  new  mill. 

Mr.  Nelson’s  bill  reads  as  follows — 

Topsfleld,  Dec.  20,  1760. 

Received  of  Jacob  Peubody  ye  sum  of 
Fiftyfour  Pounds  Lawful  money  in  Bill 
satisfaction  for  pulling  down  an  old  and 
building  a new  Grist-mill  for  said  Pea- 
body. Received,  I say,  by  me.  David 
Nelson. 

Iu  1765  the  old  saw-mill  was  torn 
down  and  a new  one.  built  to  take  its 
place. 

At  this  date,  1765,  both  of  the  mills 
being  new,  with  plenty  of  water  to  run 
them,  everything  seemed  in  a flourishing 
condition,  and  so  continued  for  several 
years.  Then  ihere  began  to  be  a lack 
of  water  power  on  account  of  the  neglect 
to  keep  the  dam  across  the  lateral 
branch  in  good  condition.  In  1787, 
there  was  nothing  left  of  the  former 
dam  but  one  stick  oi  timber  lying  across 
the  bed  of  said  stream  called  a mud  sill. 

In  September  of  this  year,  supposing 
ho  had  a right  “in  conformity  with  the 
grant  of  the  town  to  Lieut.  Peabody  to 
build  the  dam.’’ Jacob  Peaoody  to  some 
extent  restored  the  dam.  To  this,  Mr. 
Hobbs,  the  owner  of  the  Howlett  mill, 
made  objection  and  proceeded  to  tear  it 
down.  The  story  is  best  told  by  the 
memorandum  kept  by  A?fehel  Smith,  who 
was  living  for  the  seeood  time  in  the  old 
Dorman  house,  uud  which  reads  us 
follows — 

“September  the  24th  1787  mr  Jacob 
peahody  Stopt  the  water  at  the  mud  sill 
the  first  time — the  25th  mr  Beujn  Hobbs 
jl  eared  It.  as  he  told  me — the  26th  mr 
peahody  Stopt  It  ugal n as  mv  two  sons 
Sami  & Asael  told  me — the  27th  of  said 
month  mr  hobbs  come  & took  the  stop- 
age  out  myself  & two  sous  Jesse  & 
Joseph  Being  present  and  he  told  us  he 
would  take  out  as  fast  as  peabody  put 
In — mr  peabody  jurn  Came  the  same  Duy 
and  Began  to  Stop  It  again  and  1 went 
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Dowd  and  forbid  him  useing  aney  of  my 
property  to  Stop  said  Brook  or  coming 
aney  more  there  with  that  Design  — 
October  the  12th  mr  Jacob  peabody  junr 
stopt  the  Brook  again  the  same  Day  mr 
Beuj  hobbs  cleared  it — November  the  3d 
mr  peabody  & son  & mr  Sami  Brown 
come  & filled  up  the  mouth  of  Hobbses 
Stream  at  the  Crotch  of  said  Brook  with 
Large  Stouts  on  Each  Side  to  the  Wedth 
of  2 feet  & 5 inches  and  Raised  the 
Bottom  of  said  Brook  about  5 inches 
from  its  usoual  Debth  with  flat  Stones — 
November  5th  messrs  Abraham  Beujn  & 
David  hobbs  & mr  John  Perkins  junr 
came  with  5 yoke  of  oxen  and  a Dragg 
to  clear  out  the  Stones  again — I forbid 
them  coming  on  to  my  land— Benjn 
hobbs  Come  to  my  house  and  Desired 
me  to  go  with  roy  two  oldest  sons  with 
him  and  measure  the  Debth  of  water 
that  Ran  over  the  mud  sill  and  Likewise 
the  Debth  of  the  Brook  at  the  Crotch 
which  1 Did  and  we  found  the  water 
that  Rao  over  the  mud  sill  2|  Inches 
Deepe  and  at  the  Crotch  of  said  Brook  in 
hobbs  Stream  it  was  Eleven  Inches 
Deepe  and  further  saith  not 

A Short  memorandum 

Asahel  Smith” 

Early  in  the  year  1788.  Jacob  Peabody 
commenced  an  action  of  trespass 
against  Abraham  Hobbs  for  his  digging 
out  the  brook  and  pulling  down  the 
dam,  which  was  first,  erected  iu  1692  and 
most  of  the  time  maintained.  ‘‘The 
suit  was  first  brought  before  what  was 
then  called  the  ‘Confession  Act.’  Mr. 
Hobbs  appeared  und  disputed  the 
demand.”  * 

Mr.  Peabody  had  his  case  entered  at 
the  next  court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Essex  County. 

I have  the  depositions  of  ten  aged 
persons  who  testified  as  to  the  condition 
of  Pye  Brook  and  its  lateral  branch  at 
the  parting  thereof,  und  also  to  the  fact 
of  the  existence  of  a dam  across  said 
branch  as  they  remembered  it  fifty  years 
before,  or  betweeu  the  years  1720  und 
1740.  These  depositions  were  signed 
and  sworn  to  before  Dr.  Nohemluh 
Cleavelund,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  names  of  these  persons  aro  us 
follows:  Caleb  Foster  and  Mrs.  Mary  I 


Potter  of  Ipswich ; John  Smith  of  Box* 
ford,  who  lived  with  Jesse  Dorman,  sod 
of  Thomas,  in  1723,  when  16  years  of 
age;  Mrs.  Hannah  Chaplain  of  Rowley, 
who  lived  with  William  Rogers  in  1734 
in  said  Dorman  house;  John  Perkins  of 
Topsfleld,  who  lived  with  said  Rogers  io 
1736;  John  AverlU  of  Westminster,  Vt., 
who  lived  with  Mr.  Rogers  iu  1738; 
Nathaniel  Hood  of  Topsfleld,  probable 
owner  of  the  Howlett  Mills  from  1746  to 
1748;  also  John  Bradstreet,  Si  moo 
Gould  and  Thomas  Baker,  all  of 
Topsfleld. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  these 
witnesses,  the  dam  was  buiit  between 
two  small  hills  about  two  rods  above  a 
bridge  over  the  brook  in  the  following 
manner. 

‘‘A  stick  of  timber  was  laid  across  the 
bottom  of  the  brook  and  two  studs  set 
up,  one  on  each  end,  and  tenanted  into 
this  stick  of  timber  or  mud-sill,  so 
aclled,  and  a cap-piece  mortised  on  the 
top  of  these  studs.” 

The  case  was  tried  in  two  courts  and 
exceptions  filed  thereon.  Mr.  Peabody 
then  decided  to  carry  it  to  the  Supreme 
court.  Before  the  sitting  of  this  court, 
however,  the  owners  of  these  two  mills, 
probably  finding  that  the  lawyers  were 
getting  more  out  of  It  than  they  were 
from  their  mills,  consulted  together  and 
decided  to  submit  the  case  to  the  deter- 
mination of  referees.  These  referees, 
Nathaniel  Lovejoy  Esq.,  Mr.  Moody 
Bridges  and  Captain  Peter  Osgood, 
viewed  the  premises  ttDd  decided  us 
follows  : — 

“At  the  beginning  of  that  branch  of 
said  Pve  Brook  which  runs  to  said 
Peabody’s  mill,  at  the  parting  of  said 
brook,  suitable  stones  shall  be  laid  in 
lime  mortar  iu  such  a manner  as  to 
confine  the  channel  of  suid  hraoch  within 
the  compass  of  five  feet,  and  this  shall 
be  done  by  the  said  Peabody,  Ills  heirs 
and  assigns,  at  his  and  their  expense 
within  one  year  from  the  dute  of  this 
report. 

And  at  the  beginning  of  the  other  I 
branch  of  suid  brook  which  flows  from 
Pye  Brook  through  Ilowlett’s  Brook  so 
I called,  being  a branch  of  said  Pye 
I Brook  to  the  said  Hohh’s  grist-mill, 
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i suitable  stones  shall  in  like  manner  be 
| laid  in  lime  mortar  so  as  to  confine  the 
j channel  of  said  branch  within  the 
compass  of  three  feet,  and  this  shall  be 
done  by  the  said  Hobbs,  his  heirs  and 
j assigns,  at  his  and  their  expense  within 
i one  year  from  the  date  of  this  report. 

And  we  do  further  report  that  each 
I aud  both  of  the  said  parties,  their 
| respective  heirs  and  assigns,  may  at 
i any  time  hereafter  remove  any  obstruc- 
j tions  that  may  be  in  their  respective 
' branches  of  said  brook  at  any  place 
jp  therein,  saving,  that  the  said  Hobbs, 
l his  heirs  and  assigns,  may  not  at  any 

(time  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed  a 
certain  mud-sill,  lying  in  and  across  the 
branch  of  said  brook  running  to  the 
said  Hobb’s  grist-mill,  about  two  rods 
above  a bridge  over  the  brook  on  the 
road  facing  by  Asahel  Smith’s  dwelling 
house  and  where  a dam  was  formerly 
made,  and  that  he,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  forever  keep  and  maintain  a sill  or 
| bar  In  that  place  in  the  same  situation 
! It  now  is,  never  to  be  sunk  lower,  nor 
i shall  he  or  they  make  any  alteration  in 
s the  bed  or  bottom  of  said  brook  by 
• diggiug  or  lowering  it  from  its  present 
\ state  from  the  parting  of  said  brook  to 
, the  aforesaid  mud-sill. 

I Neither  shall  the  said  Peabody,  nor 

I his  heirs  and  ussigns,  make  any  altera- 
tion in  the  bed  or  bottom  of  that  branch 
of  said  brook,  running  to  his  said  mill, 
within  five  rods  of  the  said  parting  of 
said  brook.  Given  under  our  hands  this 
thirtieth  duy  of  December  In  the  yeur 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
eighty  eight. 

Nathaniel  Lovejoy  } 

Moody  Bridges  > Referees. 
Peter  Osgood  ) 

Accepted  by  the  Court  Apr.  1789. 

Although  more  than  a century  bas 
passed  since  this  occured  yet  it  remains 
| the  same  today. 

It  Is  a somewhat  singular  fact  that 
i after  all  the  contention  and  strife 
I between  the  owuers  of  these  mills,  the 
\ proprietor  of  the  Hobb's  mill  today, 
Mr.  Wellington  Donaldson,  is  a lineal 
descendant  of  Francis  Pcubody,  the 
ancestor. 

In  1801,  Joseph  and  John  Batcholclor, 


owners  of  the  Captain  Thomas  Baker 
farm  at  this  date,  brought  suit  against 
Jacob  Peabody  for  the  flowing  of  their 
meadows.  The  case  was  tried  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  November,  1801,  at 
the  Supreme  Judicial  court  holden  at 
Salem  aod  they  were  awarded  $10.00  by 
the  court  for  past  damages,  also  said 
Peabody  aud  his  successors  in  owner- 
ship of  the  mills  were  to  pay  three  dollars 
per  year  for  damages  in  the  future. 
This  amount  was  paid  every  year  until 
1870,  when  it  was  stopped. 

Jacob  Peabody  died  Nov.  25,  1806  and 
by  his  will  dated  Feb.  16,  1804,  he  gave 
the  mills  with  other  property  to  his  two 
sons,  Jacob  and  John  P.  Peabody,  in 
equal  shares.  These  two  brothers 
continued  to  run  the  mills  up  to  the 
summer  of  1824. 

The  grist  mill  at  this  time  being  very 
much  out  of  repair,  Deeding  a uew  water- 
wheel, a set  of  mill  stones,  a new  flume 
and  several  other  things,  it  was  thought 
best  to  tear  it  clown  and  build  anew. 
This  was  done  iu  August  and  the  new 
one,  built  on  the  same  spot,  was  raised 
on  Sept.  25,  1824.  The  work  was  done 
by  Ezra  Dodge  and  others  from  Beverly. 

John  P.  Peabody  took  one  halt  of  the 
old  original  mill  stone  for  a door  step, 
In  which  cupuclt.v  It  has  served  to  tho 
present  duy.  The  *new  mill-stones, 
weighing  over  three  tons,  were  brought 
from  Lynn,  as  the  following  bill  will 
testify  : — 

Topstlcld,  Oct.  9,  1824. 
John  P. Peabody  to  Nchemlah  Perkins  Dr. 

To  myself  and  two  yoke  of  oxeu  to 
Lynn  to  druvv  the  millstones  for  tho  uew 
mill.  * $1.17 

4 Roo’d  Payment, 

Nehemiah  Perkins. 

The  cost  of  the  new  mill  was  $452.06. 
The  mills  were  ruu  by  the  said  brothers 
until  Feb.  14,  1829,  up  to  which  date 
they  had  been  In  tbe  Peabody  name  for 
164  years. 

Now  there  happened  an  unusual 
occurrence,  as  the  first  change  was 
made  in  the  name  of  the  owners.  Jacob 
Peabody  sold  Ids  farm  and  undivided 
half  oi  the  mills  to  Hon.  Nathan  Dane  of 
Beverly,  the  deed  being  duted  Fob.  14, 
1829.  Mr.  Daue  transferred  the  same  to 
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Samuel  Bradstreet  aud  Samuel  Gould 
Id  common,  June  16,  1831. 

April  12,  1838,  Samuel  Bradstreet 

sold  out  his  one  fourth  interest  to 
Samuel  Gould,  who  in  turn  sold  out  his 
one  half  interest  of  the  mills  to  Jacob 
Towne,  Sept.  14,  1841. 

Widow  Sophia  Towne,  as  administra- 
trix of  the  estate  of  Jacob  Towne, 
conveyed  to  their  son,  J.  Waldo  Towne, 
this  one  half  interest  of  the  mills,  April 
2,  1846. 

During  all  these  years  since  Jacob 
Peabody  iD  Feb.  14,  1829  had  sold  out 
half  of  the  mills,  John  P.  Peabody  had 
continued  runuiug  them,  paying  reDt  to 
the  different  owners  of  the  undivided 
half  sold  by  his  brother  Jacob. 

In  1842,  the  old  saw  mill  was  taken 
down  by  Alfred  P.  Towne  aud  used  for 
firewood. 

Considerable  business  must  have  been 
done  at  this  mill  as  shown  by  the  “Book 
of  Accounts”  which,  over  a century  old, 
I still  have  in  my  possession.  I also 
have  an  old  saw  taken  from  the  mill  in 
1792. 

On  Nov.  1,  1843  John  P.  Peabody  sold 
his  farm  ana  his  one  half  ot  the  mill  to 
his  son-in-law,  Benjamin  B.  Towne.  At 
this  date,  one  half  of  the  mill  had  been 
in  the  Peabody  name  178  years. 

In  1846,  the  old  Peabody  House  bv  the 
mill  was  torn  down  by  A.  Porter  Knee- 
land  and  others.  I was  present  on  that 
occasiou  with  many  of  the  neighbors. 

Some  of  the  boards  and  timbers  takeD 
from  this  old  house  were  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  house  erected  near 
this  spot  by  J.  Waldo  Towne  In  1847. 
The  house  is  now  owned  by  George  F. 
Pevear.  - 

The  mill  was  run  by  Benjamin  B.  and 
J.  Waldo  Towne  until  April  10,  1848, 
when  they  sold  out  to  John  McKenzie. 

During  his  ownership,  being  a wheel- 
wright, he  made  extensive  repairs.  The 
old  reversible  water-wheel,  16  feet  in 
diameter,  was  taken  out  in  1860  and  a 
new  circular  tub-wheel  put  in. 

When  putting  in  a foundation  for 
this  new  wheel,  Mr.  McKenzie  found  an 
old  Piue-tree  shilling.  This  ancient  coin 
was  afterwards  purchased  by  Dea.  Joel 
R.  Peabody  and  with  some  appropriate 


verses  on  the  same  written  by  Mrs. 
Peabody,  his  wife,  was  sent  as  a present 
to  George  Peabody,  the  eminent  banker 
of  London,  England.  Mrs.  Peabody 
received  in  return  a present  of  a silver 
pitcher  lined  with  gold. 

In  1851,  after  making  many  repairs, 
Mr.  McKenzie  put  in  u corn  cracker,  for 
up  to  this  time  only  clear  grain  had  been 
ground.  The  putting  in  of  this  cracker 
marked  a new  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  mill.  Not  much  corn  was  shelled 
after  this  as  the  great  cull  seemed  to  be 
for  corn-aDd  cob  meal. 

Mr.  McKenzie’s  health  heginn'mg  to 
fail,  he  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  his 
son-in-law,  John  Boardman,  Juuior. 
The  mill  was  run  with  good  success 
until  Aug.  1,  1854,  when  being  still  in 
poor  health,  Mr.  McKenzit  sold  out  to 
his  son,  Alfred  McKenzie.  As  he  was 
living  in  Dauvers  at  the  time  he  let  out 
the  mill  on  shares  to  Benjamin  B. 
Towne,  who  raD  it  continuously  with 
the  assistance  of  George  W.  Brown, 
until  April  1,  1870 

During  this  time  the  principal  repairs 
were  made  in  1857,  when  a new  flume 
and  bridge  were  put  in  at  the  cost  of 
$117.00. 

The  passing  of  the  mill  property  from 
the  McKenzies  luto  other  hands  wa9 
probably  hastened  by  the  following 
incideut. 

Mr.  William  Locke  owned  the  proper- 
ty adjoining  the  mill  lot  and  desiring  to 
make  some  improvements  in  front  of 
his  house  and  near  the  brook,  he  com- 
menced to  build  a wall  around  a spring 
which  was  by  the  side  of  the  brook. 

While  working  on  the  same  one 
pleasant  afternoon  in  October,  1869,  oue 
of  the  Mclveuzie  heirs  happened  to  come 
along  and  asked  the  question,  “Oo 
whose  luud  are  you  building  your  wall, 
Mr.  Locke?”  He  replied  in  an  Indif- 
ferent manner  as  if  he  did  not  care,  but 
it  seems  he  afterwards  looked  at  the 
deed  of  his  place  and  found  be  was 
trespassing  upon  mill  property. 

Desiring  to  go  on  with  his  improve- 
ments, he  began  at  once  to  negotiate 
for  the  purchase  of  the  mill  property, 
which  was  finally  consummated  March 
19,  1870.  Mr.  Locke  made  hoitjo  repairs 
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to  the  mill,  putting  on  a new  rim  to  the 
water  wheel  and  also  substituting  iron 
floats  to  the  wheel  In  place  of  wooden 
ones. 

During  the  first  part  of  Mr.  Locke’s 
ownership,  it  was  run  by  David  Smith 
and  B.  Austin  Perkins,  and  then  by  Mr. 
Locke  himself  until  July  17,  1873,  when 
he  sold  his  place  with  mill  property  to 
John  B.  Perry  of  Somerville. 

Mr.  Perry  ran  the  mill  with  some 
success  until  he  sold  it  to  Mrs.  Licenetta 
Ham  of  Wakefield,  Aug.  19,  1875.  Dur- 
Jug  her  ownership  it  was  run  by  John 
B.  Perry,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Barn  sold  out  to  Mrs.  Catharine 
Hanford  of  Lexington,  Jan.  4,  1876.  It 
was  run  during  her  ownership  by  her 
son,  Clarence  C.  Hanford,  who  made 
some  repairs  ou  the  same. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1883,  Mrs.  Han- 
ford’s interest  in  the  mill  property  was 
sold  to  Leon  F.  Chamecin  of  Boston, 
and  on  the  second  day  of  October,  the 
same  year,  1883,  he  sold  out  to  Mrs. 
Teresa  C.  Carr,  the  present  owner. 
The  mill  has  not  been  run  since  1892. 

The  most  successful  period  of  the 
mill’s  history  was  probably  from  1851, 
the  time  of  putting  in  the  corn-cracker, 
to  1875,  for  during  the  civil  war  and  for 
some  years  afterwards,  grain  was  very 
high,  often  bringing  two  dollars  per 
bushel. 

Many  amusing  incidents  could  be 
related  in  connection  with  this  mill. 
Some  people  would  come  to  the  house 
and.  say  in  rather  pleading  tones,  “I 
want  to  go  to  mill.”  Others  would  say, 
“I  have  come  to  get  some  meal  ground.” 
My  parents  have  often  spoken  of  a 
yentleman  who  occasionally  came  to 
mill  from  the  Linebrook  Parish.  He 
generally  drove  in  a two-wheel  shay  and 
when  coming  down  the  turnpike  hill  by 
our  gr.*ve  he  would  begin  to  cry  out  In 
stentorian  tones.  “Where  Is  the  miller?” 
“Where  Is  the  miller?”  und  he  would 
keep  it  up  more  or  less  until  he  had 


arrived  opposite  the  miller’s  house.  If 
the  miller  was  within  an  eighth  of  a 
mile  of  the  scene  of  action  he  would  be 
almost  sure  to  hear  the  cry.  Evidently 
the  geDtleman  disliked  to  get  out  of  his 
shay  to  call  at  the  house  for  the  miller. 

The  old  mill  stands  today  in  quiet 
repose.  No  busy  sound  is  heard  save 
that  of  the  ceaseless  flow  of  the  running 
brook,  bringing  to  mind  the  truthful 
words  of  Tennyson 

“For  men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 
But  I go  on  forever.” 

Let  us  contemplate  the  scene  and  ask 
the  question,  “Where  in  this  town  is 
there  another  landmark  around  which 
cluster  so  many  memories  of  the  past, 
and  where  another  spot  on  which  a 
building  has  stood  every  year  since  1665, 
or  within  forty  five  years  of  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers?”  And  a few 
rods  from  this  mill  is  the  old  historic 
spot  where,  in  1660,  dwelt  the  ODly 
family  in  America  by  the  name  of 
Peabody,  whose  descendants  today  are 
numbered  by  the  thousands. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I will  say  that 
notwithstanding  I have  over  seventy 
papers  referring  to  these  mills,  some  of 
which  are  more  than  two  centuries  old, 
handed  down  to  me  through  six  genera- 
tions, or  from  Lieut.  Francis  Peabody, 
the  ancestor,  I have  been  very  careful 
to  give  the  subject  due  consideration  in 
regard  to  facts  und  dates,  thinking  that 
this  will  probably  be  the  only  history 
that  will  ever  be  written  of  the  old 
Peabody  mills.  One  of  them  has  been 
gone  for  more  than  half  a century,  and 
the  other,  unless  repaired,  will  soon  be  a 
thing  of  the  past,  and  these  ancient 
landmarks  will  be  obliterated  forever, 
for  It  Is  not  probable  that  the  grist-mill 
will  ever  be  rebuilt  again,  although  the 
water  power  may  be  utilized  for  some 
other  purposes  In  the  long  distant 
future. 
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BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN 
TOPSFIELD,  1727-1779. 


COMMUNICATED  BY  GEO.  FES.  DOW. 


A List  of  most  of  ye  children  y*  were  baptized  by  sev- 
erall  ministers  of  ye  Gospell  during  ye  vacancy  in  yc  church 
of  Topsficld,  yfc  is  after  the  Death  of  ye  Rev.  Mr  Joseph 
Capen,  untill  ye  ordination  of  Mr  John  Emerson  his 
successor. 

The  Rev.  Mr  Putnam,  Pastor  of  a church  in  Reading, 


baptized 
Joseph  Townc 

his 

Sarah 

Feb’y  2G,  172G-7. 

Samuell  Smith 

a 

Susanna 

44  4 4 

Samuell  Ilowlet 

n 

William 

44  44 

David  Red  in  "ton 

44 

Sarah 

4 4 44 

Robert  Perkins 

(4 

Eebcckah 

4 4 4 4 

Samuell  Bradstrect 

c t 

Sarah 

“ 

Samuell  Curtice 

44 

M ary 

Jacob  Reddington 

4 4 

Daniel 

“ “ 

Gideon  Tow  no 

44 

Hannah 

CD 


■ 
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The  Rev.  MrPrescot,  of  Salem,  baptized 


Samuell  Towne 
Francis  Peabody 
Joseph  Commins 
Nathan  Towne 

his  Samuell  Aug.  27,  1727. 

“ Isaac  “ “ 

“ Moses  “ “ 

“ Araee  “ “ 

ye  Rev.  Mr.  Wiggleswortb , of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  baptized 

Mark  How  his  Luce  Feb’v  25,  1727-8. 

ye  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Salem  village 


Timothy  Perkins 
John  Wilds 
Jonathan  Perkins 
Richard  Towne 

his  Rebeckah  March  10,  1727-8. 

“ Amos  “ “ 

“ Hannah  “ “ 

“ Thomas  “ “ 

The  Rev.  Mr. 

Rogers,  of  Boxford 

Jacob  Perkins 
Aaron  Estey 

his  Abigail  March  31,  1728. 

“ Hannah  “ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Prcseot,  of  Salem 


Daniel  Towne 

his  Dorothy  Aprill  14,  1728. 

The  Rev.  Mr. 

Emerson,  of  Malden  baptized 

Benjamin  Towne 

ci  « 

Joseph  }twins  June  9,  172S. 

Samuell  Curtice 
Samuell  Perkins 

“ Samuell  “ 

“ Margaret  “ “ 

The  Rev.  Mr. 

Daniel  Redington 

Rogers,  of  Boxford,  baptized 
his  Sarah  June  23,  1728. 

The  Rev.  Mr. 

Wigglesworth,  of  Ipswich  Hamlctt 

Samuell  Robinson 

his  Hannah  August  18,  1728. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Boxford,  baptized 


Tobijah  Perkins 
John  Abbot 

his  Annah  November  10,  1728. 

“ Elizabeth  “ “ 

The  Rev.  Mr. 

Robert  Ward,  of  Wenham,  baptized 

Matthew  Peabody 

his  Ebenezer  October  1,  1727. 

' 
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Joseph  ye  son  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  Bradstrect  was 
baptized  June  25,  172 [7]  by  ye  Rev.  M1'.  Robert  Ward 
of  Wenham. 


The  Church  of  Christ  in  Topsfield  having  made  choice 
of  Mr.  John  Emerson  to  be  their  Pastor  sent  Letters  to 
Eight  Churches  to  come  and  afford  their  assistance  by  yr 
Elders  & messengers  in  ordaining  of  him  to  yc  office  of  a 
Pastor  over  ym  in  ye  Lord,  accordingly  on  ye  27th  Day 
of  Novbr  1728  came  ye  Rev : Mr.  John  & Nathan11  Rogers 
Pastors  of  ye  first  church  of  Christ  in  Ipswich  with  their 
Delegates.  The  Revd  Mr.  John  Rogers  of  Boxford.  The 
Revd  Mr.  Joseph  Emerson  of  Malden.  The  Revd  Mr. 
Sam11  Wigglesworth  of  Ipswich  Hamlett.  The  Revd  M1'. 
Peter  Clark  of  Salem  village  and  The  Revd  Mr.  Robert 
Ward  of  Wenham  wth  their  Delegates. 

The  solemnity  began  wth  Prayer,  Mr.  Wigglesworth 
was  yc  mouth  of  ye  Congregation. 

Mr.  Emerson  of  Malden  preached  from  Mat.  4:  21-22. 
And  going  on  from  thence  He  saw  other  two  Brethren, 
James  ye  son  of  Zebedee  d*  John  his  Brother , and  He 
called  ym , and  they  immediately  left  ye  sh ip  ffi  yr  Father 
and  followed  Ilim . 

M1’.  John  Rogers  Sen1’.  Pastor  of  yc  first  clih  : of  Ips- 
wich gave  ye  Charge. 

Mr.  John  Rogers  of  Boxford  gave  ye  right  Hand  of 
Fellowship. 

Mr.  Ward  of  Wenham  prayed  afterwards,  a suitable 
psalm  was  yn  sung,  yc  Blessing  given  and  y°  solemnity 
Concluded. 


I)ecembr  8,  1728. 
• » 22 


Simon  Brad  street 
William  Kittery 


liis  Mercy 
“ William 


' .»  ' • 

■ 
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Jacob  Peaoocly 

his  Elizabeth 

Decembr 

29, 

Abraham  How 

“ Elizabeth 

ft  ft 

ftft 

Matthew  Peabody 

“ Mehetabell 

ft  ft 

ftft 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Dorkas 

January 

5, 

Simon  II rad  street 

February 

23, 

Zacheus  Perkins  and 

“ 

ftft 

William  Perkins,  these  upon  their  own  account 
being  of  adult  Age, 

t< 

ft  ft 

also  ye  children  of 

Thomas  & Mary  Demcy  their  Mary 

it 

ftft 

it  (C  It 

‘ ‘ Thomas 

“ 

ftft 

it  (C  << 

“ Miriam 

“ 

“ 

it  It  li 

“ Charles 

“ 

ftft 

Richard  Town 

his  Mary 

March 

2, 

Timothy  Perkins 

“ Timothy 

“ 

16, 

Joseph  Robinson 

“ Joseph 

“ 

ftft 

Robert  Perkins 

“ Robert 

ft  ft 

ftft 

Sarauell  H owlet 

“ Dan 

ftft 

(ft 

Joseph  Gould 

“ Daniel 

“ 

30, 

Sam11  Bradstreet 

“ Samu 

ft  ft 

“ 

Jacob  Averell 

“ Jacob 

ft  ft 

“ 

Joseph  Townc 

“ Jonathan 

April 

20, 

Joseph  Towne  Junr 

“ Jemima 

“ 

ftft 

David  Cummins 

“ David 

ftft 

“ 

Mark  Howe 

“ Mary 

May 

4, 

John  Gould 

“ Jacob 

ft  ft 

11, 

Jacob  Rcddingtoti 

“ Jacob 

ftft 

25, 

John  Prichard 

“ Paul 

June 

8, 

Francis  Peabody 

“ Daniel 

“ 

“ 

Ephraim  Smith 

“ Mary 

“ 

“ 

John  Cummings 

“ Sarah 

“ 

tt 

Eliezer  Lake 

“ Daniel 

July 

6, 

John  Wilds 

“ Mary 

“ 

27, 

Jonathan  Wilds 

“ Nathauael 

(ft 

• ft 

John  Perkins  Junr 

“ Stephen 

ft  ft 

(ft 

Daniel  Towne 

“ Thomas 

August 

24, 

Micall  Dwinell 

“ Thomas 

September  7, 

Nathan  Towne 

“ Esau 

“ 

28, 

Michftll  Colleen 

“ John 

November  23, 

€ ft  ft  C 

“ Michall 

“ 

“ 

Philip  Towne 

“ Enos 

Decembe: 

r 7, 

Josiah  Kenney 

“ Mary 

February 

1. 

John  Towne  Juur 

“ Icabod 

“ 

15, 

Miall  CoiVee 

“ Robert 

<♦ 

ftft 

■ 

* 
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Daniel  Reddington 

his  Dorcas 

March 

15,  1730 

Jonathan  Perkins 

“ Jonathan 

44 

44 

The  widow  Ann  Averell 

44 

22, 

Jacob  Perkins 

“ Prudence 

April 

19, 

John  Bradstreet 

“ Sarah 

May 

17, 

Timothy  Perkins 

“ Nathan 

June 

7, 

Joseph  Towne  Junr 

“ Archelaus 

4 4 

“ 

Joseph  Dwinell 

“ George 

“ 

28, 

4 4 4 4 

“ Joseph 

“ 

“ 

4 4 44 

“ Martha 

“ 

44 

44  4 4 

“ Mary 

<« 

44 

4 4 4 4 

“ Zechariah 

“ 

4 4 

4 4 4 4 

“ James 

“ 

44 

John  Towne 

“ John 

July 

5, 

George  Cowan 

‘ ‘ Elizabeth 

4 4 

44 

Margaret  Perkins 

her  Jemima 

4 4 

44 

John  Prichard 

his  Sarah 

44 

19, 

Luke  Averell 

“ Mary 

August 

9, 

Nathan  Bixby 

“ Nathan 

“ 

23, 

Aaron  Estey 

“ Mary 

44 

44 

Israel  Towne 

“ Elizabeth 

44 

44 

Matthew  Peabody 

“ John 

September  13, 

Elizabeth,  ye  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Emerson 

u 

20, 

Thomas  Potter 

his  Sarah 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Peabody 

“ Joseph 

October 

4, 

Gideon  Towne 

“ Plieebe 

“ 

“ 

Thomas  Baker 

“ Thomas 

a 

25, 

John  Johnston 

“ Mary 

“ 

44 

Jacob  Averell 

“ Daniel 

December 

G, 

Nathan11  Porter  Junr 

“ Daniel 

January 

24,  1731. 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Mercjr 

“ 

31, 

John  Abbot 

“ Martha 

February 

14, 

William  Reddington 

“ Jonathan 

4 4 

“ 

David  Commings 

“ Jonathan 

March 

21, 

Israel  Clark, 

“ Elijah 

“ 

28, 

Tobijah  Perkins 

“ Daniel  & 

“ Edmund  I4"'1"8 

April 

18, 

Benjamin  Towne 

“ Eli 

ti 

Robert  Perkins 

“ Amos 

“ 

“ 

Samuel  Perkins 

“ Samuel 

(« 

“ 

Mark  How 

“ Aaron 

May 

1G, 

Simon  Braudstrcet 

“ Mary 

“ 

23, 

William  Meclure 

“ James 

June 

13, 

■ 
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Sam11  Curtice 
Andrew  Delrymple 
Micall  Dwinell 
Jacob  Clark 
Joseph  Robinson 
Sam11  Brand  street 
John  Prichard 
Jabez  Towne 
Hannah  Bowery 
Stephen  Johnson 
J olm  Peabody 
John,  ye  son  of  John  & 
Joseph  Gould 
Thomas  Perkins 
Nathan  Whood 
Jacob  Dorman 
Jacob  Perkins 
Richard  Towne 
Joseph  Towne  Juur 
Jacob  Averell 
Israel  Towne 
David  Cominings 
Timothy  Perkins 
Israel  Clark 
Ephraim  Wildes 
Bam11  Hewlett 
Jacob  Redd  mg  ton 
Aaron  Estey 
Jonathan  Perkins 
Thomas  Gould  Junr 
Gideon  Towne 
Daniel  Gould 
Mehetabell  Dodge 
Will’11  Perkins  Junr 
Dan  Clark 
Josiah  lvcnne}7 
John  Gould 
Nathan  Bixby 
Joseph  Perkins 
John  Perkins 
Thomas  11  owlet 
John  Towne  Jimr 
Luke  Averell 
Robert  Perkins 


his  Noah 
“ Mary 
“ Sam'1 
“ Bathsheba 
“ Joseph 
“ Elijah 
“ David 
“ Jabez 
her  Hannah 
his  Ruth 
“ Jacob 

Elizabeth  Emerson 
his  Elizabeth 
“ Enoch 
“ William 
“ Jacob 
“ Jacob 
“ Elizabeth 
“ Jemima 
“ Dorothy 
“ Thomas 
“ Sam11 
“ Elizabeth 
11  Israel 
“ Thomas 
“ John 
“ Dorcas 
“ Isaac 
“ Juda 
“ Thomas 
“ Abislia 
“ Ruth 
her  Sam11 
his  Will"1 
“ Mary 
“ Asa 
“ Esther 
“ Solomon 
“ Icabod 
“ Moses 
“ Alice 
“ William 
“ Moses 
“ Phebee 


June 

4 4 

27,  1731. 

44 

July 

4 4 

18, 

August 

1, 

29, 

44 

September 

5, 

4 4 

12, 

December 

19, 

4 4 

26, 
4 4 

4 4 

44 

January 

29,  1732, 

February 

c, 

“ 

13, 

44  t i 

“ 27, 

44  a 

March  5, 

April  23, 

«(  44 

June  4, 

“ 11, 

“ 25, 

July  2, 

“ 23, 

August  13, 

44  (4 

“ 20, 

September  24, 
October  8, 


“ 15, 

“ 29, 

December  10, 
January  7,  1733. 

“ 21, 

February  4, 
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Rebeckah.  ye  Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Emerson  February  25,  1733. 


Matthew  Peabody 

his  Sarah 

April 

1, 

Sam11  Bradslreet 

“ Eunice 

44 

29, 

John  Prichard 

“ Martha 

( 4 

<( 

Samu  Curtice 

“ Rachel 

May 

6, 

Nathanael  Curtice 

“ Priscilla 

June 

3, 

Thomas  Perkins 

“ Susannah 

August 

5, 

Joseph  Towne 

“ Eunice 

44 

26, 

Stephen  Johnson 

“ Rebeckah 

September  23, 

Benjamin  Towne 

“ Susannah 

October 

7; 

Sam11  Perkins 

“ Mary 

44 

(C 

Sam11  Towne 

“ Hannah 

44 

14, 

Micall  Dwinell 

“ Elisabeth 

November 

4, 

Ephraim  Wildes 

“ Jacob 

“ 

11, 

Ebenezcr  Curtice 

“ Abner 

44 

44 

Thomas  Baker 

“ John 

4 4 

•25, 

Jacob  Robinson 

“ Jacob 

December 

2, 

Edmund  Towne 

“ Edmund 

44 

9, 

Samu  Boyd 

* ‘ Sam11 

44 

16, 

«<  << 

“ Ann 

44 

“ 

it  Cc 

“ John 

44 

“ 

Nathan  Porter  Junr 

“ Nathan11 

4 4 

23, 

Jabcz  Towne 

“ Mary 

“ 

30, 

Daniel  Gloyd,  of  adult 

age 

February 

3, 

Dan  Clark 

his  Daniel 

44 

10, 

John  Lampson  Junr 

“ Ruth 

“ 

4 4 

Philip  Towne 

“ Dinah 

“ 

24, 

Jacob  Dorman 

“ David 

March 

3, 

Mark  How 

“ Mark 

44 

10, 

Abraham  Foster  Junr 

“ Ruth 

“ 

17, 

Jacob  Perkins 

“ Luce 

April 

14, 

Aaron  Estey 

“ Abigail 

May 

5, 

Israel  Towne 

“ Arclielaus 

“ 

19, 

William  Perkins  Junr 

“ Elizabeth 

4 4 

44 

Phineas  Keddington 

“ Dorothy 

June 

2 

(4  44 

“ Ann 

44 

44 

“ 

“ Phineas 

14 

44 

John  Towne  Junr 

“ Elijah 

“ 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

“ Abner 

“ 

9, 

Nathan  Towne 

“ Aaron 

September  1 , 

Daniel  Keddington 

“ Margaret 

“ 

29, 

David  Cummings 

“ Anna 

October 

20, 

Richard  Towne 

“ Sarah 

December 

1, 

. * - '•  ■ • 

r 


‘ 
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Jonathan  Foster 

his  Aflia 

December 

8, 

Nathan11  Curtice 

“ Nathan11 

4 4 

15, 

Jonathan  Perkins 

“ Abigail 

< 4 

22, 

Israel  Clark 

“ Mercy 

January 

5, 

Thomas,  ye  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 

Emer- 

son 

4 4 

12, 

Robert  Perkins 

his  Martha 

“ 

44 

Thomas  Howlett 

“ Lydia 

February 

23, 

Daniel  Gould 

“ Daniel 

April 

6, 

Da/vid  Gould 

“ Edmund 

44 

20, 

John  Prichard 

“ Hannah 

May 

18, 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Mary 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Peabody 

“ Dudley 

June 

29, 

Abraham  Reddington 

‘ * Abraham 

4 4 

“ 

Jacob  Averell 

“ Lydia 

July 

6, 

Tobijah  Perkins 

“ Jonathan 

27, 

Samuell  Boyd 

“ Mary 

< < 

“ 

Jacob  Robinson 

“ John 

“ 

4 4 

Joseph  Ivneeland 

“ Edward 

August 

10, 

Ruth  Clough,  of  adult  age,  ye  wife  of 

Daniel 

Clough,  and  their  child  Elisabeth 

(« 

17, 

John  Gould 

his  Amos 

“ 

24, 

Jacob  Dorman 

“ Mercy 

“ 

31, 

Nathan11  Wood 

“ Luce 

September 

7, 

“ “ 

“ Obadiah 

“ 

“ 

Sam11  Howiett 

“ Mary 

“ 

14, 

Joseph  Hovey 

“ Joseph 

October 

12, 

Amos  Dorman 

“ Dudley 

n 

4 4 

Philip  Kueeland  Junr 

“ Closes 

“ 

26, 

Jacob  Reddington 

“ Pheebc 

December 

28, 

John  Tow’ii  Junr 

“ Deborah 

“ 

44 

Nathan  Hood 

“ Mary 

January 

11, 

Ebenezer  Curtice 

“ Elizabeth 

4 4 

44 

Thomas  Baker 

“ Symonds 

“ 

18, 

Mark  IIow 

“ Abijah 

February 

1, 

Luke  Averell 

“ Ebenezer 

4 4 

“ 

Solomon  Gould 

“ Elisabeth 

“ 

“ 

Amos  Dorman 

“ Amos 

4 4 

22, 

John  Averell 

“ Mary 

March 

14, 

Thomas  Dorman 

“ Judith 

“ 

44 

Daniel  Gioyd 

“ Daniel 

21, 

Nathanael  Hood,  of  adult  age 

A p.ril 

18, 

Sam11  Bradstrect 

liis  Asa 

“ 

25, 

Ephraim  Wildes 

“ Dorothy 

May 

2, 

1734. 

1735. 


173G. 


. 
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Phineas  Reddington 

his  Sarah 

May 

2, 

Benjamin  Towne 

“ Edmund 

4 c 

a n 

“ Ezra 

4 c 

“ 

“ “ “ Elijah 

all  which  were  born  at  one  birth 

4 4 

44 

Jacob  Perkins 

his  Lydia 

4 4 

Mary  Dwinell,  ye  wife  of  John  Dwinell 

4 i 

16, 

Dan  Clark 

his  Elijah 

J une 

27, 

Aaron  Estey 

“ Esther 

July 

4, 

Thomas  Potter 

“ Thomas 

“ 

11, 

Willm  Perkins 

“ Affia 

44 

18, 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

“ Asa 

4 4 

25, 

Sam11  Perkins 

“ Archelaus 

August 

8, 

Wm.  Rogers 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

15, 

Aaron  Hubbard 

“ Mary 

4 44 

44 

Philip  Towne 

“ Daniel 

29, 

David  Gould 

“ Sarah 

September  5, 

Samu  Curtice 

“ Eunice 

“ 

12, 

Micall  Dwinell  Junr 

“ Bartholomew 

October 

24, 

a ic 

“ Luce 

44 

cc 

a n 

“ Hannah 

44 

“ 

“ “ “ Micall 

Mary,  yc  Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Em- 
erson 

4 4 

«( 
31 , 

Wm  Perkins 

his  Eunice 

44 

“ 

Jacob  Peabody  Junr 

“ Jacob 

November 

7, 

Israel  Clarke 

“ Sarah 

“ 

21, 

Israel  Towne 

“ Israel 

December  19, 

Philip  Kneland  Junr 

“ Elizabeth 

4 4 

“ 

Nathan11  Porter,  Junr 

“ Mary 

“ 

26, 

Samu  Smith  Junr 

“ Priscilla 

January 

2, 

Joseph  Kneland 

“ Timothy 

February 

27, 

Thomas  Howlett 

“ John 

“ 

“ 

Robert  Perkins 

“ Mehitabel 

March 

13, 

Abraham  Foster  Junr 

“ Abigail 

April 

3, 

Joseph  Herrick  Junr 

“ Neliemiah 

May 

1, 

David  Cummings 

“ Susannah 

“ 

15, 

Daniel  Gould 

“ Lydia 

June 

5, 

Nathan11  Hood 

“ Sam11 

“ 

12, 

Jacob  Robinson 

“ Mary 

July 

10, 

Sam11  Curtice 

“ Elijah 

August 

14, 

Jacob  Dorman 

“ Sarah 

September 

4, 

Jonathan  Perkins 

“ Dudley 

“ 

11, 

Jabez  Towne 

“ Rebeckah 

<4 

“ 

1736. 


1737. 


■ 


■ 


. 
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Baptized  Sarah  Gallop  a child  upon  ye  account 
of  Daniel  Reddington  who  took  her  to  bring 


up. 

September  18,  1737. 

Joseph  Peabody 

his  Elisabeth 

n 

25, 

Ye  widow  Mary  Kenney  her  Josiah 

October 

2, 

Sam11  Howlett 

hi3  Davis 

i i 

16, 

Daniel  Reddington 

“ Anna 

“ 

23, 

Sam11  Smith  JunT 

“ Sam11 

“ 

30, 

Nathan  Hood 

“ Joanna 

November  20, 

John  Towne  Junr 

“ Asa 

December 

4, 

Aaron  Estey 

“ William 

“ 

11, 

Tobijah  Perkins 

“ Mary 

“ 

25, 

Joshua  Con  ant 

“ Jehodin 

ii 

ii 

Mark  How 

“ Mark 

January 

1,  1738. 

Richerd  Towne 

“ Richerd 

ii 

ii 

Thomas  Cummings 

“ Asa 

“ 

ii 

Jacob  Peabody  Junr 

“ Sarah 

February 

12, 

Jonathan  Poster 

“ Philemon 

‘ ii 

19, 

Thomas  Baker 

“ William 

“ 

26, 

Nathan11  Moulton 

“ Nathan11 

“ 

“ 

Ephraim  Wildes 

“ Thomas 

March 

12, 

Jacob  Perkins 

“ Joseph 

i i 

19, 

Sam11  Perkins 

“ Sarah 

a 

26, 

Jonathan  Standley 

“ Abigail 

April 

2, 

John  Prichett 

“ Patience 

“ 

30, 

Amos  Dorman 

“ Thomas 

“ 

“ 

Aaron  Hubbard 

“ Lydia 

May 

14, 

Jacob  Reddington 

“ Eliphalet 

June 

11, 

Edward,  ye  son  of  John  & Elisabeth  Emerson 

July 

16, 

Solomon  Gould 

his  Solomon 

ii 

30, 

Luke  Averell 

“ Moses 

August 

13, 

Rebeckah  Smith 

her  John 

tt 

“ 

Thomas  Dorman 

his  Thomas 

“ 

20, 

Sam11  Putnam 

“ Elizabeth 

September 

10, 

Jacob  Dorman 

“ Damaras 

October 

8, 

John  Dwinell  Junr 

“ Ruth 

ii 

15, 

Thomas  Edwards 

“ Rice 

ii 

29, 

Jabez  Town 

“ Jacob 

November 

12, 

Phineas  Reddington 

“ Phineas 

“ 

19, 

John  Averell 

“ Abiel 

“ 

26, 

Jacob  Robinson 

“ Elizabeth 

January 

7,  1739. 

Thomas  Cummings 

“ Lydia 

February 

4, 

Ebenezcr  Curtis 

“ Hannah 

“ 

“ 

Israel  Clark 

“ Sarah 

“ 

11, 

. 

• 
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Tboinas  Howlett 

liis  Thomas 

March 

4> 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Eunice 

(( 

13, 

Joseph  Kneland 

“ Miriam 

ii 

ii 

Daniel  Reddington 

“ Daniel 

« 

25, 

Ns  Ilian11  Porter  Junr 

“ Mary 

a 

i i 

Joseph  Peabody 

“ Jacob 

April 

s. 

Isaac  Town 

“ Lydia 

ii 

22, 

Elisha  Towne  Jnnr 

“ Joseph 

a 

ii 

Israel  Towne 

“ Moses 

May 

6, 

Wm.  Perkins 

“ Elisabeth 

19, 

which  was  baptized  at  his  own  House, 
child  being  dangerously  sick. 

ye 

Dan  Clark 

his  Sam11 

June 

3, 

Nathan11  Hood  Junr 

“ Esther 

“ 

“ 

John  Perkins  Junr 

“ Timothy 

“ 

17, 

Robert  Perkins 

“ Anna 

ii 

24, 

Aaron  Estey 

“ Daniel 

July 

15, 

Jacob  Averell 

“ Mary 

August 

5, 

Amos  Dorman 

“ Daniel 

“ 

• i 

Joseph  Herrick  Juur 

“ Gideon 

ii 

26, 

Mark  How 

“ Nathan11 

September  1G, 

David  Cummings 

“ Elizabeth 

ii 

30, 

Nathan11  Moulton  “ John 

baptized  by  Mr.  Emerson  of  Malden. 

October 

14, 

Thomas  Gould  Juor 

his  Mary 

November 

11, 

Thomas  Dwineli  Junr 

“ Elijah 

i i 

25, 

Richard  Towne 

“ Hannah 

December 

13, 

John  Dwineli  Junr 

“ Susannah 

ii 

23, 

John  Lamp  son  Junr 

“ Robert 

January 

6, 

Jonathan  Foster 

“ Apphia 

“ 

13, 

Nathan  Hood 

“ Nathan 

ii 

i i 

Joshua  Conant 

“ Pelutiah 

ii 

20, 

Sam11  Smith  Junr 

“ Vashti 

February 

10, 

Dorcas,  ye  Daughter 

of  John  and  Elisabeth 

Emerson 

March 

9, 

Joseph  Baker 

liis  Mehetabel 

II 

ii 

Isaac  Towne 

“ Eunice 

ii 

16, 

Jonathan  Treadwell 

“ Martha 

“ 

30, 

Joseph  Dorman 

“ Nathanael 

April 

6, 

Jonathan  Stanley 

“ Mary 

fti 

20, 

Luke  Averell 

“ Isaac 

June 

8, 

Jonathan  Perkins 

“ Philemon 

“ 

15, 

Aaron  Hubbard 

*•  Elnathan 

II 

“ 

Ephraim  Wildes 

* ' Moses 

August 

3, 

. 

. 4*. 


' 
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Joseph  Curtis,  Junr,  of 

adult  age,  and 

his  child 

Solomon. 

August 

10, 

Sam11  Howlett 

“ Miriam 

“ 

24, 

Thomas  Andrus  Junr 

“ David 

September  14, 

Jacob  Dorman 

“ Susannah 

“ 

21, 

Joseph  Hovey 

“ Abigail 

( i 

Jabez  Towne 

“ Elijah 

“ 

4 4 

Joseph  Cummings,  Jun 

r “ Nathan11 

“ 

28, 

Thomas  Dorman 

“ Elizabeth 

October 

5, 

Dan  Clark 

“ Dan 

4 < 

19, 

John  Perkins  Junr 

“ Daniel 

November 

16, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

:t  Israel 

4 4 

“ 

Eleazer  Gould 

“ Eleazer 

January 

Thomas  Goodhall 

“ Joseph  & 

“ Benjamin  . 

twins  “ 

“ 

Jacob  Robinson 

“ Zacheus 

< 4 

18, 

Jacob  Perkins 

“ Zebulon 

44 

25, 

Solomon  Gould 

“ Nathanael 

February 

1, 

Cornelius  Balch 

“ Mary 

March 

15, 

Israel  Clark 

“ Samuel 

44 

22, 

Nathan11  Porter  Junr 

“ Phebe 

April 

5, 

Jacob  Peabody  Junr 

“ Nathan11 

44 

< ( 

Elisha  Towne  Junr 

“ Bartholomew  “ 

12, 

Thomas  Cummings 

“ Thomas 

44 

Sam11  Curtis 

“ John 

( 4 

19, 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Huldah 

“ 

“ 

Philip  Neeland  Junr 

“ David 

“ 

“ 

John  Prichard 

“ Priscilla 

“ 

26, 

John  Marshall 

“ Elizabeth 

May 

10, 

Nathan11  Hood 

“ Abigail 

44 

24, 

Thomas  Baker 

“ Joseph 

“ 

31, 

John  Batcheller 

“ Anna 

June 

14, 

Mark  How 

“ Philemon 

44 

28, 

Thomas  Edwards 

“ Rachel 

( 4 

4 4 

Aaron  Estey 

“ Esther 

July 

5, 

Amos  Dorman 

“ Daniel 

“ 

12, 

John  Balch 

“ David 

“ 

“ 

Stephen  Foster 

“ Stephen 

“ 

19, 

Sam11  Curtis 
a negro  servant  child 

“ Flora 

“ 

** 

Simon  Gould 

his  Moses 

“ 

26, 

\Vm  Perkins 

“ William 

August 

2 

Joseph  llerrick  Junr 

“ William 

“ 

Isaac  Towne 

“ Isaac 

“ 

“ 

■ 
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Deborah,  a Negro  servant  woman  belonging  to  August  9,1741. 
Joseph  Herrick,  and 

Katharine,  a Negro  servant  maid  belonging  to  “ 

Joseph  Porter : and 

Enos,  a child  son  of  said  Deborahs  and  her  “ “ 

husband  Sharper,  a Negro  man  servant  to 
Sam11  Gott  of  Wenham 


Mical  Holdgate 

his  Asa 

October 

4, 

cc  a 

“ Hannah 

“ 

“ 

Thomas  Dwinell  Junr 

“ Eunice 

li 

25, 

Joseph  Dorman 

“ Ephraim 

November 

15, 

Nathan  Hood 

“ Daniel 

( C 

“ 

John  Dodge 

“ Eunice 

6 < 

22, 

Abigail,  ye  Daughter 

of  John  and  Elizabeth 

Emerson 

December 

20, 

Mical  Holdgate 

his  Mary 

January 

24,  1742. 

Simon  Bradstreet  Junr  “ Henry 

February 

14, 

Jacob  Estey 

“ Anna 

“ 

28, 

David  Towne 

‘ ‘ Abigail 

March 

7, 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

‘ * Mercy 

i 4 

21, 

Thomas  Howlett 

“ Ammiruhamah 

4 4 

“ 

Jonathan  Standley 

“ Sam11 

i ( 

“ 

John  Balch 

“ John 

April 

4, 

Jonathan  Foster 

“ Jemima 

4 t 

18, 

Ebenezer  Curtis 

“ Stephen 

“ 

25, 

Jeremiah  Towne 

“ Elisabeth 

May 

16, 

Joseph  Curtice  Junr 

“ Ruth 

“ 

4 4 

Aaron  Hovey 

“ Stephen 

“ 

Ruth  Dodge 

her  Mary 

< ( 

23, 

Samu  Smith  Junr 

his  Susanna 

“ 

30, 

Seabrew,  a Negro  servant  man  belonging  to 

June 

20, 

Sam11  Pearley  and 

Dinah,  a negro  servant  child  belonging  to 

“ 

“ 

Thomas  Howlett 

Amos  Hood,  of  adult  age 

“ 

27, 

Johu  Hood,  of  adult  age 

< 4 

“ 

Ezekiel  Potter 

his  Thbmas 

44 

“ 

Jacob  Averell 

. “ Priscilla 

July 

4, 

Samu  Pearley 

“ Sam11 

August 

15, 

Jacob  Peabody  Juur 

“ Johu 

October 

3, 

Samu  Potter  Junr 

“ Jeremiah 

“ 

17, 

Titus,  a Negro  servant  child  belonging  to 

“ 

“ 

Sam11  Perkins 

Doctor  Richard  Dexter  his  Mehetabel 

November 

7, 

. 


. 
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14  BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  TOP3FIELD. 


Eieazer  Gould 

his  Elisabeth 

November  14,  1742. 

Joseph  Hovey 

CC 

Mary 

CC 

21, 

Thomas  Audrews 

i t 

Jonathan 

CC 

23, 

Benjamin  Towne  Junr 

of  adult  age 

January 

16,  1743. 

Wm  Rogers 

his  Wm 

February 

6, 

Nathan11  Porter  Junr 

“ 

Daniel 

C C 

Elisha  Towne  Junr 

cc 

Thomas 

c c 

20, 

Jacob  Perkins 

cc 

Elisha 

March 

6, 

Jacob  Robinson 

cc 

Dorothy 

CC 

13, 

Luke  Averell 

“ 

Elijah 

cc 

20, 

Israel  Clark 

4 C 

Bathsheba 

April 

10, 

Cornelius  Balch 

“ 

Martha 

a 

“ 

Abraham  Hobbs 

CC 

Isaac 

“ 

24, 

Sam11  Curtis 

cc 

Rebeckah 

May 

15, 

Thomas  Baker 

cc 

Sarah 

“ 

29, 

Thomas  Symonds 

c c 

Ruth 

CC 

CC 

Solomon  Gould 

c c 

Lydia 

June 

19, 

Nathan11  IIoodJunr 

“ 

Sarah 

“ 

“ 

Ephraim  Wildes 

cc  cc 

c c 

Ephraim  ntw.Q3 

Elijah  i 

“ 

26, 

Mary  Barall,  of  adult  age 

August 

7, 

Joseph  Peabody 

his  Priscilla 

“ 

21, 

Ann  Wallis,  of  adult  age 

September 

4, 

Joshua  Con  ant 

his  Jerusha 

“ 

11, 

Sam11  Potter  Junr 

cc 

Hannah 

“ 

CC 

Jeremiah  Towne 

“ 

Jeremiah 

cc 

18, 

Jonathan  Perkins 

“ 

Sarah 

cc 

25, 

Aaron  Hubbard 

“ 

John 

October 

9 

Ezekiel  Potter 

; c 

Ezekiel 

“ 

“ 

David  Cummings 

“ 

Jonathan 

“ 

16, 

John  Batcheller 

“ 

John 

“ 

30, 

Thomas  Edwards 

“ 

Iluldah 

November 

13, 

Joseph  Cummings 

“ 

Abigail 

CC 

“ 

Sam11  Pearley 

c c 

John 

CC 

27, 

Isaac  Towne 

“ 

Asa 

December 

4, 

Elihu,  ye  son  of  John  and  Elisabeth  Emerson 

“ 

25, 

Nathan  Hood 

“ 

Mary 

January 

8,  1744. 

John  Dodge 

“ 

Abel 

“ 

“ 

Stephen  Foster 

cc 

Nathanael 

CC 

15, 

Mark  How 

“ 

Hepsibah 

“ 

22 

Daniel  Bixby 

“ 

Elisabeth 

“ 

“ 

Jonathan  Stanley 

John 

February 

5, 

Eieazer  Gould 

c c 

Z Acheus 

“ 

12, 

John  Symonds 

" 

John 

“ 

26, 

■ 


■ 


■ 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD.  15 


Sam11  Smith  Junr 

his  Asahel 

March 

11, 

Aaron  Hovey 

“ Moses 

44 

18, 

John  Bradstreet 

“ Elizabeth 

44 

44 

David  Towne 

“ David 

44 

25, 

John  Balch 

“ Sam11 

“ 

4 4 

Isaac  Perkins 

“ Mary 

“ 

“ 

Jabez  Town 

‘ ‘ Abigail 

April 

1, 

Micall  Holdgate 

“ Sarah 

44 

15, 

Thomas  Gould  Junr 

“ Dorcas 

May 

13, 

John  Prichard 

“ John 

44 

20, 

Zilpah,  a Negro  Child  of  Sharper  and  Deborah 
his  wife,  Negro  Servants 

44 

i 4 

Jacob  peabody  Junr 

his  Eunice 

“ 

27, 

Zilpah,  ye  child  of  Sharper  and  Katherine 
his  wife,  Negro  Servants 

<< 

« 

Wm  Rogers 

his  Deborah 

June 

3, 

Simon  Gould 

“ Hannah 

“ 

10, 

and  after  publick  Exercise  went  to  ye  House 
of  Thomas  Dwinell,  and  baptised  Ruth  ye 

<< 

child  of  ye  widow  Susanna  Dwinell,  yc  child 
not  being  able  to  be  brot  to  ye  Meeting  House 

Divers  of  ye  chh : were  present 
John  Le  Favour  his  Mary 

17, 

Ephraim  Wildes 

“ Mary 

< < 

24, 

Thomas  Dwinell  Junr 

“ Jacob 

July 

8, 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Joseph 

(< 

22, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

“ Jacob 

August 

12, 

Jonathan  Foster 

“ Olive 

“ 

26, 

John  Perkins,  Third 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

“ 

Thomas  Howlett 

“ Alice 

September 

9, 

Wm  Perkins 

“ Oliver 

October 

21, 

Dan  Clark 

“ Dan 

November  25, 

Matthew  Peabody 

“ Seth 

December 

2, 

Ephraim  Kimball  Junr 

“ Sam11 

4 4 

16, 

Nathan11  Porter  Junr 

“ Nathan11 

January 

G, 

Thomas  Symonds 

“ Anna 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Curtis  Junr 

“ Sam11  . . 

v twins 

4 4 

20, 

14  4 4 

David  Cummings 

“ Mary  i 
“ Stephen 

*4 

27, 

Elisha  Towne  Junr 

“ Mercy 

February 

24, 

Simon  Bradstreet 

“ Philip 

March 

3, 

Simon  Bradstreet  Junr 

“ Ann 

April 

7 

Jacob  Perkins 

“ Elisha 

“ 

14, 

Cornelius  Balch 

Joseph 

4 4 

“ 

■ 


' 
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Nathan11  Low 
Hannah,  ye  Daughter  oj 
Emerson 
Nehemiah  Abbot 
Abraham  Hobbs 
George  Start 
Jeremiah  Towne 
John  Symonds 
John  Balch 
Israel  Clark 
Ezekiel  Potter 
Sam11  Hewlett  Junr 
Daniel  Bixby 
Sam11  Pearlcy 
John  Le Fav our 
Nathan11  Hood  Junr 
John  Perkins  Junr 
Jonathan  Stanley 
John  Bradstreet 
Joseph  Cummings  Junr 
Aaron  Estey 
Nathan  Hood 
Ebenezer  Curtice 
Elisha  Cummings 
Solomon  Gould 
Stephen  Poster 
Eleazer  Gould 
Thomas  Edwards 
Nathan11  Low 
Elijah  Porter 
Nathan11  Porter  Junr 
Joseph  Perkins 
Thos  Baker 
Thos  Gould  Junr 
Sharper  a Negro  Ser- 
vant man 
Samu  Potter  Junr 
Eleazer  Lake  Junr 
Jacob  Dwinell 
Simon  Gould 
Aaron  llovey 
John  Symonds 
David  Town 
Joseph  Cummings 


his  Jonathan 

' John  and  Elizabeth 

his  Elisabeth 
“ Jacob 
“ Sarah 
“ Susanna 
“ Mary 
“ Robert 
“ Jacob 
“ Sarah 
“ Sam11 
“ Ruth 
“ Nathaniel 
“ Rachel 
“ Susanna 
“ Jethro 
“ Joseph 
“ Priscilla 
“ Joseph 
“ Aaron 
“ Joseph 
“ Ephraim 
“ Mary 
“ John 
‘ ‘ Abigail 
* ‘ J ohn 
“ Sarah 
“ Susanna 
“ Anna 
“ Pheebe 
“ Elisha 
“ Mary 
“ 'Benjamin 

“ Charles 
“ Daniel 
“ Lydia 
“ John 
“ Jane 
“ Sarah 
“ Mary 
“ A rebel  au  s 
“ Sarah 


April 

21,  1745. 

May 

i i 

19, 

i € 

June 

16, 

July 

7, 

“ 

14, 

21, 

“ 

28, 

August 

11, 

September 

li 

1, 
i i 

October 

6, 

13, 


November  3, 


“ 

24, 

December 

22, 

January 

12,  1746. 

“ 

19, 

February 

2, 

16, 


“ 23, 

March  2, 

“ 16, 

“ 30, 

< ( U 

April  20, 

May  18, 

“ 25, 

June  8, 


“ 

15, 

July 

13, 

“ 

27, 

August. 

3, 

Sc  pt  ember 

7, 

14, 

. 
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Thomas  Dwinell  Jnnr 

his  Susanna 

September  14.  1746. 

Israel  Herrick 

“ Joseph 

(( 

28, 

Isaac  Perkins 

“ John 

October 

5, 

Samu  Phippen 

“ Mercy 

“ 

12, 

(ft  (ft 

“ Mary 

ftft 

ftft 

(ft  (ft 

“ Sam11 

(ft 

“ 

ft  ft  (ft 

“ Joseph 

(( 

Dorothy,  ye  Daughter  of  John  and  Elizbth  Emer 

- 

son 

Isaac.  yc  son  of 

and  Katharine  his  wife 

19, 

Regro  Servants 

(( 

26, 

Ephraim  Kimball  Jnnr 

his  Hannah 

November 

9, 

John  Boardman 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

23, 

John  Prichard 

“ Ruth  & f . 

\ twins 
“ Lydia  1 

December 

i , 

Ephraim  Wildes 

“ Kepzibah 

1 1 

Robert  Smith 

“ Elijah 

( € 

(‘ft 

Joshua  Conant 

“ Lot 

“ 

28, 

Thomas  Symonds 

“ Hannah 

ft  ft 

“ 

Benja™  Bixby 

“ Benjamin 

January 

4,  1747. 

John  Perkins  Third 

“ John 

February 

8, 

Joseph  Dorman 

“ Abigail 

(ft 

22, 

Cornelius  Balch 

“ Elizabeth 

(ft 

“ 

Jacob  Averell 

“ Amos 

March 

29, 

George  Starte 

“ William 

“ 

ftft 

John  Balch 

“ Hannah 

(ft 

C< 

Nehemiah  Abbot 

li  Eleanor 

April 

o. 

Daniel  Bixby 

“ Mary 

“ 

12, 

John  Le  Favour  “ John 

which  Wits  baptized  at  his  House,  on  a week 
Day,  ye  child  being  Dangerously  sick,  & ex- 
pired soon  after  its  Baptism. 

€ ( 

15, 

Jabez  Townc 

his  Butli  t 

May 

3, 

Nathan11  Averell  Junr 

“ Nathan11 

K 

10, 

Eleazcr  Curtice 

“ Lydia 

“ 

17, 

Seoul  it  r.  W ildes 

“ Molly 

“ 

24, 

Micali  IIoMgate 

“ Priscilla 

July 

5, 

Zebuluu  Wildes 

“ Peggy 

« 

12, 

Anthony  Potter 

“ Susanna 

ftft 

19, 

Joseph  Cummings  Jrin 

r “ Jonathan 

ftft 

26, 

Jacob  Perkins 

“ Abel 

August 

9, 

Abraham  Hobbs 

“ Joseph 

“ 

23, 

■ 


' 

. 
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Eebeckah  and  Ceesar  two  Negro  Servant 
children  belonging  to  Samu  Perkins,  whose 
wife  a Member  of  y*  chh : Engaged  for  ye 


Children. 

August 

30, 

Elisha  Cummings 

his  John 

September  13, 

Matthew  Peabody 

“ Isaac 

October 

4, 

Wm.  Conaut 

“ YS™. 

“ 

11, 

Samu  Pear  Icy 

“ Ruth 

November 

s, 

Bari  el  Cummings 

“ Lucy 

“ 

15, 

Eiisha  Towne,  Junr 

“ Sarah 

December 

13, 

SamG  Phippcn 

“ Hannah 

“ 

ii 

Joseph,  son  of  John  & 

Elizabeth  Emerson 

“ 

20, 

Ezekiel  Potter 

his  Nathan11 

January 

3, 

Israel  Herrick 

“ Israel 

“ 

“ 

Israel  Clark 

“ David 

“ 

10, 

Jonathan  Standley 

“ Jedidiah 

February 

7, 

John  Le  Favour 

“ John 

March 

27, 

Nathan  Hood 

“ Benjamin 

April 

3, 

John  Symonds 

“ Joanna 

“ 

it 

Joseph  Peabody 

“ Peggy 

< c 

17, 

Richard  Gould 

“ John 

May 

1, 

Jacob  D win  ell 

“ Mehetabel 

6C 

8, 

Sharper  a Negro  serv1 

“ Charles 

June 

5, 

Sam11  Potter 

“ Prudence 

July 

17, 

Jacob  Dresser 

‘£  Molly 

“ 

31, 

Eliezer  Gould 

“ Huldah 

August 

* 1 

Sam11  Hewlett  Junr 

“ Elizabeth 

21, 

Aaron  Estey 

“ William  ' 

“ 

28, 

Nathan11  Porter  Juur 

“ Abigail 

September  25, 

Robert  Smith 

“ Elisha 

October 

9, 

John  Pricherd 

“ Mary 

“ 

16, 

Jeremiah  Towuc 

“ Neliemiah 

“ 

23, 

John  Boardman 

, “ John 

November 

6, 

John  Perkins  Third 

“ Daniel 

“ 

13, 

Mi  cal  Colleen 

“ Mary 

<( 

20, 

But  yc  Child  was  baptized  upon  yc  account 
of  Eliezer  Lake  & his  wife,  ye  grand  Parents, 
who  took  it  as  yr  own. 


Joseph  Hovcy 

his  Joseph 

“ 20, 

James  Andrews 

“ John 

**  27 

George  Startc 

“ George 

December  18, 

Stephen  Gould 

“ Stephen 

it  it 

John  Bradstreet 

“ Molly 

“ 25, 

Cornelius  Balch 

“ Cornelius 

4*  *. 

1747. 


1743. 
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Joslnia  Towne  Junr 

his  Sarah 

December. 

, 18,  1748. 

Ebenezer  Averell 

“ Ruth 

January 

1,  1749. 

Elijah  Porter 

“ Bettey 

“ 

22, 

John  Perkins  Junr 

“ Esther 

44 

29, 

Elisha  Cummings 

“ Andrew 

February 

12, 

Thos  Foster 

“ Elijah 

March 

5, 

Thos  Symonds 

“ Jacob 

April 

16, 

Richard  Gould 

“ Susanna 

(< 

44 

Aaron  Hcvey 

“ Dorcas 

“ 

23, 

Tho3  Gould  Junr 

“ Mercy 

May 

7, 

Epliraim  AYildes 

“ Hannah 

“ 

14, 

Thos  Pearly 

“ Enoch 

“ 

21 

David  Town 

“ Joseph 

“ 

“ 

Eliezer'Lake  Junr 

“ Lydia 

“ 

“ 

Simon  Gould 

“ Lucy 

<4 

28, 

Cap4  Thos  Baker 

“ Jonathan 

July 

2, 

Joseph  Cummings 

“ Martha 

4 4 

“ 

Joshua  Balch 

“ Joshua 

44 

44 

Zachariah  D win  ell 

“ Betty 

4 4 

44 

Stephen  Foster 

“ Jacob 

44 

30, 

W111  Con  ant 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

“ 

Tho3  Dwinell 

“ Stephen 

August 

6, 

David  Cummings 

“ Daniel 

September 

3, 

John  Le  Favour 

“ Annah 

“ 

“ 

Mical  iloldgate 

“ Mary 

“ 

“ 

Jacob  Robinson 

“ Sarah 

44 

17, 

Nehemiak  Abbot 

“ John 

4 4 

“ 

Ephraim  Kimball  Junr 

“ Ezra' 

44 

44 

Eliezer  Gould 

“ Elizabeth 

44 

24, 

John  Gould 

“ John 

October 

8, 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

22, 

John  Symonds 

“ Joseph 

44 

29, 

John  Ilale 

“ Elizabeth 

November 

12, 

Abner  Hale 

“ David 

December 

3, 

Joseph  Perkins  Juur 

“ Jonathan 

“ 

17, 

Abraham  Hobbs 

Benjamin 

“ 

31, 

Jonathan  Stanly 

“ Joseph 

January 

28,  1750. 

Stephen  Gould 

“ Hannah 

February 

11, 

Eleazer  Curtis 

“ Sarah 

March 

4, 

Eleazer  Killam 

“ Sarah 

“ 

Jabez  Town 

“ Susanna 

April 

1. 

Nathan  llood 

**  Elizabeth 

“ 

22, 

Sam11  Phippi'ii 

“ Mehetabel 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Curtis 

“ Phoebe 

“ 

29, 

Widow  Conant 

her  Joshua 

•* 

“ 

. 

■ 

■ i v • • . 

20  BAPTISMAL  KECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD. 


Zebulun  Wildes 

his  Zebulun 

May 

27, 

John  Baker 

“ Mary 

June 

10, 

Nathan11  Averell,  Junr 

“ Hannah 

August 

id, 

James  Andrews 

“ Samu 

“ 

“ 

Joseph,  son  of  John  and 

! Elizabeth  Emerson 

September 

9, 

Stephen  Emery 

his  John 

October 

7, 

Joshua  Balch 

“ Archelaus 

“ 

If, 

ye  ordinance  administered  privately  ye  child 

being  Judged  dangerously  sick. 

Matthew  Peabody 

his  Deborah 

October 

28, 

John  Pricherd 

“ Huldah 

i c 

Elijah  Foster 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

<( 

Joshua  Towne  Junr 

“ Jacob 

December 

30, 

James  Curtis  JunT 

‘ ‘ Hannah 

January 

20, 

Jeremiah  Towne 

“ William 

February 

O 
**  > 

John  Perkins  Junr 

“ Mary 

“ 

6 4 

Riche rd  Marshell  Juur 

‘ ‘ Richerd 

a 

10, 

Jacob  D win  ell 

“ Ruth 

c c 

17, 

Retiah  Bacon 

“ Jacob 

a 

( i 

George  Starte 

“ John 

a 

Li 

John  Hood 

* 1 Richerd 

March 

3, 

Joseph  Symonds  Junr 

“ Mehetabel 

( i 

24, 

Benjm  Bayly 

“ Elizabeth 

ii 

4 i 

Daniel  Bixby 

“ Daniel 

April 

21, 

John  Boardman 

“ Mary 

“ 

28, 

Elisha  Cummings 

“ Isaac 

4 4 

ii 

Thomas  Foster 

“ Allen 

C i 

a 

Elijah  Porter 

“ Thomas 

May 

5, 

Widow  Buzzell,  her  twe 

> children 

Ruth 

H 

12, 

John 

4< 

“ 

John  Gould 

his  Beujra 

“ 

19, 

Robert  Smith 

“ Thomas 

June 

9, 

John  Bradstreet 

“ Mehetabel 

“ 

16, 

Tho*  Baker 

“ David 

a 

30, 

Joseph  Cummings  Junr 

“ Hannah 

“ 

“ 

Tho*  Gould  Juur 

“ Andrew 

July 

14, 

Benjm  Bixby 

“ Anne 

“ 

ii 

Tamar,  a negro  Servant  child  belonging  to  Eli- 

jah  Porter,  who  Enga 

ged  to  bring  it  up  in  yc 

Christian' Religion 

“ 

“ 

David  Cummings  Juur 

his  Ebenezer 

“ 

21, 

Thomas  Dwiuell 

Thomas 

“ 

28, 

David  Cummings  Junr 

“ Elizabeth 

September 

09 
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Benjm  Woodbury 

“ Elizabeth 

October 

20,  1751 

Aaron  Hovey 

“ Huldah 

4 4 

27, 

John  Le  Favour 

“ Robert 

N ovm 

3, 

Eliezer  Lake  Junr 

“ Eliezer 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Hale  3d 

“ Sarah 

“ 

17, 

Jonathan  Stanley 

“ Hannah 

Decembei 

* 8, 

Ebenezer  Averell 

“ Ebenezer 

4 4 

22, 

Abraham  Hobbs 

“ David 

January 

12,  1752, 

David  Towne 

“ Archelaus 

“ 

4 4 

Amos  Wildes 

‘ ‘ Mary 

Eebruaay 

9, 

Nathan  Ilood 

“ Mehetabel 

March 

29, 

Widow  Lucy  Perkins 

her  Elisha 

“ 

“ 

Stephen  Gould 

his  Elijah 

April 

5, 

Jenny,  a Negro  Servant  Child  belonging  to  ye 

widow  Lucy  Perkins, 

who  publickly  and  sol- 

emnly  Engaged  to  bring  up  sd  child  in  ye 

Christian  Religion 

May 

24, 

John  Pricherd 

his  Eunice 

June 

7, 

Abner  Hale 

“ Amos 

i i 

“ 

Simon  Gould 

“ Huldah 

“ 

14, 

John  Lampson  3d 

“ Anna 

“ 

4 4 

Nathan11  Low 

“ Amos 

«< 

28, 

Tho51  Symonds 

“ Hepsibah 

July 

5, 

Nathan11  Smith 

“ Anna 

“ 

“ 

David  Cummings 

“ Archelaus 

<( 

12, 

John  Baker 

“ Priscilla 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Curtis 

“ Lydia 

August 

23, 

Tho“  Baker  Junr 

“ Thos 

4 4 

30, 

Asa  Pearlcy 

“ Daniel 

October 

1, 

James  Andrew 

“ Robert 

44 

15, 

Jacob  Gould 

“ Jacob 

44 

“ 

Joseph  Symonds  Junr 

“ Sam11 

“ 

22, 

Wm  oyles 

“ Lydia  , 

4 4 

44 

Joseph  Browne 

“ Samu 

November 

5, 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

“ Thomas 

4 4 

19, 

Joseph  Gould  Junr 

“ Elizabeth 

December 

10, 

Eliezer  Gould 

“ Rebekah 

January 

7,  1753. 

Samson,  a Negro  Serv1 

man  belonging  to  Doct* 

Dexter,  was  baptized 

<« 

21, 

Johu  Creed,  of  adult  age 

“ 

28, 

John  Roardman 

“ Daniel 

February 

4, 

Thos  Moore 

“ Mary 

“ 

“ 

Tlios  Perkins  Junr 

“ Elisha 

it 

11, 

John  Creed 

“ Joseph 

“ 

“ 

. 


■ 


, 
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Cap1  Thos  Baker 
Israel  Averell 
Jolirx  Brad  street 
John  Peabody 
Lydia  D wined,  of  adul 
Tho®  .Foster 
John  Clarke 
David  Perkins 
Joshua  Towne  Junr 
Benjm  Bixby 
Benjm  Woodbury 
Eleazer  Curtis 
Cornelius  Waldo,  son  < 
Emerson 
Jacob  Curtis* 

Joseph  Perkins 
Jacob  Gould 
Jonathan  Towne 
Amos  Wildes 
Thos  Gould 
Mical  Holdgate 
Ebenezer  Kiliem 
Thos  Edwards 
Joseph  Edwards 
David  Balch  JunT 
Sam11  Phippen 
Jonathan  Foster 
Joseph  Cummings  Junr 
Robert  Perkins 
Zebulun  Wildes 
Tho*  Dwinell 
Bartholomew  Dwinell 
John  Perkins  Junr 
David  Pricherd 
Nathan11  Smith 
Deacon  Daniel  Gould 
Thomas  Perkins 
Joseph  Gould 
Daniel  Lake 
Richard  Marshall 
John  Gould 
Micall  Holdgate 
Stephen  Gould 
Philip  Neeland  Juur 


his  Rebeckah 
“ Eunice 
“ Huldah 
“ Lucy 

t age 

his  Abigail 
“ Hannah 
“ Ezra 
“ Lucy 
“ Sarah 
“ Daniel 
“ Betty 

>f  John  & Elizabeth 

his  Jacob 
“ Jacob 
“ Richerd 
“ Jonathan 
“ Lois 
“ Nathan11 
“ Sarah 
“ Nathan11 
“ Abraham 
“ Andrew 
“ David 
“ Sarah 
“ Jonathan 
“ Mary 
“ Ruth 
“ Mercy 
“ Amos 
“ Hannah 

/ “ Elizabeth 
“ Dolly 
“ Jacob 
“ Daniel 
“ Thomas 
“ Joseph 
“ Daniel 
“ Jemima 
“ Esther 
“ Hannah 
“ Stephen 
“ Aaron 


February  18,  1753. 


44 

44 

25, 

< 4 

April 

<< 

8, 

15, 

22, 

29, 

May 

C< 

20, 

27, 

June 

3, 

44 

a 

4 4 

10, 

17, 

24, 

4 4 

July 

44 

August 

i i 

22, 

29, 

44 

i i 
44 

12, 

44 

“ 26, 

September  16, 
“ 23, 

44  a 

October 

November 

44 

7, 

UA 

44 

44 

(4 

December 

18, 

25, 

2, 

9, 

«« 

4 4 

January 

February 

March 

27,  1754 
17, 

17, 

24, 

31, 


' 


*rinT  r tiiioL 
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Abraham  Hobbs 

his  Jonathan 

March 

31,  1751. 

John  Bradstreet 

“ Huldah 

April 

21, 

John  Le  Favour 

“ Thomas 

<< 

“ 

Aaron  Hovey 

“ Thos 

U 

28, 

David  Towne 

“ Eunice 

May 

19, 

Joseph  Hale  3d 

“ Mary 

< t 

26, 

Elijah  Porter 

“ Sarah 

June 

9, 

Nathan  Hood 

“ Susanna 

“ 

23, 

John  Lampson  3d 

“ Elizabeth 

July 

7, 

Joseph  Symonds  Junr 

“ Joseph 

August 

11, 

Jacob  D win  ell 

“ Pheebe 

“ 

18, 

Sarah,  wife  of  Luis  Andrews,  baptized  LORDS 

Day  Evening  in  her  own  House  at 

her  re- 

peated  Request,  She  appearing  on  ye 

Brink  of 

Eternity  and  giving 

Christian  Satisfaction 

September  15, 

Elisha  Cummings 

his  Elisha 

“ 

29, 

Jacob  Curtice 

“ Stephen 

“ 

“ 

Eliezcr  Lake  Junr 

“ Sarah 

October 

6, 

Nathan11  Low 

“ Molly 

i l 

13, 

Edmund  Putnam 

“ Israel 

Novm 

17, 

Thomas  Moor 

“ Abigail 

December 

8th 

John  Ilale 

“ Mehetabel 

Eebruary 

9,  1755. 

Jacob  Gould 

“ Ruth 

“ 

i ( 

David  Balcli  Junr 

“ Sam11 

“ 

18, 

Amos  Wildes 

“ Amos 

a 

“ 

Moses  Perkins 

“ Moses 

“ 

“ 

Dcn  Daniel  Gould 

“ Elisha 

« i 

23, 

Asa  Pearley 

“ Henry 

« < 

“ 

John  Crce 

“ Asa 

“ 

tc 

Wm  Stickney 

“ Eunice 

March 

2d, 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

“ Richerd 

“ 

16, 

Joseph  Magery 

“ Sarah 

“ 

“ 

(also  Majory) 

Jeremiah  Gallop,  of  adult  age 

“ 

4 < 

Thos  Foster 

his  Ebenezer 

April 

6, 

John  Clark 

“ Mary 

“ 

13, 

Jonathan  Foster 

“ Moses 

“ 

Ebenezer  Averell 

“ David 

“ 

“ 

Eli  Towne 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

20, 

Nathan11  Smith 

“ Miriam 

il 

27. 

B e n j ami  n Wood b u ry 

“ Aaron 

May 

4, 

Paul  Prichcrd 

“ Amos 

“ 

11, 

“ “ 

“ Jeremiah 

“ 

Daniel  Black 

“ Abigail 

“ 

“ 

- 


. 

■ 
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wh  Baptisms  (preceeding  three)  wr  administered 
in  Boxford  Meeting  House  1st  Chh : 


Robert  Perkins 

his  Hannah 

June 

1st,  1755. 

Joseph  Towne  Junr 

“ Deborah 

“ 

8th, 

Benjm  Bayley 

“ Mary 

“ 

4 ( 

James  Andrews 

“ James 

“ 

. 15th, 

Thomas  Baker  Junr 

“ Sarah 

4 4 

“ 

Israel  Herrick 

“ Elizabeth 

ci 

“ 

Archelaus  Dwinell 

“ Archelaus 

“ 

29fh, 

Peter  Robinson 

“ Sarah 

“ 

“ 

i i ll 

“ John 

“ 

“ 

Ebenezer  Iviliem 

“ Hannah 

July 

13, 

Enoch  Perkins 

“ John 

t c 

20, 

Isaac  Perkins 

“ Robert 

44 

27, 

Thos  Perkins,  Junr  “ Sarah 

George  Dwindles  Child,  upon  ye  account  of 
his  grand  Parents 

August  24, 

September  28, 

Sam11  Phippen 

his  Ruth 

November 

9, 

Joseph  Cummings  Junr 

“ Jonathan 

“ 

“ 

Simon  Gould 

“ Simon 

“ 

16, 

Israel  Davis 

“ Hannah 

“ 

23, 

John  Le  Favour 

“ Lydia 

December 

7, 

David  Fricherd 

“ Eli 

“ 

“ 

Thos  Perkins 

“ William 

“ 

14, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

“ Mi  cal 

“ 

“ 

Cap1  Thos  Baker 

“ Martha 

“ 

21, 

William  Gallop,  of  adult  age  and  sd  Gallop's 

“ 

Children,  viz, 

Susanna 

Rebekah 

Hepsibah 

William 

Mary 

“ 

i 4 

' Love  “ 

Sam11  Tapley  and  Abiel  his  wife,  and  Sam11  their 
youngest  Son  “ 

28, 

John  Baker 

his  John 

January 

4th,  1756. 

Timothy  Dorman 
Huldah  Tapley  \ 

“ Eunice 

4 4 

4 ‘ 

Alexander  Tapley  > of  adult  age 
llannah  Marstin  J 

li 

Elijah  Porter 

his  Dorothy 

“ 

11, 

Isaac  Perkins 

“ Isaac 

“ 

*• 

Tho"  Andrew 

“ Lucy 

“ 

18, 

Joseph  Gould 

“ Daniel 

“ 

' 
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of  adult  age 


Jabez  Towne  Junr  his  Lydia 

Mary  Cree 
Sarah  Cree 
Phebee  Towne 
Alice,  an  Indian  woman 
Eliezer  Curtis  Junr 

one  week  Day  & in  a private  House,  he 
sick. 


January  18,  1756. 


20, 


being 


John  Bradstreet 

his  Sarah 

February  1st, 

Prudence  Towne 
Anna  Towne  & > 

of  adult  age 

a 

4 4 

Francis  Towne  ) 
John  Boardman 

his  Eunice 

February  8th 

Benjra  Bixby 

“ Dudley 

it 

29, 

Wm.  Gallop 

“ Elizabeth 

March 

7, 

Molly  Hood,  a child,  upon  Joseph  Hovey  & 
wifes  account,  who  engaged  to  bring 
her  up  in  ye  Christian  Religion. 

March 

28, 

Archelaus  Dwinell 

his  Amos 

“ 

it 

Archelaus  Rea 

“ John 

April 

4, 

“ “ 

“ Archelaus 

“ 

t i 

Jonathan  Towne 

“ Esther 

4 C 

“ 

Ilicherd  Cree 

John  Bac  k l of  adult  age 

a 

11, 

Mi  cal  Iloldgate  J 
Joshua  Towne  Junr 

his  Joshua 

a 

« 

Tho°  Perkins  3d 

“ Archelaus 

a 

(( 

David  Balch  Junr 

“ Israel 

“ 

25, 

Francis  Satchcll 

“ Johu 

“ 

“ 

John  Gould 

“ Elizabeth 

May 

9, 

Stephen  Gould 

“ Abner 

“ 

4 4 

Abraham  Hobbs 

“ Elijah 

a 

16, 

David  Perkins 

“ David 

“ 

“ 

Israel  Averell 

“ Israel 

June 

13, 

Jacob  Curtice 

“ Lemuel 

“ 

27, 

Archelaus  Rea 

“ Caleb 

“ 

4 i 

Eliezer  Gould 

“ Bczaleel 

July 

11, 

Joseph  Hale  3d 

“ Joseph 

i € 

“ 

Richerd  Marshall 

“ Nathan11 

“ 

18, 

Moses  Perkins 

“ Elijah 

“ 

25, 

Moses  Pcarley 

“ Sarah 

August 

1, 

at  Rowley  2d  Chh, 
Enoch  Perkins 

“ Rebeckali 

by  mr.  Chanler  at  Topstfeld. 
Stephen  Perkins  his  Dorothy 

15, 

■ 


* 
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Stephen  Perkias 

his  Mary 

August 

15, 

Jacob  Perkins  3d 

“ Rachel 

September  5, 

Isaac  Estey 

“ Stephen 

“ 

12, 

Aaron  Horny 

“ Ivory 

<( 

19, 

Jacob  Wildes 

“ Lydia 

“ 

“ 

Abner  Hale 

“ Lucy 

October 

3, 

Jacob  Dwiuell 

“ Ruth 

4 4 

17, 

John  Lampson  3d 

“ John 

“ 

“ 

Daniel  Lake 

“ Enos 

31, 

Thos  Moor 

■*  Hannah 

“ 

“ 

John  Perkins  Jnnr 

“ John 

November  28, 

Richerd  Cree 

“ Rebeckah 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Hale  Junr 

“ Susanna 

December  [12, 

Stephen  Symonds 

“ Mary 

“ 

4 4 

Widow  Abigail  Edwards  her  Mehetabel 

“ 

44 

Eliezer  Lake  Junr 

his  Robert 

January 

2, 

Nathan11  Smith 

“ Nathan11 

4 4 

9, 

Jacob  Gould 

“ Elizabeth 

< c 

44 

Jonathan  Poster 

“ Dorcas 

“ 

16, 

Solomon  Gonld 

“ David 

February 

27, 

Cap1  Israel  Herrick 
Widow  Eunice  (?)  Dwi 

“ Mary 

March 

G, 

nell 

her  Susanna 

U 

20, 

Daniel  Kimball 

his  Nathan11 

April 

10, 

Joseph  Majory 

“ Joseph 

“ 

24, 

Ebcnezer  Averell 

“ Elijah 

May 

29, 

John  Le— -Favour 

“ Amos 

June 

5, 

Paul  Pricherd 

“ Pearley 

4 4 

12, 

Retia  Bacon 

baptized  at  Boxford. 

“ Susanna 

July 

17, 

Decon  Daniel  Gould 

“ Lucy 

4 4 

31, 

Amos  'Wildes 

“ Asa 

44 

“ 

John  Cree 

(above  three)  b)'  mr. 

“ Elizabeth 
Chanler  wr  baptized. 

44 

44 

Will™  Oils 

his  Lydia 

August 

Robert  Perkins 

“ Lydia 

4 4 

it 

Bcnjm  Bayley 

“ Susanna 

“ 

H, 

Will"1  Hood 

“ Amos 

“ 

21, 

Jacob  Kimball 

“ Benjm 

“ 

“ 

Benjm  Woodbury 

“ John 

“ 

28, 

Bartholomew  Dwiuell 

“ Sarah 

Septembr 

4, 

Jabez  Towne  Junr 

“ Moses 

“ 

11, 

Michael  Chute 

“ Joseph 

44 

25, 

baptized  at  Newbury. 


3 

| 

3 
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Joseph  Knight 

his  John 

October 

2,  1757. 

Paul  Averell 

“ Joseph 

“ 

4 4 

Joseph  Hutchinson 

“ Joseph 

“ 

“ 

Bimsley  Peabody 

“ Bimsley 

44 

“ 

Arnos  Curtis 

“ Rachel 

a 

** 

Daniel  Peabody 

“ Dorothy 

4 4 

(< 

baptized  at  Middleton 

(above  six) 

Thos  Perkins 

his  Jemima 

( 4 

9, 

Cap1  Israel  Davis 

“ Israel 

“ 

16, 

John  Peabody 

“ Hannah 

“ 

“ 

John  Hood 

“ Eunice 

«< 

23, 

John  Grant 

“ Prudence 

“ 

“ 

Timothy  Dorman 

“ Timothy 

“ 

30, 

Elijah  Porter 

“ Hannah 

November 

6, 

Joseph  Gould 

“ Priscilla 

“ 

13, 

Thos  Kimball 

“ Huldah 

Decembe?* 

4, 

Joseph  Cumings  Junr 

“ Hannah 

January 

8,  .1758. 

Simon  Gould 

“ Elijah 

March 

5, 

Sarah  Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 

j 

Emerson. 

“ 

12, 

Pelatiah  Cummings 

his  Pelatiah 

44 

“ 

Nathan11  Low 

“ Molly 

(< 

26, 

John  Bradstreet 

“ Lucy 

April 

2, 

Stephen  Gould 

“ Eunice 

“ 

“ 

Nathan11  Smith 

“ Ruth 

“ 

9, 

Moses  Perkins 

“ Tho8 

“ 

“ i 

Eliezer  Gould 

“ Jcdidiah 

“ 

1C, 

Jonathan  Towne 

“ Amos 

44 

30, 

Jonathan  Bixby 

“ David 

May 

17, 

Baptized  on  a week  Day  in  ye  2d  Parrish  in 
Iioxford  in  a Private  House,  ye  child  being 

| 

sick.  Also  baptized. 
Stephen  Emery 

his  Betty 

4 4 

“ 

sd  Emery  going  in  to  ye  War. 

Sam11  Phippen 

his  Jonathan- Atwater  “ 

21st, 

James  Andrews 

“ Amasa 

“ 

28th, 

Stephen  Symonds 

“ Martha 

June 

4, 

Beujm  Bixby 

“ Enos 

(4 

11, 

John  Baker 

“ Moses 

25, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

“ Abigail 

July 

9, 

Tho*  Dwinell 

“ Hannah 

44 

“ 

Archelaus  Rea 

“ Mary 

August 

20, 

Dane  Estey 

“ Abigail 

September 

10, 

John  Lampsou  3d 

“ Abigail 

“ 

1G 

Joseph  Hale  3d 

“ ‘ Ilanmih 

October 

s, 

i 


■ 


. 

. 
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Retia  Bacon 

his  Molly 

October 

8, 

Daniel  Kimball 

“ John 

“ 

22, 

Stephen  Perkins 

“ Abigail 

Novbr 

12, 

Fuller 

“ John 

“ 

26, 

baptized  at  Middleton. 

Jacob  Kimball 

“ Mehetabel 

Decembr 

3, 

Thos  Moor 

“ Elizabeth 

4 4 

“ 

Thos  Gould  Junr 

“ Dorcas 

“ 

“ 

Widow  Martha  Dwinell  her  Jonathan 

“ 

10, 

Wm  Gallop 

his  Amos 

“ 

24, 

Amos  Wildes 

“ Dudley 

January 

7, 

David  Balch  Junr 

“ Thos 

February 

4, 

Tho3  Kimball 

“ Sarah 

“ 

44 

Zebnlun  Wildes 

“ Ezra 

March 

4, 

Deacon  Daniel  Gould 

“ Sam11 

11, 

John  Peabody 

“ Mehetabel 

“ 

44 

Tho3  Baker  Junr 

“ Olive 

April 

1, 

John  Le— Favour 

“ Ruth 

“ 

8, 

Jacob  Gould 

“ Edna 

44 

44 

Sam11  Cummings 

“ Sarah 

44 

15, 

Abraham  Hobbs 

“ Susanna 

4 c 

22, 

David  Perkins 

“ Mercy 

44 

“ 

James  Burch 

“ Jedidiah 

May 

6, 

Solomon  Gould 

“ Ruth 

4 4 

13, 

Joseph  Cummings  Junr 

“ Mehetabel 

44 

“ 

Abner  Curtis 

“ Abner 

“ 

20, 

baptized  at  B oxford 

1st  chh. 

Tho8  Perkins 

his  Rebeckah 

June 

3, 

ye  last  Child  baptized  in  ye  old  Meeting 

House. 

Elijah  Bradstreet 

his  Elizabeth 

“ 

24, 

Eliezer  Gould 

“ Aholiab 

July 

16, 

baptized  in  Private  y' 

e Child  apprehended  to 

be  dangerously  ilk 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

his  Enos 

August 

12, 

Joseph  Gould 

“ Sarah 

“ 

26, 

John  Cree 

“ Cornelius 

Septembr 

16, 

Daniel  Lake 

“ Henry 

44 

23, 

Wm  Hood 

“ Lydia 

October 

21, 

Benjm  Bixby 

“ Asa 

November 

25, 

Joseph  Magory 

“ Hannah 

4 4 

4 4 

Benj"1  Bay  ley 

“ Mehetabel 

December 

23, 

Joseph  Andrew 

“ Hepsibah 

January 

13,  1 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

“ Lucy 

4 4 

“ 

John  Hood 

“ John 

March 

9 

“ , 

fcffl  !1  . • “cul  t 
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Tho9  Foster 

his  Mehetabel 

March 

2,  1760. 

Eliezer  Lake  Jimr 

“ Mehetabel 

4 t 

16, 

Smith 

“ Mary 

April 

6, 

baptized  at  Rowley,  2d  Parrish. 

Benjm  Woodbury 

his  Lydia 

4 ( 

13, 

Jacob  Perkins  Junr 

“ Daniel 

4 4 

20, 

Pelatiah  Cummings 

“ Lydia 

“ 

27, 

Thos  Perkins 

“ Moses 

May 

4, 

John  Lampson  3d 

“ Abigail 

4 4 

11, 

Robert  Perkins 

“ Robert 

June 

1, 

Wm  Jewett 

“ Sam11 

4 4 

8, 

Daniel  Aver  ell 

“ Sarah 

“ 

22, 

Amos  Perkins 

“ Kezia 

August 

3, 

Joseph  Lystia  (?) 

“ Joseph 

“ 

10, 

Enoch  Perkins 

“ Enoch 

44 

“ 

John  Bradstreet 

“ Eunice 

44 

17, 

Isaac  Estey, 

“ Hannah 

“ 

baptized  by  Mr  Holyoak  (above  two) 

David  Kenney 

his  David 

September  28, 

baptized  at  Middleton. 

John  Le-Favour 

“ Wni 

44 

(< 

baptized  at  Topsfield  by  Mr  Smith. 

Thos  Howlett 

his  Sarah 

October 

12, 

Molly  Hoopper,  of  adult  age,  upon  owing  ye 

“ 

19, 

Co\rt  was  baptized : 

also  a 

Negro  Serv*  Child,  named  Dinah,  ye  Master 

44 

“ 

and  Mistress  Engaging  to  instruct  sd  child  in 

y°  Christian  Religion. 

Richard  Cree 

his  Stephen 

December  28, 

Deacon  Daniel  Gould 

“ Lydia 

January 

11,  1761. 

Jeremiah  Dodge 

“ Abigail 

Febr-V 

1, 

Joseph  Towue 

“ Elizabeth 

“ 

22, 

Jacob  Gould 

“ Susanna 

44 

44 

Jacob  Kimball 

“ Jacob 

4 4 

Tho"  Moors 

“ Lois 

March 

1, 

Dauu  Lake 

“ Jonathan 

“ 

22, 

Joseph  Gould 

“ Mary 

“ 

29, 

Thos  Baker  Junr 

“ Mary 

April 

12, 

David  Batch  Junr 

“ Tho9 

“ 

“ 

Moses  Perkins 

“ David 

“ 

“ 

baptized  by  mT  Holvoak  (above  three) 
Coesar,  a Negro  Servant  Child,  belonging  to 
Sam11  Cummings : ye  blaster  & Mistress  en- 
gaging to  instruct  and  bring  up  ye  child  for 
GOD. 


19, 


30  BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OP  THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD. 


Tho8  Gould  Junr 

his  Anna 

May 

17,  1761 

John  Jacobs 

“ Mary 

June 

14, 

Tho8  Dwinell 

“ Molly 

July 

26, 

Jn°  Fraser 

“ Elizabeth 

August. 

16, 

baptized  at  Byfleld. 

Joseph  Cummings 

“ Elijah 

Septembr 

27, 

Jonathan  Towns 

“ Pheebe 

October 

4, 

Nathan11  Duston 

“ Ebenezer 

“ 

18, 

Amos  Bavley 

“ Ednah 

44 

4 4 

“ “ 

“ Woodbridge 

it 

4 4 

Amos  Page 

“ Parker 

it 

“ 

(C  44 

“ Abia 

it 

“ 

Ebenezer  Mitchell 

“ Esther 

ii 

“ 

Timothy  Eaton 
baptized  in  Haverhill, 

“ Timothy 
West  Parish. 

“ 

(above  seven) 

Dan11  Kimball 

his  Eunice 

Novbr 

1, 

Francis  Towne 

“ Lydia 

Decemb1- 

6, 

Wm  Gallop 

“ Enos 

4 ( 

13, 

Tho8  Howlett 

“ Lydia 

44 

44 

Davis  Howlett 

“ Cornelius 

<4 

27, 

Richerd  Lang 

“ Benj:n 

February 

6,  1762. 

baptized  at  Salem 

Wm  Hood  “ Susanna 

baptized  (by)  Mr  Ilolyoak. 

44 

21, 

Ensign  Solomon  Gould  his  Amos 

44 

28, 

Stephen  Hovey 

“ Aaron 

March 

14, 

Isaac  Perkins 

* ‘ Pheebe 

“ 

21, 

Thos  Foster 

“ Dan11 

“ 

John  Hood 

“ Sam11 

44 

28, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

“ Bartholomew 

4 4 

44 

Tlio8  Perkins  Junr 

“ Danu 

April 

4, 

Amos  W ildes  % 

“ Jamme 

44 

11, 

Jn°  Clough 

“ Jn° 

“ 

25, 

Tho8  Perkins 

“ Susanna 

May 

9, 

Benjm  Bixbv 

“ George 

“ 

44 

Solomon  Gould  Junr 

“ Nathan11 

“ 

“ 

Samu  Cummings 

“ David 

44 

23, 

Nathan11  Low 

“ Jonathan 

June 

20, 

Robert  Perkins 

“ Asa 

“ 

ii 

Dan11  Averell 

“ Dan11 

“ 

“ 

John  Le-Favour 

“ Sarah 

July 

4, 

Jn°  Peabod  [y] 

“ Ju° 

“ 

18, 

Jn°  Baker  Junr  “ Mary 

baptized  (by)  Mr  ChaideA 

“ 

25, 

- 

- 
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Thos  Wildes 
David  Towne 
Jeremiah  Foster 
Jacob  Hazen 
baptized  at  Boxford, 
Peletiah  Cummings 
Elijah  Clarke 
Thos  Hodgdon 
John  Lampson  Junr 
Deacon  Dan11  Gould 
Eliezer  Lake  Junr 
Benjm  Bayley 
Isaac  Averell 
David  Balch  Junr 
Thos  Moor 
Joseph  Gould 
Thos  Gould  Junr 
Jacob  Kimball 
Francis  Towne 
John  Jacobs 
Wm  Hood 
Joseph  Andrews 
Sam11  Towne  Junr 
John  Herrick 
Timothy  Eaton 
baptized  in  ye  West 
Danu  Reddington 
Elijah  Clarke 
Richard  Cree 
Thos  Howlett 
Archelaus  Rea 
Stephen  Foster  Junr 
Dan11  Hood 
Dan11  Kimball 
baptized  by  ye  Revd 
Nathan  Hood  Junr 
Bartholomew  Dwinell 
Davis  Ilowlett 
Cap*  Tho8  Cummings 
Joseph  Cummings 
Sam11  Bradstreet 
Amos  Perkins 
Stephen  Ilovey 
Peter  Chevcr 
baptized  at  Salem. 


his  Jacob 
“ Thos 
“ Joshua 
“ Jacob 
1st  Parrish, 
his  Mehetabel 
“ Humphrey 
“ Rebekah 
“ Ruth 
“ Ruth 
“ Joseph 
“ Benjm 
“ Elijah 
“ Richerd 
“ Deborah 
“ Emerson 
“ Benjm 
“ Priscilla 
“ Pheebe 
“ Sarah 
“ Moses 
“ Joseph 
“ Mary 
“ Anna 
“ James 

Parrish  in  Haverhill, 
his  Dan11 
“ Mary 
“ Molly 
“ Elizabeth 
“ Uzziel 
“ Nathan11 
“ Lucy 
“ Dudley 

nr  Holyoake. 
his  Nathan11 
“ Anna 
“ Molly 
“ Israel 
“ Amos 
“ Sam11 
“ Betty 
“ Mary 

“ Peter  Osgood 


September  26,  1762. 


October 

17, 

4 4 

24, 

44 

4 4 
4 4 

31, 

4 4 

November 

14, 

“ 

28, 

December 

5, 

(4 

12, 

44 

13, 

4 C 

26, 

January 

2 

4 4 

16, 

“ 

23, 

“ 

30, 

March 

13, 

April 

10, 

4 4 

24, 

May 

22, 

“ 

29, 

June 

19, 

July 

31, 

August 

14, 

September 

4, 

4 4 

11, 

October 

16, 

“ 

23, 

November 

6, 

44  n 

a it 


“ 27, 

December  4, 


“ 

18, 

“ 

“ 

n 

25, 

January 

8, 

February 

12, 

March 

4, 

“ 

18, 

■ 

- 
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Joseph  Perkins 

his  Jacob 

March 

25, 

Stephen  Towne  Junr  e 

rad 

April 

15, 

Sarah,  wife  of  Elijah  Dwineil, 
both  of  adult  age  : also 

“ 

“ 

John  Le-Favour 

his  Joseph 

I i 

i i 

Sara11  Harris  Junr 

“ Sarah 

it 

tt 

Tho?  Perkins 

“ Dan11 

“ 

22 

Thos  Cummings  Jnnr 
Samn  Cree  and 
Stephen  Perkins  Juur 

“ Jonah 

a 

< c 

29, 

it 

both  of  adult  age 

ThoJ  Perkins  Junr 

“ Israel 

May 

20, 

David  Balch  Junr 

“ Wm 

i c 

27, 

John  Baker  Junr 

“ John 

July 

8, 

John  Peabody 

“ Mehetabel 

August 

12, 

Daniel  Lake 

“ Nathan 

“ 

19, 

Solomon  Curtis 

“ Sam11 

44 

26, 

by  mT  Chandler 

Jacob  Gould 

“ Jacob 

September  9, 

Edmund  Towne 

“ Edmund 

(C 

23, 

John  Clough  “ Oliver 

by  mr  Lesslie  (above  two) 

I baptized  at  Newbury-Port 

Benjm  Moody 

his  Benjm  & 

ll 

“ 

Riclierd 

“ Richerd 

C ( 

Peter  Emerson 

“ Abigail 

October 

14, 

James  Chase 

“ Sarah 

Li 

“ 

Enoch  Hemraan 

“ Sarah 

“ 

it 

John  Bradley  “ Mary 

baptized  at  Haverhill  West  Parrish. 

“ 

44 

Johu  Balch  * 

his  Cornelius 

“ 

21, 

n a 

“ Roger 

“ 

it 

it  it 

, “ Rebekah 

“ 

“ 

Benjm  Bixby 

“ Rachel 

“ 

Isaac  Averell 

“ Joseph 

Novembei 

4, 

Thos  Gould  Jnur 

“ Anna 

“ 

11, 

Pelatiah  Cummings 

“ Sarah 

December 

> 2 

Solomon  Gould 

“ Solomon 

“ 

16, 

Dan11  Hood 

“ Jacob 

Jauuary 

13, 

Joseph  Gould 

**  John 

“ 

27 

Tho*  Moor 

“ Tho* 

CC 

u 

John  Jacobs 

“ Rebekah 

“ 

Nathan  Hood  Junr 

“ Nathan 

March 

10, 

Tho*  Ilowlctt 

“ John 

« 

17, 

Amos  Porter 

“ Lydia 

April 

4 9 

765. 


Ox  Ox 


_ 
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Joseph  Perkins 

his  Anna 

May 

19,  1765. 

Thos  Perkins 

“ Rachel 

June 

2 
w f 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Anna 

“ 

4 4 

Jacob  Kimball 

“ Anna 

“ 

9, 

Francis  Towne 

“ Rebekah 

“ 

“ 

Nathan11  Fiske 

“ Nathan11 

n 

“ 

Isaac  Pearl  cy 

“ Isaac 

“ 

23, 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parish. 

Thomas  Emerson 

his  Billy 

August 

4, 

Thomas  Wildes 

“ Daniel 

a 

11, 

baptized  by  mr  Holyoak. 

John  Lampson  Junr 

his  Sarah 

“ 

25, 

Stephen  Foster  Junr 

“ Matta 

“ 

“ 

Peter  Chever 

“ Sam11  and 

September 

' 3, 

Arclielaus  Hayward 

“ Arch  elans 

4 4 

“ 

baptized  at  Salem  & mr  Lesslie  baptized  at 

Topsfield 

Dan11  Averell 

his  Solomon 

“ 

“ 

Jacob  Andrews 

“ Nathan11 

“ 

15, 

baptized  at  Boxford  & 

mr  Holyoake  baptized  at  Topsfield 

Dan11  Kimball 

his  Joseph 

“ 

“ 

Stephen  Hovey 

“ Abigail 

4 4 

29, 

John  Brads! reet 

“ Dudley 

October 

13, 

Joseph  Andrews 

“ Salome 

November 

3, 

Abraham  Hobbs  Junr 

“ Elizabeth 

4 4 

“ 

Thomas  Cummings 

“ Joseph 

December 

22 

Benjamin  Bayley 

“ Dinah 

January 

26,  1766. 

John  Le-Favour 

“ Amos 

February 

2, 

Sam11  Bradstreet 

“ Ruth 

March 

23, 

Thomas  Foster 

“ Thomas 

4 4 

30, 

Thomas  Perkins  Juur 

“ Hannah 

“ 

44 

Widow  Vashti  Curtis 

her  Solomon 

April 

13, 

Sam11  Towne  Junr 

his  Elizabeth 

May 

25, 

John  May 

“ Abigail 

“ 

“ 

4 4 (4 

“ Elizabeth 

4 4 

“ 

John  May 

“ John 

June 

8, 

Deacon  Dan11  Gould 

“ Moses 

“ 

22, 

Sam11  Harris 

“ Mary 

“ 

“ 

Jeremiah  Towne  Junr 

“ Asa 

July 

6, 

Dan11  Reddington 

“ Jacob 

August 

10, 

Thos  Perkins 

“ Lydia 

October 

12, 

also  baptized 

Elizabeth  Robinson  of  adult  age 


5 
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Tho*  Gould  Juur 

his  Sarah 

November 

2,  17fiG. 

Jacob  Gould 

**'  Lois 

44 

9, 

Daniel  Hood 

44  Ruth 

<( 

CC 

Isaac  Ho' *I  > 

“ Sarah 

CC 

16, 

Arcbelaus  Rea 

“ Sarah 

Cl 

23, 

Samu  Perkins 

“ Elijah 

41 

30, 

Philip  Thomas 

“ Mary 

C 6 

CC 

Philip  Thomas 

44  Francis 

January 

25,  1767. 

Joseph  Cook! 

££  Cornelius 

February 

1, 

Pelatiah  Cc.  tilings 

44  Isaac 

“ 

CC 

Daniel  Av-  ■ 11 

,£  Joanna 

March 

15, 

Daniel  Lake 

44  Sarah 

li 

90 

Thomas  Hewlett 

“ Mary 

“ 

cc 

Wm  Hood 

44  Aaron 

April 

5, 

Nathan11  Peaiiey 

4i  Mehetahd 

ie 

12, 

baptized  at  E oxford  first  Parish. 

Benjamin  Marshall 

his  Mary 

May 

IT, 

Jacob  Goodhue 

44  Anna 

II 

44 

(C  C( 

£*  Martha 

SI 

CC 

Jonathan  Cogswell 

‘k  Hannah 

*4 

44 

CC  Cl 

t£  Benjamin 

cc 

IS 

baptiz  ' :U  Cbebacco 

- ' ch- 

Jonathan Towue 

ilis  Jedidiah 

44 

24, 

baptized  e*  Boxford  first  Parish ; 

mT  Hover  ?.  .iptizcd  at  Top  'field 

Nathan11  Fisk 

his  Ruth 

*6 

CC 

John  Back*  " • Jn«r 

t£  Lydia 

31  j 

Nathan11  Av«*rell  Junr 

“ Nathan*1  Perkins 

June 

14, 

Thomas  Wildes 

“ Huldah 

CC 

2$, 

Samu  Brad  street 

££  Elijah 

July 

5, 

Isaac  Aver  ell 

££  Isaac 

August 

9: 

Joseph  Perkins 

i£  Henry 

41 

23, 

baptized  by  mr  Holyoke. 

Jacob  Kimball 

his  Lucy 

Scptembei 

r 6, 

Samn  Cummings 

“ Mehetabel 

44 

Francis  Townc 

“ Francis 

44 

CC 

Nathan11  1I  J Juur 

**  Enos 

4‘ 

13, 

Davis  Hewlett 

44  Martha 

*» 

“ 

Aaron  Estcy  JunT 

4t  Joseph 

44 

44 

Abraham  Hobbs  Jnnr 

“ Lydia 

CC 

27, 

Samn  Pet  kins 

“ Dolly 

October 

18. 

Robert  rerkins 

“ Mehetabel 

November  ?.>, 

Isaac  llobbs 

“ Elijah 

January 

24, 1768 

John  Batclicller  Jonr 

“ John 

«« 

CC 
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Jacob  Hobbs 

his  Jacob 

February 

21, 

icberd  Potter 

*■ 4 Lydia 

March 

c. 

artholomew  Dwinell  “ Huldah 

“ 

97 

— 1 9 

Baptized  in  Salem, 

in  ye  Chh  y*  belonged 

to 

ye  Rev*1  mr  Huntington  lately  deceased  : 

Benjm  Teal 

his  Hannah  and 

April 

17, 

Edmund  Bickford 

“ Nathan11 

Ci 

“ 

Solomon  Gould 

“ Mehetabel 

May 

8, 

Iho?  Perkins  JunT 

Israel 

“ 

15, 

Nathaniel  Thomas 

“ Esther 

U 

99 

Thomas  Cummings 

“ Thomas 

“ 

29, 

Thomas  Perkins 

“ Zachens 

June 

19, 

John  Baker  Junr 

“ Thomas 

“ 

John  Balch  JunT 

**  Sarah 

« 

It 

Cap1  Wm  Peabody 

“ Molly 

July 

17, 

baptized  at  Middleton. 

Eliezer  Lake  Juur 

“ Elizabeth 

U 

31, 

Jacob  Towue 

“ Jacob 

44 

<4 

baptized  by  mr  Holyoke  (above  two) 

Joseph  Hood 

his  Sarah 

August 

14, 

John  Lampson  Juur 

“ Lois 

“ 

23, 

John  May 

st  Elizabeth 

« 

“ 

Asa  Smith 

“ Stephen 

cc 

“ 

Richerd  Tenney 

“ Richerd 

September  11. 

baptized  at  Rowley 

2d  Parrish. 

mr  Chauier  baptized  in  Topstield 

John  Hood 

his  Esther 

“ 

Thomas  Moore 

“ Josiah 

« 

13, 

Thomas  Emerson 

**  Thomas 

«• 

“ 

Thomas  Howiett 

“ Allice 

October 

10, 

baptized  at  Boxfon 

1 first  Parrish. 

Richerd  Cree 

his  Joshua 

December 

4, 

bv  mr  Leslie. 


Jacob  Gould  “ 

Sarah 

Philip  Thomas  “ 

Dudley 

Joseph  Gould  “ 

Sarah 

Thomas  Gould  Juur  “ 

Thomas 

Sam11  Perkins  “ 

Dudley 

Dan11  Bcddiugton  “ 

John 

Abraham  llobbs  Jnnr  “ 

Salome 

IVlatiah  Cummings  “ 

Abigail 

Francis  Ton  ne  “ 

Sarah 

John  DwiiK.ll  of  adult  age 

“ IS, 

“ 25, 

February  5,  1709. 

March  5, 

“ 12, 


19, 


April 


■ 
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Joseph  Perkins 

his  Jabesh 

April  9,  17G9. 

Samuel  Towne  Junr 

“ Allen 

May  7, 

Isaac  Hobbs 

“ Priscilla 

“ 28, 

Samuel  Bradstreet 

“ Elijah 

June  4, 

Nathan  Hood  Junr 

“ Thomas  ^ 

“ Amos  }twins 

it  ii 

David  Balch  Junr 

“ Joshua 

“ 11, 

baptized  by  mr  Ilolyoake. 

Deacon  John  Patch 

his  Joseph 

“ 18, 

John  Brown 

“ Martha 

“ 

Edward  Lampson 

“ Daniel 

“ 

George  Adams 

“ Hannah 

“ 

David  Thompson 

“ Jacob 

l t (( 

Ezra  Knowlton 

“ Ezra 

It  (( 

Andrew  Dodge 

t£  Sarah 

it  ( i 

baptized  at  Ipswich  Hamlett  (above  seven) 

Benjamin  Bayley 

his  Billy 

25, 

Samuel  Oree 

“ Samuel 

“ “ 

Moses  Perkins 

“ Daniel 

July  16, 

Aaron  Estey  Junr 

“ Hannah 

August  6, 

baptized  by  mr  Lesslie. 

Nathana11  Fiske 

“ John 

“ 20, 

Daniel  Aver  ell 

“ Solomon 

“ 27, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

“ Lydia 

September  10, 

John  Clough 

“ Nathan11 
“ Eunice 

October  1 , 

a a 

Tsaac  Averell 

Moses 

it  Cl 

Joseph  Hood 

“ Joseph 

November  28, 

Thomas  Moor 

“ Josiali 

December  10, 

John  Peabody 

“ Ebenezer 

“ 17, 

Jolin  Gould  Junr 

“ Nabby 

“ 31, 

Jacob  Kimball 

“ Lydia 

January  28,  1770. 

baptized  by  iur  Holyoke. 

Thomas  Perkins 

his  Reuben 

February  25, 

Daniel  Hood 

“ Daniel 

<c  cc 

John  Batclieller  Junr 

“ Joseph 

March  18, 

Asa  Smith 

“ Asa 

“ 25, 

Benjamin  Kimball 

“ Abraham 

April  8, 

Thomas  Cummings 

“ Nathan11 

June  24, 

Henry  Bradstreet 

“ Henry 

July  15, 

Elisha  Perkins 

“ Elisha 

1 4 2° 

Archelaus  Rea 

“ Anna 

August  19, 

Isaac  Hobbs 

“ Isaac 

“ << 

. : ? •• 


’ 


t 
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Robert  Balch 

his  Hannah 

August 

19, 

Stephen  Perkins  Junr 

44  Richerd 

September 

9, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

44  Eunice 

44 

23. 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parish. 

Abraham  How  Jnnr 

his  Abraham 

October 

23, 

baptized  at  Line  Brook. 

Mr  Lesslie  baptized  at  Topsfield 

Jacob  Gould 
John  Baker  JunT 

his  Kezia 
44  Ebenezer  a 
44  Emerson  f 

S* 

SS 

44  «« 

December 

23, 

Thomas  Gould  Jnnr 

44  Ezra 

ftc 

44 

Joseph  Perkins 

44  Hannah 

March 

1", 

Daniel  Reddicgton 

44  Adam 

c< 

SC 

Jacob  Dwinell  Junr 

44  Israel 

44 

cc 

Aqnila  Wilkins 

44  Edna 

April 

Abner  Wilkins 

44  Eunice 

44 

baptized  at  Middleton  (above  two) 

John  Peabody 

his  Molly 

May 

12, 

Moses  Perkins 

44  Anna 

June 

2, 

Oliver  Towne  of  adult 

age 

f c 

9, 

Jedidiah  Peabody 

his  Mary 

July 

21, 

baptized  at  Boxford. 
Thomas  Emerson 

44  John 

CC 

23. 

Thomas  Perkins  Junr 

44  Peggy 

August 

11, 

Benjamin  Bixby  Junr 

44  Sarah 

25, 

Henry  Brad-dreet 

44  Nathan11 

October 

6, 

reiatiah  Cummings 

44  Abigail 

44 

13, 

baptized  by  mr  Holyoake. 

Joseph  Gould 

his  Abigail 

44 

Q- 

BarthnlomeAv  Dwinell 

44  Mical 

November 

17, 

Amos  Perkins 

44  Sarah 

44 

44 

baptized  by  mr  Adams  (above  two) 

Samuel  Clarke 

44  Anua 

D ecembr 

1, 

Stephen  Towne  Junr 

“ Enos 

Sc 

15. 

SamH  Bradstreet 

44  John 

44 

22. 

Cornelius  Batch 

44  Xahby 

if 

CC 

Philip  Thomas 

44  Eunice 

F ebruary 

O 

Sam:i  Perkins 

44  Molly 

44 

16, 

Daniel  Hood 

“ Abner 

44 

23, 

Robert  Raich 

44  Ro!v*rt 

44 

Joseph  Hood 

44  Dorcas 

44 

44 

Nathan-1  Fiske 

14  Lydia 

March 

1, 

Asalicl  Smith 

“ Jesse 

44 

i 
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Asahel  Smith 

his  Priscilla 

March 

8;  1772 

4 4 (( 

“ Joseph 

4 4 

44 

Oliver  Perkins 

“ Oliver 

“ 

“ 

Joseph  Andrews 

“ Ephraim 

April 

12, 

Benjm  Kimball 

“ Hannah 

4 4 

“ 

Abraham  Hobbs  Junr 

Abraham 

April 

19, 

Jacob  Kimball 

“ David 

“ 

2G,  1771. 

Isaac  Hobbs 

“ Priscilla 

44 

“ 

Isaac  Averell 

“ Phebe 

May 

3, 

John  Curtice 

“ Sarah 

“ 

10, 

baptized  at  Boxford, 

1st  Parrish. 

Isaac  Dempsy 

his  Frances 

“ 

17, 

baptized  at  Danvers. 

Asa  Smith 

“ Molly 

4 4 

24, 

John  Gould  Junr 

“ Becka 

“ 

31, 

Molly,  wife  of  Samuel 

Page,  & also 

baptized 

their  Child,  Sam11 

June 

28, 

Thomas  Moor 

“ Sarah 

J uly 

John  Balch  Junr 

“ Mehetabel 

I 

((  t 4 

“ Martha 

?•  twins  “ 

4 4 

Stephen  Perkins  Junr 

“ Nabby 

44 

12, 

Danu  Clarke 

“ Elijah 

August 

28, 

ye  ordinance  administered  at  sd 

Clarke8 

House  ye  Child  being  dangerously 

ill. 

Solomon  Gould 

his  Martha 

September  13, 

Joseph  Perkins 

“ Elisha 

October 

11, 

Joseph  Browne  Junr 

“ Molly 

4 4 

“ 

Jacob  Dwinell  Junr 

“ Anna 

“ 

18, 

Oliver  Perkins 

“ Lucy 

November 

8, 

John  Batcheller 

“ Anna 

C 4 

15, 

Abel  Perkins 

“ Jacob 

“ 

“ 

Richerd  Foster 

“ Dorcas 

Decembr 

G, 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Parrish. 

John  Peabody 

his  Lucy 

January 

17,  1773. 

Thomas  Gould 

“ Mercy 

44 

“ 

Henry  Bradstreet 

“ Daniel 

February 

14, 

Isaac  Dempsy 

“ Hannah 

March 

14, 

baptized  at  Danvers. 

Solomon  Dodge  Junr 

“ Amos 

April 

11, 

John  Lampson  Junr 

“ Eunice 

“ 

18, 

John  Dwinell 

“ Esther 

“ 

Uo , 

Sam11  Cree 

“ Moses  ■» 

“Molly  I1"'111* 

9, 

' 

• 
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Pelatiah  Cummings 

his  Oliver 

June  6,  1772. 

Thomas  Perkins  Junr 

“ Thomas 

“ 13, 

bv  mr  Lesslic. 

Stephen  Towne  Jimr 

“ Molly 

a 07 

David  Towne  Junr 

“ Ebenezer 

a a 

Moses  Perkins 

“ Sarah 

July  11, 

A Negro  servant  Child 

Peter  belonging  to  Lieu1 

John  Baker  Junr 

16  ti 

Isaac  Hobbs 

his  Elisabeth 

August  8,  1773. 

Joseph  Gould 

“ Joseph 

“ 29, 

Sam11  Bradstreet 

“ Closes 

“ “ 

Samu  Fisk 

“ Sam11 

“ 

Anna  Towne  of  adult  age 

it  ii 

Dorcas  Towne  of  adult  age 

October  10, 

Benjamin  Kimball 

his  Mehetabel 

“ 

Robert  Balch 

“ Solomon 

i i ii 

Widow  Sarah  Fiske 

her  Sarah 

“ 24, 

Elnathan  Hubbard 

his  Mehetabel 

November  7, 

Richard  Potter 

“ Joseph 

“ H, 

Stephen  Perkins  Junr 

“ Aaron 

it  a 

Nehemiah  Towne 

“ Nehemiah 

a a 

John  Rea 

“ Ruth 

January  2,  1774. 

John  Perkins  3d 

“ Mehetabel 

“ 28, 

ye  ordinance  administered  at  sd  Perkins 

House,  yc  Child  bein 

g dangerously  ill. 

Joseph  Hood 

his  Huldah 

March  13, 

Nehemiali  Towne 

“ Ichabod 

20, 

Israel  Clark  Junr 

“ Israel 

May  15, 

ti  ii 

“ Anna 

“ « 

< c i ( 

“ Sarah 

“ «< 

W idow  Sarah  Towne 

her  Oliver 

ii  cc 

John  Gould  Junr 

his  Betty 

C C C C 

Tho*  Cummings 

“ Daniel' 

4 1 (< 

Cornelius  Balch 

“ Rich erd 

cc  cc 

Asa  Smith 

“ Hannah 

44  22, 

baptized  by  mr  Nathan11  Porter. 

Daniel  Clarke 

his  Daniel 

“ 29, 

July  the  ll,h  17 

7 i,  Tin-  Rev"'1  M>- ,] 

oh n Emerson  1 

parted  tins  Life  . 

Aired  (>7  yt'iirs,  five 

months,  and  fo 

11c  was  Ordained  November  27th  1728. 


\ •- 


* 

- 
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Daniel  Averill  his  Mehetible 

Abraham  Hobbs  Jnr.  his  Lydia 
Nath11  Fisk  “ Benjamin 

baptized  by  Mr  Smith  of  Middletown. 
Samuel  Comings  His  Sam11 

By  Mr  Stone  of  Reding. 


Joseph  perkins 
by  Mr  Swain. 
Jacob  Gould 
Jacob  Kimball 
Dan11  Porter 
Dan11  Porter 
Isaac  Hobbs 
Stephen  Perkins  Jnr 
Thomas  Gould 


his  Ely 

“ Huldali 
“ Samuel 
“ Nat11 
“ David 
“ Munson 
“ Prissa 
“ Pbebe 


August 


October 


November 


M arch 


Baptized  by  mr  Daniel  Emerson  of  Hollis. 


Thos  Mower 
Stephen  Towne  Jnr. 
John  Batchellor 
Henry  Bradstreet 
Robert  Balch 
Solomon  Doge 


his  Olive 
“ Joseph 
“ Jacob 
“ Bille 
“ Sarah 
“ Solomon 


Moses  Perkins,  son  of  Oliver  Perkins  was 

Baptised  [Jan>' 

Joseph  Emerson,  son  of  Thomas  Emerson  was 
Baptised  Jan-V 

Betty  Cummings,  Daughter  of  Palatiah  Cum- 
mings was  Baptised  u 

Peggy  Furner,  Daughter  of  Mr Furner 

was  Baptised  “ 

Sarah  Kimball,  Daughter  of  Bcnjra  Kimball  was 
Baptised  “ 

Joseph  Towne  ' his  Lydia  [March 

Jacob  Dwinell  Junr  “ Mchetable  [March 

Baptised  By  Mr  Manassali  Cuttlar  of  Ipswich 
Hamblet. 

his  John  March 

“ Sarah  “ 

“ Mehetable  “ 


John  Dwinell 
David  Towne  Junr 
John  Perkins  3d 
By  Mr  Cuttlar. 

Asa  Smith  “ Manassali 

By  Mr  Frisbe  of  Ipswich. 

Stephen  Foster  junr  his  Nabby 

Samuel  Fisk  “ Ezra 

By  Mr  Nathaniel  Porter. 


Mav 


July 


21,  1771. 

U 
t ( 

1C, 

6. 

5,  1775. 


1,  1776.?] 
14,  1 77C. 

3,  1776.] 
3,  1776.] 

3,  1776. 


mw&l' 


.141  »r,  •,«  vfi 
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Thomas  Perkins,  junr  his  Samuel 

John  Balch  “ John 

Samuel  Cree  “ Joseph 

By  Mr  George  Laslee  of  Lime  Brook. 
Daniel  Clark  his  Daniel 

I [s]  aac  Hobbs  “ Samiel 

By  Mr  Levi  Frisbe  of  Ipswich. 

Thomas  Cummings  his  John  Bordman 

John  Dwinel  “ Mahetabell 

Daniel  Porter  “ Sarah 

By  the  RevI)d  Mr  Dane  of  Ipswich. 

Nathaniel  Fiske  his  Moses 

Joseph  Hood  “ Bettey 

By  the  revd  Mr  Lesslie. 

Jacob  Kimball  his  Benjamin 

by  the  revndMr  Spring  of  Newbury. 
Andrew,  son  of  Stephen  Towne,  Junr 
Ruth,  Phebe,  and  William 
Children  of  William  Estie. 

Azariah,  son  of  Nathaniel  Averel  Junr 
Jessee,  Son  of  John  Perkins  of  Boxford 
Betty  Davghter  of  Palatiali  Cummings 
Hannah  Davghter  of  Abraham  Hobbs  Junr 
Mary  Davghter  of  David  Towne  Jr 
Susanna  Davghter  of  Isaac  Hobbs 
William  Son  of  Oliver  Perkins 
Lucy  Davgter  of  Daniel  Hood 
All  Baptized  in  one  day  by  the 
revnd  mr  Holyoke  of  Boxford. 

Ebenezer  Peabody,  Son  of  John  Peabody 
Baptized  by  Mr  Manassa  Cutler  of  Ipswich 
Hamblet. 

Daniel  Clarke  his  Elijah* 

Samuel  Perkins  “ Ezra 


John  Dwinel  “ Esther 

Benjamin  Hobbs  “ Daniel 

Baptized  by  the  Revnd  Mr  Wadsworth  of 
Danverse. 

Philip  Thomas  his  Philip 

Ebenezer  Goodhue  “ Ebenezer 


Baptized  by  y°  Revnd  Mr  Wadsworth  of 
Danvers. 

Oliver  Perkins  his  Lois 


September  15,  1776. 

ti  tc 


December  1, 

a a 


May 


4th,  1777. 


ii 


August  24, 


February  9,  1778. 
April  12, 

<<  C& 


November  8th 


April  25th,  1779. 


July  27th 


July  4th 


’ 
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i 


i 


f 


I 

i 

I 

|; 


Eliezer  Lake  Junr  bis  Eliezer 

By  the  Revd  Mr  Dana  of  Ipswich. 

John  Batclieller  his  Jacob 

by  the  Revad  Mr  Lesslie  of  Lyne  Brook 
Parrish  in  Ipsv-ich. 

Isaac  Hobbs  his  Humphry 

David  Hobbs  “ Lucy 

By  vc  Revnd  ]\I1'  Adams  of  Haverhill. 

William  Estie  his  Dcbbe 

by  the  Rcvnd  Mr  Cutler  of  Ipswich  Mamblet. 


July  4th  1779. 
August  24lh 

September  5th 

November  7th 


i 


i 


Jiev.  Daniel  Breck,  the  fifth  pastor  of  the  Church  in 
Topsfield,  was  ordained  to  the  Charge,  the  17th  of  No- 
vember, 1779. 

Note.  This  includes  all  the  baptisms  to  the  time  of  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Breck . — Editor. 


i 
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Secretary’s  Report. 


Another  annual  meeting  must  re- 
mind this  society  that  the  dignity  of 
years  is  beginning  • to  surround  its 
work,  that  while  our  chosen  field  is 
the  collection  and  preservation  of  the 
history  and  antiquities  of  our  town, 
all  the  while  as  a society,  we  are 
creating  history  and  performing  a 
duty  which  will  not  be  forgotten 
when  the  story  of  Topsfield  is 
related  to  future  generations. 

The  relics  and  curiosities  we 
collect  today  illustrating  the  life  and 
customs  of  former  years,  with  each 
passing  cycle  obtain  a new  signifi- 
cance and  greater  historical  value. 
Today’s  object  of  small  concern 
becomes  tomorrow  a thing  of 
moment  or  curious  interest.  But  of 
greater  and  more  lasting  value  is  the 
work  being  performed  by  the  society 
in  placing  upon  the  printed  page  a 
chronicle  of  historical  and  biograph- 
ical matter  relating  to  Topsfield. 
Data  perchance  found  only  in  the 
fleeting  memories  of  those  now 
iiviug,  or  compiled  from  fragments 
widely  scattered. 

The  past  year  has  seen  the  be- 
ginning of  an  important  work  ; the 
reproduction  in  type  of  the  records 
of  the  town.  Copies  from  the 
clerk’s  book  of  original  records  from 
the  earliest  times  until  the  year  1684 
have  been  carefully  and  exactly 
made  and  are  reproduced  in  the 
first  52  pages  of  the  volume  of  His- 
torical Collections  for  the  past  year. 

The  work  should  be  continued  in 
the  coming  volumes,  and  carried 
fotward  as  extensively  and  elaborate- 
ly as  the  funds  of  the  society  will 


allow,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask 
that  the  town  should  in  a degree 
share  in  this  expense.  Rowley, 
Manchester  and  Beverly  have  print- 
ed their  early  records,  and  seveial 
other  towns  in  the  county  have  been 
to  great  expense  in  having  duly 
certified  copies  made  of  valuable 
records  rapidly  becoming  illegible 
through  the  ravages  of  tune. 

If  not  at  the  coming  town  meeting, 
perhaps  at  some  future  time  the 
matter  should  be  brought  before  the 
town  for  its  consideration. 

The  past  year  has  shown  a very 
successful  growth.  The  member- 
ship has  grown  from  a total  of  94 
at  our  last  annual  meeting  to  139  at 
the  present  time.  A large  propor- 
tion of  this  increase  comes  from 
those  living  without  the  bounds  of 
the  town.  Former  residents  or 
historians  interested  in  obtaining  our 
volume  of  historical  collections  in 
exchange  for  the  membership  dues. 

This  method  of  enlarging  our  rolls 
should  be  encouraged  during  the 
coming  year.  Trie  annual  fee  of 
fifty  cents  is  small  and  not  to  be 
compared  with  the  value  of  the 
collections. 

At  the  regular  meeting  in  Febru- 
ary, Rev.  O.  8.  Butler  of  Georgetown 
lectured  before  the  society  on  the 
History  of  the  American  Flag.  With 
that  single  exception,  members  of 
the  society  have  prepared  the  his- 
torical papers  which  have  been  read 
at  each  regular  meeting,  several  of 
them  appearing  in  the  volume  of 
collections. 

On  the  18th  of  June  a highly 


. 
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successful  field  meeting  was  held  at  membership  for  non  payment  of  dues.  1 
‘‘The  Colleges, ” the  Danvers  His-  Beyond  a suggestion  that  an  effort  ] 
torical  Society7,  and  the  History  be  made  to  suitably  encase  our  j 
Class  connected  with  the  Essex  growing  collection  of  relics  and  ! 
Institute  being  represented  on  invita-  curiosities  now  at  the  Town  Hall,  l 
tion  from  this  society.  your  secretary  has  nothing  to  1 

Over  loO  persous  were  present  and  recommend  save  a spirit  of  euthusi-  j 
heard  with  interest  an  historical  asm  on  matters  historical.  Enlarge  ] 
sketch  on  the  locality  read  by  Miss  the  membership  and  speak  a good  ] 
Gertrude  Bradstreet,  and  speeches  by  word  for  the  society  when  inspecting  \ 
Pres.  Allen  and  Dr.  A.  P.  Putnam  a relic  of  the  town’s  life,  remember-  j 
and  other  members  of  the  Danvers  ing  that  many  an  attic  in  town  still  j 
Historical  Society.  conceals  treasures  that  should  find  j 

We  have  lost  three  members  by  their  way  into  our  collections, 
death,  Mrs.  Louisa  Leach,  Capt.  R.  Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  Pray  and  Amos  T.  Fiske,  while  Geo.  Frs.  Dow, 

two  others  have  been  dropped  from  Secretary,  j 


■ 
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Treasurer’s  Report 

For  the  year  ending  Dee.  31,  1836. 


Receipts. 

Payments. 

Bal.  on  hand,  Jan,  1.  1896 

$ .30 

Printing  Collections 

$35.25  | 

Annual  dues 

57.50 

Printing  Baptismal  Records 

8.00  1 

Historical  Collections,  sold 

7.00 

Printing  Postals  and  Tickets 

4.00  j 

Cloth  bindings 

3.00 

Binding  Collections 

9.25 

Donation,  Members  of  Society 

23.75. 

Postal  cards  and  postage 

4.93  ] 

Donation,  George  L.  Gould 

2.50 

Use  of  electrotype 

1.00 

Field  meeting,  carriages,  etc. 

4.81 

Expressing,  stationery,  etc. 

1.47  | 

Lecturer’s  expenses 

.28  j 

894.50 

Balance  on  hand 

868.99 

$25.06 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Frs.  Dow, 

Treasurer. 

I 

i 

i 
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Donations  f or  tide  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1896. 


Aver  ill,  Sidney  W. 

Borner,  Mrs.  Caroline  E.,  Ipswich 
Dodge,  John  H. 

Dodge,  Wm,  Ladd 
Dow,  Eugene  M. 

Dwinell,  Esther 

Fitts,  Rev.  James  H.,  Newfields,  K,  H. 
Foster,  Edwin  O.,  Salem 
Gould,  Andrew 
Gould,  Esther 

Harriman,  II.  N.,  Georgetown 
Haven,  Mrs.  Theodore  W.,  Glasco,  N.*  Y. 
Halker,  William,  Newbnryport 
Kneeland,  C.  A.  S. 

Lake,  Otto  E. 

Merriarn,  Henry  0. 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 

Peabody,  Helen.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Perkins,  William 
Pray,  Mrs.  Caroline  E. 

Stevens,  Albert  W. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Nath.,  Boxford 
Smith,  Mrs.  Calvin,  Boxford 
Wells,  Catherine 


Library. 

1 

4 

1 


12 

1 

1 

1 

3 


1 

8 

1 

1 

5 

1 


Cabinet. 

14 

2 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

77 

1 

1 


36  104 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  G.  Warren  Towne, 


Curator. 
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Necrology  for  1896. 


Louisa  (Morgan)  Leach  was  born  at  Manchester,  Mass.,  Nov.  23,  1816, 
and  died  at  Topsfield,  Feb.  6,  1896.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Salome  (Brown)  Morgan.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with  Thomas  K. 
Leach  of  Wen  ham  May  2,  1836.  Five  children  were  born  to  them  ; Mary 
Ann,  who  married  Lafayette  Batchelder  and  lives  in  Wenham ; Sarah 
Kimball,  who  married  Isaac  M.  Woodbur}7  and  lives  in  Topsfield;  Martha, 
who  married  Moses  N.  Boardman  and  lives  in  Georgetown ; Charles 
Healey,  who  married  Mary  A.  Wilkins  and  lives  at  the  homestead  and 
Martha  Louisa  who  died  when  a child. 

Mrs.  Leach  was  a charter  member  of  the  Society  and  the  author  of  the 
article  on  the  trial  of  Elizabeth  P.  Bradstreet  printed  in  Vol.  I,  of  the 
Historical  Collections.  She  became  a member  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  Topsfield  in  1839,  and  ever  maintained  an  exemplary  Christian  character. 
Of  retentive  memory,  her  reminiscences  of  early  life  were  of  great  interest 
and  a journal  of  events  kept  by  her  for  many  years  will  he  of  much  value 
to  the  historian. 


Ruel  Benton  Pray  was  born  at  Salem.  Mass.,  April  18,  1838,  and  died 
at  Topsfield,  Oct.  6, 1896.  He  was  the  son  of  Ruel  and  Mehitable  (Render) 
l’ray.  Receiving  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Salem,  while  vet  in 
his  teens  he  enlisted  in  the  merchant  marine  and  served  as  sailor,  mate  and 
captain.  He  made  a voyage  around  the  world  with  Capt.  Lewis  F.  Miller 
of  Salem.  He  also  served  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Cumberland  previous  to  the 
Civil  war,  being  stationed  off  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  The  first  man  to 
enlist  from  Danvers  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war ; was  provost 
marshal  at  Baltimore,  Sept.  1861  ; 1st  lieutenant,  Dec.  19.  1861  ; was 
disabled  in  Aug.  1863  and  resigned.  March  4,  1864  he  was  mustered  into 
the  Navy,  serving  as  master’s  mate  or  ensign  on  U-  S.  S.  Savannah, 
Algonqinn,  Young  America,  Wilderness,  Chicopee.  Queen  and  Sarsacuss. 

After  the  war  he  engaged  in  journalism,  editing  newspapers  in  Salem, 
and  Marlboro,  lie  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  Tiie  Topsfield  Townsman. 

For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  cigar  business  at  Danvers. 
He  was  prominent  in  G.  A.  R.  circles  and  much  interested  in  the  public 
school  system. 

October  28,  1860,  he  married  Caroline  E.  daughter  of  William  and  Sally 
Gallup  of  Topsfield.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
and  William  G. 

Mr.  Pray  was  a charter  member  of  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society. 
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Amos  Tbnny  Fiske  was  yet  a young  man  when  he  died  Nov.  19,  1896. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  the  society.  The  son  of  John  and  Adeliza 
Minerva  (Pike)  Fiske  he  was  born  in  Topsfield,  June  16  1870. 

For  several  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Balch  Bros,  subscription  book 
publishers  but  in  the  spring  of  1895  he  embarked  in  the  retail  shoe  business 
in  Topsfield.  Until  his  death  he  was  active  in  church  work.  A member 
of  the  Congregational  society  and  president  of  the  Y.  P.  C.  E.  society 
connected  with  the  church. 

He  was  never  married. 


* 
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THE 

EARLY  RECORDS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Transcribed  by  Geo.  Frs.  Dow. 


The  first  book  of  original  clerk’s 
records  now  in  existence,  begins 
with  the  year  1675.  That  a 
record  was  kept  during  the  previous 
twenty-five  years  beginning  with 
1650,  the  date  of  incorporation,  is 
proven  by  the  following  extracts 
from  the  clerk’s  records  : — 

uAt  a lawfull  meeting  7 march  75- 
76  it  is  ordered  that  the  selact  men 
shall  see  that  the  olde  book  the 
towne  book  shall  be  trancscribed  into 
the  new  book  and  that  the  land  on 
the  south  sid  the  Reuer  that  was 
layed  out  by  deuisians  to  the  seueral 
inhabctants  the  selact  men  shall  see 
that  ther  lots  be.  Recorded  according 
as  tha  ware  lade  out  voted. 

At  a lawfull  Towne  meting  the 
7th  of  march  1681  or  82.  The  Towne 
has  Voated  that  ye  old  Towne  Booke 


shall  be  Traueribed  in  to  ye  new 
Towne  Booke  all  that  is  needfull  to 
be  don  & that  is  not  all  redy  don. 

Voated. 

Liiut  pebody  & John  Gould  are 
Chosen  to  Trancribe  all  ye  old 
Towne  booke  in  to  ye  newe  Towne 
booke  as  is  Needfull  to  be  don 

Voated.’  ’ 

These  earlier  records  were  trans- 
cribed from  time  to  time  into  “the 
new  book,”  and  are  found  incorpo- 
rated in  the  records  of  the  current 
years  of  1675  to  1683.  In  the  fol- 
lowing copy  I have  arranged  these 
fragments  in  chronological  order, 
greatly  regretting  their  incomplete- 
ness. 


Geo.  Frs.  Dow. 


* 
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ACT'S 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  COURT  CONCERNING  TOPS  FIELD. 


“Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  Salem 
have  agreed  to  plant  a village  neare  the 
ryver  w’cli  runs  to  Ipswich,  it  is  ordered, 
that  all  the  land  neare  their  bounds,  be- 
tween Salem  & the  said  ryver,  not  be- 
longing to  any  other  towne  or  person,  by 
any  former  grant,  shall  belong  to  the 
said  village.” 

Mass.  Colony  Records. 

5 Nov.  1639. 


“Whereas,  at  the  Co’rt  houlden  at  Bos- 
ton the  4th,  7th  mo.  1639.  there  was  cer- 
taine  laud  lyina  neare  Ipswich  Ryver 
granted  for  a village,  eiib’r  to  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  *alem,  or  to  s>>me  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ipswich,  who  have  farmes 
near  unto  the  said  land,  to  bee  enioved 
by  those  who  t’>  st  s< -fried  a village  there; 
they  b«*th  propounding  for  it  togeth’r; 
hovvsoev’r  the  ord’r  ment'onetli  only  Sa 
loin  inhabitants,  &.  forasmuch  as  the  said 
Inhabitants  of  Ip>wich  have  for  neare 
this  two  years  procured  & maintained 
one  to  dispeuce  the  word  of  God  unto 
them,  vv’ch  they  intend  to  continue,  it  is 
th-refo'e  ordered  & granted,  that  Mr. 
Jno.  Ei  decott  & the  said  inhabitants  of 
Ipswich,  viz.,  Mr.  Bradstreete,  Mr.  Sy- 
m-.nds,  Mr  Whitti ogham,  Mr.  William 
Paine,  Mr.  Robert  Paine,  & such  oth’r  of 
Ipswich  or  Salem  as  they  shall  associate 
to  themselves,  shall  have  lib’rty  to  settle 
a village  neare  the  said  ryver  of  Ipswich, 
as  it  may  bee  most  convenient  for  them, 
to  w’ch  the  foresaid  laud  shall  belong, 
viz.,  all  that  w’ch  lieth  neare  the  said 
ryver  (not  formerly  granted  to  any  towne 
or  person),  provided  that  any  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Salem,  who  have  farmes 
neare  unto  the  said  land  now  granted, 
shall  have  liberty  lor  one  yeaie  next 
cornaing  to  iovne  with  the  said  village.” 
Mass.  Colony  Records. 

17  Oct.  1643. 


“Upou  Zacheus  Goulds  petition,  it  is 
couceived  to  be  for  the  gen'rall  good,  & 
very  convenient,  there  should  be  a vil- 
lage about  that  farme,  & that  the  towne 
of  Ipswich  should  further  them  therein.” 
Mass.  Colony  Records, 

29  May  1644. 

“Forasmuch  as  ys  Co’rt  hath  form’rly 
granted  yt  yr  should  be  a village  unon 
Ipswich  Ryver,  at  or  neare  a place  called 
ye  New  Medowes,  & forasmuch  as  c’rteine 
of  ye  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  who  have 
farmes  improved  neer  yrunto,  & do  de- 
sire yt  a minister  might  be  settleed  yr  to 
dispence  ye  word  to  ye  present  inhabit- 
ants & such  oth’rs  as  shall  plant  ym- 
selues  at  ye  said  village,  whom  yet  not- 
withstanding they  are  no  waves  able  in 
anv  c >mfortable  m ann’r  to  mainetaine  a 
minister,  & to  defray  oth’r  necessary 
charges  of  ye  place,  if  w’thall  they  should 
be  lyable  to  all  other  rates  & publike 
chare.es  of  ye  towne  of  Ip>wieh. 

This  Co’rt  doth  there  fore  hereby  order, 
yt  either  ye  whole  towne  of  Ipswich  shall 
equally  contribute  (w  th  such  oth’r  in- 
habitants as  have  lands  in  or  neere  ye 
said  villas)  to  ye  maintenence  of  a min- 
ister, & all  other  publike  charges  inci- 
dent to  such  a village,  or  else  ye  foresaid 
inhabitants,  yt  have  lands  neer  ye  said 
village,  & shall  contribute  to  ye  main- 
tenance of  a minister  yr,  & oth'r  neces- 
sary charges,  shalbe  freed  from  all  man- 
ner of  rates,  charges,  or  contributions  to 
ye  towne  of  Ipswich  for  yr  laud  or  stock 
in  or  belonging  to  ye  said  village.” 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

1 Oct.  1645. 

“The  CoTt  haveing  consid’red  of  ye 
great  expence  of  time  occasioned  by  sev’- 
r nil  persons  bringing  tin  ir  suites  to  ye 
Co'rt  to  be  tryed  here,  thiuke  it  mevte 
that  Captaiu  Smyth  should  pay  twenty 
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i nobles  for  defraying  ye  charge  of  ys 
Co’rt,  & ye  towne  of  Ipswich  & ye  peti- 
tiooTs  of  ye  Newe  Medows  shouid  pay  5t 
for  ye  time  their  cause  tooke  up  la  vs 
Co’rt,  fifty  shii  I'gs  ye  towne,  & buy  shil- 
i’gs  ye  petit’o^i’is.” 

Ms.’.s.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oc:.  1645. 

i 

Potitiou  to  the  General  Court, 

“Wee  Humb-y  Intrsate  this  honored 
Cou it  that  you  v.  aid  bee  pleased  to  be- 
stowe  a uame  Vp  m oure  Village  at  the 
new  medoves  at  ipswico  Which  wee 
suppose  may  bee  an  Incoragnaent  to 
others  to  C*»me  to  Hue  amongst  vs:  and 
alsoc  a nieaues  to  f urther  a ministry 
am  »ogst  vs  wee  thinke  hempste  -d  wile 
bee  a fit  name  if  the  Court  plese  to  grat- 
ifies herewith. 

Will  Payne, 

Brian  Pendleton, 
Zacheous  Guold.” 
Mass.  Archives,  112.  9. 

(The  deputies  granted  this  petition, 
but  the  magistrates  set  the  action  aside 
and  thought  8t  “it  should  be  called  Top- 
pcs fieid.”  To  this  decision  the  lower 
court  then  agreed.  G.  F.  B.) 


“The  village  at  the  newe  rnedowes  at 
Ipswich  is  named  Toppesfeild.” 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oct.  164S. 

“Yppon  the  request  of  those  whom  it 
most  coDcernes,  the  village  at  the  New 
Mcddoves  at  Ipswich,  slialbe  henceforth 
called  Toppesfeild.” 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

27  Oct.  1648. 


“In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Top-feild  it  is  ordered  by 
this  Court  that  from  henceforth  they 
shalbe  a towne  & have  power  within 
themselves  to  order  all  civid  affayres,  as 
other  lownes  haue.” 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

16  Oct.  1650. 


“In  ans’r  to  the  request  of  Zacheos 
Gould  and  William  Howard,  in  thebrhalfe 
of  Top-feild,  the  Court  doth  grsunt  that 
Topsfeild  shall  from  henceforth  be  a 
towne,  and  haue  power  within  themseius 
to  order  all  civil!  afiajres,  as  other  townes 
haue.” 

Mass.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oct.  1650. 


TOPSFIELD  TOWN  RECORDS. 


March  25,  1059. 

Wee  hose  names  are  Voder  Wrig- 
hen  being  Chosen  and  Impowred  by 
the  Inhabitants  of  Salain  and  Tops- 
feild  to  rune  the  six  miles  Extent 
and  also  the  denisionail  Line  betwene 
the  two  Townes  haue  thus  agreed 
and  determined,  namly  that  wee 
uaue  rune  the  six  miles  Extent  Ypon 
the  nore  west  aud  by  nore  Which 
ends  in  the  edg  of  a Swamp  of  John 
putnams  Comonly  Called  the  great 
ashing  Swamp  next  Ynto  a hill  Com 
only  Called  by  the  name  of  Walinut 
tree  bill  nee  re  Ynto  perie  Wiggwamb 
and  from  thence  haue  thus  fare 
agreed  Ypon  the  denisionall  Line 
Which  runs  Sou  west  Westerly  to  the 
riverside  Commonly  Called  by  the 
name  of  Ipswich  liner  Where  Wee 
marked  trees  by  a rock  towards  the 
Est  and  a neck  of  Land  Commonly 
Called  Crtnnwels  neck  westwardly  of 
the  said  trees  marked  and  from 
thence  soriiwest  one  mile  and  a quar- 
ter and  so  oil  according  to  the  rule 
that  Mr.  Joseph  Gardner  rune  the 
aforesaid  deuisionall  Line,  and  from 
the  six  miles  extent  toward  the  nor 
est  esterlv  as  it  is  bounded  and 
marked  one  mile  and  a quarter  end- 
ing at  a swamp  by  a hill  Called  Smith 
hill  and  from  thence  toward  the  est 
norest  ending  Ypon  a hill  uecr  Ynto 
Whenham  Casway,  and  so  toward 
the  est  aud  by  nore  one  hundreds 
roils  ending  at  wen  ham  medow  side. 
Thomas  Putname. 

Abraham  Redingtou, 
Nathanill  Putname.  John  Redington. 


Joseph  Huchenson.  John  Wildes. 

William  Enans. 

at  A Lawful!  Towne  meeting  the  3 
day  of  ye  1 2 m 1659  it  is  ordred  and 
agreed  Ypon  that  Mr.  Perkins  shall 
haue  rfifte'-ce  acres  of  Land  medow 
aud  Ypiand  Lying  on  the  south  side 
of  a hill  Commonly  Caled  bare  hill  the 
Ypiand  of  the  said  Land  is  by  way 
of  exehang  with  ye  Towne  for  a per- 
celi  of  Ypiand  Lying  betwene  Mr. 
Perkins  meld  and  Mr.  Baker  house 
and  also  a pereell  of  swampie  Land 
a Joyneiag  to  Mr.  Perkins  ffield  at 
home  Yoated. 

At  a lawful  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
of  march  1661.  Whereas  Zacheas 
Gould  at  a Towne  meeting  in  febru- 
ary  23  1058  d?d  then  joyne  himselfe 
with  his  estate  to  ye  Towne  of  Tops- 
field  for  setien  veers  or  terine  of  his 
life  or  Yiite’l  a minister  • • setled  in 
Rowley  Yilage  doth  now  at  a Towne 
meeting  giue  in  his  feirrue  of  three 
hundred  acres  which  he  bought  of 
Mr.  William  Paine  that  lie  now  lius 
Yppon  to  Tops  field  the  said  Zacheas 
Gould  by  these  presauts  doth  for 
himselfe  his  Exeetutors  Administra- 
tors or  asignes  giue  in  the  aforesaid 
farrae  into  the  sad  Towne  for  euer 
with  all  the  prineledges  ant!  apurtin- 
ances  thereunto  belonging. 

Witnes  my  hand,  Zacheas  Goul  L 

Yoated . 

At  a lawfull  Towne  meeting  the  14 
of  the  10  in  1661  The  inhabitant*  of 
ye  Towne  hath  made  choyce  v»:  En- 
signe  l {owlet  ff  ranees  pal*odyt*  mid 
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John  Redington,  they  are  chosen  for 
selectmen  for  the  yeer  folowing  to 
order  the  prudentiali  afaires  of  the 
towne  and  to  setle  the  bounds  of  the 
towne  betwene  Salem  and  Topsfield 
and  also  to  setle  the  bounds  between 
the  Comen  (partage?)  and  Vs  and 
also  where  they  shall  se  any  wrong 
done  to  the  towne  by  any  they  haue 
power  to  rectifie  by  sute  or  otherwise 

Voted. 


It  is  further  ordered  and  herhy 
they  are  impowred  to  lay  out  fine 
hundred  acre[s]  of  land  on  the  other 
side  of  the  riuer  to  remaine  common 
to  perpetuity  for  the  Vse  of  the  in- 
habitants prouided  none  of  it  be 
medowland  Voted. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  the  afor- 
said  fiuehundred  acres  of  land  is 
stated  to  the  inhabitants  of  theTowm 
excepting  Ensigne  Ilowlet  as  one  to 
share  in  the  said  common  notwith- 
standing any  former  order  Voted 


It  is  also  ordered  and  the  said 
selectmen  are  impowred  to  deuide 
the  other  parte  of  the  common  both 
medow  and  Vpland  on  the  other  side 
of  the  riuer  into  three  equall  deuisions 

Voted. 


The  names  of  the  commoners  that 
shall  share  in  it. 

Mr.  Bradstreet 
Mr.  Perkins 


Zacheas  Gould 
Mr.  Baker 
Tho'  Dorman 
llrauces  Pebody 
AVilii*  Euens 
Dauiell  Clark 
Isaac.  Cumings  senr 
Ism*  Cumings  jur 


Tho’  Perkins 
Tho’  Browning 
Jacob  Towne 
Isaec  Estey 
Willi’  Towne 
Edmond  Towne 
Matthew  Standly 
Anthony  Carol! 
ffrances  Bates 
John  How 


Ensigne  Howlet 
Willi’  Smith 
Mr.  Eu dicoat 
John  Wiles 
John  Redington 


Edmond  Bredge^ 
Willi’  Nichoise 
Vseltone  lot 
Lumpkins  farme 
Rob’t  Andrews  land 
Voted. 


At  a meeting  of  the  selectmen 
march,  10,  166£  Vrhereas  Zacheas 

Gould  at  a Towne  meeting  in  febru- 
ary  ye  23.  day  1658.  ded  then  Joyne 
himselfe  with  his  estat  to  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfield  for  seuen  years  or 
terme  of  his  life  or  vntell  a minister 
be  setled  in  Rowley  Vilag  doth  now 
being  at  a meeting  of  the  selectmen 
of  Topsfield  giue  his  Feirme  of 
threehundred  acres  wh’ch  he  line 
vpon  into  Topsfield  foreuer  with  al 
the  priueledges  & apurtenances 
thereunto  belonging — Zacheas  Gould. 


At  a lawful  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
of  march  1661 

Whereas  Zacheas  Gould  at  a 
Towne  meeting  in  february  23,  1658 
ded  then  joyne  himselfe  with  his  estate 
to  ye  Towne  of  Topsfield  for  seuen 
yeers  or  terme  of  his  life  or  Vntell  a 
minister  be  setled  in  Rowley  Vilage 
doth  now  at  a Towne  meeting  giue  in 
his  feirme  of  threehundred  acres 
which  he  bought  of  Mr.  William 
Paine  that  he  now  lines  Vpon  to 
Topsfield.  the  said  Zacheas  Gould 
by  these  presants  doth  for  himselfe 
his  Excetutors  Administrators  or 
asignes  giue  in  the  aforesaid  farme 
into  the  said  Towne  for  euer  with  all 
the  priueledges  and  apurtinances 
thereunto  belonging — witnes  mv 
hand 

Voted.  Zacheas  Gould. 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
15  of  January  1603  the  Inhabitance 
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of  Topsfield  hath  granted  ther  right 
in  a perceli  of  Common  Land  by 
way  of  exchange  for  Land  of  John 
How  aquiuaiant  to  the  said  perceli 
of  Land  to  Lye  Conuenant  to  the 
Common  for  Common,  and  the  said 
Inhabitance  hath  Chosen  ffrainces 
pebody  John  Wilds  and  Thomas 
peikins  to  Lay  out  the  a bone  sd  Land 

Voated. 

The  Inhabitance  hath  a greed 
With  Thomas  Baker  to  Exchange 
two  acres  of  Land  neere  to  the 
meeting  house  for  Land  aqueuelante 
there  vnto  neere  the  sd  Thomas  Ba- 
ker house,  the  Towne  hath  Chosen 
ffrainces  pebody  and  Daniell  Ilouey 
and  the  sd  Thomas  Baker  hath 
Chosen  John  Gould  and  John 
Wilds  to  Lay  out  the  aboue  said 
p’rsells  of  Land — Voated. 

At  a lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
7.  march  1664.  It  is  ordered  that 
the  timber  of  the  fivehundred  acres 
of  common  lands  on  the  other  side 
of  the  liner  which  is  to  remaine 
common  to  perpetuity  is  to  be  de- 
luded by  John  Wiles  Willi  Auereil 
Thomas  Raker  & edmond  Towne  or 
either  three  of  them  into  three 
equall  proportions  as  two  foil  re  &. 
six  according  to  that  rule  to  be  dc- 
uided  voted 

It  is  also  ordered  that  al  the  com- 
monors  of  the  Towne  shall  haue  a 
share  in  the  common  on  the  other 
sid  of  the  riuer  with  the  timber 
which  is  to  be  deuided  aecordin[g] 
to  the  rule  as  is  here  expressed 
namely  that  thos  which  pay  to  the 
minesters  rat[e]  made  in  the  year 
1664  ; fiuty  siblings  it  upward  shal 
haue  one  of  the  greater  shares  and 
vnder  tiuetv  siblings  to  twenty,  shal 


haue  a midle  share  and  vnder  twenty 
siblings  one  of  the  least  shares 

voted 


now  these  are  the  names  of  those 
men  that  ware  then  Rated  that  yeare 
1664  and  thar  saueral  soms  as  tha  ar 
in  that  Rate  and  rite  in  this  land 
Zaeheus  and  John  goold  04-06*03 


mr  thomas  baker  03-17-05 

danel  Clark  01-04-05 

thomas  darman  senr  03-03-00 

fiances  pabod}T  04-05-02 

decon  honey  01-03-03 

william  Eeuens  02-11-00 

Isack  Comings  senr  00-13-08 

Isack  Comings  iunar  01-08-00 

Ensigne  howlat  01-08-09 

an toni  Carol  00-11-01 

thomas  perkings  02-19-07 

thomas  aueril  and  thomas  01-14-02 
hobes  on  mr  brodstreets  land  01-03-00 
John  Redington  03-05-02 

thomas  browning  01-06-00 

John  wiles  01-12-10 

william  smith  00-13-08 


Ed  man  bridges 
Jacob  towne 
Isack  Este 
william  towne 
and  Joseph  towne 
Edmau  towne 
mathew  stanle 
william  nicoles 
mr.  William  Perkeing9 
mr  En dicot 
John  how 
Robart  andros 
fiances  bates 


00- 15-03 

01- 04-05 
00-19-06 

00- 04-02 

01- 08-05 
01-08-00 

00- 15-08 

01- 12-09 

02- 03-09 
01-02-00 
00-1 9-C0 
00-12-00 
00-09-00 


At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
9 desmber  1664.  It  is  ordred  and 
a greed  Vpon  that  ye  Inhabitance  of 
the  Towne  hath  apoyented  the  (irst 
third  day  of  march  next  and  m>  ye 
tirs t third  day  of  march  the  next 
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yea  re  folowing  and  so  from  yeare  to 
yeare  to  Continue  Vntill  such  time 
as  the  Towne  shall  see  Causes  to 
alter  it,  for  to  Chose  ofeeers  for  the 
Carying  on  ye  Townes  afares  and 
other  matters  of  Concerment  which 
nesesariy  fales  in  to  be  don  on  that 
day  Voated 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  on 
ye  6 day  of  march  1665 

Ensigue  Howlett  and  Lint  Pebo- 
dy  are  Chosen  to  Exchange  some  of 
the  Townes  Common  Land  neere  to 
Luke  Weaklins  with  Thomas  Per- 
kins for  Land  of  his  to  make  his 
Line  straight  for  bis  Conueniance  of 
fencing  and  not  to  damnifie  the 
Towne  Voated 

ffrances  pebody  Thomas  perkins 
and  John  Hedington  are  Chosen  by 
the  Iuhabitance  of  the  Towne  to 
Lay  out  fifty  acres  of  Land  for  the 
Vse  of  the  ministrey  at  Topsfield 
Wee  accordingly  haue  don  it  Wee 
haue  Laid  out  fifty  acres  in  medow 
and  Vpland : where  as  there  is 

sence  two  e[a]crs  of  this  ffiafty  it 
being  medow  Lying  betwene  mudey 
sprieng  and  Luke  Wakling  giuene  to 
Mr.  Capen  sence  at  a ginerall  Towne 
meeting  by  a ginerall  Yoate  of  the 
Towne  : and  a stripe  of  medow  one 
ye  norwest  side  of  bare  hill  wee 
Layed  it  for  eaight  eacrs  be  it  more 
or  Less:  and  a Leuen  eacres  of 

Vpland  one  the  south  side  of  bare 
hill  a Jodinging  to  the  house  and 
twenty  nine  eaekres  of  Vpland  Liing 
one  ye  south  of  mr  perkins  field  that 
is  by  ye  meeting  house  and  a plaine 
Commonly  Caled  the  bare  hill  plaine 
one  ye  nore  west  end  and  ye  Towne 
Common  one  ye  southwest  side  and 
ye  Towne  Common  one  ye  east  or 


southeast  end  to  mr  perkins  Land. 

frrainces  pebody  Thomas  perkins  1 
and  John  Wilds  Deputed  by  the  1 
Towne  to  Vew  A percell  of  Land  j 
Which  Edmond  Bridges  desiered  to  l 
haue  of  the  Towne  Wee  haue  so  * 
don  and  bounded  it  as  followeth  l 
from  the  Riuer  About  A Valey  that  i 
is  in  the  Island  according  as  the  I 
trees  are  marked  A tree  that  stands  \ 
in  A poyut  of  rockes  Close  by  the  * 
Riuer  and  so  from  tree  to  tree  as  : 
thay  be  marked  ouer  to  the  sid  of  the  j 
Vpland  to  the  other  sid  of  the  swamp 
so  wee  haue  marked  trees  all  aLong  j 
as  the  swamp  goeth  as  the  trees  are  \ 
marked  to  the  Riuer  A gain  e at  the  , 
Vpper  eud  of  the  medow  next  the  1 
Bridge,  for  and  in  Consideration  of  i 
this  Land  the  said  Pfdmond  Bridges  ; 
is  to  a Lowe  the  Towne  thurtv  five  - 
shilings 

the  fift  11m  1665  Edmond  Bridges  j 

At  a Lawfull  Townemeetiug  the  | 
19  of  march  1666-7  ordred  by  the 
Iuhabitance  that  all  fences  about 
Oorne  ffeilds  with  in  ye  bounds  of 
the  Towne  shall  be  made  of  fiue 
railes  and  thay  shall  be  well  piased  ; 
and  what  other  feuce  is  set  Vp  by 
any  shall  be  equiuelant  to  a fine 
raile  fence  and  to  bee  set  Vp  and  in 
good  repare  by  ye  twenty  of  apriell 
next  and  so  to  Continue  from  time 
to  time  Votel  such  time  as  ye  Towne 
see  Case  to  alter  it  on  penaltie  of 
paying  one  sibling  a day  as  a fine 
for  euery  day  defect  Isacke  Estey 
and  William  Smith  are  Chosen  to 
Vew  the  sd  fences  and  take  the  fines 
the  one  halfe  for  the  Townes  vse 
the  other  halfe  for  themselues  not 
withstanding  any  former  Towne 
order.  Voated 
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Thomas  perkins  ffrancies  pebody 
and  John  Gould  are  Chosen  to  Yew 
and  a gree  with  Daniell  Borman  for 
| a hie  way  betwene  William  Aueriell 
I house  and  the  mill  throw  his  ground 
[ as  they  shall  see  most  Conuenyant 

Voted 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 

8 of  Apriell  16G7 

The  Towne  hath  granted  Liberty 
to  William  Aueriell  and  Daniell 
Borman  to  make  a dame  at  the  mile 
brooke  a rode  and  a halfe  aboue  the 
bridge  to  float  there  medow  prouided 
it  be  no  damige  to  the  Towne 

Voted. 

{Trainees  pebody  John  Gould  and 
John  Redington  are  Chosen  to  Vew 
and  Lay  out  a hie  way  from  the 
l meeting  house  to  Mr  Endicxat 
farme  soficant  for  Carts  Voted 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  ye  29  of 
Apriell  1667  It  is  ordered  that  ye 
house  and  land  apionted  and  Laid  out 
for  ye  Ves  of  ye  miuisterey  shall  so 
remaine  as  aboue  said  for  Euer  and 
that  this  order  be  recorded  in  ye 
County  records  Voted 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 

9 of  July  1667  The  Inhabitance  of 
ye  Towne  hath  Left  to  ye  descretion 
of  the  selectmen  or  maior  part  of 
them  to  Lay  out  a hie  way  from  ye 

; Common  ground  Which  Lys  on  ye 
j.  south  sid  of  mile  brooke  ouer 
againts  Goodman  Dorman  and 
sargt  pebodvs  to  Ensigne  Howlett 
1 brooke  notwithstanding  any  for- 
; mer  Towne  order  Whatsoeuer 

Voted 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
31  desember  1667  The  Towne  hath 
a greed  that  homesoeuer  shall 


ether  fale  or  lope  any  tree  great  or 
smale  within  twenty  pole  of  the 
meeting  house  shall  pay  to  ye 
Townes  Vse  twenty  shiiings  for 
euery  such  defalt  Voted 

The  three  men  namly  ffrancies 
pebody  Thomas  perkins  and  John 
Wilds  which  were  chosen  by  ye 
Towne  to  Exchang  a percell  of 
Land  with  John  How,  according  to 
our  order  we  haue  Exchanged  about 
three  acres,  wee  haue  Layed  out 
eaight  rods  Wide  at  one  end  next 
John  How  and  almost  nine  rods  at 
the  other  end,  at  ye  end  of  Mr  per- 
kins Land  next  John  ffrench  border- 
ing Vpon  the  Common- 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
13  day  nouember.  1668.  ffrainces 
pebody  John  Gould  John  Wilds 
Thomas  Baker  and  Edraon  Townes 
are  Chosen  thay  or  ye  Maior  part  of 
them  to  Lay  out  and  deuide  the  Com- 
mon on  Salam  side  of  the  Riuer  all 
that  Which  is  to  be  deuided  notwith- 
standing any  former  Chouse  or 
Towne  order  according  to  the  Towne 
order  made  in  the  yeare  1661.  Voted. 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
15  Jenewory  1668,  The  Inhabitance 
of  the  Towne  hath  giuen  Samuel 
Howlett  an  inuitation  to  Come  in  to 
the  Towne  and  set  Vp  his  trade 


of  smithing  to  doe 

ye 

Townes 

worke 

Voated. 

apon  Cousidration 

yt 

Samuel 

Howlett  promiseth  to  ye  Towne  to 
Come  and  set  Vp  his  trade  iu  the 
Towne  and  doe  there  Worke  thay 
haue  giuen  to  him  four  eacrs  of 
Land  Vpon  the  Common  hill  next  to 
William  Smith  and  John  ffruineh 
Land  Voted. 
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Thomas  perkins  John  ff  ranch  & 
John  Redington  are  Chosen  to  Lay 
out  the  a boue  said  fouer  eacrs  of 
Land  to  Samuel  Howlett 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Under 
Wrighteen  being  Chosen  by  the 
Towne  ye  13  of  Non  ember  1668  to 
deiuede  ye  Comman  one  Salam  side 
of  ye  Riuer  all  that  Which  is  to  bee 
deiuded  not  withstanding  any  former 
Chouch  or  Towne  order  according  to 
the  Towne  order  made  in  ye  yeare 
1661  : and  according  to  the  Rule  ye 
Towne  api unted  in  ye  yeare  1664.  to 
deuide  ye  Common  by  wee  haue  don 
et  as  foleth  in  to  three  Deuisions  as 
ye  Towne  ordered  in  ye  yeare  1664 
and  as  there  seuerall  proportions 
was  by  there  Rate  to  ye  minister  in 
ye  yeare  1664  hee  that  paid  ffiuty 
shilings  one  of  ye  great  shares  and 
hee  that  paid  vnder  ffiuty  to  twenty 
one  of  ye  midell  shares  and  hee  that 
paid  vnder  twenty  shilings  a singell 
share : 

The  Land  Lyes  in  two  parcell  the 
forst  part  is  Bounded  Two  wards  ye 
West  with  mr  Endiekat  Land  and 
Twowards  ye  south  with  ffarmer 
porters  Land  and  Twowards  the  east 
with  Joseph  Porters  Laud  and  Salam 
Line  and  Twowards  ye  North  with 
ye  Cowe  Comman  beLonging  to 
Topseild.  The  seckond  parcell  is 
bouudea  with  Mr  Endiekat  Land 
Twoward  ye  North  and  Twowards 
ye  Weast  with  ye  Riuer  Commonly 
Caled  Ipswich  Riuer  and  Twowards 
ye  south  with  Land  that  Lliut 
Thomas  Putnam  Laves  Clame  to  & 
Land  of  William  Hobes  and  easterly 
with  ye  land  of  ffarmer  porter  <£ 
William  Hobos  hU  Land  : and  where 
wee  did  find  parson  or  parsons  that 


ware  Dead  or  had  sou  Id  them  selves 
out  of  ye  Towne  before  wee  deuided 
ye  Land  we  Laved  ye  deuistionof 
Common  Land  that  was  ordered  to 
bedeuied  to  ye  Tnhobatants  in  ye 
yeare  1661  to  ye  Land  of  those  that 
ware  entred  in  ye  Towne  Booke 
Namely  Zacheus  Gould  was  Dead 
wee  Laved  his  deuision  to  his  Land 
and  seuerall  others  that  ware  ether 
Dead  or  eles  had  sould  all  there 
housing  and  Land  in  Topsfield  wee 
Laved  out  noe  Land  to  any  that  was 
gone  out  of  ye  Towne  but  to  ye 
Land  that  they  had  or  did  Liue  one 
in  Topseild  when  the  acte  was  past 
by  ye  Towne  in  ye  yeare  1661. 

The  Bredth  of  ye  Lots  in  the  yt 
first  deuistion  is  as  foleth  beging  at 
mr  endichat  Land 

1 forst  lot  is  six  rod  short  of  ye 
Bound  tree  betweene  ye  Cow 
Common  & ye  Lot. 

2 Lot  is  twenty  6 rod  brode 

3 lot  is  twenty  two  rod  brod 

4 lot  is  ninteeue  rod  brod 

5 lot  is  sixteen e rod  brod 

6 lot  is  foorteene  rod  brod 

7 lot  is  threeteen  rod  brod 

8 lot  is  tweuele  rod  brod 

9 lot  is  a Leunn  rod  6c  ahalfe  brod 

10  lot  a Leauene  rod  brod 

11  lot  is  ten  rod  & ahalfe  brod 

12  lot  is  ten  rod  broad 

13  lot  is  nine  rod  6c  three  quarters 
brod 

14  lot  is  nine  rod  & fine  foot  brod 

15  lot  is  nine  rod  tfc  fiue  foot  brod 

16  lot  is  eaight  road  & a lialfe  broad 

17  lot  is  eaight  rod  & an  a quarter 
brod 

18  lot  is  eaight  road  broad 

19  lot  is  seuene  road  an  three  quartere 
broad 


. 
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1 20  lot  is  seuene  road  an  three  quartere 

broad 

i 21  lot  is  seuene  rod  & a halfe  brod 
22  lot  is  seuene  rod  an  a halfe  brod 
| 23  lot  is  six  rod  an  three  quarters  brod 

; 24  lot  is  six  rod  an  a quarter  brod 

25  lot  is  six  rod  and  halfe  a quarter 
brod 

26  lot  is  six  rod  an  halfe  a quarter 
brod 

[ 27  lot  is  six  rod  an  two  foot  brod 

28  lot  is  six  rod  brod 

29  lot  is  six  rod  wanting  two  ffoot 

[ 30  lot  is  hue  rod  an  twelle  ffoot  brod 

31  lot  is  hue  rod  an  Leuene  foot  four 
euchies 

32  lot  is  hue  rod  an  ten  foot 

33  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  nine  foot 

34  lot  is  hue  rod  an  eaight  foot  an  a 
halfe 

35  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a halfe 

36  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

37  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 
l 38  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

39  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

40  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

41  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

42  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

43  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

44  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

45  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

46  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

47  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 
l 48  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 
? 49  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a halfe 

the  47  lot  and  ye  48  lot  an  ye  49  lot 
is  to  haue  all  ye  Land  from  y[e]  46 
l lot  to  Joseph  porters  Line  audSalatn 
Line  to  Joseph  porter  marked  tree  a 
S'  Littell  wayes  of  wheele  brooke  at  ye 
[ Norwest  end  of  his  ye  sd  porter 
farmc  and  these  three  Lots  namely 
ye  : 47  : 48  : 49  : Lot  is  to  bee  fiue 
rod  an  a halfe  broad  apeee  apon  ye 


Cow  Common 

50  lot  is  twenty  rod  broad  beecase 
ye  Land  shortens 

51  lot  is  twenty  two  rod  broad 

52  lot  is  twenty  fouer  rod  broad 

53  lot  is  to  haue  all  to  Joseph  porter 
Line  of  that  deuistion  of  Land 

54  lot  is  to  rune  downe  by  ye  Coue 
Common  and  but  one  ye  medoe  downe 
twords  Deckou  Thomas  perkins  ye 
bread  of  et  is  ten  rod  and  et  dos  but 
at  ye  other  end  a gaints  ye  53  lot. 

55  lot  ruing  by  ye  sid  of  ye  54  lot 
being  ten  rod  broad 

56  lot  rueing  as  ye  a boue  sd  being 
ten  rod  broad 

57  lot  rueing  as  ye  a boue  sd  lots 
being  ten  rod  broad 

58  lot  is  twelue  rod  broad 

59  lot  is  ffiueeteene  rod  broad  be- 
case  wee  conseaue  et  dos  shorten  by 
Joseph  porters  Land  and  Salams 
Land 

There  is  a smale  stripe  of  Laud 
Lefte  by  ye  Last  Lot  and  Sal  am 
Line  ye  meins:  is  et  tis  betwene  ye 
59  lot  and  Salam  Line  : 

The  seckond  deuistion  being  that 
wee  Cale  Stickey  medoe  beging  mr 
endickat  ffarme  vp  to  that  Land  as 
Lliut  Thomas  putman  Laves  Clame 
the  Lots  butting  apon  farmer  porter 
Land  and  soe  ruing  to  ye  Kiuer  Caied 
Ipswich  Kiuer  wesword 
there  is  flinty  fiue  of  these  Lots  Laid 
out  fiue  rod  and  a halfe  broad  these 
ffiutev  fiue  Lots  but  one  ffarmer  porter 
Land  being  at  fiue  rod  and  ahalfe 
broad  at  that  end  and  at  ye  Kiuer 
fouer  rod  an  a halfe  broad  there  is 
fouer  Lots  more  that  dos  but  apon 
William  Hobos  is  Land  and  at  W ill : 
Hobes  Land  tliay  are  seuenteene  rod 
an  a halfe  broad  so  Ruling  vp  to 
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Lliut  Thomas  putnam  Line. 

Wee  whos  hands  are  vnder  wrigh- 
teen  do  Testitie  that  wee  haue  Laid 
out  ye  Lots  as  is  here  in  expresed 
Witness  our  hands 
Dated  march  16G8  John  Gould 

Thomas  Baker 
John  wills 
francies  pabody 
At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
2 march  1668  or  69. 

The  Towne  hath  a greeed  that  it 
shall  be  Leagall  waring  for  Euery 
Teme  or  parson  that  is  warned  to 
hie  way  work  by  the  seruaiers  or 
there  order,  the  seruaiers  or  ther 
order  shall  giue  two  dayes  or  two 
nights  at  Least  waring  to  euerey  teme 
and  person  thay  shall  warne  into  hie 
way  worke,  and  farder  the  Towne 
hath  ordred  yt  any  teme  warned  as 
aboue  said  by  ye  seruaiers  or  there 
order,  shall  refuse  or  ui gleet  to 
atend  the  'Townes  seruies  which 
they  are  thus  Caled  Vnto  Shall  pay 
seuene  sibling  for  each  dayes  niglect 
as  afiue  for  ye  Townes  Vese,  and 
also  the  parsons  so  warned  as  aboue 
said,  and  shall  refuse  or  niglect  ye 
seruies  thay  are  Caled  to  doe  shall 
pay  as  atine  for  ye  Towne  Vse  two 
shillings  six  pence  a man  for  euerey 
day  uiglect  the  which  lines  the  ser- 
uayers  shall  gather  Vp  with  out 
parshaliety  and  give  in  thre  a Counte 
to  ye  Towne  at  a Towne  meeting 

Voted. 

The  Towne  hath  exceppected  Wil- 
liam Nicklas  and  John  Xicklas  and 
William  Hobes  from  hie  Way 
worke  in  ye  Towne  apon  Considra- 
tion  thay  Line  reinoate : and  apon 
Condition  thay  mak  there  one  hie 
waves  to  Topsfeid  Bridge  nere  to 


Joseph  Towns  his  house  Voted. 

It  is  also  ordered  and  agreed  apon 
With  Ensigne  Thomas  Howlett  that 
thay  will  make  and  rnaintaine  a 
bridge  ouer  ye  Brooke  by  Ensignes 
house  in  ye  way  as  wee  goe  to  Ips- 
wich ye  one  halfe  to  be  don  by  the 
Towne  and  the  other  halfe  by  ye  sd 
Ensigue  Voted. 

At  a Towne  Meeting  ye  11  of  ye 
3m.  1669.  Liut  ffrainees  pebody 
Ensigne  John  Gould  Edmond 
Townes  Thomas  Baker  & John 
Wilds  being  Chosen  to  deuide  ye 
Common  on  ye  other  side  of  ye 
River  : accordingly  haue  don  it  and 
declared  ye  same  to  ye  Towne  at  a 
Towne  meeting  and  is  excepted  by 
ye  Towne  Voted. 

and  also  they  hane  agreed  to  Cast 
Lotes  for  it  that  euery  one  There  by 
may  know  what  is  his  Chare  and 
Where  it  Lyes  Voted 

The  Towne  hath  ordered  yt  the 
highway  which  Lyeth  on  ye  south 
sid  of  Mr  perkins  his  house  and  Lot 
ffrom  William  Auericll  house  to  ye 
Common  shall  be  Laid  downe  and 
one  other  Way  one.  ye  north  side  of 
the  said  house  and  Land  shall  be 
Laid  out  and  ye  Towne  has  Chosen 
Liut  trainees  pebody  Ensigne  Johu 
Gould  and  Thomas  perkins  to  Lay 
out  ye  said  hie  wav  Voted. 

The  Inhabitance  being  meet  to  gath- 
er to  Cast  Lotes  ytouery  one  yt  hatha 
share  in  ye  Common  Land  may  know 
what  his  share  is  and  where  it  Lyes, 
the  Lots  which  are  Cast  are  in  order 
as  foloweth  the  first  Lot  which  is 
next  Mr  Endiekat  medow  and  the 
Cow  Common  and  yt  euerey  mans 
share  whether  singell  dobell  or 
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trebelle  shall  Ly  to  gather  in  Each 
deuision  to  each  party,  ys  fiorst 
Lot  tales  to  Zacheus  Gould  Land  ye  2 
to  Vsaltons  Land  ye  3 to  William 
Nicklas  ye  4 to  Jacob  Townes  ye  5 
to  John  Redington  ye  6 to  Isacke 
Comings  Jur  ye  7 to  Mr  Bakers 
Land  ye  8 to  Thomas  Dorman  ye  9 
to  John  Wilds  ye  10  to  William 
Smith  ye  11  to  Thomas  Browing  ye 
12  to  Mr  Endickat  ye  13  to  raathu 
Stanley  ye  14  to  Antony  Carell  land 
ye  15  to  Isacke  Estey  ye  16  to 
ff ranees  Bates  Laud  ye  17  to  Mr 
Bradstreet  Land  ye  18  to  Thomas 
perkins  ye  19  to  Robard  Androws 
Land  ye  20  to  Llumkins  Lot  ye  21 
to  Edmon  Townes  the  22  to  William 
EuenesLand  ye  23  to  Joseph  Townes 
ye  24  to  John  How  ye  25  to  Edmond 
Bridges  house  that  he  had  had  in 
Topseild  in  the  year  64  ye  26  to 
to  ffrainces  pebody  ye  27  to  mr  per- 
kins ye  28  to  Daniell  Clarke  ye  29 
to  Ensigue  Hewlett  ye  30  to  Isacke 
Comings  senr  and  as  for  ye  Lots  of 
the  other  deuision  which  ye  stickey 
medow  is  part  of  is  Loted  out  after 
this  order  as  faleth  to  each  party  or 
each  partyes  Land  as  there  seuerali 
Lots  Ly  2 : 3 & 4 . 

Mr  Bradstreet  share  to  his  Land  is 
nomber  03  Mr  Endickat  share  to  his 


Land  is  25 

Mr  Perkins  16 

Mr  Baker  12 

Tho  Dorman  15 

ffraucs  pebody  29 

Will  Euenes  share  27 

Daniell  Clarke  02 

Isacke  Comings  senr  18 

Isacke  Comings  Jur  14 

Ensign  Howlett  08 

Will  Smith  17 


ffrances  Bates  share  19 

John  Wilds  30 

John  Redington  20 

Tho : perkins  24 

The : Browing  23 

John  How  10 

Zacheus  Gould  share  [h]i3  Land  01 
Jacob  Townes  04 

Isacke  Estey  ' 05 

William  Townes  06 

Edmond  Townes  21 

Mathu  standly  18 

Anthony  Carell  share  to  his  Land 
in  ye  Towne  is  07 

Edmond  Bridges  share  to  his 

house  and  Land  in  ye  Towne 
is  in  09 

Will  Nicklas  22 

Vseltons  share  to  his  Land  in 
ye  Towne  11 

Llumkins  Land  2S 

Robard  Androws  26 


At  a Llawfull  Towne  meeting  15th 
Noumber  1669.  Jacob  Townes  & 
Joseph  Townes  are  Chosen  to  Lay 
out  a highway  ffrom  ye  Bridge  oner 
ye  Riuer  by  William  Townes  of  one 
pole  wide  to  William  Nicklas  ffarme 
Which  he  Liue  apon  and  also  to 
William  Hobes  Land  Voted. 

Jacob  and  Joseph  Townes  being 
Chosen  to  Lay  out  a highway  from 
the  Bridge  ouer  ye  riuer  by  William 
Townes  of  one  pole  Wide  to  William 
Nicklas  farme  which  he  Liues  apone 
and  also  to  William  Hobes  baue 
acordingly  don  it. 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  3 
of  Jenewary  1670,  The  Towne  bath 
ordered  ye  Clarke  to  recorde  the 
Lotes  Which  are  one  ye  other  side 
of  the  riuer  according  to  the  derex- 
tions  that  ye  Commity  Chosen  for 
the  Laying  out  of  ye  said  Lots  shall 
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derecte  him  Voted. 

Lliut  ffrainees  pebody  Ensigne 
John  Gould  and  Thomas  perkins 
being  Chosen  by  ye  Towne  to  Lay 
out  a highway  through  part  of  Wil- 
liam Aueriell  Land  and  through  part 
of  Daniell  Borman  Land  to  the 
Northward  side  of  Mr  perkins  his 
home  ffeild  haue  accordingly  don  it 
ye  Which  highway  is  Laid  out  from 
the  Vpper  End  of  William  Aueriell 
orchard  one  rod  an  a halfe  wide  to 
ye  afore  said  northward  side  of  Mr 
perkins  his  feild  and  so  through 
Daniell  Borman  Land  one  ye  north- 
ward sid  of  Mr  perkins  ffeild  to  the 
former  highway  againe. 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  7 
march  1670  or  71. 

The  Towne  has  impowred  the  sec- 
lectmen  to  petition  to  the  Court  to 
git  ye  Bridge  ouer  ye  Reiuer  by  old 
Goodman  Townes  to  be  maintained 
one  ye  County  a Count.  Voted 

The  Towne  is  willing  that  Lliut 
pebody  should  set  vp  a saw  mille 
prouided  it  dos  not  doe  damige  to 
any  of  the  Towne  men  in  there  med- 
owes  Voated 

It  was  Voated  that  ye  Towne 
should  yearely  Chose  there  Clarke 
for  ye  Towne  and  also  there  seclect- 
meu  by  papers 

The  Town  has  granted  Liberty  and 
impowered  ye  seclectmeu  in  the  be- 
halfe  of  ye  Towne  to  agree  with 
Lliut  pebody  about  the  lliges  Ether 
by  saile  or  rent  as  thay  see  gcod 

Voted 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
noumber  1G71.  The  Inhabitance  of 
Topsfeild  has  manifested  by  a Voate 
that  thay  doe  not  desier  that  our 
Neaighabers  of  ye  Vilige  which  dos 


ordenerly  here  the  Word  of  god 
amongst  vs  should  pay  or  be  Charged 
With  ye  maintaing  of  it  in  Topsfeild 
noe  Longer  then  till  it  please  god 
thay  be  abel'l  to  maintaine  ye  word  a 
mongst  themselues  and  haue  a min- 
ister settled  amongst  themselues  for 
to  despence  ye  word  of  God  to  them 

Voted 

At  a Llawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  5 
march  1671  or  72. 

The  Towne  has  also  Voated  that 
ye  Viligers  shall  haue  Lliberty  to  set 
Vp  a house  for  to  shelter  there  hors- 
es in  neere  to  ye  meeting  house 
Where  ye  seclectmen  and  thay  shall 
thinke  tite  or  most  Conuincat  and 
also  a house  for  to  shelter  them- 
selues in  with  a tier  in  it  duering  so 
Louge  as  thay  doe  Contriubute  to  ye 
ministerey  here  in  Topslield  accord- 
ing to  what  thay  haue  raenened 
Vnder  there  hands  and  also  the 
Towne  has  admited  and  aLowed  of 
ye  Viligers  to  haue  a Voce  and  Coyce 
of  a ministerey  here  in  Topsfeild  as 
the  Towme  themselues  haue  during 
the  time  of  there  Contriubuting  to  ye 
ministerey  in  Topsfeild  Voated 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
18:  1 m:  71  or  72.  The  Towne  dos 
grant  to  Deckon  Howlett  Lliut  pe- 
body and  lsacke  Estey  Joseph  Towns 
Corpr  edmond  Townes  and  Thomas 
Baker  all  the  swampe  medow  that 
Lyeth  apon  ye  Liner  Caled  Ipswich 
Riuer  extending  from  the  Lower  part 
of  the  Gouners  medow  doune  to  the 
bndg  that  goeth  ouer  ye  riuer  be 
Low  old  Goodman  Townes  for  an  in 
Considration  of  fifty  pounds  ye 
Towne  hath  Rescued  of  the  aboue 
named  parties  this  medow  here  in 
menened  Lyeth  one  the  south  side  of 
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; Ipswich  riuer  Voated 

[ A cording  to  a Towne  order  and  as 

j ye  Towne  had  impowered  vs  at  a 
Towne  meeting  ye  seuenth  of  march 
\ 1670  or  71.  Wee  accordingly  iiaue 
don  it.  Wee  the  selectmen  haue 
sould  to  Liiut  pebody  the  Rigies  that 
' is  fenced  in  and  ye  bounds  of  it  as 
ye  fence  now  stands  ye  Riges  Lyes 
one  ye  south  side  of  ye  brooke 
■ againts  his  orchard,  the  which  hee  is 
to  a Low  twenty  line  shilings  for  ye 
riges,  and  he  has  discounted  with  Vs 
ye  selectmen  ye  twenty  flue  shilings 
; for  ye  Vese  of  ye  Towne. 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
march  1672  or  73  It  is  ordred  vt 
ye  seclectmen  shall  haue  power  to  Lay 
out  ye  bounds  where  the  fence  shall 
stand  by  the  medow  side  for  John 
Honey  upon  ye  south  west  side  of  ye 
| brooke.  Voted. 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  }Te  sec- 
? lectmen  ye  30  Aprell  1673.  It  is 
ordred  and  a greed  vpon  that.,  all 
f Swine  shall  be  Ringed  soficantly  from 
time  to  time  from  ye  pobiliticatior.  of 
this  order  till  the  15  of  Nouember 
and  Euerev.  swine  that  shall  bee 
; found  not  Ringed  from  a quarter 
I ould  and  Vpward  shall  forfe[t]  six 
[ pence  also  it  is  a greed  that  all  swine 
\ shall  bee  yoaked  that  dos  damige  by 
[ breakeing  into  Corne  feild  and  pas- 
ter throe  soficant  fences  after  noties 
\ giuenc  to  ye  owneres  of  such  swine 
thay  not  sped[ily]  yoaking  them 
[ shall  forfit  one  sibling  for  euery 
} swine  and  after  noties  giueue  to  ye 
j oneres  of  such  swine  thay  shall  fortit 
I twelue  pence  for  euery  day  till  thay 
yoake  them  and  such  swi[ne]  shall 
be  kept  yoaked  tell  lmlan  haruies  be 
ended  this  order  is  to  stand  from 


time  to  time  tell  ye  Towne  see  Case 
to  alter  it  not  with  standing  any 
formar  order.  Voated. 

Mickail  Dunell  is  Chosene  by  ye 
seclectmen  to  Looke  to  ye  yoaking 
and  ringing  of  hoges  and  ye  sd  Don- 
ieli  is  to  haue  one  halfe  of  ye  forlite 
for  his  payeues  as  is  expresed  in  ye 
order  aboue  Wrighteen  the  other 
halfe  hee  is  to  returne  to  ye  select- 
men Voated. 

At  a meeting  of  ye  seclectmen  ye 
14  of  11  m:  1673.  John  Gould  & 
ye  selectmen  Came  to  a recking  and 
did  cleare  all  a Counts  from  ye  be- 
ging  of  ye  World  to  this  day  the  se- 
lectmen giueing  John  Gould  his 
Towne  rate  this  yeare  as  ye  date 
aboue  make  mention  of  and  ye  sd 
Gould  dos  a quite  ye  Towne  of  all 
detes  dues  and  demands,  and  ye  fifty 
shilings  that  ye  Court  at  Ipswich  did 
order  ye  sd  Gould  to  take  of  the 
Towne  so  that  ye  seclectmen,  in  ye 
behalfe  of  the  Towne  dos  Cleare 
John  Gould  of  all  that  has  bin  paid 
to  ye  sd  Gould  by  Constabell  or  Col- 
lectors or  any  that  has  bin  apionted 
by  ye  Towne  or  seclectmen  to  pay 
any  thing  to  .John  Gould  ye  select- 
men being  Liiut  pebody  Thomas  per- 
kius  Thomas  Baker  Edmou  Townes 
and  this  is  or  a greement  as  witnes 
our  hands  ye  day  and  yeare  aboue 
Wrighteen  and  Sargt  Bixby  dote  is 
in  eluded  that  ye  Towne  dos  owe  ye 
sd  Bixby  which  is  fiue  pounds  that 
should  be  paid  to  ye  sd  Gould,  the 
seclectmen  giueing  ye  sd  Gould  power 
to  demand  of  the  said  John  llouey 
Constabell  for  ye  yeare  72  the  tine 
pounds  that  was  put  into  ye  Towne 
rate  and  Commited  to  him  to  gather 
Vp  and  if  ye  sd  Honey  dos  refuse  to 
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pay  it  to  ye  sd  Gould  then  Wee  ye 
seclectmen  doe  Ingage  to  giue  ye  sd 
Gould  power  to  sue  for  it  the  sd 
Gould  guieing  the  seclectmen  a noat 
to  Sargt  Bixby  to  take  Vp  there  bill 
and  ye  sd  Gould  will  delie ur  Vp 
Sargt  Bixby  bill  to  him  as  witnes  or 
hands  this  14 ; 11  m : 1763. 

Witnes,  John  Gould 

John  Commings  ffrancis  pebody 
John  How  in  ye  name  of  ye  rest 
of  ye  selectmen. 

I Thomas  Baker  doe  binde  my 
selfe  to  ye  seclectmen  on  a bond  of 
sixty  foure  pounds  to  see  the  rate 
that  they  haue  by  warrant  vnder  ther 
hands  Commited  to  tree  to  gather  vp 
for  mr  Hubbord  I doe  by  these 
presant  in  gage  as  is  abone  sd  to  ye 
seclect  men  to  see  that  et  shall  be 
deleuered  to  mr  Hubbord  I haueing 
ye  ouer  pluch  of  ye  rate  for  my 
paynes  as  witnes  my  hand  this  19 
day  of  Jenewary  1674.  I the  sd 
Tho : Baker  doe  ingage  to  pay  to  mr 
Hubbord  61  lb.  [3]  s and  what  ye 
rate  dos  a mount  to  more  I ame  to 
haue  for  my  payines  I doeing  et  by 
ye  Last  of  July  after  ve  date  abone 
sd.  Thomas  Baker. 

a Rate  made  ye  9 day  of  ffebewary 
in  ye  yeare  1674  to  defray  ye  Townes 
detes  and  giuen  to  ye  Coustabell  of 
Topsfeild  or  his  deputy  to  gather  vp 
and  pay  as  derestion  is  giuen  to 
them  ye  rate  dos  a mount  to  281b 
08s  03d  ye  which  thay  stand  in  doted 
to  ye  Towue  tell  they  haue  discharged 
ye  rate  and  then  thay  shall  be  dis- 
charged 

ye  detes  is  261b  lls  0-sd 
so  that  ye  ouer  plush  of  ye  281b  08s 
03d  from  261b  lls  08d  and  there  rest 
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to  ye  Towne  011b  16s  03d 

John  how.  Constabel.  i 

j 

A t a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  3 j 
march  1673  or  74. 

The  Towne  has  Left  it  to  ye  sec- 
lectmen to  setteil  the  bounds  betwene 
the  Townes  Land  and  that  ffairme  as  ; 
was  Mr  Whittinggons.  Voted 

The  propriaters  haue  Chosen  the  i 
Lote  Layeres  or  ye  maior  part  of  4 
them  to  Record  how  thay  Laid  out  ye 
Lotes  one  ye  south  side  of  ye  riuer 
Whether  to  housing  & Land  or  to  ye  ’ 
parsons  that  did  Liue  in  the  housing 
in  ye  year  61  : with  ye  bredth  and 
Lenth  of  euerv  Lote. 

j 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the  . 
19  of  agust  1674.  The  Towne  made 
Chose  of  Isacke  Comings  senr  and 
Ensigne  John  Gould  and  Lliut  ffrain- 
ces  pebody  to  bound  the  medow  that 
old  Goodman  Gould  sou  Id  for  ye  ; 
Towne  to  seuerall  of  our  Neaibores,  j 
wee  the  ffore  named  persons  haue 
bounded  ye  medow  in  manner  as  fol- 
eth.  Wee  began e to  marke  trees  at 
ye  Clay  pits  there  ye  medow  begius 
there  wee  marked  two  trees  one 
Whiat  oake  betwene  ye  Claie  pites 
and  ye  rieur  and  a nolher  tree  neere 
to  ye  Clay  pites  one  ye  south  sid  one 
ye  egge  of  ye  Vpland  aua  a great 
Elmo  marked  by  ye  Vpland  side 
West  from  ye  Clay  pites  and  so  a 
Longe  with  marked  trees  by  ye  Up- 
land side  tell  wee  Came  neere  to  Mr 
Endiekat  medow  these  are  ye  bouuds 
of  that  medow  that  Lyeth  oue  the 
south  sid  ye  riuer  Caled  Ipswich 
riuer  a Joying  to  ye  riuer  from  mr 
Endiekat  fanne  doune  to  the  Clay 
pites  neere  to  the  Bridge  by  Joseph 
Townes  house. 
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Thomas  perkins  bounds  betwene 
his  Land  at  Billingate  and  the 
Townes  Common  Land,  the  first  tree 
marked  is  a popler  tree  neere  the 
medow  Caled  Robard  Smith  medow 
and  a heape  of  stones  from  thence 
southeast  two  a swamp  where  there 
is  two  popler  trees  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  betwene  them  and 
from  thence  to  a smale  wall  nuttree 
neere  to  a swampe  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it ; from  thence 
to  a smale  Whiat  oake  in  a swramp 
marked  and  a heape  of  stones  at  it 
neere  to  the  Corner  of  berzilah 
Barkers  Land. 

John  Wilds  his  bounds  betwene 
the  Towne  Land  and  his,  a great 
wdiiate  oacke  marked  from  thence  to 
a Littell  blake  ocke  marked  and  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it  from  thence  to 
a heape  of  stones  and  two  wallnuts 
trees  marked  from  thence  to  a stake 
and  a heape  of  stones  and  three  Lit- 
tell trees  marked  that  stands  neere 
to  ye  stake  & heape  of  stones  from 
thence  to  an  eleme  tree  marked  in  a 
swampe  neere  the  south  side  of  the 
swamp  from  thence  to  a heape  of 
stones  behind  William  perkins  house 
from  thence  to  a nother  heape  of 
stones  which  is  the  Corner  betwrene 
William  perkins  and  John  How 

John  How  bounds  from  a heape 
of  stones  that  are  the  Corner  bounds 
betwene  him  and  William  perkins 
from  thence  to  a heape  of  stones  that 
are  about  two  rode  and  a halfe  of 
his  barne  from  thence  to  a heape  of 
stones  neere  his  dweling  house  and 
from  thence  to  where  lie  Joynes  to 
Goodman  Clarke. 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  scc- 
lectmcn  ye  1 June  1075. 


’Isack  Estey  and  John  Robinson 
and  Jacob  Townes  are  Chosen  and 
apioynted  to  Yew  the  Way  one  ye 
south  sid  of  ye  Riuer  and  to  a Low 
of  it  as  thay  shall  see  good  that  W ay 
as  goeth  to  Salam  that  is  Complained 
of.  Voted 

this  is  a trew  Cope  of  a Recet  that 
Edmau  towne  twoke  of  the  Contre 
tresarer  mr  Rusil  as  a discarg  of  a 
contre  rate  that  was  mad  and  Com- 
ited  to  him  to  gather  vp  beiug  Con- 
stabel. 

Edmand  towrne  Constabel  of  tops- 
feiid  hath  paid  to  mee  twelue  pounds 
flue  shilings  and  seuen  pence  which 
is  in  full  of  thare  townes  proporcion 
of  the  Cuntre  Rate  for  the  vere  1674. 
witnes  mi  hand  the  4 iii  mo.  1675. 

by  me  Ricard  Rusil  treasurar 
ther  is  a Rate  mad  by  the  selaetmeu 
the  3 of  august  1675  for  the  defraing 
of  our  townes  proporcion  of  a singel 
Contre  Rate  dobeled  acording  to 
warant  that  we  Receued  from  the 
Contre  tresurer. 

this  Rate  Comited  to  the  Constabel 
iohn  how  is  twenti  flue  pound  six 
penc. 

at  a lafull  meeting  of  the  Selact- 
men  the  8 of  saptember  1675  wee 
hau  agreed  to  mak  a stone  wall 
aboute  the  meettiug  hous  for  fort  * 

* * the  wail  is  to  be  three  foote 
brod  in  the  botom  and  hue  foot  hie 

* * or  six  as  shall  be  thote  most 
Conueniant  with  a watch  hous  at  the 
south  est  Corner  with  in  this  wall 
ten  foot  square  this  is  to  be  don  by 
the  towne  and  except  such  as  do 
vsalli  Com  to  her  the  word  preched 
at  or  in  our  meeting  hows  will  halp 
the  towne  most  do  it  at  thar  one 
charge. 
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this  wall  is  to  be  ten  foote  from  the 
meeting  hous  side  and  ende  but  on 
the  south  side  it  is  to  be  twelue  foot 
be  twene  this  wall  and  the  hous  and 
the  wach  hows  Cornar  is  to  be  fore 
foot  from  the  hous  end. 

ther  is  a Rate  Comited  to  John  how 
Constabel  a sin  gel  Coutre  Rate  that 
a rnountes  to  a leuen  pound  ten  slill- 
ins  and  three  penc. 

also  ther  is  a nother  Rate  Comited  to 
John  how  Constable  that  is  Lvnaned 
by  warant  from  the  Contn  treserar 
that  a rnountes  to  seuen  singel  Centre 
Rates  which  som  is  Eighte  fore 
pound  and  seuenteene  shilens. 

• at  a meeting  of  the  selact  men  the 
10  of  Januari  1675  ther  was  a Rate 
Comited  to  John  how  Constable  for 
the  minester  which  Rate  arnountes 
to  sixte  on  pound  one  shilin  and  two 
penc  for  the  sad  Constable  to  gather 
in  spedeli  for  the  mantananc  of  our 
minister  60  pound  is  his  due  the  Re- 
mander  is  for  the  townes  use. 

John  how  Constabel  of  topsfeeid 
hath  payd  in  to  the  treserar  of  the 
Contrcy  the  8 October  1075  foie  and 
twente  pounds  eleuen  sliiligs  and  two 
pence  in  full  of  the  sad  townes  pro- 
porcion  to  the  two  extreoi  denari 
Rates  due  to  the  Contre  the  last  of 
October  last  past  as  the  some  is  al- 
lowed on  for  66. 

p.  me.  Richard  Kusil  treserar. 
at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selackt 
men  ther  was  a Rate  Comited  to 
John  how  Constable  for  to  gather 
and  pay  in  to  the  Contre  traserar  for 
our  townes  proporc.ion  being  Eighte 
fore  pound  this  is  Recorded  befor  in 
in  a nother  plae  the  who’  Rate  is 
Eighte  fore  pound  seaueuteenc  sibl- 
ings. 


at  a Lawfull  Towne  Meting  the  7 of 
March  1075-76.  Left,  ffrancis  pabody 
is  Chosen  Clark  to  kep  the  Towne 
Book  this  yere : 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the  7 of 
march  1675-76  its  agreed  that  selact 
men  shall  be  chosen  bi  nomenacion 
this  yere  and  vote[d]. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the  7 
march  1675-76  mr  thomas  baker  and 
Epherora  dorman  and  sargan  Reding- 
ton  and  francis  pabody  and  deeon 
perkens  all  of  them  are  Chosen  to  be 
selact  men  for  to  order  the  preudan- 
cell  afares  of  the  towne  this  yeare 
Insuing. 

John  How  is  Chosen  Constabell  for 
this  yere  in  suing  and  voted  1675-76. 
Jacob  towne  Is  Chosen  to  sarue  one 
the  Juri  of  triads  at  Ipswich  Corte 
next  in  suing. 

7 march  daniel  borman  and  Isack 
Este  ar  Chosen  soruaures  of  hiuaes 
and  fences  for  this  yeare  in  suing 

and  voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  7 march 
2,5  it  is  granted  that  samuel  howlet 
and  John  french  william  perkens 
iuner  and  micall  douell  that  thay 
shall  he  Comeuars  as  other  freehold- 
er are  In  our  Coman  laud  for  feed 
and  other  preulieges  voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the  7 
march  1675-76.  sargan  Rediugton 
and  John  wiles  and  frances  pabody 
ar  Chosen  a comite  for  the  towne  to 
agree  with  mr  thomas  backer  to  ax- 
chaug  a strip  of  land  that  lies  aioyne- 
iug  to  the  sad  mr  bakers  land  and 
also  to  satel  the  bouudes  of  his 
farme  voted. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  7 march  2£  it  is 
ordered  that  the  selact  men  shall  see 
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that  the  olde  book  the  towne  book 
shall  be  traucsribed  into  the  new 
book  and  that  the  land  on  the  south 
sid  the  Reuer  that  was  layed  out  by 
deuisians  to  the  seuerai  inhabetants 
the  selact  men  shall  see  that  ther 
lots  be  Recorded  acording  as  tha 
ware  lade  out  voted. 


at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  seiacki- 
men  the  forthenth  da  Juli.  76,  ther 
was  Comited  to  John  how  Coret^bel 
a Rate  for  the  dnfraing  of  tea  sin  gel 
Rates  which  Rate  araountes  to  a 
hondcred  and  twente  pound  for  the 
sad  Constabel  to  colackt  and  gather 
of  the  saueral  parsons  Ratabel  and 
eari  it  in  to  the  Contri  treserar. 

20.  7.  1675.  at  a iawfull  meeting 'of 
the  towne  Isaek  Comins  senar  is 
Chosen  graniuri  man  for  this  yeare 
Insuing  also  William  Auiril  is  Chos- 
en to  sarue  on  the  Jurie  of  trials  at 
Ipswich  Corte  next  Insuing. 

at  a meeting  of  the  seiackt  men  the 
29  of  desamber  1676  ther  is  a Rate 
for  the  mines  ter  Cc.mesd  to.  the  Ccu- 

stabel  John  how  to  gather  vp  . and 
care  in  to  mister  hobart  bis  due  is 
sixte  pound  but  the  Rate  amountes 
to  sixte  two  pound  and  about  twelue 
shilins. 

Rescued  this:  13th:  3d:  75.  of 
Ephraim  Dorman  Constable  of  Tops- 
Mid  in  full  their  Townes  preportion 
to  the  Cuntry  Rate  for  one  singgle 
Rate  and  three  quorters  the  some  of 
ninetcene  pounds  eight  siblings  nud 
six  pence. 

I say  rescued  for  the  yeare  73. 
by  me 

Rishard  Russell  Treasurer. 


Mr  Hobard 
111b:  2s:0d 

Mr  Russells 
81b  :6s:  6d 


this  is  a true  Coppy 
of  the  trasurrs  re- 
seight  taken  by  me 

frances  pabody  Clarke 


dated  the  29  of  January  1676. 


this  fift  of  febrnari  1676  ther  is  a 
Rate  for  the  defraing  of  Indian  ware 
Charges  Containing  six  singe!  Con- 
trerates  Rates  which  amonnteth  to 
fifte  three  pound  and  sixteene  shilens 
this  Rate  is  delivered  to  John  How 
Constabel  for  to  gather  vp  and 
deleuer  to  the  Contre  tresarer  or  his 
assigns  acordingli  as  he  hath  dira- 
cion  In  the  tresares  warrant. 


at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
2.  1676—77  Isack  Comings  senr.  is 
Chosen  moderater  this  present  meet- 
ing voted. 

it  is  agreed  that  the  selact  men 
shall  be  Chosen  by  nominacion  not 
withstanding  ani  formorordr  voted. 

it  is  agreed  that  the  Clarke  shal 
be  Chosen  bi  nominacion  this  day 
for  this  yeare  insuing — voted  not 
with  standing  ani  forrnor  order. 

Lef tenant  Pebody  is  chosen  Clarke 
for  the  yeare  inseuiug  voted. 

John  how  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  the  yeare  insuing  voted. 

the  towne  hath  granted  to  John 
how  a slip  of  land  to  John  how  of 
two  rod  and  half  brod  at  his  barn 
and  to  Com  to  nothing  at  his  stak  at 
his  bond  stak  to  wards  the  bridg  bi 
goodman  Clarks. 

Ensignc.  goold  sargen  towne  decon 
perkeings  John  Redington  and 
frances  pabody  ar  Chosen  selactweu 
for  the  yere  in  suing  - - - - voted. 

John  Comings  is  Chosen  to  sarue 
on  the  Juri  of  trials  the  naxt  Cort  at 
Ipswich  - - - - voted. 
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John  french  and  John  Robeson 
are  Chosen  seruares  for  hi  was  to 
see  that  thay  be  mad  pasabel  as  the 
law  requires  - - - - voted. 

the  seruares  hau  powr  and  here  by 
ar  impouered  to  tak  or  destrane  there 
fines  for  not  atending  the  mending 
hiwaes  after  legall  warning  two 
siblings  six  penc  for  eueri  dayes 
neglact  thay  hauing  two  dayes  warn- 
ing - - - - voted. 

John  Honey  and  Samuel  Howlat 
av  Chosen  to  see  to  the  mending 
fences  that  thay  see  that  thay  be  as 
town  orders  Require 

the  town  hath  agreed  to  Chang  a 
bout  half  anacor  of  vpland  for 
someth  madoo  with  Edman  towne 
decon  perkeings  and  frances  pabody 
ar  Chosen  to  see  it  don  - - - - voted 
* Reeeued  October  the  22th  1676 
from  John  how  Constabel  of  Tops- 
feeild  for  the  ycare  1675  the  som  of 
Eieucn  pownd  ten  siblings  and  three 
pence  in  some  that  being  in  full  of 
that  townes  singe!  Rate  for  the  a for 
saide  yere  as  witnes  mi  hand  as 
Exectetor  to  my  honored  father 
Richard  Rusiil  late  tresarer 

James  Rusiil 

This  is  a trew  Cope  of  the  Con- 
stabel John  how  his  Recet  that  he 
brot  from  the  tresarers  Excecttor. 

pr  mee  frauces  pabody  Clarke 
1676. 

thare  is  a towne  Rate  made  the 
three  and  twenteth  of  februari  for 
the  defraing  of  all  towne  debtes  as 
alsoe  whot  is  yet  oing  to  mr.  gilbrt. 

At  a lawful!  towne  meeting  march 
the  7.  1G76 — 77  the  towne  hath 
granted  to  wblliam  perkeings  iunar 
two  acores  of  vpland  liing  betwene 
his  one  house  and  the  swamp  that 
strip  of  land  that  was  axchangcd  for- 


mali  with  william  perkeings  for  land 
that  John  how  had  of  t[h]e  towne  i 
and  the  for  sayd  willi  perkeings  is  j 
to  pay  three  pownd  in  Corant  pay  to 
the  towne  voted. 

the  towne  hath  agreed  with  John  i 
Robeson  to  sweep  the  meeting  hows  < 
and  he  is  to  haue  tw’euti  five  shilings  j 
a yearc. 

also  he  is  to  dig  graucs  for  such  \ 
as  shall  Requir  him  and  he  is  to  haue  f 
three  sbilins  six  penc  for  al  graues  • 
abou  for  foot  long  and  two  and  six 
penc  for  al  vude[r]. 

the  towne  granted  to  exchang  a 
smal  strip  of  land  with  sargen  towne 
at  alawfull  towne  meeting  march  2 
1676 — 77  the  towne  made  Coyse  of  j 
decon  perkens  and  frances  pabody 
to  see  it  don  and  thay  the  afor  said  j 
men  on  the  sixt  of  aperill  did  goe  j 
and  see  it  don  and  it  is  thus  don 
from  a whit  oke  marked  on  the 
southe  sid  of  the  sad  Edman  townes 
madoe  land  to  a small  popeler  in  a j 
line  or  strait  Corse  and  that  popeler 
is  his  bound  Cornar  tree  next  to  the 
Coweman  and  from  that  popeler  strat 
to  the  Reuer  where  there  is  a small 
Red  oke  marked. 

In  august  1676  thare  was  a Rate  i 
made  and  Comitod  to  John  how’  Con-  ! 
stab[el]  to  gather  vp  and  pay  into 
the  tresarer  or  his  asignes  the  Rate 
is  six  singel  Contre  Rates  which  som 
amontes  to  fifte  three  pound  and 
thirteene  shilins. 

at  a meeting  of  the  select  men 
Jauuari  4 1677  ther  is  Comited  to  Jo 
how  Constable  two  Rates  on  is  the 
singel  Contre  Rate  which  amountes 
to  nine  pound  two  slblens  and  Eight 
penc  the  other  Rate  is  the  moni  Rate 
which  is  two  singel  Contre  Rates 
which  amountes  to  Eighteene  pound 
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five  shileings  and  fore  penc  which 
Hates  the  Constabel  is  to  gather  vp 
of  the  saueral  parsons  Ratabel  and 
pa  it  in  to  the  Contre  tresarer  or  his 
asignes. 

where  as  the  towne  mad  Coyse  of 
sargen  Redington  and  John  wiles 
seenar  and  frances  pabody  to  agree 
with  mister  baker  about  exchange  of 
a small  strip  of  land  about  three 
acores  and  a half  which  the  afor- 
named  men  haue  don  the  land 
that  mister  baker  hath  of  the  townes 
land  lieth  against  his  hous  in  part  as 
it  is  layd  out  and  the  bredth  at  the 
Est  end  is  ten  Rod  wide  and  a half 
from  the  Cornar  of  his  wall  which  is 
the  bounds  of  it  at  the  Est  ward 
Cornar  and  his  lin  is  to  Ron  from 
that  Corno[r]  of  his  land  to  a grat 
whit  oke  about  twente  and  hue  Rod 
distanc  sou  west  ner  to  the  hiwa  that 
lieth  or  ledath  from  the  falles  bridg 
to  the  meeting  howse  and  from  that 
whit  oke  vp  the  hill  as  the  fence 
Rones  tiiat  is  now  standing  which  is 
a hadg  and  to  go  strat  from  the  End 
of  that  fenc  to  a grat  Rad  oke  which 
is  marked  and  at  that  tree  the  land 
mr  baker  hath  of  the  towne  comes  to 
a pojmted  wedg,  now  the  bowndes 
of  mr  bakers  land  is  neer  along  bi  the 
way  from  the  foi  sade  oke  to  a small 
oke  marked  neer  the  hiwa  as  goes  or 
conies  from  or  to  the  meeting  hous 
and  from  that  small  oke  twente  and 
on  Rod  towardes  the  meeting  hoii3 
whcr  the  afore  named  men  did  agree 
with  mr  baker  that  his  bound  Coruor 
of  his  farm  should  be  now  this  on 
and  twente  Rod  from  the  small  oke 
to  the  bound  stake  and  from  this 
bound  stak  fiftc  and  lore  Rod  strat 
on  in  mr  bakeres  line  west  ward 
from  the  meeting  hous  where  was  a 


stak  sat  and  a heap  of  Rokes  lad 
about  the  stake  Rit  in  a beaten  hi- 
way  and  from  this  stak  and  heap  of 
stones  Rit  in  a line  to  the  afor 
named  small  oke  now  this  is  the  land 
the  towne  hath  of  mr  baker  twente 
one  Rod  brod  lifte  and  for  Rod  long 
Coming  to  a poynted  wedg  at  the 
end  of  fifte  fore  Rod  now  the 
boundes  of  mr  bakeres  land  from  the 
bound  stake  and  heap  of  stones  that 
is  at  the  End  of  the  land  the  towne 
hath  of  mr  baker  from  that  stak  and 
heaps  of  stones  Rit  in  a line  to  a 
marked  tree  at  the  foot  of  the  bridg 
nere  to  Ephrom  dormans  hous. 

20  Juue  1677. 

the  seclect  men  of  Topsfeild  doe 
aLow  a blake  rone  horse  of  John 
Gould  to  bee  alikely  horse  aCordiug 
to  Law  to  rune  apon  ye  Commons. 
June  1677. 

John  Comings  is  Chosen  graniure 
man  for  the  naxt  Cort  heeld  at  Ips- 
weech. 

August  26  1677. 

John  freuch  is  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  Juri  of  triads  the  naxt  Cort  hild 
at  Ipswich. 

Kuo  al  parsons  by  these  prcsants 
that  I doe  acquitt  and  discharge  the 
towne  of  topsfeild  of  and  from  thare 
three  first  Rates  of  sixte  pound  pr 
aaoin  for  my  labors  in  the  ministrey 
thare  I sa  I doe  fulli  acquitt  thare 
three  Rates  for  auu  72,  73,  74,  and 
haue  receued  them  trewli  and  fulli  as 
wittues  my  hand 

Jerimi  hobart. 

may  3da  1677  in  presence  of 
Thomas  baker  John  how  who  ware 
apoyuted  by  the  selct  men  to  acount 
the  Rates  aforesaid  with  my  selfe  as 
tha  say. 

Boston  this  : 17  : of  march  : 167S. 
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Receued  of  franses  Pebody  the  just 
sum  of  foure  pounds  in  mony  and  is 
in  full  to  pay  the  subscription  to  the 
contribution  for  the  new  buleding  for 
the  Colledge  j say  Receued  by  me 
william  Manning:  wittnes  Ilenry 

Bartholmew.  which  for  pownd  j tran- 
ces pabody  Receued  of  the  Constabel 
Samuel  Houlat  witnes  my  hand 

frances  pabody. 

at  a Meeting  of  the  freemen  the  22 
of  the  2 mo  1679,  Sargen  John  Red- 
ington  was  Chosen  gran  Juriman  for 
the  yeare  Insing  voted 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  14  iune  1679.  thay  hau 
worke  at  mr  hubba[rts]  to  make  a 
kage  fence  shall  pay  two  sibling  six 
penc  a day  from  sixteene  yeare  ould 
and  vpward  as  the  law  doth  not  free. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  John  how  was  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  Jurie  of  triales  the  naxt  Cort 
that  is  to  be  heeld  at  Ipswich,  13,  da 
of  saptember  1680.  voted 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  select 
men  13  of  the  7 month  1680,  a writ- 
ing to  John  hunk  in  to  fore  warne 
him  of  Coming  to  be  an  inhabetant 
in  oure  towne. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  may  1681,  Isack  este  senar 
was  Chose  to  be  graniure  man  fo  the 
[y]eare  insuing  voted. 

We  whos  names  are  under  writen 
hailing  power  from  the  Towne  to 
settell  bounds  with  those  that  Joyne 
on  our  Common  : we  haue  a cordingly 
agreed  with  mr  Timmothy  Pirkins  ; 
that  all  the  upland  and  medow  : that 
is  within  his  fence  at  this  time  Jenu- 
ary  ye  5th  1686  : in  the  field  by  the 
meeting  lions  nere  bare  hill : shall  be 


and  Remaine  to  him  and  his  heirs 
foreuer,  and  the  fence  as  it  now 
stands  shall  be  his  bounds  and  that 
it  shall  be  entered  in  our  Towne 
book  ; for  the  which  he  the  said  Tim- 
mothy Pirkins  doth  in  iage  to  pay 
two  pounds  eleuen  shilings 

Thomas  Baker 
John  How 
Jacob  Towne 

one  and  twenty  of  that  a bone 
mentioned  is  mony  I am  sertenly  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Thomas  baker  and 
Mr.  Timmothy  Pirkins. 

Ephraim  dorman. 
Decn  Isaac  Comings  Constable  of 
Topsfield  for  the  yeare  one  thousen 
six  hundred  and  eighty  six,  I say  re- 
reseued  of  him  ye  full  of  that  rate 
which  was  made  for  my  use  for  ye 
year  aforesaid  and  commited  to  him 
to  collect  I say  reseued  of  him  for 
that  yeare  in  full  for  what  was  com- 
mited to  him  to  gather 

by  me  Joseph  Capen. 
dat  Jan  26  : 1 69  J 
this  is  a true  coppy  entered  pr  me 
Ephraim  Dorman 

Recorder  for  Topsfield. 
reseued  ye  full  of  ye  rate  for  ye 
yeare  85  by  the  hand  of  Elisha  Pir- 
kins constable,  witnes  my  hand 

Joseph  Capen. 

May  21  :88  this  is  a true  copy  en- 
tered pr  me 

Ephraim  Dorman  Clarke. 
Charlstowne  18th  march  1690  : or  91. 

then  Rescued  of  mr  John  Towne 
Constable  of  Topsfield  three  twenty 
shilling  bills  of  creadit  and  thirty  six 
shillings  in  monv  and  is  in  full  of  ye 
two  mony  rates  : ; i a halfc  of  said 
Towne  ye  wholl  w the  remainder 
four  pounds  sixt  hillings  I say 
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reseued  pr  John  Phillips  Treasurer 
Copia  Vare — Ephraim  Dorman 

Towne  Clarke. 

Charlstowne  ye  sixt  of  may  1691. 

Reseued  of  mr  John  Towne  Cun- 
stable  of  Topsfield  eighty  pounds  in 
bills  Charged  on  said  Constable  and 
bills  of  Creadit  as  mony  in  full  of  ye 
ten  rates  which  he  was  to  Colect  of 
ye  inhabitence  of  said  Towne  by 
worrent  bareing  date  ye  2 of  Aprill 
1690.  1 say  reseued  pr  John  Phillips 
Treasurer. 

Copia  Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man Towne  Clarke 

Charls  Towne  ye  16  desember  1692 
the[n]  Reseued  of  mr  John  Towne 
Cunstable  of  Topsfield  ye  sum  of 
ninety  pounds  fiue  shillings  and  one 
penny  as  mony  in  pt  of  ye  twenty 
Rates  of  said  Town.  I say  Reseued 
pr  John  Phillips  Treasurer 

Copy  a Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man Town  Clarke. 

Boston  fabruary  22:1693-4. 

Reseued  of  mr  John  Towne  Con- 
stable of  Topsfield  ten  shillings  and 
six  pencb  bill  of  Creadit  and  four 
pounds  four  shillings  and  fiue  pence 
by  discount  for  my  master  James 
Tailor  Treasurer  iu  full  of  ye  twenty 
Rates  of  said  Townes  asesment 
04  : 14  : 1 1 pr  Jaremiah  Allin 
Copya  Vare — atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man Clarke. 

at  a meeting  of  the  selact  men  the 
forth  of  Januari  1677.  there  was  a 
Rate  Comited  to  Ensigne  goold  and 
John  how  for  to  gather  vp  and  pay 
in  to  the  ministar  mister  hobart.  tha 
ar  to  pay  to  the  ministar  sixte  pound 
and  tha  are  to  pay  John  Robesou 
twente  and  fine  shi lings  and  thay  ar 


to  haue  the  Rest  for  thar  paynes  or 
for  gathering  vp  the  ministeres  due 
and  John  Robesons  due. 

this  Rate  her  spesified  is  sixte  fiue 
pound  nine  shilings  and  ten  penc. 

at  a lawfull  Town  Meting  the 
fourth  of  March  167f  Left,  ffraneis 
Pabody  is  chosen  dark  to  kep  the 
town  Book  this  yere  voted  : 

samuel  howlat  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  this  year  in  suing  voted. 

Ensigne  goold  mr  thomas  baker 
[I] sack  Co[m]ings  John  houey  and 
trances  pabody  ar  Chosen  selactmen 
for  to  order  the  prudacal  afares  of 
the  town  for  this  year  insuiug  voted. 

John  french  and  John  Robeson  ar 
Chosen  soruaares  for  hiwas  this  year 
insuing.  voted. 

John  Wiles  and  danil  borman  are 
Chosen  to  vew  fences  this  veare  in- 
suing.  voted. 

John  Robeson  is  agreed  with  for 
to  sweep  the  meeting  hous  and  to 
fasen  the  dores  and  is  to  haue  twente 
fiue  shilens  for  his  payenes  voted 

the  towne  hath  granted  to  tobiiah 
perkeus  to  be  a Comanar  for  feed 
and  faling  timbe[r]  as  his  nibors  ar. 

tobiiah  perkeus  is  Chosen  to  sarue 
on  the  Jure  of  trials  the  naxt  Counte 
Cort  hild  at  Ipswich  voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  1677.78  the  towne  granted  to  mr 
hobart  the  pond  that  licth  on  the 
southside  or  south  est  end  or  side  of 
the  meeting  hous  and  three  ae keros 
of  land  aioycuing  to  it  voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  5 
march.  1677.78.  the  towne  for  the 
presuming  of  thare  timber  on  the 
south  sid  the  Reuer  haue  agreed  that 
no  man  liauce  forward  shall  fal  aid 
trees  or  timber  with  out  leue  from 
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such  men  or  man  that  i[h]e  towne 
shall  impoure  to  giue  leue  if  ani  shall 
fall  ani  treese  with  out  leue  hee  shall 
pay  for  eueri  tree  ten  shilins  to  the 
towne. 

this  order  is  for  the  timber  on  the 
south  side  the  Reuer  onli  voted. 

Isack  Este  senr  is  Chosen  and  im- 
pouered  to  grant  liberti  to  such  of 
our  towne  as  need  ani  timber  and  to 
take  the  penalti  of  ani  that  shall  fall 
ani  timber  without  leue  voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  1677.78.  the  towne  granted  to 
Isack  Este  senr  and  Jacob  towne  and 
John  Robeson  a small  strip  of  vpland 
and  swamp  ling  by  the  Reuer  on  the 
south  side  the  Reuer  and  the  aboue 
sade  men  are  to  giue  to  the  towne 
whot  the  selact  men  and  thay  shall 
agree  vpon  for  the  prise  of  it. 

voted. 

march  5,  1677-78. 

the  towne  granted  to  mr  william 
perkins  senr  liberti  to  remoue  his 
fence  on  the  south  west  end  of  his 
feeld  to  the  vpland  side  sow  west 
ward  hee  paying  for  it  to  the  towne 
as  the  selact  men  and  hee  shall  agree 
prouided  it  be  no  predegidis  to  the 
parsonidg  land  voted. 

the  towne  granted  to  william  per- 
kins Juner  a strip  of  land  aioyning 
to  his  one  land  bounded  with  a letel 
Ron  of  water  in  part  on  the  west  side 
of  it  and  the  sade  william  perkins  is 
to  pay  to  the  towne  Eight  pound  for 
it  excapt  the  selact  men  Judg  it 
worth  more  its  laftto  them  and  him 
self  to  agree  for  the  prise  of  it 

voted. 

Receued  march  17th  1675  : from 
Isack  Este  by  a noat  from  mr  siman 


i 

broadstreet  ecquire  the  som  of  two  \ 
pounds  and  six  shilings  in  full  of  ' 
Topcfeilds  rate  for  the  yeare,  1664.  \ 
I say  Receued  as  Excecutor  to  my  l 
honored  father  Raeherd  Rusil  Esquir  i 
late  tresurar  desesed 

James  Rusill. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  march  j 
5,  of  16^J  the  towne  granted  to  John  ; 
how  fine  Rod  of  ground  to  be  lade  \ 
out  at  the  norwest  Corner  of  his  i 
howslot  by  his  barne.  voted. 

the  19  of  aperel  1678  this  aboue  1 
mencioned  fine  Rod  of  ground  grant-  ] 
ed  to  John  how  is  lade  out  bv  the  i 
selact  men  the  extent  of  it  is  about  ] 
fore  Rod  nor  ward  from  a great  oke  \ 
that  is  now  standing  uere  the  way  i 
against  John  howes  barne. 

this  is  a recet  of  whot  william  per-  ; 
kens  hath  payed  to  the  towne  in  part  j 
of  the  three  pound  he  octh  to  the  . 
towne  for  his  first  parcil  of  laud  he  : 
boote  of  the  towne. 

Receued  of  william  perkens,  iuncr,  1 
sixteene  shilings  for  the  uce  of  the 
towne  of  topcfeeld  by  the  order  of 
insigne  John  goold  select  man  in  the  ■ 
yeare  1677.  2 aperell  1678. 

Joseph  bisbe. 

this  sixteene  shilings  aboue  men- 
cioned and  payed  to  Joseph  bigsbe 
to  him  for  worke  he  did  about  mr 
hoberts  windoe  or  for  shingel  for  it. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  the  thirteth 
day  of  aperell  1678,  sargent  John 
Redingtou  was  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  graniurie  this  year  in  suing 

voted. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  23  Juli  1678  wee  doe  order  that 
thare  shall  be  noe  Rallies  ore  Rame 
to  Rune  vpon  ani  ground  that  is  with 
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out  fence  after  the  first  of  august 
next  Insuing  tell  a month  after 
mickellmas  vpon  the  forfeture  of  one 
half  of  the  Rames  or  Rame  soe  taken 
vp  and  it  is  lawfull  for  ani  man  to 
take  ani  Rames  ore  Rame  that  is 
seene  to  ron  vpon  ani  vnfenced 
ground  within  the  time  aboue  saved. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  27  of 
august  John  Redington  is  Chosen 
Comisioner  to  Joyce  with  the  selact 
men  to  mak  the  Contre  Rate  and  to 
Care  it  in  to  salam  as  the  law  diracts 

voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  27  august 
John  Comines  is  Chosen  to  sarue  on 
the  Juri  of  trials  the  naxt  Counte 
Corte  held  at  Ipswich  voted, 

boston  October  10.  1678. 

Receued  of  Constabel  John  how  of 
topefeeld  in  part  of  the  moni  Rates 
forteene  pound 

i no.  305.  John  hull  tresurar. 

I allso  acknoledg  that  the  first  ten 
Rates  mad  in  the  yeare,  1666,  are 
fully  paid 

John  houll  tresarer. 
at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  in  nouembear  1678.  theare  was 
Comited  to  samuell  howlat  Constabel 
two  Rates  the  one  is  a Counte  Rate 
the  third  parte  of  a sing  el  Contre  Rate 
* which  amouutes  to  three  pound  fiue 
shiling  which  the  Constabel  is  to 
gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  marshall 
scare  of  salame  the  other  Rate  is  al 
to  be  payed  in  moni  it  is  the  Coledg 
Rate  which  is  in  the  wliol  som  fore 
i pound  and  seuen  siblings  fore  pound 
: of  it  is  to  be  payde  at  Cambredg  and 

Right  siblings  to  Eusigne  goold. 

also  decan  perkens  william  nicalles 
Isaek  Este  and  f[r]ances  pabodv  are 


Chosen  and  apoynted  to  be  tithing 
men  to  Inspect  ani  parson  ore  par- 
sons that  shall  profane  the  saboth 
and  to  proseed  against  ani  that  shall 
be  falte  as  the  law  diractes. 

desamber  1678.  ther  is  two  Rates 
Comitted  to  samuell  howlat  Consta- 
bell  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  the 
Contre  treserar  or  his  asines  the  on 
Rate  is  a sin  gel  Contre  Rate  to  be 
payde  all  in  moni  and  the  other  is 
adobel  Contre  Rate  it  mabe  payed  in 
Corne  or  moni  on  Rate  amountes  to 
nine  pownd  forteene  and  a leuen  penc 
the  other  amountes  to  nineteene 
pound  thirteene  siblings  and  a leuen 
penc. 

1678.  Januarie  the  leuenth  ther  is 
the  ministeres  Rate  Comited  to  sam- 
uel  howlat  Constabel  to  gather  vp 
and  pay  in  to  the  minister  his  due  is 
sixte  pownd  but  the  Rate  the  full 
som  is  sixte  one  pownd  forteene  sibl- 
ings and  on  pence. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  in  Jan- 
uari  1678  the  tow[n]e  hath  agreed 
that  the  selact  men  shall  haue  pouar 
to  set  vp  a galere  and  those  that  sit 
in  it  shall  pay  for  the  setiug  vp  the 
galere  and  the  townes  men  shall  haue 
the  first  profer  of  the  seates  in  hying 
of  them. 

this  was  voted  by  mee  samuel 
howlat  Constabel. 

where  as  the  towne  granted  wil- 
liam perkens  Juuar  a small  strip  of 
land  liing  and  ioyning  to  his  one  land 
liing  on  the  sowest  and  a small  Rone 
of  water  ou  the  west  and  soe  from 
John  howes  vp  the  Ron  of  water  tel 
the  Ron  of  water  partes  in  to  two 
where  thare  is  a small  tree  marked 
and  soe  from  that  tree  to  the  Cornar 


' 


- 


26 


of  his  fene  as  it  now  standes  where 
ther  is  a tree  marked  alsoe  this  strip 
of  land  here  mencioned  was  laft  to 
the  selact  men  and  william  perkens 
to  agree  about  the  prise  of  it  and 
thay  did  agree  for  fifteene  pound  to 
be  payed  in  three  yeare  fiu[e]  pound 
a yeare  in  Corn  and  Catil  to  the 
towne  In  neete  Catil  and  marchanta- 
bel  Corne  at  prise  Corant  the  on  half 
Corn  the  other  Catil. 

Januari  31 . 1678.  the  selact  man 

mat. 

where  as  william  perkens  was  in- 
dated  to  the  towne  three  pownd  for  a 
small  parsil  of  land  that  he  bought 
of  the  towne  befor  this  fifteen  pownd 
perchas  the  said  william  perkens  hath 
payed  that  three  pownd  as  he  was 
ordered  by  the  selact  men  for  the 
townes  vse  and  alsoe  he  hath  payed 
twente  and  two  siblings  and  six 
penc  more  [tjorwards  of  his  first  hue 
pownd. 

At  A Lawfull  Town-Meeting  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Topsfd.  on  the 
fourth  of  March  1678-79.  Lieut  Pa- 
body  was  chosen  Town  e-Clarke  for 
this  year,  1679. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  march,  1678-79,  william 
perkens  iuner  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  this  yeare  Insuing  voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
the  forth  1678-79  Ensigne  goold,  mr 
thomas  baker,  sargen  Redenton, 
Jacob  towne  and  francos  pabody  ar 
Chosen  selact  men  for  this  yeare 
insuing. 

the  towne  doth  prohebet  t[h]e 
selact  men  from  alinating  ani  of  the 
townes  land  nor  make  any  new  Rates 
to  pay  owld  detes  f or  marl  i put  into 


Rates  with  out  the  townes  order, 
voted. 

Isack  Comins  Is  Chosen  to  sarue 
one  the  Juri  of  trials  at  the  naxt 
Copt  held  at  Ipswich.  voted.  ] 

Isack  Este  is  Chosen  again  to  \ 
giue  liberti  to  such  as  haue  need  of  \ 
ani  timber  for  bul[d]ing  and  fene-  j 
ing  and  the  liberti  he  giues  shall 
hold  good  but  one  yeare  voted,  i 
John  french  and  Joseph  towne! 
senr  ar  Chosen  for  to  be  seruaerer 
and  for  to  look  to  the  fences  this  i 
yeare  that  both  hiwas  and  fences  be 
repared  as  need  Require  voted,  j 
John  andros  hatii  liberti  giuen 
him  to  set  his  fene  ouei  a letel  nack  j 
of  land  to  straten  his  fane  and  if  the 
towne  see  it  Conuiant  to  Chang  it  j 
with  him  after  wardes  voted.  ! 

Jacob  towne  and  goodman  wiles 
and  Isack  Este  ar  Chosen  hi  the : 
towne  to  Ron  the  line  betwene  the 
Cow  Comon  and  lots  voted,  j 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  march  1 678-79  Ensigne : 
goold  and  frances  pabody  ar  Chosen 
to  Record  the  lotes  that  are  layd  out. 
on  the  south  side  the  Reuer  the 
lanth  and  bredth  as  tha  war  layd 
out  voted. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  march  14th  1678.79.  thay  haue 
ordered  and  here  by  declare  that 
wher  a9  thare  was  a way  layd  down 
bettwene  mr  perkenes  orchard  and 
william  averis  land  which  thay  Con- 
ceue  to  be  Coman  land  no  man  shall 
fence  it  in  for  thare  propor  vse  hut 
it  shall  Remain  Comau  still  tell  the 
towne  do  order  it  other  other  wase 

voted. 

Ensigne  goold  desentes  from  this 
order. 


' 

■ 


- 


' ■ ■'  • ■ ' r >v  • ’ • ‘ 

;;  ■.  s /]  •- ' ■ s' 

" 


at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  march  14eth  1678-79.  there  was 
two  Rates  made  for  to  procure  pow- 
der and  buletes  as  the  law  diraetes 
the  on  Rate  Comited  to  samuell  how- 
lat  Constabel  to  gather  vp  and  bring 
in  to  the  selact  men  the  whoil  som 
of  that  Rate  Comited  to  samuel  how- 
lat  is  fourtene  pound  six  shilings 
and  he  is  to  gather  vp  but  the  on 
third  of  it  for  the  other  parte  is  al 
redi  payde  in  porchesing  that  stock 
of  powder  and  buletes  that  is  in 
hand. 

the  other  Rate  is  Comited  to  John 
Comines  Clarke  to  gather  vp  of  the 
villidgers  that  haue  lad  them  salues 
to  topcffeeld  Compeni  for  to  traine 
with  them  thare  Rate  the  som  of  it  is 
foure  pownd  ninteene  shilins  both 
these  Rates  ar  to  be  payed  in  moni 
or  indian  Corne  at  two  shilins  a 
buskil  al  to  be  brought  in  to  the 
selact  [men]  of  topcffeeld. 

29  of  aperel  1679.  mr  thomas  ba- 
ker was  Chosen  moderator  for  that 
meeting. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  29.  2 
mo  1679  the  town  agreed  that  the 
I selactmen  shall  procure  and  by  a 
cow  for  the  vce  of  luck  wackle  [Luke 
Wakeling]  and  the  towne  will  pay 
for  her  voted. 

the  towne  of  topcfeeld  at  a towne 
meeting  the  29eth  of  aperel  1679 
hauing  heard  an  order  Rad  that  was 
made  by  the  Counte  Court  at  Ips- 
: wieh  Conserniug  oure  being  Re- 
quired to  pay  a som  of  60  pound  to 
j mr  Jarimiah  hobart  which  as  the 
? said  order  seemes  to  expres  was 
promised  for  his  Incorigment  to 
Com  to  topsfeeld  wee  beiug  in  the 
durke  about  it  and  not  knoing  of  ani 


towne  act  that  euer  past  nor  ani 
towne  Record  that  houldes  forth  ani 
such  thing  we  doe  Conceue  it  need 
full  to  suspend  vntill  thare  be  a 
f order  opertuuiti  to  be  batter  satse- 
fied  by  making  inquire  at  the  naxt 
Counte  Court  vpon  wkot  groundes 
mr  ier  hobards  petision  was  made 
and  also  how  the  towne  Comes  to  be 
60  pounds  in  his  deat.  voted. 

boston,  aperel  10th  1679. 

Reed  on  act  of  samuel  how  la  t and 
pament  in  full  for  the  three  last 
Rates  due  from  the  the  towne  of 
topcfeeld  to  the  Country. 

JohnHull  treserar. 
No.  391  this  is  samuel  howlate3 
Recet  from  the  tresarer. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  of  topsfeeld  the  14th  June 
[1679]  thay  haue  agreed  thay  that 
doe  not  Com  to  worke  at  mr  hobartes 
to  make  a h[age]  fence  shall  pay 
two  shilings  and  six  pene  a day 
from  sixteene  yeares  and  vpward 
that  the  law  doth  uot  free. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  fourth  of  iuli  1679  tb[ay] 
hauiug  Receued  a warant  from  the 
Contre  tresarer  whear  in  thay  ware 
Requirered  to  gather  of  theare 
saueral  inhabetants  Ratabel  foure 
singel  Coutre  rates  that  amountes  to 
thirte  Eight  pound  ninteen  shilings 
& for  that  end  thay  haue  made  a 
Rate  aud  Comited  it  to  the  Consta- 
be[l]  william  perkeings  iuner  to 
gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  the  Contre 
tresarer  in  boston  the  who!  som  of 
the  Rate  that  is  deliuered  to  the 
Constabel  is  thirte  nine  pound  twelue 
shilings  1 d.  al  don  in  the  forth  of 
iuli. 


■ 
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at  a laf all  meeting  of  the  selaet 
men  the  27  of  august  1679  thare  war 
an  order  giuen  to  Ensigne  goold  and 
mr  thorn  as  baker  for  to  demand  and 
Receue  of  samuel  howlat  that  moni 
Comited  in  a Rate  to  samuel  howlat 
to  gather  vp  for  to  by  amouision  as 
the  l[aw]  diracts  the  whol  Rat  is 
about  feifteene  pound  the  third  part 
is  onli  to  be  gathered. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selaet 
men  ienuari  the  on  and  twenth  [in] 
the  yeare  1G79.  Receued  of  william 
perkeines  inner  six  pownd  three 
shilin[gs]  in  part  of  pay  of  that 
deapt  he  oeth  the  towne  for  land  he 
bought  of  the  to[wne]  twente  two 
shilings  6d  of  this  six  pound  three 
shilings  is  entered  in  ano[ther]  place 
in  the  booke. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  salact 
men  the  21eth  of  Januari  1679 
th[are]  was  a rate  made  for  the 
minister  which  amounts  to  sixte 
pound  an[d]  sixteen  shilins  and  ten 
penc  which  is  deliuered  to  william 
perkines  iun[er]  being  Constabel 
for  him  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to 
the  minestar  or  cau[se]  to  be  paed 
in  to  him  or  his  asigncs  and  to  take 
a sofisiant  discharge  for  the  towne 
from  the  ministar  of  sixte  pound 
which  is  due  from  the  towne  and 
bring  that  discharge  to  the  selaet 
men. 

daniel  bonnan  and  John  how  and 
Epheram  dorman  aud  John  nic.al[s] 
are  Chosen  tithing  for  this  yeare 
insuiug  the  ninth  of  februari  thay 
beegau  tlieare  yeare  1679. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  free 
men  the  13  aperel  1680  samuel  how- 
let  was  Chosen  grauiuri  man  for  the 
yeare  in  suing.  voted. 


\ 


1 

1 
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at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selaet  i 
men  Janari  7 1680  thar  ware  mad  \ 
three  Rates  mad  two  for  the  Contri  J 
Containing  fore  singel  Contri  Rates  j 
and  one  Rat  for  the^Counte  Contain- 
ing half  a singel  Coutre  Rate  it  j 
amountes  to  about  hue  pound  six  ‘ 
shilings,  also  the  Contri  Kates  on  is  j 
to  be  played  in  moni  and  that  Rate  j 
is  twente  two  pound  three  shilings  1 
twente  pound  forteen  shilings  is  to  he  I 
payed  to  the  Contifi]  treasurer  and  j 
fine  sibling  a deet  to  the  selaet  men  j 
which  tha  laid  out  for  the  biing  and  ! 
gating  mesnres  for  the  townes  use  j 
as  law  reguire,  the  other  Rat  j 
amountes  to  twente  pound  forteen  j 
shilings  for  the  Contri  and  the  Ra[eJ  j 
amountes  to  one  and  twente  pound  j 
three  shilings  and  six  penc.  thes  i 
Rates  are  Comited  to  william  smith  j 
Constabel  to  gather  vp  in  ianari  j 
1680. 

2 of  march  : 1679  or  80.  Leften-  j 
nant  Pebody  was  chosen  Clarke  for  , 
the  year  in  suing  voted.  : 

John  how  was  Chosen  to  Rcord  ! 
town  notes  this  da}T  2 march  1679.  j 
mr  thomas  baker  sargen  Rading- 
ton  Corprel  Jacob  towne  John  honey  ; 
and  francos  pabody  are  Chosen  se-  : 
lact  men  for  this  yeare  in  suing  aud  ; 
tha  are  impouerecl  to  order  the  pru- 
danciel  afares  of  the  towne  this 
yeare  voted  by  papers. 

Corporall  william  smith  is  Chosen 
Constabel  for  the  yeare  insuing 
voted. 

John  willes  is  Chosen  Juriman  of 
trials  for  this  naxt  Court  to  be  at 
Ipswich  voted. 

John  french  and  John  how  are 
Chosen  surnaeres  fur  this  yeare 
insuing  voted, 

at  a towne  meeting  2 of  march 


■ 
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1670  80  the  towns  haue  mad  Choice 
of  John  how  to  gin  a deede  to  mr 
william  perkeins  iuni[t*r]  of  that 
strip  of  land  which  the  towne  sold  to 
him  and  is  land  out  to  him  by  the 
selact  men  voted. 

William  auerel  Euteres  his  Contrari 
desent. 

mr  baker  Coporal  towne  and  John 
willes  are  Chosen  a Comitte  to  Hun 
the  boundes  that  are  betwene  the  five 
hondered  ackores  that  are  laud  out 
fur  the  towne  Coinon  and  the  lotes 
that  but  against  it  on  the  south  that 
Coman  here  inent  is  on  the  south 
side  the  Heuer  also  lha  are  to  run 
the  boundes  that  ar  betwene  william 
auerel  and  danel  borman  and  frances 
pabody  soe  far  as  thay  Juyne  to- 
gather  voted. 

\ the  22  of  march  1679.80. 

the  fore  sade  three  men  mrthomas 
I baker  Corporall  towne  and  John 
I Wiles  haue  aeording  to  towne  order 
haue  Reueued  the  boundes  betwene 
daiil  borman  and  frances  pabody  by 
luing  a heape  of  Hockes  in  that  place 
where  fonnarli  iheare  was  a tree  but 
now  Rotten  and  gun  in  leftenant 
IV body  orchard  witnes  our  haudes 

Thomas  Baker 
John  wills 
Jacob  towne 

at  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  7 
! may  1680. 

The  Towne  mnnifesed  by  voat  that 
thay  ware  not  Willing  mr  Ilubbord 
should  Continiae  in  ye  AVorke  of  ye 
ministrey  here  at  Topsfeeld  without 
mr  Ilubbord  and  ye  Towne  Can 
agree  in  a more  ( hristan  way  than 
thay  bee  in  at  prsent.  voted. 

the  towne  bv  vote  does  declare 
that  if  mr  hobaicl  desire  a towne 


meeting  hee  may  discors  with  the 
towne  if  hee  apoyint  a daye  the  naxt 
weeke  thay  will  meet  with  him  if  hee 
giu  notes  on  saboth  day  naxt.  7 may 
1680. 

The  Towne  has  manifesed  by  vote 
that  thay  are  willing  to  Jone  with  ye 
Viligers  and  our  Neaighobers  of  the 
forimes  of  Ipswich  that  doe  order- 
nely  Come  to  heare  ye  word  heare  to 
petiction  the  Generali  Court  that 
wee  might  be  Laid  to  gather  for  ye 
Cariang  one  ye  ministerey  may  7 
1680. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  may  7 
1680,  william  perkeines  Juner  and 
samucll  howlat  are  Chosen  Colacters 
to  gather  vp  all  Rates  Comited  to 
them  for  the  minester  or  ani  other 
Rates  Comited  to  them  and  to  sue 
Iu  Case  ani  shal  Refues  to  pay  at 
bauerle  or  ani  whear  Elc  where 
Rates  are  due  to  vs 

at  a lawfull  towue  meeting  7eth  of 
may  1680.  Ensigue  John  goold  and 
mr  thomas  baker  are  Chosen  to 
Joyne  with  the  viiegeres  and  our 
nibores  in  Ipswich  that  Comonli 
Com  to  here  the  word  of  god  here  to 
Joyne  with  them  to  petision  the 
generel  Court  to  grant  that  thay  may 
Joyne  with  topcf^eld  to  the 
mautaining  of  the  ministre  to  gather 

voted. 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
lOeth  of  may  1680.  John  willes 
and  John  how  a [re]  Chosen  to  looke 
that  men  Ring  tliare  swine  aeording 
to  towne  order  vote[d]. 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selaet 
men  the  tenth  of  July  1680  thay 
Receuing  the  new  lawes  mad  at  the 
genarall  Court  heeld  ma — last  1680 
abought  now  staudereds  or  inesvres 
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for  Corne  bere  aud  wine  we  the 
selact  men  doe  promis  the  Constabel 
to  defray  the  Charges  that  he  shall 
all  nasasarili  la  oat  on  this  ocasion 

voted. 

at  a lawfuli  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  27  Juli  1680,  fiances  pa- 
body  wms  Chosen  to  sele  wates  and 
mesures  by  the  town  standered  as  is 
now  newli  Com  from  lnglaud  and  is 
at  present  to  be.  our  standered  in 
masetuset  Colcne  voted. 

at  a lawfuli  towne  meeting  the 
tenth  of  august  1 680.  Ensigne 
goold  is  Chosen  Comisionar  to  Joyne 
with  the  selactmen  to  take  notes  of 
the  townes  heades  and  estates  Rat- 
abel  and  to  Cari  in  the  townes  Estat 
to  salarn  at  tim  and  plac  acording  to 
law  voted. 

this  is  to  sarti  fie  that  samuel  how- 
lat  Constabel  hath  satis  lied  the 
Counte  Rate  which  was  made  in  the 
yeare  1678  and  Comited  to  him  to 
gather  vp  this  twenti  ninth  of  Sep- 
tember 1680. 

Receued  of  samuel  1 howlatt  Con- 
stabel of  topcfeld  in  full  of  the 
Counte  Rate  due  in  78,  the  some  of 
three  pounds  fine  siblings  1 say  Re- 
ciued  pr  me  Robart  Payne 

tresear. 

the  two  and  tweenteth  of  October 
1680  wiliiam  smith  Constabel 
g * * * * * * ■ * * * that  the  se- 
lact men  In  the  behalf  of  the  towne 
did  fore  warn  him  of  lining  as  a[n] 
inhabetaut  in  topcfeld  fore  daves 
after  he  brought  his  famili  within  the 
boimdes  of  topcfeeld 

at  a lawfuli  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  7 Januari  1680,  the  selact  men 
Rackened  with  William  Perkens 


abought  his  dat  he  oetli  the  towne 
and  he  hath  payed  of  his  deat  of 
fortene  pound  nine  pound  six  shil- 
ings  and  six  pene  as  he  did  make 
apere  by  Recetes  where  he  had  paed 
the  townes  dattes  as  he  was  ordered 
good  man  Robeson  is  paed  in  this 
acount  for  two  yeare  Ending  in 
march  next  insuing  for  sweeping  the 
hous. 

topcfeeld  the  14  of  Januari  1680.  - 
Receued  of  the  towne  of  topcfeeld  . 
for  mi  labor  in  the  minestri  thare  for 
the  yeares  1675  and  1676  the  some 
of  sixte  pound  for  each  vpon  a true 
acount  with  John  how  Constabel  for 
the  years  afore  said  i sa  rcieued  by 
mee  Jarimia  hobart.  ! 

witnes  et 

thomas  baker  and  John  how. 

at  a lawfuli  towne  the  17  of 
december  1680.  the  towne  did  : 
agree  and  Cuse  a Comite  to  agree 
with  mr- dan  forth  for  his  Contenuing 
here  at  topcfeeld  in  the  worke  of  the 
minestri  as  the  towne  shall  giue 
diraction  to  the  Comit[e]  tha  shall 
Chuse  voted 

at  a lawfuli  towne  meeting  in 
Januari  1680  frances  pabody  and 
Ensigne  goold  are  Chosen  b}T  the 
towne  of  topcfeeld  as  a Comite 
acording  to  dyraction  from  the  hon- 
ared  maior  genaral  danison  for  the 
produsing  the  best  auidanc  tha  Can 
to  proue  our  titel  good  to  the  sile 
wee  liu  on  voted 

John  goold  senr  John  Redington 
decou  thomas  perkeius  frances  pa- 
body mr  thomas  baker  John  pabody 
Jacob  towne  senr  Isack  Este  John 
honey  neamia  abot  John  willes  tliese 
fore  inencioned  men  ar  Chosen  a 
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C'oraite  in  the  behalfe  of  the  towne 
to  agree  with  mr  danforth  for  his 
Continuing  here  with  vs  at  topcfeeld 
in  the  worke  of  the  minestri  and 
wee  doe  forther  gin  pouer  to  the 
Comite  to  chuse  som  amongest  tliem- 
salues  or  ani  other  as  thay  shall  see 
meet  to  goe  and  spak  with  the 
deputi  gouarnor  or  ani  other  that 
may  beconserned  abought  mister 
danforth  sattelment  voted 

the  tovvne  hath  giuen  pouar  to  the 
Comite  that  thay  haue  Chosen  to 
agree  with  mr  danforth  and  to  pro- 
far  him  three  score  pound  a yeare 
one  third  in  siluer  and  the  other 
two  thirdes  to  be  payed  in  Corant 
pay  of  the  Contre  at  the  Contre 
prise  namli  in  wheat  porke  molt 
butter  Rie  indean  Corne  an  equal 
proposion  of  all  with  out  ani  partic- 
elar  parson  or  parsones  doe  agree 
with  mr  danforth  to  take  it  in  ani 
on  of  the  afore  mencioned  payes 
and  if  the  Comite  Canot  agree  with 
mr  danforth  for  whot  is  afore  speci- 
fied thay  haue  powar  to  promise 
thirte  pownd  in  siluer  and  the  other 
tliirte  pownd  as  is  before  speified 

voted 

■ 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  11  februari  1GS0  danell 
; Clark  Isack  Comines  seenr  John 
| french  and  John  Cortes  ar  Chosen 
for  tithing  men  for  the  yeere  insu- 
( >ng  voted 

At  a I ^awfull  Towne  meting  the 
furst  of  march  1G80  or  81  Lefteuaut 
Re  body  was  Chosen  Clarke  for  this 
j ye  re. 

tobiiah  perkeins  Is  Chosen  Con- 
stabel  for  the  yeare  insuing  votetl 

Ensigne  goold  Isack  Este  Ephroam 
dannau  fiances  pabody  and  samtiel 


howlat  are  Chosen  selact  men  for 
the  yeare  insuing  voted 

Corperal  towne  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  iuri  of  trials  the  naxt  Counte 
Couart  lieeld  at  Ipswich  voted 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
first  of  march  1680  or  1 the  towne 
granted  to  John  Cortis  to  be  a free 
Comonar  as  is  granted  to  other  of 
his  nibores  ar  as  tobiiah  perkeins 
and  mickal  done]  ar  voted 

mr  thomas  backer  Ensigne  goold 
and  John  liouey  ar  Chosen  a Comite 
to  goe  and  veue  land  that  Isack  Este 
and  thomas  perle  haue  prounded  to 
the  town  * * and  to  mak  Retorne 
to  the  towne  the  nax  towne  meeting 
how  thay  find  it  far  the  towne  to  be 
will  in  to  grati  fie  those  men  voted 

mr  thomas  backer  Corporal  Jacob 
towne  william  smith  sener  ar  Chosen 
to  goe  to  Ipswich  Cort  naxt  Ensigne 
goold  to  goe  also  to  see  if  tha  Can 
disposes  hunkins  and  Rernoue  heem 
from  topcfeeld  and  tha  ar  to  prose- 
cut  it  to  efact  voted. 

this  towne  meeting  is  aiorned  toll 
the  22eth  of  this  instant  march 

voted 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  tenth  of  march  1680  or  81 
the  selact  men  now  in  being  doe 
Consent  and  agree  with  Insigne 
goold  is  Chosen  and  John  honey  that 
thay  shall  sat  vp  a galari  in  the  meet- 
ing lions  the  wholl  length  of  the  hous 
and  to  make  it  three  seates  wide  the 
lanth  of  the  hous  and  tha  ar  to  be 
[Hied  by  those  that  shall  sit  in  thain 
acording  to  that  the  towne  did  agree 
at  a towne  meeting  in  the  yeare  1678 
as  ye  may  find  15  page  voted 
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at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
22eth  of  march  1680  or  80  the  towne 
agreed  that  the  towne  order  about 
swine  in  the  )eare  1673  for  yocking 
and  Ringing  swine  shall  stand  in  full 
force  tell  the  town  see  Cause  to 
alter  it  voted 

John  how  and  John  french  ar 
Chosen  soruaeres  to  see  to  the  mend- 
ing hiwas  for  the  yeare  insuiug  and 
fences  also.  voted 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
22eth  of  march  1680  or  HI  the  towne 
did  agree  that  the  selaet  men  shall 
order  the  prudancial  afares  of  the 
towne  but  thay  shal  not  alinat  or 
giue  or  exchang  ani  of  the  townes 
land  voted 

Lliut  pebody  is  Chosen  to  scale  all 
the  meseuers  of  topsfeld  and  }'ards 
as  ye  doe  Requier  for  th  : : yeare  in 
sueiug  voted 

Resceued  of  William  Smith  Con- 
stabell  of  Topsfeeld  in  full  of  his 
County  Rate  this  15th  march  1680 
the  some  of  51b  : 3s  : 4d  :1051b  03s  :.I 
say  Reseued  by  mee 

Roberd  Payne  Treseuer 

This  is  a true  Copeje  of  ye  Tres- 
euer Reseaute  to  ye  Constabell  the 
22  : march  1670  : or  : 81 

fances  pabody  Clark 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the  22 
march  1680  or  81  the  towne  granted 
liberti  to  the  vilegercs  to  bi  a third 
part  of  the  galeri  to  sit  in  so  that  to 
pay  proporsonabel  j to  the  ministri  as 
is  Judged  meet  by 

Left  Pebody  Dccon  Pirkins 
Ensigne  Gould  Sargt  Pebody 
John  Honey 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the  22 
march  I68O.01*.  81  the  Towne  doth 


giue  full  power  to  mr  Thomas  Baker 
& Corpl  Jacob  Townes  & John  How- 
to demand  of  any  man  or  men  that 
hath  any  Land  Lying  in  our  Towne 
to  show  there  bounds  of  ye  Land 
thay  haue  in  our  Towne  bo  mds  and 
if  thay  or  hee  dos  refuse  to  show 
there  bounds  thay  haue  full  power  to 
sue  for  a mesere  of  there  Land  ami 
to  doe  thare  best  iudeuer  to  reCouer 
for  ye  Towne  whot  is  more  then 
there  grants : and  ye  aboue  named 
men  are  to  haue  one  halfe  of  what 
they  recouer  fur  there  paynes  w :th 
out  ye  Towne  see  g**od  to  pay  th  m 
dubbel  waiges  for  there  time  thay 
hailing  power  to  agree  with  th  >se 
men  that  haue  Land  with  in  our 
bounds  the  Towne  haueing  halfe  or 
other  wise  as  is  before  expressed 

voted 

The  following  sentence  is  written 
and  then  crossed  out. 

“the  true  meing  of  this  order  is 
that  thay  shall  meseuer  only  ye 
putnam  Land  and  fa” 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  ye 
22:  march  1680  or  81  'Hie  Tuwne 
Meeting  a Jorened  and  Left  to  ye 
descrition  of  ye  selectmen  to  Call  ct 
and  if  thay  see  good  or  neede  of  et 
and  if  thay  doe  Cale  this  meeting 
thay  are  to  signifie  et  vnder  there 
hands  in  wrighteen 

there  is  a rate  made  the  Eight  of 
aperel  the  vere  1681  being  the  forth 
parte  of  a singel  (’outre  Rate  which 
is  to  be  paied  in  moni  lor  the  n. a sin- 
gar  or  agantes  for  thare  expedision 
for  london  our  warant  is  for  two 
pound  eleuen  shilinges  and  nin  penc 
but  the  rate  the  wholl  som  is  fifte 
sauen  shilinges  and  three  penc  tliis 
Rate  was  deliucivd  to  the  Constabel 
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tobiiah  perkenes  the  26  day  of  aperel 
for  to  gather  vp  and  Cari  in  to  the 
Contri  tresarer  as  his  warrant  diraetes 
. him. 

at  a lawfull  town  meeting  the 
forth  of  may  1681.  Ensigne  goold 
and  sargen  John  Redington  ar  Chos- 
en to  goe  to  mr  apes  at  salam  to  see 
if  he  will  excapt  of  a Call  to  the 
raenestre  here 

boston  may  10  1781. 
Receted  of  mr  John  how  Constabel 
of  topsfeild  by  saueral  paymentes  in 
Rates  pay  and  money  in  full  of  the 
town  Rates  and  the  two  six  Rates 
and  the  three  Rates  for  the  yeares 
1676  and  1677  two  hondeed  and 
fiueti  fore  pounds  fore  shilings  and 
\ six  pence  I sa  Receued  by  order  of 
mi  master  mr  John  hull 

per  me  John  newman 
Witnes  William  smith. 

boston  may  21eth  1680 
; Receued  of  mr  william  perkens  Con- 

• stabel  of  topcfeeld  by  saueral 
■ pamentes  in  full  of  the  last  four 

Rates  in  money  and  as  moni  nin- 
teene  pound  nin  shilings  and  ten 
: peuc  and  in  full  of  the  half  moni 
( Rate  flue  pounds  one  sliding  and  six 
i peuc  and  in  Rate  pay  in  full  of  the 
last  singel  Contre  Rate  ten  pounds 
| three  shilings  I say  Receued  by 
! order  of  my  master  John  hull  esquir 
by  me  John  newman 
Receued  may  9eth  1631  from  wil- 
! liam  smith  one  aCount  of  of  tobiiah 
perkens  two  pounds  alauen  shilings 
and  9 peuc  being  in  full  of  topcfeeld 

• moni  Rate  for  our  agantes 

James  Rusil  tresarer 
at  a lawfull  towue  meeting  the  17 
of  June  1681  Eusigue  goold  and 
I sack  este  ar  Chosen  to  goe  to 
i mester  danel  apes  to  se  if  he  will 
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Com  to  help  vs  in  Respect  of  the 
menistri  eueri  other  saboth  oroftener 
if  he  Can  in  order  to  a forther  axpe- 
riane  of  ech  other  voted 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  ye 
17  June  1681  : The  Towne  has  or- 
dered that  there  shall  bee  noe  boge 
mine  doge  in  ye  Towne  but  by  some 
townes  man  : and  hee  that  dos  dige 
et  shall  Carey  et  with  his  one  feme 
or  hieree  a townesman  to  Carey  et 
alwayes  prouieded  hee  that  diges  it  a 
greees  with  the  seclectmen  of  the 
Towne  to  pay  fouer  pence  a ton  for 
the  Towne  vese  ether  in  siluer  or 
Iron  and  this  order  stands  m force 
till  next  march : Towne  Meeting 

after  the  date  hereof  on  till  forder 
order  bee  taken  about  it  voted 

at  alawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  iune  27eth  1681  the  selact  men 
granted  Ensigne  goold  liberte  to  dig 
twente  tun  of  bogmine  and  is  [to] 
pave  six  shilings  and  Eight  penc  in 
silver  or  iarn  acording  to  town  order 

voted 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  the  seclact 
men  June  27:  1481  the  seclectmen 
haue  granted  Liut  pebody  Libertey 
to  dige  twent[ej  ton  of  bogemine  hee 
paying  six  shiling  & eaight  penc  in 
siluer  or  Iron  aCording  to  towne 
order  Voted 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  loeth 
of  iuli  1681  Ensigne  goold  and  John 
houey  are  Chosen  to  be  mesiugares 
by  the  towne  to  goe  to  mr  John  dan- 
forth  to  Renew  thare  iuuitaciou  of 
him  to  the  work  of  the  minestri  but 
if  he  Refuse  then  tha  ar  to  goe  by 
the  best  in  formacion  tha  can  gat  to 
procure  another  to  Com  vpou  trial  a 
while  voted 


. 
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at  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  29 
of  July  1681  Thomas  perkins  Jurand 
Joseph  Bixby  Junr  are  Chosen  to 
goe  to  Cambrig  to  pilot  mr  Capen  to 
Topsfeild  to  Liut  pebodyes  house 
Lliut  pebody  Deckon  perkins  Sargt 
Redington  James  How  senr  Mr  Tho  : 
Baker  John  Gould  Sargt  pebody 
Samuel  Busell  senr  John  Wilds  John 
How  Iacke  estey  Clarke  are  Chosen 
a Commity  to  discorse  with  Mr 
Capen  to  stay  and  preach  here 
with  vs  at  Topsfeild  a while 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  23 
6mo  1681  mi  thomas  baker  was 
Chosen  Comisionar  to  ofisiatate  as 
the  law  directes  about  the  singel 
Contre  Rate  with  the  selaet  men 
at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
fift  of  saptember  1681  John  how  was 
Chosen  to  same  on  the  Juriof  triales 
naxt  Counte  Couart  hecld  at  Ipswich 

voted 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the  fift 
of  sapember  1681  sargen  Redington 
Jacob  towne  senr  and  John  how  or 
ani  two  of  them  ar  Chosen  to  acorn- 
peni  mr  Capen  to  dorchester  when 
hee  goes  to  viset  his  frendes  and  to 
bring  him  agane  if  tha  Can  with  his 
frendes  Cousent  to  Contene  with  vs 
in  the  ministri  voted 

at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  fift  of 
saptember  1681.  John  houev  isack 
este  John  how  and  Eprem  dorman  ar 
Chosen  a eomite  to  goe  and  vew  how 
Couveueantli  the  towne  may  ex- 
change two  or  three  acores  of  land 
about  bare  hil  plane  with  mr  thomas 
backer  he  laing  doune  so  moch  more 
aioyneing  to  our  Coman  land  prouid 
he  and  his  ares  shall  buld  and  keep 
hous  and  barn  and  a tenent  on  that 
land  voted 


at  a lawfull  towne  meeting  the  26  I 
of  saptember  1681  the  town  hath  ? 
agreed  to  giue  mr  Joseph  Capen  : 
sixte  fiue  pownd  by  the  yeare  twente  ; 
pownd  of  it  in  siluer  forti  five  pownd  \ 
in  other  pay  as  namli  in  Corue  porke  • 
and  beefe  and  the  vse  of  the  pars- 
eneg  house  and  land  the  towne  doth 
leue  it  to  mister  Capen  to  Chuse 
whether  he  will  Chuse  this  or  to 
Chuse  sauente  fiuue  pound  in  Corant 
pay  as  Corne  porke  and  beefe  and 
the  vse  of  the  parseneg  house  and 
land  voted 

mister  Capen  hath  made  Coyce  of 
sixte  fiu  pound  twente  of  it  in  moni 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
of  Noumber  1681  et  was  agreeed 
that  there  should  bee  a Rate  made  to 
pay  ye  former  Constabell  Namely 
John  How  the  fouer  pounds  nine 
shilings  & two  penc  that  was  for- 
merly Laid  apon  ye  Gouenr : Symon 
BrodstTeet  esqr  and  ye  selectmen  are 
ordered  to  make  et  not  with  standing 
any  former  Town  order  Voted 

at  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
men  ye  20  of  desembcr  1681  : et  was 
a greed  by  them  to  forwarne  euenes 
mories  from  staying  in  Topsfeild  but 
to  goe  forth  with  to  ye  plase  wher  he 
has  biu  a inhabitauce  for  a boue  six 
month : namely  to  nebeuwey  and 
thay  haue  forwarned  euenes  mories 
out  of  ye  Towne  forth  with  and  fir- 
ther  in  case  the  said  Euin  Morrs 
doth  not  departe  the  Towne  forth- 
with : Ensigue  John  Gould  and 

John  How  are  Chosen  to  Complain 
to  aThority  that  he  may  be  setteled 
acording  to  law 

this  13  day  of  Jcnewarey  1681  the 
seelectmea  mete  and  agreeed  "With 
Samuel  Symons  to  bild  a pulpit  for 
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vs  here  at  Topsfeild. 

the  bargin  is  as  foleth  the  said 
Samuel  Symons  is  to  bild  a pulpit  ten 
foot  Long  and  if  ye  rome  will  giue 
way  it  is  to  belonger  & for  breth  as 
ye  rome  will  giue  way  it  is  to  bee  a 
wainshote  pulpit  and  ye  sd  Symons  is 
to  doe  all  belongin  to  ye  pulpit  ex- 
cept the  flore  for  ye  bottom  and  find- 
ing bords  and  nailes  ye  Seclectmen  are 
to  find  but  to  Lay  ye  flore  and  make 
ye  stares  ye  said  Symons  is  to  doe  it : 
and  for  to  doe  all  ye  worke  about  ye 
pulpit  as  is  before  mencned  ye  seclect 
men  in  behalfe  of  ye  Towne  are  to 
pay  to  Samuel  Symons  ten  pounds 
and  this  worke  is  to  be  don  and  fin- 
eshed  by  ye  15  day  of  apriell  next  in 
sueing  ye  date  a boue  dated  and  ye 
pay  that  ye  Seclectmen  liaue  agreeed 
ye  Towne  are  to  pay  Goodman  Sy- 
mons in  is  one  halfe  in  Come  at  ye 
Contry  price  and  ye  other  halfe  in 
neate  Cattell  and  if  any  body  payes 
in  money  is  to  haue  one  thurd  part  of 
his  proportion  abated  and  ye  seclect- 
men doe  bind  themselues  Jontly  to 
see  ye  Towne  dos  pay  Goodman  Sy- 
mons as  is  aboue  agreeed  : the  time  of 
payment  is  when  ye  worke  is  done  as 
Witnes  our  hands  ye  day  and  yeare  a 
boue  dated. 

Samuell  Symonds 
frances  pabody 
John  Gould  senr 
Isack  Kstey  seu 
Samuell  Hewlett 
Ephraim  Dorman 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen ye  31  of  Jenewary  1681. 
William  Nicklos  & mr  William  per- 
kins  Junr  and  John  Honey  and  Corpr 
William  smith  ar  Chosen  Tieeingmcn 
for  Topsfield  for  ye  yeare  insueing. 


at  a lawfull  meeting  of  ye  selact 
men  the  31  of  Januari  1681  wee  the 
selact  men  Rackened  with  william 
perkenes  Junar  and  we  find  by  his 
notes  that  ware  past  to  him  by  the 
selact  men  that  hee  hath  payed  the 
fifteene  pound  that  hee  the  a boue 
saiyd  perkenes  was  in  dated  to  the 
towne  for  land  he  bought  of  the 
towne  where  by  we  doe  a quite  and 
discharg  the  sayed  william  perkenes 
of  the  fifteene  pownd  that  hee  was 
in  datted  to  the  towne  as  witnes  cure 
handes  the  day  and  yeare  aboue 
dated. 

frances  pabody 
John  Gould 
Ephraim  dorman 
Isack  Esty 
Samuell  Howlett 

At  a lawfull  Towne  meting  the 
7th  of  march  1681  or  82  Enssine 
John  Gould  is  Chosen  Clark  for  the 
yere  ensewing.  voted. 

Lliut  pebody  Sargt  Redington 
Deckon  perkins  Corpl  Townes  & 
John  Gould  are  Chosen  seclectmeD  to 
order  the  prudenctiali  afarcs  of  ye 
Towne  for  ye  yeare  in  sueing.  Voted 

Daniell  Redington  is  Chosen  Cou- 
stabell  for  Topsfeild  for  ye  yeare 
insueing.  Voated 

John  ffrauch  is  Chosen  Juereyman 
for  triads  for  this  naxt  Court  hild  at 
Ipswich. 

it  was  Voated  that  John  How  & 
John  Gould  should  prosikaute  at 
Ipswich  Court  as  ye  seclactmen  did 
before  order  tham  to  see  and  if  thay 
Can  Keepe  euene  inories  from  being 
a Townesman  here  at  Topsfeild. 

Voated 

John  ff ranch  So  John  Townes  are 
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Chosen  to  be  siruiouers  for  ffences 
and  hie  wayes  & bridges  for  this 
yeare  insuing.  Voated 

The  Towne  has  a greed  by  Voate 
that  thay  doe  Consent  to  ye  bargin 
the  seclectmen  haue  made  with  Sam- 
uel Symons  about  bilding  ye  pulpit. 

Voated 

William  Auerey  enters  his  desent 
to  ye  Voat  aboue  wrighteen  about  ye 
pulpit. 

The  Towne  has  Agreed  that  euerey 
man  that  is  Legaly  warned  to  Come 
to  ye  hie  wayes  with  a terae  and  dos 
niglict  to  Come  shall  bee  fined  six 
shiling  a day  for  euerey  nicelect  and 
euerey  man  that  is  warned  to  Come 
to  worke  at  the  hie  wayes  and  niclect 
shall  pay  by  way  of  a fine  two  shil- 
ings  aud  six  pence  pr.  day  so 
niclecting  it  shall  bee  Countied 
Legall  waring  and  if  there  is  two 
dayes  betwene  ye  day  of  waring  and 
ye  day  of  working  and  the  Seruay- 
cres  are  to  goe  & destraine  for  ye 
fines  and  giue  it  to  ye  men  that  dos 
ye  worke  or  hiere  other  men  to 
worke  m there  rome.  Voated 

The  Towne  dos  agree  that  any 
body  that  dos  ring  hoges  shall  haue 
three  pence  pr  hoge.  hee  finding 
rings  that  dos  ring  there  hoges  and 
is  ordred  by  ye  Towne  to  doe  ye 
worke.  Voated 

Peter  Sham  way  & James  Watters 
is  Chosen  to  ring  hoges  for  this 
yeare.  Voated 

The  Towne  has  Voated  that  ye 
old  Towne  Booke  shall  bee  Tran- 
cribed  in  to  ye  new  Towne  Booke 
all  that  is  needful  to  bee  don  & that 
is  not  all  redy  don  Voated 


Lliut  pebody  & John  Gould  are 
Chosen  to  Trancribe  all  ye  old 
Towne  booke  in  to  ye  newe  Towne 
booke  as  is  Needfull  to  bee  don 

Voated  j 

The  Towne  has  agreed  that  ye 
seclectmen  shall  repair  all  breaches 
about  ye  meeting  house  & parsonig 
house  & barne  & to  make  seates  in 
ye  meeting  house  & mend  ye  wach 
house  and  all  other  prudencnall  a 
fares  of  ye  Towne  all  at  ye  Towne 
charge  prokibbitmg  the  seclectmen 
from  aliniting  any  of  ye  Towne 
Common.  Voated 

Topsfeild  Aprill  11th  82.  reckned 
with  & receiued  of  Samuell  Howlett 
Constabel  fore  Topsfeild  : an  1678. 
the  full  some  of  6 lb  for  my  rate  for 
ye  yeare  78  I say  receiued  pr  me 
Jeamr  Hobbord. 

this  is  a true  Cope}7  of  mr  Hub- 
bord  Receiat  as  atested  by  mee. 

Dated  ye  12  A[p]riell  1682 

John  Gould  Clarke 

at  a lawfull  meting  of  the  select- 
men 20  of  desember  <si  upone  con- 
sederation  of  our  naigbour  Samuell 
Bussell  hath  not  a conueniant  place 
in  our  meting  hous  as  he  is  ordered 
to  sit  in  tharefore  we  doe  manifest 
our  wilingnes  that  he  should  sit  in 
the  seccond  seate  uoted  also  Leften- 
nent  pebody  is  ordered  to  in  form 
him  uoted. 

Ensigne  John  Gould  and  Isaac 
Easty  seuier  are  Chosen  to  goe  to  mr 
Jerymiah  Hobbord  to  demand  the 
key  of  the  parssenidg  house,  uoted 

The  seclectmen  haue  forbiden  and 
doe  by  this  prsont  declare  that  there 
shall  be  noe  raile  timber  feled  tell  ye 
generall  Towne  meeting  with  out  or- 
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der  from  ye  seclectmen  and  aney  man 
has  Libertey  to  take  any  raile  timber 
that  is  apon  ye  Common  that  has  bin 
feled  one  yeare  or  that  dos  Lie  in  a 
decaying  Condition  Voated 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Clect- 
men  ye  27  of  desember  1681  Corpl 
Jocab  Townes  and  John  How  are 
Chosn  and  a pionted  to  rune  ye  Line 
for  Deckan  Tho : perkins  which  is 
betwene  ye  Common  Land  and  Dec- 
kon  perkins  Land 

at  a lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  3 day  of  saptember  1681  John 
Robeson  excaptes  of  william  per- 
kenes  inner  pamaster  for  his  sweping 
the  meeting  hous  tel  march  naxt 
which  som  is  tvveute  fiu  penc  by  the 
selactmens  ordering  william  perkens 
to  pay  him 

a Rate  for  the  minester  for  the 


yeare  1681  begining  in 

nouember. 

mr  william  perkenes 

01 

08 

5 

mr  John  brodstreet 

01 

12 

4 

francos  pabody 

03 

04 

0 

Ensigne  John  goold 

02 

12 

8 

sar  John  Radington 

02 

07 

11 

decon  thomas  perkenes 

02 

07 

0 

mr  thomas  baker 

02 

07 

03 

wedoe  mary  towne 

01 

10 

00 

sar  Isack  Commes 

01 

11 

07 

Eproam  dormau 

01 

02 

06 

Cor  Jacob  towne 

01 

08 

09 

thomas  dorman 

01 

09 

02 

John  houey 

01 

15 

05 

John  willes 

01 

02 

01 

Isack  Este  senr 

01 

03 

00 

danell  bormau 

01 

08 

09 

danell  Clarke 

01 

00 

0 

william  auerell 

01 

00 

06 

John  pabody 

01 

10 

00 

Joseph  towne 

01 

02 

03 

John  Cortes 

00 

15 

08 

inikall  donel 

00 

13 

05 

mathew  stanle 

00 

14 

09 

John  how 

00 

13 

00 

John  french 

01 

01 

11 

John  prechet 

00 

15 

02 

william  nickalls 

0 

15 

06 

samuell  howlat 

0 

15 

02 

John  Robeson 

00 

14 

06 

william  perkens  innr 

00 

12 

05 

John  nickalls 

00 

15 

11 

william  hobes 

00 

13 

06 

phelap  knite 

00 

10 

04 

tobiiab  perkens 

00 

13 

08 

doe  andros 

00 

08 

00 

John  Ceuy  (?) 

00 

11 

00 

thomas  Ceuy  ( ?) 

00 

07 

04 

petter  shomay 

00 

07 

03 

Isack  Este  iunr 

00 

07 

01 

John  towne 

00 

05 

10 

thomas  towne 

00 

05 

07 

James  watteres 

00 

09 

04 

Elisha  perkens 

00 

08 

09 

Zechens  perkens 

00 

09 

08 

thomas  Cane 

00 

07 

00 

Joseph  Este 

00 

07 

09 

William  Wotsou 

00 

06 

00 

Abraham  Radington 

01 

05 

0 

John  Cimball 

00 

13 

0 

Robard  still es 

00 

15 

0 

samuel  busell 

01 

00 

0 

william  foster 

00 

15 

0 

Joseph  pabod}7 

00 

14 

0 

danell  black 

00 

08 

0 

Zecheus  Corteus  sen 

00 

14 

0 

Zecheus  Corteus  iunr 

00 

10 

0 

Joseph  bigsbe  iunr 

00 

05 

0 

John  Ramsdell 

00 

06 

0 

•gen  bigsbe 

01 

00 

0 

neamiah  abit 

00 

15 

0 

James  how  senr 

00 

10 

0 

Isack  foster 

00 

07 

0 

samuell  pearle 

00 

08 

0 

thomas  perle 

00 

09 

0 

abraham  how 

00 

OC 

0 

Robard  smith 

00 

13 

0 

timothy  perlle 

00 

06 

0 

■ 
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samuell  simanes 
william  howlat 
danell  wood 
beniman  bigesbe 
thomas  andros 
Cor  william  smith 
Isack  borten 
John  hunckcns 
samuell  stanlle 
leftenet  thomas  putnum 
mr  Joseph  porter 
beniman  porter 
mr  John  hale 

Jonathan  walcot 
william  dodge  senr 
Cor  william  Rament 
John  Rament 
thomas  Rament 
william  dodge  iuner 
Jonathan  looke 
John  lamson 
John  fisk 
mathew  perce 
danel  andros 
samuell  Cornish 
Joseph  heariek 
samuell  Cimball 
John  poland 
VVedoe  heiick 

samuell  molton 
James  fiend 
Joshua  Ray 
Edman  bishup 
uikoles  woodberi 
John  black 
Ephroom  heariek 
John  Andreus 
Joseph  Andreus 


01  06  0 
01  04  0 
00  06  0 

00  05  0 

00  18  0 

01  11  4 

00  16  0 
00  08  0 
00  05  9 

00  04  2 

00  04  0 

00  11  0 
00  01  6 
00  01  6 
00  01  6 
00  01  6 
00  01  6 
00  01  6 
00  01  6 
00  16  02 
00  02  10 
00  04  2 

00  06  00 
00  01  03 
00  02  0 
00  00  9 

00  01  03 
00  00  10 
00  00  9 

00  00  9 
00  01  6 
00  04  4 

00  02  0 
00  02  0 
00  01  0 
00  00  4 
00  03  04 
00  03  00 


Topsfield  Aprell  lltli:  1682  Recli- 
ned with  mr  William  perkius  Junr 
Constabell  for  an  79  he  hath  payd 
mee  the  full  rate  of  60  pounds  due 
for  ye  yeare  79  1 say  rcseiued 

pr  nice  Seremiah  Hobart 


this  is  a true  Copy  of  mr  Hubbort 
receat  as  atested  Dated  ye  12 
Apriell  1682.  pr  mee  John  Gould 
Clarke. 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ve 
12  Apriell  1682  Mr  Tho : Baker  & 
Corpr  Jacob  Townes  & John  How 
are  Chosen  to  goe  & rune  ye  peram- 
bulation Line  with  Salam  men  the 
seuenteene  day  of  this  Instant  Apr- 
iell. Voated 

The  Towne  has  manifesd  by  Voatc 
that  they  will  giue  Zacheus  Curties 
senr  Clabords  & shmgels  for  to 
01abor[d]  & shingell  his  house  pro- 
uided  et  dos  not  amount  to  aboue 
fiuteene  hundred  of  Clabbords  & 
shingell.  Yoated 

The  Towne  has  agreed  to  giue  ffull 
power  to  mr  Tho  : Baker  & Corprel 
Jacob  Towne  & John  How  to  sue 
for  a meseuer  or  for  a true  & exact 
a Count  of  all  ye  Land  any  man  or 
mene  doe  Clame  within  our  bounds 
and  ye  a for  said  men  are  impowered 
to  sue  or  other  wise  at  any  Court  or 
Courts  and  to  prosiCate  from  Court 
to  Court  tell  they  haue  ended  ye 
Case  : this  is  to  Confarme  any  form- 
er order  relating  to  some  of  Salom 
men  that  haue  Land  in  our  bounds 
and  when  ham  men  or  any  that  dos 
go  apou  our  Commons.  Voated 

At  A Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Seclect- 
men  of  Topsfeild  the  4 day  of  May 
1682. 

Mr  Thomas  Baker  & Corpr  Jacob 
Townes  & John  How  are  Chosen  and 
apionted  & haue  full  power  giuene 
granted  to  them  to  settell  a Line 
betwene  Whenham  and  Topsfeild 
Ether  by  a greeiuent  Vnder  both 
parties  hands  or  by  a Commitev 
Chosen  by  both  parties  or  close  to 
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bringe  Whenham  men  by  Law  to 
settell  a Line  or  any  other  way  as 
the  three  abone  named  men  shall  see 
beast  for  ye  good  of  our  Towne. 

At  A Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
men  the  4 clay  of  May  1682  wee 
doe  hereby  giue  full  power  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Baker  Corpr  Jacob  Townes 
& John  How  to  demand  of  aney  or 
all  the  men  of  Salarn  or  Whenham 
that  Clame  Land  or  Medoe  in  our 
Townes  bounds,  to  show  there  rightes 
and  titels  to  those  Lands  Clamed  by 
them  and  allso  there  seuerall  bounds 
to  those  Land  Clamed  by  them  and 
if  any  or  all  of  them  shall  refuse  or 
doe  not  make  et  Legally  apere  how 
thay  Came  by  those  Lands  thay  Clame 
to  ye  satisfaction  of  ye  aboue  said 
Baker  Townes  & how : wee  doe 

keareby  giue  them  full  power  in  ye 
Name  of  ye  Towne  to  make  trespas 
on  those  Land  or  sue  the  Clamers 
thereof  and  procekeut  the  Law 
against  them  or  any  of  them  or  to 
Compound  and  a gree  with  any  of 
them  as  thay  shall  see  meete  and 
what  so  euer  thay  shall  doe  there  in 
wee  will  owne  and  stand  by  and 
eonferme  as  witnes  our  hands. 

John  Gould  seur 
frances  pabody 
Thomas  Perkins 
John  Reding  ton 

Wee  Tho : Baker  & Jacob  Townes 
& John  How  not  with  standing  what 
ve  seclect  have  ingaged  to  Vs  in 
there  order  bareing  date  ye  4 May 
16S2  to  bare  Vs  out  in  sueing  or 
luinning  a line  with  Whenham  men 
doe  intend  noe  other  pa}T  but  what 
ye  Towne  base  ingaged  in  there 
former  order  or  anv  other  that  ve 
selectmen  order  dos  giue  Vs  power 
to  sue  for  as  witness  our  hands 


Thomas  Baker 
Jacob  towne 
John  How 

the  4 May  1682  there  was  a Rate 
made  and  Commited  to  Daniell  Red- 
ington  Constabell  of  Topsfeild  a 
mounting  to  hue  pounds  in  silver  for 
agants  goeiug  to  his  Maiestey. 

Reced  June  9th  from  William 
Smith  seuerall  paminents  Amounting 
to  twenty  Three  pounds  hue  shillings 
& nine  pence  in  mone3T  & twenty 
foure  pounds  fouearteen  siblings  in 
Con  trey  pay  being  in  Hull  of  Tops- 
feild proportion  to  foner  country 
Rate  & A quarter  I say  reced  pr 
Jame  Rusell  Tresuer. 

This  is  a true  Copey  of  ye  Tresuer 
Reseate  this  20  day  of  June  1682  as 
atested  by 

Ephraim  dorman 
John  Gould  Senr 
recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

Will : Smith  was  Constabell  for  ye 
yeare  1680  for  ye  Dates  as  he  has 
paid  to  ye  Tresuer  as  ye  Tresuer 
Resect  dos  make  apere  abou  dated. 

at  A Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
20  June  1682  the  Towne  granted  to 
mr  Joseph  Capen  twelue  eachers  of 
vpland  & medoe  or  swampe  that  will 
make  raedo : if  mr  Capen  dos  settell 
a mongst  vs  and  except  of  ye  miuis- 
terall  ofeicese  a mongest  vs  and  if 
God  by  his  prouedauces  dos  take 
a way  mr  Capen  from  vs : then  the 
Towne  dos  desier  to  hane  the  refusal! 
of  hying  the  Land  paving  mr  Capen 
for  what  hee  has  Laid  out  one  ye 
Land  as  aney  otkher  mao  or  men 
shall  doe. 

Voated 

The  Towne  dos  Vnderstand  by  ye 
selectmen  that  Mr  Capen  will  except 
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of  aparcell  of  Land  that  was  shone 
Mr  Capen  by  ye  seclectmen  neere  to 
John  How  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos  not 
Like  that  pereeli  of  Land  thin  ye 
Towneh  as  Chosen  a Commitey  to  goe 
& Looke  one  some  other  plase  and 
make  returne  to  ye  Towne  whare  it  is 
which  hee  shall  haue  and  if  it  be  not 
greetly  to  ye  Townes  d&mig  but  if 
Mr  Capen  dos  except  of  ye  plase 
showne  him  by  ye  seclectmen  then  ye 
Cornmity  are  im  powered  to  Lay  it 
out  whe.  Mr  Capen  dos  desier  it  to 
be  don  Voated 

Leiut  pebody  Sargt  Redington 
Corpr  Jacob  Townes  & John  Wilds 
& John  Gould  Senr.  are  Chosen  a 
Commitey  to  goe  & Lay  out  twelue 
eachers  of  Land  & swampe  or  medoe 
to  Mr  Capen  when  Mr  Capen  dos 
desier  it  & if  Mr  Capen  dos  Like  ye 
plase  that  was  shone  him  by  ye  seclect- 
men : and  if  Mr  Capen  dos  not  Like 
that  plase  then  thay  are  to  goe  with 
Mi  Capen  to  Looke  one  some  other 
plase  and  make  returne  to  ye  Towne 
of  ye  plase  then  desiered  by  Mr 
Capen  acording  to  Towne  order. 

Voated 

20  2 mo  1682 

At  a Towne  meetting  Walter 
ffaierfieeld  & Deacon  ffiske  are  Ap- 
pointed to  .loyue  with  the  selectmen 
to  meett  with  Topstield  men  : on  fry- 
daye  Come  fortnite  and  haue  full 
power  to  setle  the  Lyne  hetwene 
Topsfeild  or  Towne 
that  is  a true  Coppey  taken  out  of 
the  Towne  bookeof  Wenharn  Attest- 
ed Thos : ffiske  recorder  to  the 
Towne. 

this  is  a true  Coppey  of  Wenliam  men 
order  as  apered  Vndcr  there  recorder 
hand  : as  atested  John  Gould  record- 


er for  Topsfeild  this  24  June  1682. 

Wee  whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  being  impowered  by  our 
Respectife  Townes  fidclied  Topsfeild 
and  Wenharn  meet  to  gather  this  fifth 
day  of  the  thurd  month  1682  to  settall 
a deuitionall  Line  beetwixt  our 
Townes : haue  agreeed  that  from  a 
Littell  tree  neere  Joseph  Porters  me- 
dow  marked  with  T and  W : and  set 
about  with  a heeape  of  stones  and 
from  thence  to  a plump  of  m a pels 
marked  which  siandeth  northward 
from  the  fore  sd  tree  and  siandeth  by 
Charles  Gote  medow  and  from  thence 
towards  the  Reuere  a Cording  as  the 
brooke  runes  Vntill  it  Cometh  to  an 
Hand  by  the  Edge  of  a swamp  Joine- 
ing  to  a peece  of  medow  Called  Peg- 
dons  medow  and  from  the  weast 
point  of  ye  sd  Hand  by  the  edge  of 
ye  medow  tell  it  Cometh  to  }7e  West 
side  of  Pegdens  medow  a foresaid 
said  and  so  in  Cludinge  ye  said 
medow  to  Wenharn  to  an  Hand  Caled 
hocellbarey  Hand  and  from  thence 
to  the  est  end  of  ye  sd  Hand  in 
Chiding  all  Walter  ffarefeeild  medow 
to  Wlienham  by  a straight  Line  and 
this  agreemant  to  bee  a full  settle- 
ment of  a diuetionall  Line  betv/ene 
our  Townes  and  in  Conformation 
thereof  wee  haue  set  too  our  hands. 
Tho  : Baker  Tho  : ffiske 

Jacob  Townes  Walter  ffarefeild 

John  How  Charles  Gott 

Tho : Patch 
William  ffiske. 

This  is  a true  Coppey  of  ye  orig- 
nell  Vnder  there  hands  as  thay  bee 
now7  set  downe  as  atessted  by  me 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

tliis  is  Compared  with  ye  oregionall 
atested  by  me  John  How. 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ve  secleot- 
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men  the  12  of  September  1682  the 
seelectmen  haue  agreed  to  forewarne 
ye  Widdoe  Bridges  out  of  Topsfeild 
with  her  Children  and  thay  haue 
ordered  the  Constabell  to  goe  and 
forwarne  her  from  staying  here  in 
Topsfeild. 

at  A Lawfull  meeting  of  The 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  & the  neaibors 
of  ye  Vilege  Ipswich  farme  ye  25 
September  1682  being  meete  togather 
to  he  a re  Mr  Capen  Answer  did  re- 
seufe  his  Answer  and  Voated  et  to 
be  entred  in  ye  Towne  book  Voted 
Corpr  Will  Smith  is  Chosen  to 
same  on  ye  Juerey  of  Triads  this 
Court  now  to  be  liild  at  Ipswich  the 
Last  tusday  of  this  Instant  month 

Voated 

at  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  free- 
men of  Aprieii  1682  Thomas  Dorman 
is  Chosen  to  sarue  on  the  Grand 
Juerey  for  this  yeare  Voated 

it  was  Voated  that  ye  seelectmen 
sbuld  goe  aud  adoise  with  Mr  Capen 
about  his  sottelment  here  with  Vs 
and  what  way  Mr  Capen  would  haue 
ii  don  and  so  make  returne  to  ye 
Towne  Voted 

25  September  1 682 
it  Was  Voated  that  ye  seelectmen 
shall  goe  and  aduise  with  inr  Capen 
which  way  mr  Capen  will  haue  the 
money  Laid  out  that  is  subCribed  to 
be  giuenc  to  mr  Capen. 

In  Answer  to  ye  motion  of  ye 
Church  & Towne  of  Topsfeild  and 
ye  Neighbors  of  Rowly  Village  & 
Ipswich:  Sept.  IS:  An  Do  f632 : 
Hailing  taken  into  serious  Consider- 
ation ye  motion  which  hath  been 
made  by  your  seines  to  mee  in  order  to 
ve  worke  of  ye  ministery  among  you, 
hauing  also  to  ye  Vtmost  of  my 


Vnderstanding  & abillitv  Eyed  & 
obsurved  both  ye  word  & ye  proui- 
dences  of  God  in  order  thereunto : 
and  Although  I am  greatly  sensible 
of  my  inabillity  and  Insufficiency  to 
so  great  a worke,  yet  seeing  it  is 
God  who  hath  by  his  prouidence 
brought  mee  into  ye  same  & not  see- 
ing my  way  Clear  to  break  of  from 
that  Worke,  Considering  also  ye 
Continuance  of  yor  Lone  & good 
Affecttion  to  mee  hauing  also  been 
Earnest  with  that  God  (Wich  direct- 
eth  his  in  all  their  Wayes  setteth 
bounds  to  ye  habitations  of  all  men) 
for  guidance  Counsell  & Direction  in 
this  great  Affair  : Waighiug  all  these 
things  together  I do  Intend  if  God 
shall  Continue  me  in  this  Worke  by 
Assitting  & iuabling  mee  there  Vnto 
to  Continue  With  you  in  the  Worke 
of  ye  Gospell  in  order  to  a farther 
settlment  in  God  own  tim  VnLese 
anything  shall  Interuene  Which  shall 
bee  accounted  by  Indiffarant  & Im- 
partiall  Judgments  to  bee  Just 
ground  <£  sufficient  Reason  to  obstruct 
any  proceedings  of  that  Nature. 

Joseph  Capen. 

This  is  a true  Copey  of  mr  Capen 
Answer  to  ye  Church  & Towne  of 
Topsfeild  & ye  Neighbours  of  Rowly 
Village  A Ipswich  as  atested 
Johu  Gould  Recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

I Thomas  perkins  senr  see  it  Com- 
pared aud  I doe  aferme  this  aboue 
to  bee  a true  Copey  of  mr  Capen 
answer  as  witnes  my  hand 

Thomas  Perkins. 

Topsfeild,  July  5,  1682 

Receiued  of  Ensign  Juo  Gould  & 
Johu  How  Constable  of  Topsfeild  the 
Complement  of  a Rate  of  sixty  pound 
for  my  Labours  in  ye  ministry  there 
iu  the  yeare  77  I say  Receiued 
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Per  mee  Jere  Hobart. 

This  is  atrue  Copey  of  mr  Hubbord 
Reseate  at  atested  by  mee  John 
Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

Witnes  willam  smyth 

Thomas  Dorman 

[the  above  5 lines  were  afterwards 
interlined  in  the  record  with  a black- 
er ink] 

This  a true  Copey  of  mr  Hobart 
Reseate  as  atested  John  Gould  Re- 
corder for  ye  Towne  of  Topsfeild: 
60:  00:  00 

Rescued  June  9th  1682  from 
Daniell  Rediugton  in  full  of  Tops- 
feild Rate  for  our  agents:  flue  pound 
in  money. 

Jame  Russell  Treasuer  05:  00:  00 

this  is  a true  Copey  of  ye  Tresuer 
Reseate  as  atested  John  Gould  Re- 
corder for  Topsfeild  this  21  of  Nou- 
ember  1682. 

witnes  Ephrin  dorm  an. 

at  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
21  nouember  1682  John  How  is 
Chosen  to  answer  at  ye  Court  at 
Salorn  for  Topsfeild  for  ther  being 
Complain d of  about  a defected 
bridges  Voated 

Topsfd  July  5th  82. 

Receiued  of  William  Smith  senr 
Constabel  the  Complement  of  a rate 
of  Twenty  pounds,  made  for  my 
Labour  part  of  the  yeare,  80  at  Tops- 
feild. I say  receiued  Per  mee 

Jere  Hobart. 

This  is  a true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  orignall  Vudcr  mr  Hobart 
hand  as  atested  by  mee  John  Gould 
recorder  for  Topsfeild  this  21  Nou- 
ember 1682.  this  is  truly  compared 
and  ye  oregenall  aetualv  don  by  mr 
llobead  atasted  by  me  John  How. 

.Yt  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 


21  Nouember  1682. 

The  Towne  has  for  ye  full  sattis- 
fieing  of  Mr  Capen  in  respect  of  his  j 
good  Answer  to  ye  Church  and  ; 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  and  Neaighobers 
of  ye  Vilig  & Ipswich  farmes  of  his 
settlement  amongst  Ys  in  God  one 
time  in  order  to  ye  Worke  of  ye  gos-  j 
piell.  The  Towne  dos  ffuly  Con-  ! 
furme  ye  Land  granted  to  Mr  Capen 
to  bee  his  owne  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos 
Lay  out  any  Charge  a bout  ye  Land 
ye  Towne  dos  Looke  at  themselues, 
bound  to  pay  Mr  Capen  for  it  as  any 
man  or  men  shall  doe  aCording  tp  I 
former  Towne  order  if  any  thing  by 
God  prouedance  shall  hinder  Mr 
Capen  ordenation  a mongst  Vs. 

Voated, 

The  Towne  Confarmed  the  bounds  ; 
Laid  out  by  John  How  & John  Gould  1 
Senr  to  Mr  Hobart  of  a pond  & three 
eackers  of  Vpland  to  stand  good  to 
Samuel  Howlett  & his  assignes  for 
euer. 

Voated. 

John  Houey  entred  his  Con  trey 
desent  to  ye  Voat  aboue  Whighteen 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  being  apointed  by  ye 
'Towne  to  Lay  out  three  eackers  of 
Land  that  ye  Towne  granted  to  Mr 
Jere  Hohart  Wee  accordingly  haue 
dou  it.  beginning  at  ye  pond  by  a 
stompe  with  a heape  of  stones  at  it 
being  one  ye  North  sid  of  ye  Land 
and  soe  Rueing  Esterly  to  a stake 
with  a heap  of  stones  at  it  and  from 
thence  sowertly  to  a Littell  hlake 
oacke  marked  With  a heape  of 
stones  at  it  and  from  that  Westerly 
to  fouer  Littell  whiat  oackes  marked 
with  a heape  of  stones  at  it  a Joniug 
to  ye  pond  and  ye  bounds  of  ve  pond 
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from  ye  whiat  oackes  marked  as 
before  said  all  a Long  as  ye  trees  bee 
marked  to  ye  stompe  with  a keape  of 
stones  as  before  said  the  Land  Joy- 
ing to  ye  pond  ye  whiate  oackes  and 
ye  stompe  with  ye  stones  at  them  doe 
.lone  to  ye  pond  being  the  two  fouer 
bounds  of  ye  three  eackers  of  Land 
dated  ye  eight  day  of  march  1677  or  78 
John  Gould, 
John  How, 

At  a Law  full  Towne  meeting  ye 
2 1 Noumber  1682  The  Towne  has 
giuen  power  to  ye  select  men  to  Let 
ye  parsoniage  house  & barne  & land 
belonging  to  it  so  as  it  may  repare  it 
seife  and  not  come  to  a Towne 
Charged  to  be  repared.  Voated. 

The  Towne  has  Lefte  it  to  ye 
selectmen  adding  Will:  Auerey  & 
Isacke  Estev  & John  Wilds  to  ye 
selectmen  for  ye  seateing  of  pepall 
in  our  meeting  house.  Voated. 

A Rate  deliuered  to  Daniell  Red- 
ington  Constable  for  ye  Contry 
a mounting  to  twenty  hue  pounds  for 
ye  yeare  1681  and  a rate  for  ye  Con- 
nty  trescarv  of  hue  pounds  in  ye 
yeare  1682  and  a rate  for  ye  Contrey 
amounting  to  tliurty  pounds  for  ye 
yeare  1682. 

There  is  a Towne  Rate  deliurcd  to 
Daniell  Redington  Constabell  a 
mounting  to  twenty  fouer  pounds 
tiueteene  sibling  <fc  apeney  bareing 
date  26  desemhr  1682. 

the  Towne  detes  that  ye  Consta- 
bell is  to  pay  out  of  this  rate  is 
twenty  fouer  pounds  liiuteene  sibl- 
ings & apeney. 

At  a Lawfull  Meeting  of  ye  Select- 
men ye  16  of  Jenownry  1682. 

rim  Selectmen  liaue  agreeed  with 
Samuel  Symons  to  set  Vp  a galerey  at 


ye  West  end  of  ye  meeting  hous  of 
Topsfeild  and  ye  said  Symons  Sy- 
mons is  to  take  pay  of  those  that 
site  in  ye  galerey  for  his  Worke:  & if 
any  dos  die  or  remoue  and  those 
that  dos  siruiee  them  dos  not  Contin- 
eu  Constant  lierers  and  Contributors 
to  ye  W ord  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
then  it  tis  Left  to  yemaior  part  of  ye 
Constant  herers  and  Contributers  to 
270  Word  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
Whether  thav  Will  by  ye  seats  or 
giue  them  Liberty  to  sell  to  home 
tkay  see  Good:  also  Samuel  Symons 

has  Liberty  to  alter  ye  stares  that 
goes  Vp  into  ye  galerey  now  and  to 
make  one  other  pare  of  stares  that 
shall  goe  into  the  galere}’  that  ye  sd 
Symons  is  to  set  Vp:  and  into  ye 
galery  that  is  already  set  Vp  & if 
thay  that  sit  in  ye  galery  now  will 
not  bee  at  ye  Charge  of  ye  reraoue- 
ing  of  ye  stares  With  those  vt  dos  sit 
in  ye  galerey  that  ye  sd  Symons  dos 
set  Vp  then  it  tis  to  be  put  one  a 
Towne  a Count:  also  ye  said  Symons 
has  Liberty  to  remoue  ye  Wiudoe  that 
is  ouer  ye  dore  Wheare  he  is  to  set 
Vp  ye  galorev  Leneing  one  Lite  be 
Low 

Thomas  perkins 
Jacob  Townes 
firancies  pebody 
John  Redington 
John  Gould 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
men  ye  16  of  Jenewr  1682 

et  was  Voated  by  ye  Seclectmen  and 
Confined  by  them  that  John  Gould 
should  send  worants  for  Will:  Auerey 
seur  & Mr  Will:  perkins  & John 

Honey  & Will:  Nickles  which  wee 

liaue  Chosen  for  Tieuingmen  for  this 
yeare  to  Come  to  ye  said  Gould  house 
and  take  there  oathes  a Cording  to 
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Law  for  wee  haue  apionted  ye  sd 
Gould  to  giue  them  there  oathes  as 
ye  Law  derects 

Voated. 

At  A Lawfull  meeting  of  ye 
secleetmen  ye  30  Jenewr  1 682  or  83. 
Wee  haue  Chosen  CorprWill:  Smith 
to  kepe  ornorey  at  Topsfeild  which 
wee  doe  desier  this  honered  Court  to 
point  him  a tirm  for  yt  end  also  wee 
haueing  our  prinerail  Towne  meeting 
in  cold  wether  wee  doe  a Low  Corpr 
Smith  to  sell  beer  to  ye  Townsmen 
that  day  and  to  kepe  a fier  in  ye 
hous  that  day  for  The  Towne  to  re- 
moue  there  meeting  and  if  thay  see 
Case  demand 

At  A Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the:  6:  march  1682  or 
83. 

John  Gould  was  chosen  to  kepe  ye 
Towne  booke  for  ye  yeare  insueing 

Corpr  William  Smith  is  Chosen 
Constabell  for  ye  yeare  insueing  for 
Topsfeild 

Sergt  Isack  Comings  is  Chosen  to 
serue  one  ye  Jeruey  of  triall  the  next 
Court  hild  at  Ipswich  the  Last  tusday 
of  this  Instant  march 

Mr  Thomas  Baker  Isacke  Estey 
Clarke  Sargt  Ephrom  Dorman  Sam- 
uel Howlett  & John  Gould  Seur:  are 
chosen  secleetmen  for  to  order  ye  pre- 
denchall  afaiers  of  ye  Towne  for  this 
yeare  insueing : only  wee  prohibbit 
them  from  giueing  or  selling  or  ex- 
chaing  any  of  ye  Townes  Land 

Daniell  Clarke  Coming  into  ye 
Towne  meeting  the  6 of  march  1682 
or  83  and  saing  that  hee  had  noe 
wright  in  ye  Coming 

The  Towne  has  Voated  Goodman 
Clarke  a Comminer  Voated 

The  Towne  lias  a greed  that  Sam- 


uel Symons  shall  set  Vp  a galerey  at  j 
ye  Este  end  of  ye  meeting  house  j 
apon  ye  same  Conditione  that  hee  -j 
has  a greed  with  ye  secleetmen  to  set  i 
Vp  one  galerey  at  ye  West  end  of  ye  1 
meeting  house  Voated  3 

The  Towne  has  manisfected  by  ’ 
Voate  that  thay  doe  desier  Abraham  ; 
Redington  Senr  to  Come  and  site  in  \ 
ye  fore  seeate  and  old  Goodman] 
Nicklos  in  ye  seckond  seeate  Voated  ! 

The  Towne  has  a greed  by  Voate  \ 
to  pepitiou  ye  Generali  Courte  for  j 
an  axplanation  of  there  grants  of 
Topsfeild  bounds  Voated 

The  Towne  does  by  Voat  declare 
that  there  shall  bee  appetion  prefered  ; 
to  ye  Honered  Generali  Court  for  j 
there  axplaiing  of  two  grants  vpon 
Court  reckons  one  baring  date  1643  \ 
the  other  in  ye  yeare  1658:  this  j 
petition  shall  be  prefered  by  Mr  Tho 
Baker  Jacob  Townes  and  John  How  : 
or  whome  thay  shall  desier  to  Joyne  j 
with  them. 

The  Towne  has  granted  to  Daniell 
Clarke  that  Littell  silipe  of  Land  that 
hee  has  fenced  in  betweene  his  house 
and  that  house  as  peter  Shamway 
did  Liue  in  but  ye  sd  Clarke  is  not 
to  remoue  his  fence  any  f order  apon 
ye  Towne  Common  then  it  dos  now 
stand  Voated 

John  Wilds  & Elisha  perkins  are 
Chosen  to  be  seueruoyes  for  hie 
Waves  & fTences  for  this  yeare 

Voated 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  Beeing  Apionted  by  the 
Towne^of  Topsfeild  to  Lav  out  to  Mr 
Capen  tweuele  Eackers  of  Land  it 
being  Vpiand  and  Swampe  «fc  medoe 
as  is  in  ye  Towne  booke  expresed 
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Wee  accordingly  haue  don  it:  begin- 
ing  at  astake  standing  apon  the  plaine 
next  to  Goodman  How  so  Ruing 
norerly  two  and  tliurty  rod  to  a 
Littell  red  oacke  marked  with  a heape 
of  stones  at  it:  and  from  thence 
roining  Esterly  apon  a straight  Line 
to  anelme  marked  With  a heape  of 
stones  at  it  this  Line  is  sixty  rod 
Longe:  and  from  the  Elme  apon  a 
straight  Line  to  a nash  marked  in  the 
swampe  ueere  Mr  William  perkins 
and  this  Line  is  thurty  eaight  rod 
Longe  and  from  ye  ashe  tree  apon  a 
straight  Line  to  the  stake  before 
named  as  Witnes  our  hands  this  28th 
of  ffebewary  1682  or  83 

finances  Pebody 
John  Wilds 
Jacob  Townes  senr 
John  Gould  senr 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
raen  ye  13  March  1682  or  83 

John  Wilds  is  Chosen  a tieingman 
and  his  presinkes  is  from  Samuel  How- 
lett  & all  ye  ffaimelies  there  about  by 
Reckon  perkins  & all  about  Daniell 
Clarke  & Tobigha  perkins  is  Chosen 
a tieingman  & his  presinkes  is  ail  ye 
ffaimeles  ffrom  Sargt  Comings  to 
John  prichats  to  Mr  Baker  & to 
William  Anerey  John  Robinson  is 
Chosen  a tieingman  and  his  pre- 
sinkes is  all  a Longe  from  Corpr 
Townes  Vp  to  John  Gould  John 
Nicklas  is  Chosen  a tieingman  If  all 
ye  ffaimeles  one  that  sid  ye  riuer  hee 
Liues  one. 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
meu  the  23  of  Apriell  1*683  Lliut 
Pebody  & Mr  Thomas  Baker  &John 
How  are  Chosen  to  meete  With  y<* 
Oentellnien  that  Come  from  Ipswich 
at  William  Howlett  one  the  twenty 


forth  of  this  Instant  month  to  settell 
a Line  betwene  Ipswich  and  Tops- 
feild. 

I John  How  doe  acknolig  that  I 
haue  Rescued  of  Lliut  pebody  the 
ffouer  pounds  ninee  shilings  and  two 
pence  that  ye  Towne  did  a gree  by 
Yoat  to  pay  mee  for  so  much  as  they 
had  rated  ye  Gouner  Symon  Brad- 
street  Esqr  for  and  ye  Gounr  not 
paying  of  it  ye  Towne  did  pas  a 
Yoat  the  forth  of  Noumber  1681  that 
I should  haue  it  in  a Towne  rate  : a 
Towne  rate  being  made  for  that  end 
and  deliuered  to  Lieut  pebody  I doe 
acknolig  that  I haue  Reseued  the 
hole  some  as  is  aboue  expresed  as 
Witnes  m37  hand  this  23  of  Apriell 
1683 

John  How. 

Witnes  John  Gould  Recorder  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the  4 May  1683 

Sargt  John  Reding  ton  is  Chosen 
Ganieuery  man  for  this  yeare  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  A Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
4:  May  1683  the  Towne  has.  giuene 
power  to  Lliut  pebody  & Mr  Thomas 
Baker  & John  Wilds  & Sargt  Dor- 
man to  git  Ipswich  men  to  take  of 
the  Conditions  that  is  in  there  grant 
to  us  and  then  to  settell  a Line  With 
Ipswich  for  our  Towne  Voated 

there  Was  a rate  made  by  Vartey 
of  a Woraut  from  ye  Contrev  Ties- 
erur  of  two  pound  seueuteene  siblings 
& aLeuene  pence  to  be  paid  111  mon- 
ey for  Ynimproued  Land  his  worraut 
did  bare  date  Boston  27th  March 
1683  & it  was  made  ye  March  1683 
and  deliuered  to  ye  Consraboll  of 
Topsfeild 
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there  Was  a rate  made  by  Vartey 
of  a Warrant  from  ye  Contrey  Tres- 
erur  of  ten  pounds  two  shilings  to  be 
paid  in  money  for  our  agants  and 
other  neseray  Charges  for  ye  Contrey 
and  deiieured  to  ye  Constabeli  the 
9 May  1683:  the  Treseuer  Worrant 
did  bare  date  Boston  March  27th  1683. 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Sec- 
lectmen  of  Topsfeild  ye  23  of  July 
1683 

Whareas  Wee  did  Reseue  a Wright- 
teen  from  ye  Seclectmen  of  Salam 
to  apiont  two  men  to  meete  som 
men  thay  < 'hose  at  Liut  Thomas 
putnam  one  frieday  next  to  Lay  out 
a Contrey  hie  Way:  betwene  Salam 
& Andeuer 

Wee  haue  Carefuly  Looked  into  ye 
Law  and  Wee  find  that  Wee  haue 
noe  power  to  Chose  men  for  that  end 
for  ye  Law  dos  Say  ye  Townes  shall 
doe  it:  in  Lone  Wee  have  Chosen 
two  men  to  Come  to  meete  yu  to  tell 
yu  ye  reson  Whie  Wee  Could  doe 
noe  more  at  this  time  and  ye  two 
men  that  are  Chosen  is  Lliut  Tho: 
Baker  & John  Gould 

At  a Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye  22 
of  agust  1683 

John  ffranch  Was  Chosen  a Com- 
missioner to  Joyne  with  ye  seclectmen 
to  take  a List  of  all  male  persons 
and  other  estates  as  ye  Law  d roots 
and  to  Carey  it  to  ye  shore  Towne 
and  to  Jovne  With  ye  Commissioner 
there  as  ye  Law  detects.  Voted 

At  a Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
lectmen of  Topsfeild  the  28  agust 
1683 

There  being  great  Complaints  Com- 
ing to  Vs  about  many  pepell  Lott- 
ing there  tames  rune  apon  ye  Com- 
mon to  ye  great  damige  of  the  breed 


of  sheepe  in  or  Towne  and  ye  owners 
of  the  rames  Will  take  noe  Care  to 
prfent  ye  damige  that  Comes  by 
rames  ruing  one  ye  Common  at  Lib- 
erty Therefore  to  prfent  forder  dam- 
ige by  rames:  ruing  one  ye  Common 
it  tis  hereby  declared  by  ye  seclect- 
men that  that  man  or  men  yt  dos  not 
fforth  with  take  Vp  his  ram  or  rames 
from  ruing  at  Libert}7  one  ye  Com- 
mon or  one  any  open  ground  yt  is 
not  inclosed  shall  forfite  ye  one  halfe 
of  ye  said  ram  to  him  yt  take  ye  sd 
ram  Vp  and  ye  man  yt  take  Vp  ye 
ram  is  to  Crie  ye  ram  a Cording  to 
Law  and  if  noe  owner  apere  Within 
ten  dayes  then  he  yt  take  up  ye  ram 
has  Liberty  to  kille  ye  ram  or  to  se- 
kuere  him  from  doeing  damige  as 
before  expresed  and  if  ye  owner  dos 
apeere  Within  one  fortnight  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  ram  so  taken  Vp  to  ye 
owner  an  d'ye  other  halfe  to  ye  man 
yt  tooke  him  Vp  and  if  noe  owner 
apeere  within  ye  time  before  expresed 
then  one  halfe  of  ye  ram  so  taken 
Vp  to  ye  Ves  of  ye  Towne  and  there 
is  noe  Liberty  for  rames  to  rune  one 
ye  ground  Vninelosed  from  yc  tenth 
of  July  to  ye  twelth  of  Nouember 
and  any  man  has  Libert}7  to  take  Vp 
any  ram  so  ruing  within  this  time  and 
this  order  to  stand  in  force  tell  ye 
Towne  see  Case  to  make  some  other 
order  about  rames  or  ye  seclectmen 
see  good  to  repeall  it.  Voated 

Apriell  22  1664. 

Acordiug  to  the  order  of  the  Hon- 
oured Generali  Court  May  the 
Seuenth  1662  Wee  Whos  names  are 
hereunto  subscribed  ruingc  the  delud- 
ing Line  between  Salam  and  Tops- 
feild. Wee  rune  from  Sal' in  meeting 
house  six  miles  apon  playne  ground 
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(by  trauis)  somthing  more  Westerly 
then  the  north  and  by  West  poynt 
Wheare  wee  set  a stake  and  erected  a 
heape  of  stones,  there  standing  a 
White  oak  a bout  two  or  three  pole 
more  southerly  of  it  marked  with  S 
T and  from  that  heape  of  stones 
Wee  first  rune  Eastward  Circularly 
and  marked  a Whitoake  with  S T 
and  so  continuinge  the  Line  With 
marked  trees  Vntill  Wee  Came  at 
Bishops  meow  to  a red  oake  marked 
at  the  north  end  of  Bishops  greater 
part  of  medow  and  so  runinge 
betwene  the  two  medows  oner  Bish- 
ops brooke  to  a White  oake  and  from 
thence  to  Long  Sponge  almost  all  the 
way  through  it  by  maples  and  one 
wallnut  tree  marked  in  the  Sponge 
from  thence  crose  Thomas  putnams 
medow  to  a red  oake  marked  on  the 
east  side  of  it  and  so  ouer  the  hill 
Through  tfarrner  porters  medow  Vuto 
a Littell  Whit  oake  marked  with  T S 
which  stands  on  the  east  side  of  the 
high  way  by  the  fordo  ouer  the 
brooke  Which  is  Commonly  Called 
stoney  brooke  from  thence  it  runes 
cross  on  other  parcel  of  tfarrner  por- 
ters medow  on  the  north  end  of  the 
Long  hill  which  Lyeth  on  the  south 
east  of  the  said  medow  by  a marked 
Wallnut  tree  and  from  thence  to 
Wennum  Line  Which  Line  from  the 
heape  of  stones  is  about  two  mille 
and  one  halfe. 

Then  Wee  began  at  the  tirst  heape 
of  stones  and  ran  towards  the  south 
east  (still  keping  six  milles  from 
i>alam  meeting:  house)  Wee  rune  ouer 
the  northeast  end  of  Maior  Haith- 
erns  hill  about  sixty  pole  by  estema- 
tion  from  his  medow  from  thence 
ruining  by  a marked  tree  ouer  part  of 
Mr  Currins  farme  Crose  by  the  sid 


of  a Sponge  of  medow  Which  Lyeth 
Vpon  Ipswich  riuer  neare  thurty  pole 
from  the  riuer,  and  from  thence  the 
Line  runs  be  Low  the  side  of  the 
steepe  hill  by  the  side  of  the  medow 
Vnto  a marked  pine  and  from  that 
a Longe  in  that  narrow  Sponge  of 
medow  Vnto  an  other  pine  marked 
With  S T standing  in  a Litell  pine 
swampe  on  the  east  sid  of  the  Litell 
brooke  about  two  pole  from  it,  from 
thence  it  ran  through  Henry  ffelps 
feeld  on  the  east  sid  of  his  house 
Vnto  agreat  red  oake  marked  with  S 
T standing  a bout  ten  pole  Westward 
of  Andeuer  road  to  Salam  and  from 
thence  to  a pine  forward  in  the  Line 
and  so  to  a duble  Whiat  oake  mark- 
ed as  before  Which  stands  on  the 
south  of  a Littell  medow  fenced  in 
and  from  that  to  redding  Line  soe 
that  this  South  West  Line  is  a bout 
four  milles  from  the  heape  of  stones, 
all  Which  markes  was  faithfully  and 
exactly  wrought  acording  to  the 
rulles  of  art  and  the  Whole  bounds 
of  Salam  as  now  wee  haue  rune  it  is 
full  six  miles  from  Salam  meeting 
hous 

Thomas  Noyes 

Jonathan  Danforth 
this  was  entred  by  Voate  & order  of 
ye  Seclectmen  of  Topsfeild  in  to 
there  Towne  booke 

This  is  a true  Copey  Compared 
With  the  orignall  as  atested  by  mee 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild 

at  a Lawfull  meetiug  of  ye  Town 
of  Topsfeild  the  2 day  of  Nouember 
1683 

the  men  that  ye  Towne  did  iin pow- 
er to  sue  and  petition  for  the  Lands 
that  ware  by  Salam  granted  in  or 
bounds  bane  don  it  and  Come  to  ye 
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Towne  for  there  waiges  and  their 
being  but  a small  aper'ance  the  Towne 
sees  good  to  a Jorne  there  Towne 
meeting  tell  ten  aClcke  in  ye  morn 
ye  twenty  of  this  Instant 
At  a Lawful!  Towne  meeting  hild 
apon  a Jorment  ye  20  Noumhar  1683 
The  Towne  did  manifest  by  Voate 
that  the  three  men  namely  LHut 
Thomas  Baker  Corpr  Jacob  Townes 
and  John  How  shall  haue  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  Land  that  thay  doe  re- 
couer  for  ye  Towne  as  fast  as  thay 
doe  reeouer  it  Leaueing  one  lialfe  to 
ye  Towne  all  waves  as  fast  as  thay 
doe  reeouer  it  and  thay  'are  iropower- 
ed  to  goe  one  With  pertickiers  sutes 
as  fast  as  thay  can  tell  thay  haue 
recouered  all  as  is  ye  Townes  a Cord- 
ing to  Generell  Court  order  and  ye 
Land  that  shall  be  recouered  by  this 
aboue  named  men  shall  be  eaquely 
defied  betweue  ye  Towne  and  ye 
aboue  named  men  ICaquellv  both  for 
quanty  & qualetv  and  there  halfe 
shall  be  for  there,  settisfaxi  Yu  w-r  all 
there  disbursments  a Cording  to 
Towne  order  Yoated 

Wee  Whose  names  are  Yuder 
Wrigliteen  doe  fully  Consent  to  & 
With  ye  Towne  that  ye  Towne  shall 
haue  ye  forst  prefer  of  hying  our 
parts  of  Land  and  if  Wee  doe  sell  it 
the  True  meing  is  to  any  inhabitanes 
of  or  Towne  tins  is  a full  agrement 
with  the  three  men  and  ye  Towne 
Lliut  Thomas  Baker 
Corpr  Jacob  Townes 
John  How 

This  is  a true  Copey  Compared  with 
ye  three  aboue.  named  men  Consent 
there  hands  being  set  to  it  as  it  tis 
now  in  ye  Towne  Booke  as  atested  P 
mee  John  Gould  recorder  for  Tops- 
feild 


Reced  June  12th  1683  from  Daniell  ) 
Redington  of  Topsfeild  in  full  of  \ 
said  Townes  proportion  to  fiue  Rates  j 
ye  some  of  thurty  ffiue  pounds  fouer  j 
shilings  in  Contrv  pay  & twenty  j 
pounds  two  shilings  in  money 

P Janie  Rusell  Tresuer 
This  is  a true  Copey  Compared  j 
with  ye  Tresuer  reseate  as  atested  j 
John  Gould  Recorder  for  Topsfeild 
Thomas  Baker 
This  22th  of  desember  1683 
Receued  of  Daniell  Redington  of 
Topsfeild  in  full  of  his  County  rate  ! 
in  ye  year  82  ye  some  of  ffiue  pounds  j 
one  shilings  I say  Resued  P mee 
Robart  Payne  Tresuer  82 

This  is  a true  Copey  Compared  j 
with  3'e  Tresuer  Reseate  as  atested  1 
P mee  John  Gould  recorder  for  Tops- 
feild 

Samuel  Howlett 

At  a Lav/full  Towne  meeting  ye 
25  desember  1683  John  Gould 
senr  and  John  Wilds  are  Chosen  to  i 
detmle  the  Land  by  Whenham  Line 
with  Lliut  Baker  & Corpr  Townes 
and  John  How  that  peiee  of  Land  as 
ye  aboued  named  men  did  git  of  i 
whenham  men  forder  then  or  Line  j 
did  rune  before  Yoated  j 

At  a Lawfull  Towue  meeting  ye  < 
25  desember  1683  The  Towue  did 
giue  mr  Capen  Liberty  to  set  Vp  a 
seeate  at  ye  Vpper  end  of  ve  pulpit 

V oated 

Wee  doe  hereby  declare  vt  wee  are 
Vtterly  Vnwilling  to  yeeld  ether  to  a 
Rasiguation  of  the  Charter  or  to  any- 
thing yt  shall  be  equeualeut  there 
Vnto  Whereby  ye  foundation  there 
of  should  be  raced. 

This  Was  Yoated  by  or  Towne  and 
ye  Inhabatinnee  about  Vs  yt  dos 
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Vesaly  Come  to  or  meetings  Voated 
Wee  Whoes  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  doe  hereby  declare  that 
Wee  are  desierous  yt  all  humbell 
applecation  be  made  to  his  Maiesty 
yt  Wee  may  still  inioy  or  priuiliges 
acording  to  charter 

John  How 
William  perkins 
John  Robinson 
John  Wilds 
John  Townes 

Wee  being  Chosen  by  ye  Towne 
to  deuide  aparcell  of  Lland  that  Was 
obtained  by  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
& John  How  by  ye  settlement  of  a 
Line  Whit  Whenham  as  will  apeere 
in  ye  Towne  Booke  Vnder  there 
hands  that  is  a Commitey  Chosen  by 
Topsfeild  to  settell  ye  Lines  betwene 
Whenham  & Topsfeild  and  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  did  grant  to  Liut  Baker 
Corpr  Townes  & Jhn  How  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  Land  for  there  paynes  <fc 
Cost  thay  haue  bin  out  about  it  and 
chose  John  Gould  senr  & John  Wilds 
to  goe  and  deuide  the  Land  With  ye 
three  aboue  named  men  Which  Wee 
haue  done  as  foleth,  the  fforst  Line 
begines  at  Joseph  porters  medoe  and 
ye  bouuds  settled  by  Whenham  and 
Topsfeild  next  Whenham  Caesway 
to  a bunch  of  mapels  at  ye  brooke 
shall  remaine  to  ye  Towne  & ye 
brooke  the  bounds  ye  next  marked 
hunch  of  maples  at  a Litell  Hand  at 
ye  end  of  Sargt  Townes  medow  and 
the  swamp  one  ye  East  side  of  the 
brooke  the  swamp  and  medow  and 
Hiicklebuerey  Hand  a Cording  to 
agreement  With  Whenham  shall  Re- 
maine to  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes 
and  John  How  this  is  a deuistion  a 
sreed  apou  and  settled  by  Vs  : 

Dated  ye  28  desember  1683 


John  Gould  senr 
John  Willd 
Thomas  Baker 
John  How 

Lliut  Baker  & John  How  signe  in  ye 
behalfe  of  Corpr  Townes  as  atested 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild 
Daniell  Redington  Constabel  Came 
to  mee  ye  the  4th  march  8J  and 
brought  mee  Reseates  of  ye  pertick- 
ler  somes  as  he  was  ordered  by  the 
seclectmen  to  pay  out  of  a rate  made 
and  Deliuered  to  him  to  gather  Vp  of 
twenty  fouer  pounds  and  ffiuteene 
shilings  and  a peney  and  ye  reseates 
Vnder  the  pertickler  persons  hands 
as  it  did  apeere  so  that  ye  Constabell 
is  fuly  discharged  of  that  rate  of  241b 
15s:  Old 

I say  this  is  true  as  atested  by 
mee  John  Gould  Recorder  for  Tops- 
feild 

at  a meting  of  the  salactmen  the 
18  of  September  1677  : 

in  Relation  to  the  Law  Concorning 
tithing  men : we  haue  macd  Chois : 
of  mr  Wiilyem  Perkins  Saner  and 
Daken  Thomns  Perkins  and  Sargent 
Edrnan  Town  and  Wiilyem  Niquells 
as  tithing  men  for  Topsffeld : mr 
Wiilyem  Perkins  is  to  in  spact  thos 
ffolowing  ffamelis,  Left  ffrancis  Pa- 
body  : mr  Thomus  Baker  Thomus 
Dorman  wiilyem  Averell  Daniell  Bor- 
man Epkrim  Dorman  John  Houye 
John  Pretchet : Isack  Comius  : 

Daken  Perkins  is  to  in  spact  thos 
folowing  ffamelis  sargt : John  Rad- 
ington  John  Willd  John  fraueh 
Samuell  Howlet  Micall  Donell  John 
Comins  Wiilyem  Howlet : mr  John 
Brodstreet  Sargt  Edrnan  Town  is  to 
in  spact  thos  ffolowing  ffamelvs  En- 
sign John  Gould  John  Curtis  Mathow 
stanly  James  Watters  Joseph  Town 
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Isack  Easty  Jacob  Town  John  Robi- 
son Daniel)  Clark  John  How  Lak 
wakliin  willyem  Perkins  Willyem 
Niquells  is  to  inspact  thos  ffolowing 
ffamelys  John  Niquells  Thomus 
Kaney  willyem  Hobb  Philip  Knight 
John  Gould 
trances  pabody 

Seuerall  Rates  made  and  deliuered 
to  Corpr  Smith  Constabell  bareing 
date  14th  Jenewary  1683 
to  one  Rate  for  ye  Count}7  at  08-15-00 
to  one  Singell  Country  rate  at  08-15- 
00 

to  one  rate  & a halfe  for  ye  Contry 
in  money  & depytes  wages  which 
all  do3  Come  to  22-01-06 

one  ministerys  rate  which  Comes  to 
65£  one  thurd  of  it  money  65-00-00 
all  thes  rates  are  to  bee  payed  in 
yt  yeare  1683 

At  a Generali  Court  of  Election 
held  at  Boston  10th  day  of  third 
month  1643 

Whereas  the  Court  liolden  at  Boston 
the  4th  7m  1639  there  Was  Certaine 
Lands  Lying  neere  Ipswich  Riuer 
granted  for  a Village  Either  to  sume 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Salam  or  Sume 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich  Whoe 
hauc  farmes  neere  Vnto  the  said  Land 
to  be  inioyed  by  thoese  Whoe  first 
Setled  a Village  theerethay  hoath  pre- 
pounding for  it  to  gether  : how  euer 
the  order  mentioneth,  only  Salam 
inhabitants,  and  for  as  much  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Ipswich  haue  for 
neere  this  two  yeare  procured  & 
maintained  one  to  dispence  the  Word 
of  God  Vnto  them.  Which  thay  in- 
tend !’, to  Continue:  It  is  therefore 

ordered  & granted  that  Mr  John  Eu- 
decott,  &>  the  said  Inhabitants  of 
Ipswich  Viz  Mr  Bradstreet,  Mr  Sy- 
monds  Mr  Whittingam  Mr  William 


paine  Mr  Robert  payne  & Such  other  | 
of  Ipswich,  or  Salam  as  thay  shall 
assosiate  to  themselues,  shall  haue 
Liberty  to  setle  a Villadge  neere  the 
said  Riuer  of  Ipswich,  as  it  may  bee 
most  Convenient  for  them,  to  Which 
the  afore  said  Land  shall  beLong  ] 
Vizt  all  that  Which  Lyeth  neere  the  i 
said  Riuer  not  formerly  granted  to 
any  Towne  or  pson  prouided  that  any 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Salam,  Whoe  j 
haue  farmes  neere  Vnto  the  said 
Land  now  granted  shall  haue  Liberty  j 
for  one  yeare  next  Coming  to  Joyne  1 
With  the  said  Vilage,  <fc  to  haue  • 
theire  equeall  & proportion-able  priu- 
iledg  in  the  same.  And  Wheareas 
Mr  Bradstreet  hath  Liberty  granted 
him  to  take  his  farme  of  flue  hundred 
aers  in  the  next  Convenient  place, 
that  is  fitt  for  a farme.  to  that  Which 
is  granted  to  Mr  John  Endecott 
Which  may  prone  preiudiciall  to  the 
said  Village,  It  is  therefore  ordered 
that  the  said  Mr  Bradstreete  shall 
haue  Liberty  to  take,  his  said  farme  of 
fine  hundred  acres  in  any  other  place 
not  yett  granted  to  any  Towne  or 
pson  not  prejudiciail  to  any  plantation 
made  or  to  be  made  Which  When 
bee  hath  so  done  & manefested  the 
same  to  this  Court  his  aforesd  grant 
shall  forth  With  be  Vovd  & the  sd 
Lands  shall  be  Long  to  the  Village 
before  mentioned  to  be  disposed  of 
by  the  Inhabitants  there  of  for  the 
good  of  the  Whole  and  if  Salam  & 
Ipswich  shall  not  agree  before  the 
next  Court  about  a pcell  of  meddow, 
now  desired  by  Salam,  to  be  to 
Whenham,  then  the  Court  shall  deter- 
min  it 

That  this  is  a true  Coppy  taken  out 
of  the  Courts  Book  of  Records  is 
atested  by  Edward  Rawson  Sectary 
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\ Vera  Copia  of  yt  Coppy  taken  by 
' mee 

Hilliard  Veren  Clerk 
\ This  is  a true  Coppy  taken  of  yt 
| Coppy  by  raee  John  Gould  recorder 
\ for  Topsfeild. 

At  a G enerall  Court  held  at  Boston 
the  19  October  1658 

In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Topffeild  It  being  put 
to  the  question  Whether,  the  Lands 
of  Salam  shal  De  accoumpted  to  Run 
from  the  meeting  house  six  mile3 
, into  the  woods  <fc  noe  more,  Alwaies 
prouided  that  the  pticnlar  psons  to 
Whome  Lands  haue  beene  granted 
by  Salem  Within  Topsfeild  Line  shall 
j be  Long  to  the  proprietors  The 

• Court  resolues  this  question  in  the 
affirmatiue. 

This  a True  Coppy  taken  out  of 
I the  Courts  booke  of  Records  as  atest- 
| ed  Edward  Rawson  Sectercy 

Copia  Vera  of  that  Coppy  atested 
Hilliard  Vrin  Clerk 
This  is  a true  Coppy  of  that  Coppy 
: taken  P mee  John  Gould  Recorder 
for  Topsfeild. 

At  A Generali  Court  hild  at  Bos- 
I ton  10th  of  October  1683 

In  Answer  to  ye  petition  of  Thomas 
Baker  Jacobe  Townes  and  John  How 
of  Topsfeild  for  explanation  of  an 
order  of  Court  made  19th  of  October 
1S58  veffcriug  to  Lands  granted  by 
Salem  With  in  Topsfeild  bounds 
Vpon  A full  hearing  of  the  Case  and 
What  hath  bine  alleadged  both  by 
Salem  and  Topsfeild  the  Court  doe 
Judge  that  the  aforesaid  order  referrs 
only  to  such  Lands  as  were  granted 
by  Salem  before  the  tenth  of  may 
1613. 

That  Wluit  is  abouc  Written  is  A 
true  Copie  taken  out  of  the  Courts 


Records  Atested  Edward  Rawson 
Sectrey 

a Verie  Copia  of  that  Coppy  as 
a tested  John  Gould  Recorder  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  A Lawfull  Meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the  4th  of  March  16S3 
or  84 

John  Gould  Senr  is  Chosen  to  kepe 
the  Towne  Bookes  of  reckords  for 
this  yeare  in  sueing  Voated 

Corpr  William  Smith  is  Chosen 
Constabell  for  this  yeare  insueing 
for  Topsfeild 

William  Auery  Senr  is  Chosen  to 
Sarue  one  the  Jeuerey  of  trialls  the 
next  County  Court  to  beholden  at 
Ipswich  the  Last  tusday  of  this 
Instant  March 

ssargt  Redingtou  Corpr  Jacob 
Townes  John  Honey  Thomas  Dorman 
John  Gould  Senr  is  Chosen  Seclect- 
men  to  order  the  prudanciall  afares 
of  the  Towne  for  this  ensueing  yeare 
prouied  tliay  shall  not  disspose  of 
any  of  ye  Townes  Land 

at  A Lawfull  Towne  meeting  of  the 
Towne  of  Topsfeild  the  4th  march 
1683-84  MrTobigah  perkins  & Joseph 
Estey  are  Chosen  seruayers  for  hie 
waves  for  this  insueing  yeare  Darnell 
Redingtou  & Samuel  Standlev  are 
Chosen  fence  Veueres  for  this  Insue- 
ing yeare 

Whareas  the  Towne  had  formerly 
giuen  Lliberty  to  Liut  pebody  to  set 
Vp  a inell  and  to  floe  so  much  of  the 
Townes  Common  as  Was  needfull 
for  a mille  (this  Towne  act  not  being 
found  in  ye  Towne  Booke)  the  Towne 
dos  now  by  Voat  declare  that  thay 
doe  agaiue  grant  Lliberty  to  ye  said 
pebody  to  float  soe  much  of  the 
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Townes  Common  'as  is  for  ye  good 
and  Vese  of  ye  raille  so  Long  as  ye 
mill  doth  stand  and  grind  for  ye 
Towne  Voated 

The  Towne  has  Chosen  Lliut  Pe- 
body  & Lliut  Baker  and  John  Wilds 
& Sargt  Dorman  to  rune  and  Settell 
a Line  With  Ipswich  men  betwene  or 
Towne  & Ipswich  only  the  Towne  dos 
prohabet  the  aboue  named  men  from 
Consenting  to  any  thing  that  may  be 
to  or  Townes  darnige  in  Relation  to 
making  or  Towne  tresspasers  in  or 
Cattell  Coming  into  the  bounds  of 
Ipswich  Voated 

John  Honey  Thomas  Dorman  & 
John  Gould  Senr  are  Chosen  a Com- 
mitey  to  Lay  out  a Countrey  hie 
way  from  Rowely  to  Topsfeild 

Voated 

The  Towne  meeting  is  a Jorned 
to  3Te  18  of  this  instant  march. 

Mr  Capen 

Wheare  as  yu  are  pleased  to  moue 
something  ConCorning  the  prodouee 
of  the  parsoning  which  the  Towne 

Jenerally  say  thay  did  not  expect 
but  seauerall  say  that  yor  selfe  said 
yu  would  haue  nothing  to  doe  with  it 
apon  which  the  seclectmen  haue  Leet 
it  for  tweuty  shillings  a yea  re.  The 
Towne  desiers  to  know  yor  mind  sar- 
tin  in  that  thing  and  if  yu  doe  wholy 
renownce  the  parson ige  the  Towne 
will  then  answer  yor  Request  in  add- 
ing six  pounds  to  yor  Salery  for  pro- 
uiding  yu  (her  wood  by  the  yeare 
Leauing  our  frinds  of  the  Vilige  and 
ffarmers  to  doe  what  thay  will  in  that 
respect  Voated 

William  Auerey  Sener  enters  his 
Contrey  desent  to  ye  Voat  aboue 


wrighteen 

I do  hereby  declare  my  re^iness  & 
Willingness  to  accept  of  ye  aboue  1 
mentioned  proposall  of  ye  addition  j 
of  six  pounds  to  my  salery  for  ye  i 
precuring  of  my  fierwood  and  do  also  j 
hereby  renounce  ve  use  of  ye  per-  j 
sonage  Which  I Vuderstand  is  by  yor  * 
selues  Concluded  that  I did  expect 
Your  Saruant  Joseph  Capen  i 

This  is  a true  Copey  of  What  Mr  I 
Capen  did  send  to  ye  Towne  the  18  , 
of  March  1683  or  84  as  atested  by  j 
mee  John  Gould 

recorder  for  Topsfeild  j 

Wetnesis 

John  How 

Ephraim  Dorman 

j 

At  A Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  of  I 
the  Towne  of  Topsfeild  the  22  j 
Apriell  1684 

The  Towne  made  Chose  of  Lliut 
pebody  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Townes  i 
John  Wilds  Sargt  Dorman  John 
Houey  & John  How  to  settell  a Line 
With  Ipswich  betwene  Ipswich  & 
Topsfeild  and  any  foucr  or  fine  of 
them  agreeing  With  those  men  that 
Ipswich  shall  Chose  for  yt  end  shall  ; 
stand  and  thay  haue  full  power  to 
agree  With  Ipsw  ich  for  thare  settel- 
ment  of  a Line  Which  hath  neuer  bin 
dou  sence  Wee  ware  a Towne 

Voated  j 

The  Tow  ne  has  agreed  that  a de- 
puty yt  goes  to  ye  Generali  Court 
shall  haue  but  Ifiuteene  siblings  pr 
weeake  in  Countrey  pay  also  thay 
haue  a greeed  yt  a deputy  shall  goe 
to  ye  Generali  Court  apon  ye  Condi- 
tions aboue  said 

Voated 


' 


fe 

I 


j 

I 

I 

I 


f 


1 

| 


\ 


\ 

; 

: 

; 

i 


The  Howletts  and  Clarks. 

TWO  OLD  TOPSFIELD  FAMILIES. 

By  Marietta  Clark. 


It  goes  without  saying  that,  in  ex- 
amining the  records  of  the  past,  the 
farther  back  we  go,  the  more  misty 
and  meagre  do  they  become.  Just 
as  we  fancy  that  we  are  on  the  verge 
of  a discovery,  some  important  docu- 
ment is  missing,  making  a broken 
link  in  our  chain  of  evidence  to  be 
repaired  as  best  we  may. 

The  first  items  bearing  upon  the 
subject  in  hand,  the  settlement  of 
our  farm  and  its  immediate  vicinity, 
I have  copied  from  the  Ipswich  rec- 
ords. 

“Mr.  Appleton,  Sargeant  Howlett, 
John  Perkins  and  Thomas  Scott 
were  appointed  to  assist  the  lott 
layers  in  laying  out  Mr.  Dudleys, 
Mr.  Bradstreets  and  Mr.  Saltonstalls 
farmes  before  the  fourteenth  of  May, 
1637.” 

“1642,  Mr.  Bartholemew,  George 
Giddings.  Jo  Whipple,  Sargeant 
Howlett  have  full  power  to  lay  out 
the  land  to  Mr.  Rogers  which  he 
bought  of  Mr.  Tuttle.” 

That  this  land  was  laid  out  we 
infer  from  the  fact  that  Knsigne 
Howlett  was  credited  by  the  town  of 
Ipswich  for  “five  days  about  Mr. 
Rogers,”  but  we  are  left  to  get  an 
idea  of  its  whereabouts  as  best  we 
can  from  the  following  grant  to  Mr. 
William  Payne: — “Also  a farrae 
granted  unto  him  at  the  New  Mtd- 
dowes,  one  pt  of  it  lying  beyond  the 
farme  grauted  to  John  Webster,  hav- 
ing h swamp  on  the  North,  a brook 


towards  the  northwest,  the  river 
towards  the  south,  pt.  of  the  med- 
dowes  lying  on  the  south  syde  the 
river.  The  other  pt.  of  the  said 
farme  lyeing  nearer  the  towne  by 
Mr.  Whitinghams  bounds  by  the 
land  of  Symon  Broadstreet  and  the 
land  of  Mr.  Whitingham  toward  the 
south  and  southwest,  by  the  land  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Symonds  towards  the 
northwest,  a poynt  coming  to  the 
four  mile  brook,  having  the  land  of 
Mr.  Broadstreet  on  the  east  and  the 
land  of  Mr.  Roggers  toward  the 
northeast.  The  whole  farme  con- 
taining four  hundred  acres  more  or 
less.  To  have  and  to  bold  and  to 
enjoy  all  the  sayd  premises  unto  the 
sayd  William  Pavne  and  to  his  heirs 
forever. 

Dated  the  20tliof  the  11th  1647.” 

Another  record  gives  us  a little 
more  light  on  the  location  of  this 
land. 

“Voted  that  Mr.  William  Payne 
shall  have  thirty  pounds  paid  him  for 
his  farme  lyeing  beyond  Gravelly 
brook,  at  or  before  this  time  twelve- 
month,  or  else  the  said  William 
Payne  is  to  have  the  little  Neck. 
Also  the  barnes  and  his  two  acres  of 
ground  at  the  little  Necke  is  to  be 
prized  by  indiferent  men,  and  paid 
to  him  besides  his  thirty  pounds,  one 
chosen  by  the  towne  and  one  by  Mr. 
Payne,  and  if  they  agree  then  they 
to  choose  a third  man. 

At  the  general  meeting  the  22 
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(12.)  1640.” 

At  the  same  meeting. 

“Mr.  Nathaniel  Roggers  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  grant  of  the  towne  of 
a farme  at  the  New  Meddowes  con- 
taining three  hundred  acres,  bound- 
ed by  Broadstreet  his  farme  on  the 
south,  Mr.  Saltonstalls  farme  east 
the  common  north  and  northeast, 
Mr.  William  Payne  northeast  to  en- 
joy all  the  several  grants  to  him  and 
his  heirs  forever.” 

We  next  find  the  following  copied 
into  our  own  records  : 

“At  a general  Towne  meeting 
(Ipswich)  Feb  ye  9th  ninth,  1651.” 
“Granted  to  Ensigne  Thomas  Row- 
lett six  acres  of  Upland  to  lie  joined 
to  the  farme  which  hee  bought  of 
Mr.  Roggers  when  re  the  said  En- 
sigue  have  built,  his  house.” 

“This  particular  (with  live  others) 
above  are  true  coppies  taken  out  of 
the  Towne  book  of  Ipswich  as  they 
are  there  recorded.” 

“.John  Br<*wt»r.  i'larke  of  ye  towne 
of  Ipswich.”  *- Aprell  23.  1684” 
“Thes  are  True  coppies  of  these 
Copies  as  atested  b me.  .John  Gould, 
Recorder  for  Topsfield  ” 

“Witneis  to  the  Copeves  as  they 
be  presented  to  Us  under  ye  Clarke 
of  Ipswich  hands  besides  or  Clarke 
hand.” 

John  How  William  Smith,  jr. 

I could  find  no  other  record  save 
that  given  in  this  ••copey”  of  the 
“farme”  which  Ensign  Hewlett 
“bought,  of  Mr.  Roggers  ” There 
was  no  deed ; the  transaction  was 
not  mentioned  anywhere  else.  We 
are  left  to  learn  the  location  of  that 
land  in  a somewhat  imperfect  way 
from  subsequent  papers.  But  the 
six  acres  granted  by  the  town  we  are 


able  to  identify  almost  certainly  with 
the  land  extending  from  the  mill- 
pond to  the  schoolhouse,  bounded 
on  one  side  by  the  schoolhouse 
woods,  on  the  other  by  the  highway 
as  “wee  go  to  Ipswich,”  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Perkins  and 
Averill  families.  The  house  itself 
was  located  in  the  field  behind  Mrs. 
Perkins’  house,  on  the  side  of  a 
steep  hill  rising  from  the  mill  pond 
where  a heap  of  stones  still  marks 
the  site  of  the  cellar,  and  a solitary 
birch  stands  seutinel  over  it.  Mr. 
John  P.  Perkins,  who  has  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  tells 
me  that  in  his  boyhood  this  cellar 
was  open,  and  was  afterwards  filled 
with  stones  by  some  members  of  his 
family. 

Ensign  Rowlett  and  his  family 
were  so  closely  identified  with  Tops- 
field  affairs  and  so  prominent  in  its 
history,  that  I have  made  some  ef- 
fort to  learn  all  I could  about 
them.  The  name  is  not  now  found 
in  town,  but  many  of  his  descend- 
ants are  still  living  here.  Among 
them  arc  included  the  Cummings, 
Perkins,  Peabody,  Clarke,  Towne 
and  Peterson  families 

1 would  that  I might  take  you 
into  a picture  gallery,  and  present  to 
you  these  first  settlers  as  they  looked 
in  ye  olden  time,  that  we  might  learn 
something  of  their  characters,  their 
feelings,  their  sorrows  and  their 
joys.  “We  tread  the  paths  their 
feet  have  worn,”  we  still  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors  ; but  two  cen- 
turies of  time  is  not  to  be  easily 
bridged  over. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  fashion  now 
to  trace  ancestry  back  to  England. 
I have  not  attempted  to  do  this  for 
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the  Howlett  family,  but  by  what 
seemed  to  me  a curious  coincidence 
I chanced  to  be  reading  Carlisle’s 
life  of  Cromwell  at  the  time  that  I 
was  most  interested  in  this  subject, 
and  1 found  in  it  the  following  para- 
graph : 

“Olivers  tutor  in  Cambridge,  of 
whom  legible  history  and  I.  know 
nothing,  was  Magister  Richard 
Hovvlet.  whom  readers  must  fancy  a 
grave  ancient  Puritan  and  Scholar, 
in  dark  antiquarian  clothes  and  dark 
antiquarian  ideas,  according  to  their 
faculty.  The  indubitable  fact  is 
that  he,  Richard  Howlet,  did  in 
Sidney  Sussex  College,  with  his  best 
; ability,  endeavor  to  infiltrate  some- 
thing that  he  called  instruction  into 
the  soul  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  of 
{,.  other  youths  submitted  to  him  : but 
1 how,  of  what  quality,  with  what 
- method,  with  what  result,  will  remain 
. extremely  obscure  to  every  one  ” 

The  relationship  of  Richard  How- 
let  to  bin*  Resign  Thomas  is  also 
y “extremely  obscure.”  We  can  only 
imagine  that  there  might  have  been 
\ a connection  between  them, 
v The  first  record  of  Thomas  Howlet 
we  find  in  Ipswich. 

“1633  March,  John  Winthrop  and 
f twelve  others  commence  a settlement 
* here,  April  1st.  The  Court  of  Assist- 
[ ants  forbid'  any  to  reside  in  this 
; place,  except  those  already  come, 
f Then  follows  a list  of  them.  viz. — 

{ Mr.  John  Winthrop  Jr.,  Mr.  William 
\ Clerk,  Robert  Coles,  Thomas  Ilow- 
let,  John  Biggs,  John  Gage,  Thomas 
i Hardy  William  Perkins,  Mr.  John 
i Thorndike  and  William  Serjeant. 

I'hree  are  wanting  to  make  up  the 
■ number.  June  11th  Thomas  Sellan 
’ has  permission  to  become  an  inlmbi- 


“1636.  Granted  to  Thomas 
Howlett  a house  lot  where  his  house 
now  stands  and  which  is  now  in  his 
possession.” 

“1641.  Thomas  Howlett  was  a 
commoner  in  Ipswich.”  He  is 
called  in  the  early  records  “Sargent” 
Howlett.  This  title  was  probably 
gained  in  service  against  the  Indians. 

“Dec  4,  1643.  It  is  agreed  that 
each  soldier  for  their  service  to  the 
Indians  shall  be  allowed  1 2 d.  a day 
(allowing  for  the  Lords  day  in 
respect  of  the  extremity  of  the 
weather)  and  the  officers  dubhle.” 
Sergeant  Howlett  was  one  of  the 
officers  so  I suppose  he  received 
“dubble.” 

He  was  continually  employed  by 
the  town  to  run  lines,  lay  out  lands, 
etc  The  following  record  will  serve 
as  an  example  of  many  similar  ones. 

“Feb.  10,  1640.  Mr.  Hubbard. 
Mr.  William  Payne,  Mr.  Tuttle, 
Sargeant  Howlett  and  John  Gage 
are  chosen  by  the  town  and  full 
powers  given  to  them  on  the  behalf 
of  Ipswich  to  run  the  lyne  and  make 
the  bounds  between  Salem  and 
Ipswich.” 

“Sargeant”  Howlett  afterwards 
became  Ensign.  “1645.  Youth 
from  teu  to  sixteen  years  are  to  be 
exercised  with  small  guns,  half  pikes, 
bow  and  arrows.  Thomas  Whiting- 
ham  is  confirmed  as  Lieutenant  and 
Thomas  Howlett  as  ensign  of  the 
company.” 

Ensign  Howlett  was  an  elder  in 
the  church.  1648.  “Upou  com- 
plaint of  Major  general  Denison  the 
elders  Ensign  Howlett,  George 
G hidings  and  Thomas  Bishop  were 
appointed  to  settle  the  trouble  about 
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his  land.” 

In  1648  he  was  selectman  of  Ips- 
wich. Ipswich,  Feb,  27,  1658. 

“The  seven  men  chosen  for  the  year 
were  Major  Denison,  Robert  Lord, 
James  Howe,  Ensign  Hewlett,  John 
Andrew  jun.,  John  Knoiton,  Thomas 
Treadwell.  ” 

I found  in  Felt’s  History  of  Ips- 
wich an  interesting  explanation  of 
this  term  “The  Seven  Men.”  When 
a church  was  gathered  in  New 
Haven  in  1639,  the  Rev.  J.  Daven- 
port directed  the  brethren  “to  select 
eleven  of  their  most  godly  men  as  a 
nomination  for  church  pillars,  that 
there  might  be  no  blemish  in  church 
work.”  These  were  to  choose  seven 
among  themselves,  because  it  is  read 
in  Proverbs  “Wisdom  hath  hewm 
out  her  seven  pillars.”  I think  the 
number  of  our  selectmen  will  have 
to  be  increased. 

“Here  we  very  probably  have  the 
reason  for  the  number  of  eleven  and 
seven  men  as  contained  not  merely 
on  the  records  of  Ipswich  but  on 
those  of  other  ancient  towns.  So 
closely  connected  were  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  concerns  of  our  an- 
cestors, so  fixed  were  they  in  having 
no  person  hold  any  social  trust, 
unless  a professor  of  religion,  that 
the}’  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  the 
same  distinctive  names  to  their  chief 
men,  as  officers  of  the  community, 
which  they  bore  in  relation  to  the 
church.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  selecting  of  such  individuals 
originally  gave  rise  to  the  term 
select,  as  applied  to  the  superintend- 
ents of  town  affairs.  Not  a few 
expressions  which  we  often  use 
without  tracing  them  to  their  source, 
were  once  associated  in  other  minds 


with  important  occasions.  At  first 
the  selectmen  were  elected  for  three 
months.  They  continued  to  be 
seven  till  1823,  when  they  were  five. 

The  next  year  and  afterwards  to 
1841  they  were  restored  to  the  old 
number.” 

This,  you  will  remember,  was  in 
Ipswich. 

“Thomas  Howlett  was  a deputy 
to  a General  Court  held  at  ‘Newe 
Towne’  May  6,  1635.  He  represent- 
ed Ipswich.” 

These  are  the  principal  records  of 
Thomas  Howlett  in  Ipswich.  In 
1651  or  thereabouts  we  find  him 
located  on  the  hillside  by  the  brook. 
After  that  time  whatever  abilities  he 
may  have  had,  seem  to  have  been 
given  to  the  service  of  the  infant  town 
of  Topstield. 

In  the  history  of  Essex  County, 
Ensign  Howlett  is  given  as  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  Topsfield  in  1659; 
but  I was  unable  to  find  any  such 
record  previous  to  1661.  1 give  it 

entire. 

“At  a lawful  towne  meeting  the 
14th  of  the  10th  month  1661  The 
inhabitants  of  ye  towne  hath  made 
choyce  of  Insigne  Howlet,  Francis 
Peabodye  and  John  Reedington,  they 
are  chosen  for  selectmen  for  the  year 
folowing  to  order  the  prudential 
afaires  of  the  towne  and  to  settle  the 
bounds  of  the  towne  between  Salem 
and  Topsfield  and  also  to  settle  the 
bounds  between  the  country  aud  u*. 
and  also  where  they  shall  see  any 
wrong  don  to  the  towne  by  any  they 
have  power  to  recti  lie  it  by  sute  or 
otherwise.  Voted.” 

Ensigne  Howlett  was  a commoner 
in  Topsfield  in  1661.  He  was  the 
first  deputy  from  Topsfield  to  tin* 


57 


general  court  in  Boston,  session  of 
3d  Aug.,  1664, 

“At  a lawful  Towne  meeting  ye 
9th  of  July  1667  The  Iahabitance  of 
ye  Towne  hath  left  to  ye  discretion 
of  the  Selectmen  or  major  part  of 
them  to  lay  out  a hie  way  from  ye 
common  ground  which  lye  on  the 
south  side  of  mile  brook  over  against 
Goodman  Dorman  and  sargt.  Pea- 
bodve  to  Ensign  Howletts  brooke- 
notwithstanding  any  former  Towne 
order  whatsoever.” 

This  is  the  first  record  which  1 
have  found  of  Howletts  brooke  called 
by  that  name. 

March  2,  1668*9.  “It  is  also  order- 
ed and  agreed  upon  With  Ensign 
Thomas  Howlett  that  they  will  make 
and  maintain  a bridge  over  ye  brooke 
by  Ensignes  house  in  ye  way  as  wee 
go  to  Ipswich  ye  one  half  to  be  done 
by  the  towne  and  the  other  half  by 
ye  said  Ensigne.” 

“18d  lm  1671-2.  The  towne  doth 
grant  to  Deacon  Howlett,  Lieut.  Pea- 
bodye,  Isacke  Esty,  Joseph  Towne, 
Corporal  Edmund  Towne  and  Thom 
as  Baker  all  the  swamp  meadow  that 
lyeth  upon  the  river  called  Ipswich 
river  extending  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  Governor’s  meadow  down  to 
the  bridge  that  goeth  over  the  mead- 
ow below  old  goodman  Townes  for 
and  in  consideration  of  fifty  pounds 
ye  towne  hath  received  of  the  above 
named  parties  the  meadow  herein 
mentioued  lyeth  on  the  south  side  of 
Ipswich  river.” 

I presume  this  is  the  same  swamp 
referred  to  iu  Felt’s  history,  now 
known  as  Wenham  swamp.  “River 
Ipswich.  Speaking  of  this,  .Johnson 
says  1646:  “A  faire  and  delightful 
river,  whose  first  rise  or  spring 


begins  about  twenty-five  miles  farther 
up  the  country,  issuing  forth  a pleas- 
ant pond.  But  soon  after,  it  betakes 
its  course  through  a most  hideous 
swamp  of  large  extent,  even  for 
many  miles,  being  a great  harbour 
for  bears.  After  its  coming  forth 
from  this  place,  it  groweth  larger  by 
the  income  of  many  smaller  rivers, 
and  issues  forth  into  the  sea,  due 
east  against  the  Island  of  Sholes,  a 
great  place  of  fishing  for  our  English 
nation.” 

You  see  by  this  record  that  Ensign 
Howlett  was  also  a deacon.  That 
he  was  suitable  for  this  office  we 
gather  from  the  following:  “1644 
Sargent  Howlett  fined  for  felling  4 
trees  for  rale  and  planks  (which  he 
made  known  himself.)”  Good,  honest 
soul  1 He  should  indeed  be  a deacon 
beyond  a perad venture. 

Ensign  Thomas  Howlett  married 
for  first  wife  Alice  French  of  Boston. 
His  children  were  : Samuel.  William, 
born  1650,  Thomas,  John,  Nathaniel, 
Sarah  and  Mary.  Thomas,  John 
and  Nathaniel  died  before  their 
father,  Sarah  married  John  Cum- 
mings, Mary  married  a Perley.  His 
wife  Alice  died  in  1666,  and  he  mar- 
ried a second  wife  Rebecca  who  sur- 
vived him.  He  died  himself  the  22d 
of  Dec.,  1677,  aged  79  years.  Of  the 
two  sons  Samuel  and  William  who 
were  left  to  represent  the  family  in 
Topsfield,  not  much  is  said  of  Wil- 
liam in  the  records.  To  him  was 
left  the  house  by  the  brook,  and  the 
last  paragraph  of  his  father’s  will 
reads  as  follows  : “Lastly,  I ordain 
my  sou  William  Howlett  my  sole 
executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  tes- 
tament, to  whom  1 give,  my  debts 
being  paid,  all  the  rest  of  my  estate. 
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housing,  lands,  goods — and  profits  of 
all  sorts— -unto  him  and  his  heirs 
forever.” 

But  it  was  upon  Samuel  that  his 
father’s  mantle  fell.  Like  him  he 
went  through  all  the  offices,  from 
Sergeant  upwards.  He  was  a black- 
smith and  “At  a lawful  Towne  meet- 
ing ye  15  January  1668  The  Inhabi- 
tants of  ye  Towne  hath  given  Samuel 
Hewlett  an  invitation  to  come  to  the 
town  and  setup  his  trade  of  smithing 
to  do  ye  Townes  worke.” 

“Upon  consideration  yt  Samuel 
Howlett  promiseth  to  ye  towne  to 
Come  and  set  up  his  trade  in  ye 
towne  and  doe  there  worke,  they  have 
given  him  four  acres  of  land  upon 
the  Common  Hill  next  to  William 
Smith  and  John  ffrainch  land.” 

We  may  naturally  suppose  that 
this  “Common  Hill  ’ was  the  place 
where  his  house  was  located,  as  we 
know  that  he  lived  on  a hill,  ou  what 
is  called  Howlett  St.,  just  behind  the 
Methodist-meeting  house.  Right 
here  let  me  say  that  I shall  never 
again  say7  church  without  an  inward 
protest.  In  England  they  erected 
churches,  but  our  fathers  built  meet- 
ing-houses. 

I went  to  explore  Howlett  St.  aud 
find  the  site  of  Samuel  Howlett’s 
home  one  day  in  the  early  fall.  It 
was  one  of  those  beautiful  days  when 
there  was  a haze  on  the  hills  and  it 
was  joy  enough  simply  to  be  alive. 
I had  not  been  on  the  old  road  for  a 
long  time,  and  was  entirely  unpre- 
pared for  its  rough  condition.  After 
1 had  seen  several  rocks  as  large  as 
tea-kettles  lying  in  the  path  I began 
to  be  somewhat  alarmed.  My  horse, 
who  is  so  remarkable  for  the  dignity 
of  his  demeanor,  the  solemnity  of  his 


walk  and  conversation  that  he  is 
known  in  the  family  as  Old  Hundred, 
began  to  show  symptoms  of  sup- 
pressed excitement.  Whether  he 
thought  he  perceived  the  ghosts  of 
the  departed  Howletts  peering  at 
him  from  behind  the  bushes  1 cannot 
tell,  but  he  certainly  looked  around 
in  a nervous  and  suspicious  manner 
and  manifested  a most  unwonted 
desire  to  go.  When  he  came  out  on 
the  travelled  road  he  showed  symp- 
toms of  unseemly  hilarity,  and  after 
indulging  himself  in  various  antics  a 
pair  of  heels  came  flying  up  into  the 
air.  Undoubtedly  this  was  a great 
relief  to  his  mind  but  it  had  upon  me 
a contrary  effect.  I alighted  from 
my  carriage,  and  we  walked  home 
together  very  peaceably. 

The  second  time  I was  more  suc- 
cessful. Leaving  my  quadruped  in 
another’s  care  I climbed  the  “Com- 
mon Hill”  and  had  no  difficulty  in 
finding  Samuel  Howlett’s  cellar  and 
well.  It  was  just  after  a heavy  rain 
and  they  were  both  partially  filled 
with  water.  A tree  had  sprung  up 
from  the  side  of  the  well,  a maple 
tree  I judged,  though  the  leaves  had 
fallen  aud  the  little  new  buds  were 
starting  out  ready  for  another  spring. 
I was  struck  with  the  beauty  of 
the  situation.  Were  it  not  that  the 
whole  hill  seems  surcharged  with 
water,  I should  prophesy  that  Samuel 
Howlett’s  taste  will  some  time  be 
vindicated  and  the  “Common  Hill” 
ouce  more  be  built  upon.  I looked 
about  me  and  tried  to  fancy  how  it 
appeared  in  ye  olden  times.  There 
were  no  meeting-houses  then  in  view 
and  probably  not  many  houses.  It  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  the  eye  would 
rest  on  mostly  unbroken  forest  and 
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; perhaps  the  howl  of  a wolf  might 
i salute  the  listening  ear.  In  1686  I 
t find  the  following  record  : 

I “And  the  Towne  have  agred  to 
alow  any  as  shall  kill  wolves  in  oar 
Towne  that,  is  to  the  Towne  men  ten 
shillings  apece  for  every  wolfe  so 
killed.” 

But  I did  not  see  nor  hear  any 
wolves.  1 climbed  the  hill  and  walk- 
; ed  along  where  tradition  locates  the 
old  blacksmith’s  shop.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  placed  on  the  right  hand 
■ side  of  the  road  as  you  go  from  the 
village,  some  little  distance  from  the 
top  of  the  hill,  after  the  willows  are 
passed,  before  coming  to  the  elms.  I 
am  told  that  blacksmith’s  coal  was 
f ploughed  up  at  this  place.  Another 
1 shop  has  also  been  located  in  the 
I same  way  at  the  foot  of  Joseph  An- 
drews’ hill,  opposite  the  road  which 
branches  off.  Tradition  gives  us 
S another  house  on  the  left  hand  side 
of  the  road  at  the  top  of  the  hill  but 
no  trace  of  that  remains  and  it  is  not 
> known  to  whom  it  belonged. 

But  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that 
j Samuel  Hewlett  lived  here  and  plied 
| his  trade  and  filled  all  the  offices  from 
f constable  to  representative.  He  was 
| selectman  and  that  continually.  I 
find  that  he  served  the  town  in  that 
capacity  sixteen  years,  four  times  he 
is  called  plain  Samuel,  six  times  Ser- 
geant, once  Ensign,  and  five  Deacon. 
I fiud  in  Mr.  Capeu’s  record,  as 
copied  by  Mr.  John  Gould,  a state- 
ment that  he  was  chosen  to  the  office 
of  deacon  in  1701.  Let  me  give  Mr. 
Capen’s  first  record  that  we  may  for  a 
moment  be  transported  back  to  the 
ye  olden  time.  “Sept.  8,  1684  at  a 
Church  meeting  called  with  reference 
to  [ ] for  his  excessive  drinking, 


the  Church  was  willing  to  baptize  his 
children.  [ J did  then  confess  he 
had  been  several  times  overtaken 
with  the  fault,  was  sorry  for  the 
same,  the  Church  voted  their  satis- 
faction willing  to  baptize  his  child- 
ren. There  were  present  James  How 
sen.,  Francis  Peabody,  Nehemiah 
Abbott,  Tho.  Dorman,  Ephraim  Dor- 
man, Samuel  Perley,  Samuel  How- 
lett,  William  Howlett,  Isaac  Estie 
seu.,  and  Sargent  John  Reddington, 
who  were  all  satisfied.  Witness, 
Tho.  Dorman.” 

You  notice  that  the  name  of  the 
culprit  was  mercifully  withheld,  with 
uncommon  consideration  it  seemed 
to  me.  Probably  they  had  a kind  of 
fellow  feeling  for  him. 

Sept.  20,  1701 . “Sejeant  Thomas 
Dorman  and  Ensign  Samuel  Howlett 
were  chosen  to  be  deacons  although 
the  church  voted  to  have  but  one 
deacon  chosen  ; but  the  number  of 
votes  for  each  being  equal  the  church 
passed  the  vote  to  have  both  of 
them.” 

Good  old  deacon  Samuel ! He 
must  have  been  a most  imposing 
figure  among  the  early  settlers.  One 
wonders  how  he  looked  and  what  he 
said  and  how  he  compared  with  our 
present  deacons.  We  fail  to  see  how 
he  could  have  been  any  better.  Wo 
heartily  hope  he  was  no  worse. 

Samuel  Howlett  married  Jan.  3, 
1670-1 , Sarah  Clarke,  the  daughter 
of  my  greatest-grandfather  on  these 
shores.  His  children  were  John, 
Mary,  Sarah.  Joaunah,  Martha,  Su- 
sannah, Miriam  and  Samuel.  From 
his  will  dated  Apr.  4,  17*20  I take  the 
following:  ‘‘Deacon  Samuel  Ib>w- 

lett’s  will,  Blacksmith.” 

“T  give  to  mv  son  John  nil  the  up- 
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land  and  meadow  and  housing  of  that 
land  he  lives  upon  and  all  that  upland 
and  meadow  which  lieth  on  the  south 
of  Isaac  Cummings  land  joining  to 
Mr.  Bradstreets  ford  ; excepting  five 
acres  of  that  which  I do  give  to  my 
son  Samuel  as  a part  of  his  portion. 
Further  I give  to  my  son  John  five 
acres  of  meadow  out  of  the  Hasakie 
meadow.” 

“I  give  to  my  son  Samuel  all  my 
homestead,  housing  and  land  and  all 
of  my  Hasakie  meadow  which  his 
brother  John  has  a part  of,  and  also 
my  3hop  and  tools,  oul}7 1 would  have 
him  be  so  kind  to  his  brother  as  to 
let  him  use  them  sometimes.” 

“1  do  order  that  all  my  bibles  and 
sermon,  books  to  be  equally  divided 
among  my  sons  and  daughters,  Mary 
Wyld,  Sarah  Averilh  Martha  Dor- 
mam,  Susannah  S her  win,  Miriam 
Stand  ley.” 

We  will  now  return  from  Samuel 
Howlett  to  liis  brother  William  ;bv 
the  following  highway  : *‘Sargt.  John 
Hovey  and  Daniel  Redington  being 
a pointed  to  lay  out  a highway  from 
Sargt.  Samuel  Hovvletts  by  John 
Wilds  his  house  to  William  Howletts 
brook  accordingly  they; have  done' it, 
beginning  at  the  comity  road  and 
along  on  the  south  side  of  Samuel 
Howletts  land  and  between  Mr.  Ca- 
pons land  and  the  said  Hovvletts  land 
and  so  on  the  south  side  of  Muddy 
Spring,  so  along  the  old  cart  way  to 
John  Wilds  his  laud  and  so  between 
Capt.  French  his  house  and  barn,  so 
along  the  old  way  to  the  north  cor- 
ner of  Dauiel  Redingtonsjbounds  by 
John  Wilds  his  gate  and  so  as  the 
way  now  lyelli  by  the  said  Wilds  his 
house  and  so  along  the  old  way  to 
mile  brook  bounds  and  still  along  the 


old  way  to  William  Howletts  brook; 
trees  being  marked  in  certain  places 
the  most  of  the  way  this  was  Ltaken 
from  their  own  months  dated  21 
march  1692-3. 

Ephraim  Dorman  now  Clark. 

William  Howlett  married  Mary 
Perkins  27th  Oct.,  1671.  He  had  but 
one  child,  .Thomas,  to  whom  he  gives 
a deed,  dated  July  30,  1709,  of  his 
farm  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  brook 
being  then  the  boundary  between 
Ipswich  and  Topsfield.  • ‘Convey, 

confirm  unto  him  rnv  said  son  Thom- 
as Howlett  all  that  my  farms,  messu- 
age or  tenement  which  I myself  and 
my  said  son  dwells.”  This  Thomas 
Howlett  married  Rebecca  Cummings, 
a daughter  of  the  second  Isaac,  in 
1695.  Having,. no  children  of  his 
own,  he  adopted  Joseph  Cummings, 
his  wife’s  nephew,  who  became  quite 
a figure  iu  Topsfield  history.  As 
William  Howlett  outlived  his  son, 
who  died  in  1713,  he  again  disposes 
of  his  Ipswich  and  Topsfield  farm  by 
a deed  dated  May  21,  1715,  and 
given  to  his  nephew  John  Howlett 
the  son  of  his  brother  Samuel : * "Rol- 
and in  consideration  of  a deed  of  sale 
of  this  date  made  by  John  Howlett 
of  said  Ipswich  at  my  request  and 
desire  of  his  farm  in  thick  woods  to 
Joseph  Cummings  of  said  Ipswich, 
as  per  deed  may  appear  and  also  for 
the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  paid  and  se- 
cured to  be  paid  b\  my  order  to  my 
daughter-in-law  Rebecca  Howlett. 
and  for  that  said  John  Howlett  hath 
promised  and  engaged  to  fulfil  these 
following  articles:  to  pay  annually 
during  the  natural  lives  of  me  and 
my  now  wife  twenty -five  bushels  of 
good  and  marketable  Indian  corn, 
six  bushels  of  good  merehantble  bar- 
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ley,  malt,  four  bushels  of  rye,  two 
bushels  of  wheat,  one  hundred 
pounds  of  good  pork,  four  barrels  of 
j cider,  six  bushels  of  apples  and  fire- 
wood and  fifty  of  pork  sufficient  for 
; them  at  the  door,  the  keeping  of  two 
cows  winter  aud  summer,  and  ten 
pounds  of  flax,  tan,  aud  eighteen 
pounds  money,  the  running  of  two 
pigs  at  door  and  in  the  orchard ; all 
this  duty  to  be  performed  yearly  by 
said  John  Hewlett. 

Convey,  and  confirm  unto  said 
John  Howlett  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  all  my  farm,  messuage  or 
tenement  which  I now  dwell  upon 
and  that  tenement  which  my  sou 
Thomas’  widow  dwells  upon  which 
l farm  and  tenements  are  situated 
partly  in  Ipswich  and  partly  in  the 
township  of  Topsfield,  containing  by 
\‘  estimation  one  hundred  acres  be  it 
more  or  be  it  less,  lying  partly  on 
l the  north  side  of  Ipswich  river  and 
I partly7  on  Topsfield  line  bounded  as 
followeth  : on  the  northeast  by  Ips 
i wich  towii  common  on  the  east  upon 
[ Ipswich  river,  west  on  land  of  Na- 
thaniel Averill,  Samuel  Howlett  and 
t Ebenezer  Averill,  northwest  on  land 
of  Lieut  Tobijah  Perkins,  also  all 
my  woodland  lying  upon  the  south 
side  of  Ipswich  river.” 

This  deed  mentions  John  Ilowlett’s 
farm  which  he  exchanged  for  this 
farm  in  “thick  woods.”  This  term 
will  be  found  in  many  of  the  old 
deeds.  My  grandfather  always  used 
! it.  He  would  say  “The  sun  is  rising 
over  thick  woods”  or  “The  fog  is 
coming  up  over  thick  woods.”  I 
i found  a deed  of  this  farm  “One 
piece  whereon  stands  the  dwelling 
house  and  barn  about  sixty  acres. 
Heginning  at  a stake  and  heap  of 


stones  by  John  Lampsons  land  at  a 
place  called  the  pond”  thence  up  the 
hill  and  extending  to  the  river  on  the 
other  side.  As  I have  not  succeeded 
in  finding  any  old  cellar  there,  and 
as  Joseph  Cummings  is  known  to 
have  lived  on  the  hill,  it  seems  reas- 
onable to  suppose  that  John  Hew- 
lett’s house  and  barn  were  located  at 
or  near  the  place  where  Augustus 
Smith’s  buildings  now  stand. 

In  this  deed  I also  find  mention  of 
the  first  tenement  on  our  side  of  the 
brook,  that  is  the  “tenement  which 
my  son  Thomas’  widow  dwells  upon.” 
1 have  no  means  of  knowing  how 
long  this  tenement  had  been  there.  I 
infer  that  it  was  situated  there  from 
subsequent  records. 

Of  the  second  Samuel  Howlett, 
son  of  the  first  Samuel,  I find  but 
scant  mention.  He  married  Martha 
Chapman  of  Boxford  3d  April,  1722, 
and  his  children  were  Samuel,  Mar- 
tha, William,  Dan,  Mary  and  Davis. 
But  it  is  John  who  is  now  settled  by 
the  brookside  who  keeps  up  the  rep- 
utation of  the  family,  lie  is  sergeant, 
captain,  selectman  for  ten  years, 
representative  and  deacon.  In 
1718-19  I find  the  following  record  : 
“John  Hovey,  John  Howlett  aud 
Jacob  Peabody  are  chosen  in  behalf 
of  ye  towne  of  Topsfield  to  go  to  the 
towne  of  Ipswich  to  demand  a high- 
way to  be  laid  out  from  Ipswich  town 
by  William  Goodhues  to  Gravelly 
brook,  and  from  thence  by  the  house 
which  was  formerly  William  How- 
lett’s  to  Topsfield  line,  and  in  case 
Ipswich  town  neglects  or  refuses  to 
lay  out  said  way  then  the  aforesaid 
John  Hovey,  John  Howlett  and  Jacob 
Peabody  are  empowered  to  make  ap- 
plication to  any  court  of  quarter  scs- 
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sious  to  be  held  in  the  county  of 
Essex.” 

I must  not  omit  to  mention  that 
Capt.  John  Hewlett  was  a member  of 
the  first  school  committee  in  Tops- 
field  in  1731-2.  In  1723  ‘‘Deacon 
John  Iiowlett  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Porter  are  chosen  agents  for  the  town 
to  appear  at  the  next  Inferior  Court 
to  be  holden  at  .Salem  to  answer  to 
ye  townes  presentment  for  not  being 
provided  with  a grammar  school- 
master.” 

John  Iiowlett  married  Bathsheba 
Hoyt  26th  Dec.,  1 G 'J 9 . His  children 
were  John,  Mary,  William  and 
Thomas.  Mary  married  Jacob 
Clarke,  a brother  of  my  great-great- 
grandfather. Israel  Clarke.  Bv  his 
will  dated  Aug.  21st,  1735  he  gives 
to  his  “son  William  a small  piece  of 
land  where  my  dwelling  house  now 
stands.  And  also  I give  to  my  son 
William  the  old  part  of  my  now 
dwelling  house  immediately  after  my 
wife’s  death  or  marriage  and  further 
my  will  is  that  if  my  son  William 
shall  be  disposed  to  sell  the  house  lot 
herein  given  to  him  that  he  shall  give 
his  brothers  to  wit  John  & Thomas 
the  refusal  thereof  before  he  shall 
sell  the  same  to  any  other  person.” 

William  Iiowlett  sold  out  to  his 
brother  Thomas  in  1738  and  disap- 
peared entirely  from  the  scene ; and 
I always  imagined  that  Thomas  did 
“pull  down  and  carry  away  the  new- 
est end  of  my  now  dwelling  house’ ’ 
and  left  the  old  part  to  decay,  as  it 
appears  from  a subsequent  deed  that 
there  was  no  house  in  the  old  situa- 
tion and  Thomas  Iiowlett  was  living 
at  or  near  the  place  where  the  old 
Robinson  house  now  stands. 

Before  the  making  of  his  will  Capt. 


John  Iiowlett  had  given  to  his  son,  ] 
John  Iiowlett,  a deed  of  our  present  ; 
farm,  the  first  deed  ever  given  of  the  \ 
homestead  by  itself.  “Deed  from  j 
John  Rowlett  to  Johu  Iiowlett  jun-  l 
ior:”  “To  all  Christian  people  to  j 
whome  these  presents  shall  come  I j 
John  Howlett  do  send  greeting,  j 
Know  ye  that  I John  Iiowlett  of  ) 
Topsfield  in  the  county  of  Essex  in  i 
the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  j 
bay  in  New  England  yoeroan  : For  j 
and  in  consideration  of  that  paternal  1 
love  which  I bear  to  my  son  John  | 
Howlett  have  given  and  granted  and 
by  these  presents  do  freely,  clearly  j 
and  absolutely  give  and  grant  unto  < 
my  said  John  Howlett  his  heirs,  ex- 
ecu  tors  or  administrators  one  Mes-  { 
suage  or  tract  of  land  together  with  | 
the  buildings  thereupon  situated  lying  j 
and  being  in  Ipswich  in  the  county  ! 
and  province  aforesaid  containing  by  ; 
estimation  twenty-four  acres  be  it  ! 
more  or  less  butted  aud  bounded  as  1 
followeth.  On  the  north  on  the  land 
of  Tobijah  Perkins,  on  the  west  and  j 
northwest  upon  the  brook  as  it  runs 
to  an  ash  tree  marked  standing  below 
Ipswich  road,  from  thence  southeast 
upon  a straight  line  to  a swamp  oak  . 
tree  standing  on  the  bank  of  Ipswich 
river,  from  thence  cast  as  the  river 
runs,  northeast  upon  Ipswich  river 
and  Paines  hill  lots  which  premises  I 
give  unto  him  my  said  John  Iiowlett 
as  three  hundred  pounds  of  his  por- 
tion out  of  my  estate  to  have  and  to 
hold  all  the  said  premises  to  him  my 
said  John  Howlett  his  heirs  executors 
and  administrators  from  henceforth 
as  his  and  their  own  proper  right  and 
estate  peaceably  to  enjoy  henceforth 
by  virtue  of  these  presents.  In  wit- 
ness whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my 
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hand  and  seal  the  twentieth  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  seven  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  his  majesty  king  Geoges 
reign/’ 

John  Howlett. 

This  deed  refers  to  “Paine’s  hill 
lots.”  I have  noticed  that  most  of 
the  early  settlers  in  our  part  of  the 
town  had  lots  in  Paine’s  hill  pasture. 
It  seems  that  it  must  have  been  at 
that  time  an  extensive  tract  of  land. 
The  name  Paines’  hill  is  still  given 
, to  the  highest  point  in  our  land,  and 
the  pasture  which  contains  it,  now 
having  but  two  owners,  contains 
something  like  fifty  or  sixty  acres. 
Jt  would  be  quite  interesting  to  know 
how  far  it  formerly  extended  and  how 
many  owned  lots  in  it.  Felt’s  His- 
tory of  Ipswich  states  that  the  name 
Paine’s  Hill  was  given  as  early  as 
[ 1G89,  but  as  William  Paine’s  grant 
* was  in  1646  and  he  parted  with  the 
\ “farme”  north  of  Gravelly  brook  in 
1647,  it  seems  as  if  the  name  was 
probably  applied  much  earlier. 

John  Howlett,  Jr.,  married  Hannah 
AveriH  July  18,  1728.  He  died  iu 
1746,  leaving  b}7  will  his  property  to 
j his  widow.  I was  very  much  inter- 
i ested  in  the  fact  that  John  Howlett 
j mentions  iu  his  will  “my  niece  Doro- 
j thy  Clarke  now  living  with  me,  the 
daughter  of  my  sister  Mary  Clarke.” 
She  was  iu  all  probability  the  first 
Clarke  who  lived  upon  our  place. 

| This  will  some  of  his  family  attempt- 
i t*d  to  break  on  account  of  his  “being 
in  a confered  poster  on  his  brain.”  I 
; am  not  very  familiar  with  medical 
terms  but  that  was  all  1 could  make 
of  it,  and  though  I know  people  have 
all  sorts  of  things  on  their  brains  I 
never  before  heard  of  any  one  having 


a “confered  poster.”  Whatever  it 
was,  they  claimed  that  poor  John 
Howlett  had  it,  and  his  friends, 
neighbors  and  relatives,  were  forth- 
with summoned  to  court  to  tell  all 
they  knew  about  him.  His  brother 
Samuel’s  wife,  Martha  Howlett,  testi- 
fied that  “John  Howletts  wife  told 
her  that  the  said  Howlett  was  become 
so  disordered  in  his  mind  that  he 
could  not  in  a regular  manner  carry 
on  his  family  prayer ; for  if  he  made 
an  attempt  to  pray  he  would  run  into 
such  nonsense  that  his  prayer  would 
turn  into  confusion,  wberefor  the 
Howletts  wife  had  desired  him  to 
leave  off  praying  in  his  family  and 
accordingly  he  did.”  Poor  John 
Howlett!  People  in  higher  places 
than  you  sometimes  “run  into  non- 
sense” in  their  prayers,  but  I ueyer 
heard  that  it  was  considered  a sign 
of  insanity. 

Iu  examining  these  papers  after  a 
lapse  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  John 
Howlett  was  of  unsound  mind.  Hut 
I did  gather  the  belief  that  if  the 
secrets  of  his  life  could  be  made 
known,  a tragedy  would  lie  revealed. 

However,  nothing  was  proved 
against  him,  and  his  wife  had  the 
farm  and  immediately  sold  it  to  her 
husband’s  brother,  Thomas  Howlett, 
who  sold  it  the  same  year  to  Andrew 
Hurley.  This  brother  himself  died  a 
few  months  later.  I infer  that  his 
wife,  Lydia  Porter,  and  his  children, 
Alice,  John,  Thomas,  Ammiruhami, 
Lydia  and  Allis,  some  or  all  of 
them,  may  have  lived  on  his  farm 
some  years,  as  the  estate  was  not 
divided  until  1763.  1 found  this 

Thomas  liowlett’s  grave  in  the  older 
part  of  the  cemetery,  lying  somewhat 
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away  from  the  other  graves,  the 
stone  bearing  this  inscription  “Here 
lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Thomas  Row- 
lett, who  died  Sept.  14,  1746.’ 5 

Of  the  second  Samuel  How  left’s 
family  I find  record  of  the  marriage 
of  the  eldest  son  Samuel  to  Mary 
Redington,  22d  Nov.,  1744,  ar.d  the 
births  of  two  children,  Samuel,  born 
29th  Aug.,  1745,  and  Elizabeth,  20th 
August,  1748.  Then  this  entry  is  in 
the  church  records  “Nov.  4,  1749. 
Voted  each  member  pay  4 shillings 
old  tenor  and  Samuel  Rowlett  jun. 
Martha  and  Mary  Rowlett  — dis- 
missed— to  church  in  Woodstock.” 

William,  son  of  Samuel  Rowlett, 
born  10th  Dec.,  1726,  died  27th  Dec., 

1745  at  Cape  Breton. 

Davis  Rowlett,  born  10  Oct.,  1737 
was  a cordwainer  in  Topsfield  1794. 
The  name  then  disappeared  entirely 
from  town.  Over  a hundred  years 
they  lived  and  labored  in  Topsfield 
and  now  what  is  left?  A few  scanty 
records,  two  deserted  homesteads 
marked  now  only  by  the  cellars,  and 
a solitary  grave.  “As  for  man,  his 
days  are  as  grass ; as  a liower  of  the 
field  so  he  flourisheth  ; for  the  wind 
passeth  over  it  and  it  is  gone,  and 
the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no 
more.” 

If  we  have  hope  only  in  this  life 
we  are  indeed  “most  miserable.” 

But  time  waits  for  no  man.  One 
goes  and  another  comes  to  fill  his 
place. 

Thomas  Rowlett  gave  a deed  of 
his  brother,  John  Rowlett’s  farm  in 

1746  to  Andrew  Burley.  Of  him  1 
have  little  knowledge,  excepting  that 
his  wife  was  the  widow  Hannah 
Burnham,  and  during  the  nine  years 
that  he  lived  here  a daughter  Hannah 


and  four  boys,  John,  William, 
James,  and  James,  came  upon 
the  stage  of  life  to  taste  the  joys  and  I 
sorrows  of  existence.  Then  he  sold  j 
out  to  Israel  Clarke,  jun.,  in  1755. 

Of  the  seven  generations  in  my 
line  of  Topsfield  Clarkes,  five  have  i 
lived  upon  our  present  farm. 

The  first  Daniel  Clarke  was  a very 
early  settler  in  Topsfield.  I find  his 
name  first  mentioned  in  Ipswich  in 
1636.  Feb.  27th,  1648  is  the  date  ; 
of  the  following,  recorded  in  the 
same  town,  “Whereas  Daniel  Clarke 
had  a house  lot  as  did  appear  by  the 
testimony  at  this  meeting  granted  to  ! 
him,  as  also  six  acres  of  meaddow  at  i 
the  New  Meaddowes  as  appears  by  a j 
record  ; there  was  granted  unto  the  ; 
said  Daniell  fifteen  acres  of  upland 
near  to  Mr.  Saltoustalls  farme  in  full  j 
satisfaction  of  the  two  former  grants  i 
above  exprest.”  But  he  did  not  I 
obtain  possession  of  this  land  either,  ; 
and  so  received  another  grant  IS  ; 
Oct.,  1650.  “Goodman  Daniel! 
Clarke  having  had  a former  grant  of 
fifteen  acres  in  satisfaction  of  a 
former  grant  of  a house  lot  and  six 
acres  of  meddow,  which  is  not  laid  . 
out  to  him  it  is  now  voted  that  Sar- 
geaut  Clarke  with  the  lot  layers  shall 
make  him  satisfaction  out  of  the 
common  land  beyond  Mr.  Wiuthrop’s 
farm,  near  to  the  New  Meddowes.” 
Whether  he  succeeded  iu  getting  this 
land  laid  out  to  him,  or  went  on  re- 
ceiving satisf action  for  former  grants 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  I am  unable 
to  determine.  I cannot  locate  his 
home  although  I have  frequently 
found  his  name  in  old  deeds  and  rec- 
ords. That  he  owned  land  some- 
where in  our  present  vicinity,  at  one 
time,  seems  probable  from  the  fact 
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i that  one  of  the  six  “particulars,” 
copied  into  the  Topsfield  records 
; from  Ipswich,  states  the  following : 
“Granted  and  sold  unto  Ensign  How- 
lett  a little  stripe  of  land  lyiug  be- 
tween him  and  Daniell  Clarke.”  I 
have  evidence  also  from  other  sourc- 
es that  about  this  time  he  held  real 
estate  in  what  is  now  Spriugville.  I 
find  his  name  given  as  a commoner 
in  1661  and  1664,  nevertheless  “Dan- 
iel! Clarke  Coming  into  ye  Towne 
meeting  the  6th  of  March  1682-3  and 
saing  that  he  had  noe  wright  in  ye 
Coining.” 

“The  Towue  has  Voated  Goodman 
Clarke  a Comminer.  Voated.” 

The  2«th  April  1669  “The  court 
grants  license  unto  Daniel  Clarke  at 
Topsfield  to  keep  an  ordinary  for 
selling  beer  and  victuals  for  a year  ” 
This  license  was  renewed  May  1674, 
March  1675,  Sept.  1680  and  Sept. 
1681.  While  keeping  this  “ordina- 
. ry,”  he  was  fined  “ten  shillings  and 
costs  for  selling  a gill  of  liquor  to 
the  Indians.”  “Lo,  the  poor  In- 
dian!” One  wonders  how  many  of 
them  it  took  to  drink  that  gill  and 
what  effect  it  had  upon  them. 

I learn  from  an  old  court  record 
i that  Daniel  Clarke  married  Mary 
Newbury,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas 
; Newbury.  Their  children  were 
‘ Mary,  Elizabeth,  Dority,  Sarah, 
Martha,  Daniell  born  26  Oct.  1657, 
; died  17  Jan.  1560,  Judith,  John, 
Daniell,  Samuel  and  Humphrey, 
j Elizabeth  married  William  Perkins 
; in  1669,  a son  I think  of  Mr.  William 
\ Perkins,  the  minister.  Sarah  mar- 
1 ried  Samuel  Howlett  Jan.  3,  1670. 
In  Daniel  Clarke’s  will  dated  Jan.  10, 
1688,  probated  March  25,  1690,  lie 
gives  his  son  Samuel,  who  is  in  Eng- 


land, ten  shillings,  and  his  property 
is  equally  divided  between  his  three 
sons,  John,  Humphrey  and  Daniel. 

“Item.  I give  to  my  son  John 
Clarke  my  mare  that  is  in  the  woods 
or  wheresoever  she  be,  and  if  she  be 
found  her  first  colt  that  she  bring  I 
give  to  my  grandchild  John  Howlett.” 
Rather  an  uncertain  legacy. 

I stated  that  Daniel  Clarke  had  a 
son  Daniei  who  died  in  1660.  The 
name  Daniel  was  again  bestowed  on 
another  child  who  was  born  1665.  I 
have  found  many  instances  of  this 
among  the  old  families.  If  a child 
died,  the  same  name  was  soon  after 
given  to  another.  It  seems  to  me 
like  a denial  of  immortality,  like 
saying,  “You  are  dead , gone  from 
us  forever,  utterly  destroyed,  your 
place  shall  be  filled  and  your  name 
given  to  another.”  Yet  perhaps  I 
do  our  fathers  injustice.  It  may  be 
that  there  were  so  mauy  names  to  be 
given  and  John,  Thomas,  Sarah  and 
Dority  followed  in  such  quick  suc- 
cession that  time  and  names  both 
ran  a little  short. 

Humphrey  Clarke  sold  out  his 
property  in  Topsfield  “to  ray  loving 
brother  Daniel  Clarke — all  my  right 
and  interest  in  Topsfield  township, 
the  same  towne  as  aforesaid  of  house, 
housing,  buildings,  lands,  meadow 
and  upland,  improved  or  otherwise 
with  all  fencing  of  ail  sorts  with  all 
the  timber,  wood,  trees,  streams  of 
water  or  mines  rocks  or  whatsoever 
doth  properly  belong  lo  housing, 
lands  as  aforesaid  with  all  privileges, 
appurteuauces  belonging  hereunto  as 
was  given  me  by  my  honored  father 
Clarke  now  deceased.”  Anyone 
would  think  that  he  owned  the  whole 
town  of  Topsfield,  but  he  parts  with 
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all  this  “for-  and  in  consideration  of 
cloth  for  a suit  and  forty  pounds  in 
silver,’*  This  deed  is  dated  Dec*  12, 
1693. 

In  1706  I find  a deed  from  John 
Gould  to  Daniel  Clarke,  painter,  later 
a deed  from  Zaceheus  Perkins  to 
Daniel  Clarke,  carpenter,  and  in  1725 
he  is  called  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke,  inn- 
holder, I am  unable  to  locate  his 
land  with  any  definiteness.  I only 
kno  y that  it  bordered  Mr.  Capen’s. 
In  1735  1 find  the  following  record: 
“To  see  what  the  town  will  do  about 
repairing  the  stone  wall  between  Mr. 
Daniel  Clarke’s  land  and  the  par- 
sonage.” 

Daniel  Clarke  was  throughout  his 
life  a servant  of  the  town  in  various 
capacities.  Besides  other  services 
he  was  frequently  appointed  attor- 
ney for  Topsfield.  “1712.”  “Elisha 
Perkins,  Daniel  Clarke  and  John 
Hovey  are  chosen  agents  or  attor- 
neys to  joyne  with  our  representa- 
tives in  behalf  of  the  towne  to  man- 
age our  townes  petition  now  in  the 
general  court  for  a rehearsing  of  the 
case  between  Boxford  and  Topsfield.” 

Daniel  Clarke  married  Damaris 
Dorman  May  29,  1G89.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Mary,  born  Aug.  16,  1694 
died  Aug.  22,  Daniel,  Jacob,  Dama- 
ris, Mary,  Israel,  Humphrey,  Sarah, 
Dim  and  David.  It  appears  by  his 
will  that  he  had  a second  wife  Han- 
nah, but  I can  find  no  record  of  the 
marriage.  This  will  was  made  the 
seventh  day  of  Juue,  1646,  probated 
Feb.  13,  1748,  making  him  81  years 
of  age  at  the  time  this  instrument 
was  drawn  up.  It  seems  to  me  a 
curious  old  document.  I quote  some 
passages  from  it. 

“Item:  1 give  to  my  well  beloved 


wife.  Hannah — the  liberty  of  ye  par-  * 
lour  in  my  now  Dwelling  house  and  = 
ye  Bed  Hoorn,  in  it,  .with  the  Bed 
which  is  in  sd  Bed  Room  with  ye.  j 
bedstead  & bed  cord  and  under  bed 
and  two  coverlids,  two  blanketts  & 
three  pair  of  sheets  and  one  Bolfster 
and  two  pillow’s  & pillow  cases  with 
the  curtains  and  curtain  rods 
Belonging  to  s’d  Bed  ; and  I give  to 
my  s’d  wife  the  Liberty  of  the  Wine  .1 
Cellar  and  liberty  to  pass  to  and 
from  it  at  all  times,  and  I give  toiler  j 
the  Liberty  of  ye  Little  Oven  to  bake 
in  as  shee  may  have  occasion,  and  I j 
give  to  my  s’d  wife  the  use  of  a j 
brass  Kettle,  a brass  Skillett  & a j 
brass  Scimmer  and  1 give  the  use  of  ] 
a pair  of  andirons  & a fire  Slice  & ! 
tongs  & a frying  pan  and  warming  ! 
pan  & an  iron  pott  and  Trammels  j 
and  Grid  Iron  & Chafin  Dish  and  an  j 
Ovel  table  & candlestick  and  I give  ; 
her  ye  use  of  a Tankard,  two  pewter  I 
platters  and  six  pewter  plates  and  j 
six  knives  & forks  and  six  chairs  ’ 
and  a pair  of  hand  bellows.  But  if  , 
mv  s’d  wife  shall  choose  to  live  iu  ye 
house  which  my  son  Dann  nov: 
dwells  in  Rather  than  ye  aforesaid 
Parlour  that  then  shee  shall  have  ye 
liberty  of  that  whole  house  and  Cel- 
lar that  is  under  it,  with  ve  Garden  ! 
that  is  before  it  and  so  to  quitt  her 
Right  and  privilege  in  mv  now  Dwell- 
ing house.  I give  to  my  sd  wife  ye 
liberty  of  my  House,  Cellar,  Garden, 
ye  use  of  my  household  goods  as 
above  mentioned  so  long  as  Shee 
continues  mv  Widow'  and  No  Long- 
er : I give  to  my  sd  wife  six  cords  of 
wood  yearly  to  be  cutt  fitt  for  ye 
tire  and  Brought  to  ye  Door,  and  I 
give  to  my  sd  wife  Six  Bushells  of 
Indian  Corn,  one  Bushell  of  wheat. 
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one  bushell  of  Rye,  two  bushells  of 
malt  and  half  a busbell  of  salt  and 
ten  pounds  of  good  flax  from  ye 
Swingle  and  one  hundred  pounds  of 
good  pork  and  seventy  pounds  of 
Beef  and  two  barrels  of  cyder  and 
barrels  to  put  it  In,  and  three  bush- 
ells of  winter  apples  & one  bushell 
of  Turnips  ; the  whole  of  these  Sev- 
eral Species  above  given  to  my  sd 
wife  for  her  Support  Is  to  be  deliv-, 
ered  to  her  every  year.  In  ye  proper 
Season  therefor,  so  long  as  shee  re- 
mains my  widow,  and  I give  to  my 
sd  wife  so  much  money  or  Bills  of 
Creditt  as  to  be  equal  to  forty  shil- 
lings old  Tenor,  to  be  Delivered  to 
her  every  year  during  her  sd  widow- 
hood. and  the  milk  of  one  cow  and 
Liberty  to  take  as  many  Summer 
apples  as  shee  shall  have  Occasion 
of  for  her  own  eating  during  her  sd 
widowhood.  But  if  my  sd  wife  shall 
insist  upon  her  having  her  thirds  of 
my  estate  Then  she  is  not  to  have 
privilege  above  given  her.  The  sev- 
eral particulars  above  sd  that  m37 
wife  is  to  have  the  use  & liberty  of 
During  her  sd  widowhood  Is  all  of 
it  to  fall  to  my  Exet  herein  after 
named  (as  his  other  Estate)  at  my 
wife’s  Decease  or  marriage  ” 

He  also  gives  legacies  to  his 
daughter  Mary  Dorman  and  to  his 
“grandchildren  the  children  of  ray 
daughter  Sarah  Bradstreet  Dec’d.” 
Iler  husband  was  Samuel  Bradstreet, 
the  sou  of  John  Bradstreet,  the  fourth 
son  of  the  Governor. 

His  executor  was  his  son  Daun 
Clarke,  who,  I think,  continued  the 
inn  after  his  father’s  death,  and  also 
his  sou  Daniel  al  ter  him. 

How  long  his  widow  continued  her 
“said  widowhood”  l have  not  been 


able  to  ascertain. 

To  his  son  Israel  Clarke  he  gives 
a piece  of  land  called  Barzillah’s  land, 
containing  about  twelve  acres  and 
taking  its  Dame  presumably  from 
Barzillah  Baker,  to  whom  it  formerly 
belonged.  This  may  have  been  his 
home  but  I do  not  know  that  it  was, 
nor  where  the  land  was  located. 

We  have  an  old  account  book  in 
our  possession  belonging  to  Israel 
Clarke.  He  seems  to  have  sold  gro- 
ceries ; I cannot  say  he  had  a store 
for  I hardly  think  anything  worthy 
of  the  name  of  store  existed  at  that 
time.  The  dates  run  from  1738  to 
1747  or  thereabouts.  Here  I find 
many  names  of  the  old  settlers. 
“Mr.  William  Redington,  Jan.  31, 
oyle,  two  quarts.”  “Aprell,  1743, 
Thomas  Baker,  Molasses,  o quarts.” 
“March  12,  1744,  Jabez  Towne  oyle 
2 quarts.”  Jolm  Richard , Nathaniel 
Capen,  David  Batch, Abraham  Hobbs 
and  many  others  are  also  mentioned. 
Occasionally  lie  writes  down  a little 
famiW  history,  records  the  births 
and  deaths  of  some  of  his  children, 
or  intersperses  a few  reflections. 
Then  he  goes  right  on  with  the 
molasses  and  the  “0}lc.”  I find 
this  note  at  the  bottom  of  a page, 
“Israeli  Clarke  and  his  wife  Desires 
the  prayers  of  Gods  peopel  in  this 
Congregation  for  there  Daughter 
BarthSheba.”  And  again  “Decem- 
ber 10th  1740,  theu  ye  Reverend  Mr 
John  Emerson  Came  to  Dwell  Down 
by  the  Meeting  house  and  it  was  a 
very  Rainy  Time  aud  had  bin  for 
Sum  Time  before.’’  Of  another 
character,  “Robert  Perkins  Inis  made 
forty’  five  Barrels  of  Cyder.  And 
back  a little  farther,  “The  willow 
Dodge,  one  tun.”  Nothing  more : 
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we  don’t  know  what  kind  of  a “tun” 
whether  bought,  sold  or  otherwise. 
Might  have  been  molasses,  only  I 
doubt  if  there  was  as  much  in  the 
whole  settlement ; or  coal,  but  they 
didn’t  burn  coal  in  those  days.  Never 
mind  what  it  was,  I am  glad  that  the 
widow  Dodge  in  her  lonely  and  des- 
olate condition  could  sclace  herself 
with  4 none  tun.”  These  entries  also 
struck  me  as  curious:  “May  20th 
1743.  Received  of  Dan  Clarke  by  the 
hand  of  his  son  Daniel  eight  black 
birds  not  Hedged  and  cut  off  their 
Reeks.”  “July  14,  1743.  Received 
of  hennery  Lamson  10  Ground  Squir- 
rels and  cut  off  there  Ears.”  I verily 
thought  at  first  that  my  great-great- 
grandfather was  akin  to  Jesse-  Pom- 
eroy, a monster  of  cruelty.  Some 
one  innocently  inquired  “Why  didn’t 
he  kill  them?”  Rut  upon  second 
thought  I do  not  believe  my  worthy 
ancestor  was  guilty  of  the  horrible 
crime  of  turning  poor  little  squirrels 
and  blackbirds  loose  on  an  unfriend- 
ly world  minus  their  ears  aud  beaks. 
There  was  probably  a bounty  offered 
upon  them  by  some  one  and  the  ears 
and  beaks  were  sent  away  as  tokens 
of  their  untimely  deaths. 

Israel  Clarke  married  Mercy  Por- 
ter for  fust  wife,  for  second  wife 
the  widow  Swett,  maiden  name, 
Anna  Jewett.  Mercy  Porter’s  chil- 
dren were  Israel,  Mercy,  Jacob,  Da- 
vid, Elijah,  Sarah  born  Nov.  14, 
1736,  died  Feb.  7,  1737.  “Jan.  31, 
1738.  Then  Sarah  Clarke  Daughter 
to  Israel  and  Mercy  Clarke  was 
Born.”  She  was  followed  by  Sam- 
uel and  Bathsheba. 

‘‘May  19,  1746.  Then  Israel  went 
to  bis  imkel  porters  to  live.” 

In  1755  Israel  Clarke,  jun.,  then  a 


young  man  of  twenty-three,  bought 
our  present  farm  of  Andrew  Burley, 
and  with  his  father’s  family  came 
here  to  live.  That  family  consisted, 
as  far  as  I am  able  to  ascertain,  of 
his  stepmother,  Anna  Jewett,  his 
sister,  Mercy,  and  his  brothers  Jacob 
and  David.  Mercy  married  Joseph 
Roberts  of  Hamilton.  Of  Jacob, 
“who  was  born  partially  blind,”  as 
stated  in  the  old  family  bible,  I can 
find  no  further  record.  David  lived 
here  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  at 
that  time  or  later  removed  to  Bridg-  ; 
ton  where  he  is  said  to  have  amassed 
quite  a fortune  for  those  times. 

My  great-grandfather’s  stepmother  j 
had  a daughter  Ruth  Swett.  Wheth- 
er she  came  here  to  live  at  that  time 
with  the  family,  I cannot  say.  It  is 
certain  that  she  did  afterwards,  for 
again  in  the  old  Bible  it  is  recorded,  j 
“Israel  Clarke  jun.  married  Ruth  j 
Swett  the  daughter  of  his  father’s  j 
second  wife which  must  have  been 
a very  convenient  and  satisfactory 
family  arrangement.  Of  her  moth- 
er’s residence  here  we  still  have  re-  \ 
minders  in  the  shape  of  many  old 
papers  and  account  books,  dating  j 
back  as  far  as  1664,  all  in  the  same 
handwriting  and  belonging  to  the  1 
same  person,  Abraham  Jewett,  Row- 
lev.  He  was  evidently  a shoemaker 
and  cobbler,  and  very  fond  of  scrib- 
bling and  keeping  accounts.  It 
seems  a little  singular  that  these  old 
books  should  have  been  so  carefully 
preserved  for  such  a long  tune. 

Andrew  Burley  gave  Israel  Clarke 
jun.,  a long  and  carefully  written 
deed  of  the  farm.  To  this  deed  “we 
do  set  our  hands  and  Seals  this 
Seventh  Day  of  July,  1755,  in  the 
twentininth  year  of  his  Majesties 
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Reign.”  During  his  ownership  he 
had  increased  the  laud  from  twenty- 
four  to  “Seventy  and  Three  Acres  be 
it  more  or  be  it  less”  including  “a  cer- 
tain number  of  Lotts  in  Pains’-hill 
pasture  so  called  also  in  sd  Ipswich, 
being  the  whole  of  the  second  range 
of  Lotts  in  sd  Pasture,  are  in  No.  7, 
8,  9,  10,  11,  12  C.  B.,”  and  not  in- 
cluding several  outlying  pieces  of 
meadow  and  marsh. 

Here  were  born  Israel  Clarke’s 
family,  consisting  of  Israel,  Mercy, 
who  was  born  April  13th,  1767  and 
died  Sept.  23d,  1773,  Anna,  Sarah, 
Samuel,  Humphrey,  born  July  25, 
1780  and  died  May  30,  1782,  and 
Humphrey  born  Jan.  7,  1783,  and 
here  died  Anna  Clarke,  March  25, 
1786,  Israel  Clarke,  Nov.  24,  1789  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  88  years,  and 
eight  months  after  Israel  Clarke  jun. , 
| July  26th,  1790. 

To  my  great  grandfather,  Israel 
Clarke,  we  owe  the  row  of  willows 
by  the  brook  side.  My  grandfather, 
who  was  but  seven  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died,  saw  him  set 
these  trees  out,  making  them  some 
*'  where  from  five  to  seven  years  over  a 
hundred  years  of  age.  The  hand 
that  planted  them  has  long  since 
i crumbled  into  dust,  but  the  trees  are 
more  enduring  than  a monument  of 
. marble ; for  although  the  old  trees 
* are  breaking  down,  new  ones  will 
i spring  from  the  roots  and  they  will 
thus  be  continued  indefinitely. 
Every  year  the  first  sign  of  the  corn- 
| iug  spring  is  seen  in  their  growing 
| greenness  ; they  have  been  transferred 
■ to  canvas,  and  at  blossoming  time, 
when  the  air  is  laden  with  fragrance, 
we  do  not  doubt  that  others  beside 
his  descendants  have  reason  to  call 
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him  blessed. 

So  Ruth  Clarke  was  left  a widow 
with  several  small  children  still 
below  the  age  of  majority.  In  this 
condition  of  affairs  David  Clarke  of 
Bridgeton  desires  to  relieve  her  some- 
what of  her  burdens  by  adopting  ray 
grandfather,  Humphrey.  Whether 
he  was  the  best  looking  or  not  I can- 
not say.  I did  not  know  him  till  he 
was  old,  yet  I think  it  possible  that 
he  may  have  been.  We  still  have 
several  old  letters  written  upon  this 
subject  by  David  Clarke  of  Bridge- 
ton  to  my  great  grandmother  Ruth 
Clarke.  To  illustrate  the  difficulty 
of  travelling  in  those  days  I will 
quote  a few  lines  from  one  of  them, 
written  Jan.  12,  1795.  “I  send  you 
this  letter  by  Mr.  David  Potter,  he 
will  return  to  Bridgeton  iu  a Short 
time  With  two  Sleighs ; and  if  you 
have  a miud  Humphrey  Should  Com 
and  Live  with  me,  mr  potter  will 
Bring  him  Down  if  he  is  not  too 
havy  Loaded  and  I make  no  doubt 
he  will  take  Good  Care  of  him  on  the 
Roads  and  I Do  not  think  that  you 
will  have  a Better  opportunity  to 
Send  him  to  me.”  Evidently  there 
was  no  discussion  about  electric 
roads.  I will  just  say  here  that 
“Humphrey”  did  go  to  Bridgeton 
and  remained  with  his  uncle  two 
years ; after  which  time  he  again 
returned  to  Topsfield. 

Here,  after  he  attained  his  majori- 
ty he  bought  out  the  rights  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters  and  came  into 
possession  of  his  father’s  farm.  He 
married  Mercy  Clinton  Jan.  26,  1809. 
At  or  near  this  time  the  second  house 
on  the  farm  was  erected  by  my  great- 
uncle,  Israel  Clarke,  and  completed  by 
my  grandfather.  It  was  a one  story 
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house  with  a long,  slanting  roof  at 
the  back,  the  kitchen  facing  the 
north  and  with  a bedroom  at  one  end 
and  a pantry  at  the  other  taking  up 
the  entire  side  of  the  bouse.  Those 
old  fashioned  kitchens  are  rapidly 
disappearing.  They  were  so  made 
as  to  exclude  the  rays  of  the  sun  ; 
only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  after- 
noon, I remember,  it  would  peep 
round  the  elm  tree  and  throw  a bick- 
ering light  across  my  graudfather’s 
table.  They  were  cold  rooms, 
perhaps  meant  to  be  so,  in  order  that 
Puritan  housekeepers  might  not  take 
too  much  pleasure  in  living.  Ours 
was  not  so  bad  owing  to  its  sheltered 
situation,  but  in  some  other  houses, 
with  which  I am  familiar,  built  on 
higher  land,  the  cold  was  something 
not  easily  forgotten.  If  the  explor- 
ers for  the  North  pole  are  simply 
seeking  the  coldest  place  on  earth, 
they  might  give  over  their  searching 
and  contentedly  sit  down  in  an  old 
fashioned  New  England  kitchen. 

In  this  house  my  grandfather’s  two 
sons,  Humphrey  and  David,  were 
born ; here  Humphrey  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  my  grandmother, 
Mercy  Clinton,  Jan.  2nd  1855;  and 
afterwards  iny  grandfather.  Yet  I 
cannot  say  that  he  died  in  the  house. 
At  eighty-five  years  of  age,  hale  and 
vigorous,  in  full  possession  of  his 
faculties,  he  fell  dead  in  the  cornfield 
holding  in  his  hand  the  ripening 
blades  of  corn.  No  sound,  no  mur- 
mur, no  groan  to  indicate  to  those 
working  close  by  him,  but  concealed 
by  the  rustling  corn,  that  a soul  was 
passing, — a fitting  close  to  an  ener- 
getic, hard  working  life.  In  the 
prayer  of  the  K.tglish  church  occurs 
this  petitiou,  “And  deliver  us  from 


sudden  death.”  Rather,  let  me  say,  \ 
deliver  me  from  the  slow  torture,  the 
lingering  agony  of  long  continued  { 
sickness. 

My  grandfather  left  us  an  endur- 
ing  legacy  in  the  noble  elm  which 
shades  the  western  side  of  the  house. 
My  father  saw  him  sow  the  seed  of 
this  tree  when  he  was  ten  years  of 
age,  making  it  now  seventy-two  j 
years  old.  I measured  it  a short  : 
time  ago  and  found  it  eighteen  feet 
in  circumference.  I could  hardly  ' 
realize,  as  I measured  its  rugged  ; 
sides,  that  seven ty*two  years  ago  it  j 
was  only  a tiny  seed. 

*‘And  sun  and  showers  nourished  it  1 
Aud  gave  the  elm  tree  birth.”  j 

At  that  age  man  begins  to  fail  and  ; 
grow  feeble  and  gray.  Not  so  the 
grand,  old  tree.  The  years  thus  far 
only  bring  to  it  added  beauty  and 
vigor.  The  trunk  grows  larger,  the 
branches  shoot  higher  and  far  up 
above  the  world  below  the  oriole  and 
virco  fasten  their  nests  to  its  swaying 
twigs. 

David  Clarke  married  Mary  Pea- 
body, Dec.  3d,  1840.  In  this  same 
house  his  four  children  were  born 
and  here  the  oldest  child,  Mercea 
Clinton,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years. 

Our  present  house  was  built  by  my 
father  in  1871.  Here  my  brother, 
Humphrey  H.  Clarke,  died  Feb.  17, 
1874,  and  niv  father,  David  Clarke, 
March  13,  1880. 

In  looking  over  our  family  history 
I have  been  struck  by  the  continual 
recurrence  of  the  same  name.  In 
every  family  but  one  there  was  an 
Humphrey  Clarke,  aud  as  the  next 
family  had  two  the  omission  was 
atoned  for.  I have  really  felt  a 
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curiosity  to  know  where  and  when 
the  first  Humphrey  Clarke  came  into 
existence,  and  why  his  descendants 
should  cling  to  his  name  so  pertina- 
ciously. In  our  family  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  say,  “The  quality  of 
mercy  is  not  strained”  for  we  have 
been  blessed  with  many  Mercys’. 

My  great  grandfather  Clinton,  the 
father  of  Mercy  Clinton,  my  grand- 
mother, left  an  account  book  very 
similar  to  that  previously  quoted 
from,  belonging  to  Israel  Clarke, 
except  that  there  are  in  it  more  reflec- 
tions and  jotting  down  of  events.  I 
will  give  a few,  which  may  be  inter- 
esting on  account  of  their  age. 

“July  30,  1794.  A fire  in  Boston, 

burnt  fifty  dwelling  houses,  seven 
ropewalks,  stores  etc.,  loss  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  The  same  day 
three  pirates  were  executed  on  the 
common. 

Sept.  13.  The  bell  was  hung  in  the 
meeting  house.  Betsey’s  brown 
house  moved.  Henry  Tufts  pardoned 
from  the  sentence  of  death  by  the 
governor  and  put  on  the  castle  dur- 
ing life. 

Christmas  day  was  the  pleasantest 
day  I ever  saw,  no  suow%  no  ice.  no 
frost. 

Jau.  29,  1795.  John  Potter’s  barn 
blew  down,  killed  four  head  of  cattle, 
a very  heavy  gale  of  wind. 

Jan.  19  & 20,  1810.  Coldest  ever 
kuown  in  NewT  England. 

July  27,  1804.  Eben  Clinton  left 
home  to  sail  in  the  Vain  love  for 

; northwest  coast,  Tom  Brown  master, 
Simon  of  Boston  owner,  bound  to 
northwest  coast  and  the  voyage  to  be 
about  three  years  and  God  be  pleas- 
ed to  bless  him.” 


. 


From  the  nature  of  my  subject  my 
paper  has  borne  a close  resemblance 
to  some  of  those  chapters  in  Chron- 
icles which  go  on  this  way:  “And 
Shallum  begat  Hiikiah  and  Hilkiah 
begat  Ajariah,”  but  we  are  all  lovers 
of  the  supernatural.  Let  me  close 
with  a ghost  story,  the  only  one  I 
know  which  is  connected  with  the 
place,  and  certainly  the  most  authen- 
tic which  ever  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

My  grandmother,  Mercy  Clinton, 
had  a younger  brother  by  the  name 
of  David  Clinton.  In  his  visits  to 
his  sister  he  became  acquainted  with, 
and  interested  in,  Mercy  Perkins, 
a daughter  of  Elisha  Perkins  who 
then  lived  upon  the  hill  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  the  family  of  the 
late  David  Perkins.  BeiDg  somewhat 
out  of  health  he  weut  to  Boston  to 
see  a physician.  A letter  had  just 
been  received  from  him  stating  that 
he  was  doing  as  well  as  could  be 
expected. 

At  that  time,  my  grandmother’s 
niece,  Edna  Dane  of  Brookfield,  was 
visiting  her.  Mercy  Perkins  came 
over  to  make  a neighboring  call. 
When  she  took  her  leave,  Edna 
walked  home  with  her  as  far  as  the 
bridge.  After  they  separated  she 
heard  a scream  from  Mercy  and  turn- 
ed to  go  back  to  her,  but  seeing  her 
keeping  on  her  way  home  apparently 
all  right,  she  went  on  again. 

The  next  day  Mercy  came  over  iu 
tears  and  after  saying,  “We  shall 
certainly  hear  from  David  today,” 
related  the  following  story.  Alter 
leaving  Edna  she  looked  around  and 
saw  David  Clinton  standing  behind 
her.  Thinking  he  had  returned  un- 
expectedly she  put  out  her  hand  to 
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shake  hands  with  him,  when  he  van- 
ished. She  then  uttered  the  scream 
heard  by  Edna.  Hurrying  on  over 
the  bridge  she  locked  round  again 
and  David  again  stood  behind  her  and 
then  once  more  vanished.  That  very 
day  a letter  was  received  stating  that 
David  Clinton  had  died  very  sudden- 
ly and  unexpectedly. 

Mrs.  George  Dane  of  Hamilton, 


the  daughter  of  the  Edna  Dane, 
afterwards  Edna  Waite,  mentioned 
above,  told  me  this  story  and  closed  i 
with  these  words : “My  mother  ; 

to  her  dying  day  believed  that  Mercy 
Perkins  saw  a ghost.” 

I will  add  that  Mercy  Perkins 
afterward  married  an  Andrews  and 
was  the  mother  of  Joseph  Andrews,  ; 
recently  deceased.  j 
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TL  he  Tl  opsfield  CoxJper  Mines. 

By  Mrs.  G.  Warren  Towne. 


“Mr.  Endecott  hath  found  a cop- 
per mine  in  his  own  ground.  Mr. 
Leader  hath  tried  it.”  vSo  writes 
John  Winthrop  to  his  son,  on  the 
50th  Sept.,  1648.  Suck  a find  was 
of  much  importance  to  the  infant 
colony,  and  Mr.  Endicott  at  once 
petitioned  the  General  Court  to  lay 
out,  and  establish  the  bounds,  of  the 
five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  granted 
him  in  1639,  and  on  which  he  had 
made  so  valuable  a discovery.  The 
Court  acted  upon  his  request  in  Oc- 
tober of  the  same  year,  and  appoint- 
ed Lieut.  Walker  and  Seargt.  Marsh- 
all, both  of  Reading,  to  perform  this 
duty,  which  for  some  unknown  rea- 
son they  neglected  to  do,  for  nearly 
ten  years  afterwards  in  1657,  the 
Court,  on  petition  from  the  Govern- 
ment, appointed  Mr.  Thos.  Danfortk 
and  Robert  Male  “to  lay  out  the 
former  grant  of  land  on  the  Ipswich 
river  made  to  the  honored  Governor 
Jno.  Endicott  Esq.,”  that  he  shall 
not  “suffer  damage  that  it  hath  not 
binn  layd  out  formerly.” 

The  return  made  to  the  Court 
reads  as  follows  : 

1659.  25th  May. 

“Layd  out  vnto  the  honored  Gov- 
ernor John  Endecott  Esq.  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  Ips- 
wich River  and  is  bounded  wth  a 
brook  anent  Goodman  Goolds  land 
on  the  east,  Blind  Mole  on  south, 
and  the  wilderness  elsewhere  sur- 
rounding, the  said  fanne  taking  iuto 


the  bounds  thereof!  the  swampy  mea- 
dow land  that  lieth  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.” 

Tho.  Dan  forth, 
Robert  Hale. 

One  would  naturally  think  that  the 
location  of  the  Governor’s  farme  on 
the  Ipswich  River  was  at  last  settled, 
but  there  are  four  or  five  other  or- 
ders of  the  Court  in  regard  to  it. 
There  seems  to  have  been  much 
trouble  about  the  bounds  between 
the  land  of  Zacckeus  Goold  and  “ye 
honored  Governor”  and  as  neither 
were  of  yielding  dispositions,  it  re- 
quired much  time  and  patience  to 
come  to  a satisfactory  settlement 
even  with  the  help  of  the  General 
Court.  But  the  Governor  finally 
settled  his  five  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  on  the  Ipswich  river  and  we 
are  ready  to  consider  the  copper 
mine. 

Governor  Endicott’ s attempt  at 
mining  copper  is  the  earliest  record 
we  have  of  the  mining  of  this  metal 
in  North  America  by  Europeans. 

The  natives  of  the  soil,  the  Indians, 
had  made  use  of  copper  for  personal 
adornment,  long  years  before  the 
advent  of  the  white  man ; but  the 
eastern  tribes  probably  obtained  it 
in  barter  from  the  tribes  living  near 
“the  great  lake”  where  copper  could 
be  found  nearly  pure  in  its  crude 
state. 

In  the  accounts  of  Gosnold's  voy- 
age to  America,  made  in  1602,  the 
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fact  that  the  Indians  of  Massachu- 
setts had  copper  in  their  possession 
is  mentioned. 

One  John  Brereton,  who  accom- 
panied Gosnoid,  wrote  as  follows  re- 
garding the  natives  of  southern 
Massachusetts : 

“They  have  also  great  store  of 
copper,  some  very  red  and  some  of 
a paler  color  ; none  of  them  but  have 
chains,  ear  rings,  or  coders  of  this 
metal.  They  head  some  of  their 
arrows  therewith.  Their  chains  are 
made  of  hollow  pieces  of  the  bignese 
of  one  of  our  reeds,  a finger  in 
length  ten  or  twelve  of  them  togeth- 
er on  a string  which  they  wear  about 
their  bodies  like  bandoliers  a handful 
broad,  all  hollow  pieces  like  the 
other  but  somewhat  shorter,  four 
hundred  pieces  in  a collar,  very  fine 
and  evenly  set  together ; besides 
these  they  have  large  drinking  cups 
made  like  skulls,  and  other  thin 
plates  of  copper.  [ was  desirous  to 
understand  where  they  had  such 
store  of  this  metal  and  made  sign  to 
one  of  them  who  taking  a piece  of 
copper  in  his  hand  made  a hole  with 
his  finger  in  the  ground  and  withal  1 
pointed  to  the  main  from  whence 
they  came/’ 

But  it  was  in  Topsficld  that  the 
first  attempt  was  made  by  English 
colonists  to  mine  the  ore. 

Charles  M.  Endecott,  in  his  mem- 
ories of  Gov.  Endecott,  mentions 
the  copper  mine  in  Topsficld  and 
speaks  of  it  as  being  upon  his  land 
on  the  Ipswich  river  near  a place 
called  at  the  time  Blind  Hole.  lie 
says  it  was  tested  by  Mr.  Leader  of 
the  Lynn  iron  works,  who  must  have 
given  a favorable  opinion,  for  in 
1651  Mr.  Endecott  petitions  the 


General  Court  for  the  grant  of  a 
wood  lot  in  its  neighborhood  to  en- 
able him  to  work  it  wiih  more  ease. 

In  this  petition  he  states  that  he  had 
already  been  to  some  charges  for 
the  finding  and  melting  of  copper 
ore,  and  was  still  in  prosecution  of 
bringing  it  to  perfection  by  sending 
to  Sweden  and  Germany  for  persons 
well  skilled  in  the  art  to  assist  him. 

Following  is  the  grant  made  14 
Oct.  1651: 

“In  answer  to  the  petition  of  John 
Endecott,  Esquire,  ye  present  hon- 
ored Governor  the  court  doth  grant 
him  three  hundred  acres  of  wood 
land  lying  neere  to  the  place  he  in- 
tends to  sett  up  his  works,  named 
Blind  Hole,  neere  to  a farme  form- 
erly granted  him  not  being  granted 
to  any  other,  on  this  condition,  that  ! 
he  sets  up  his  workes  within  seven  ] 
years.” 

Mr.  William  P.  Uphara  writes  me  ! 
that  he  does  not  think  the  three  hun-  j 
dred  acres  of  woodland  were  ever 
laid  out.  He  says,  “John  Porter 
seems  to  have  owned  the  land  on  the 
south  of  the  550  acre  Endecott  grant 
where  the  three  hundred  acres  in 
Blind  Hole  would  have  been  set  off  j 
to  Endecott  if  he  had  complied  with  ; 
the  condition  as  to  the  copper  mine.”  i 
Mr.  Uphain  thinks  as  the  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  woodland  were  to  be 
near  the  copper  mine  the  mine  must 
have  been  on  that  part  of  the  550 
acres  lying  south  of  the  river.  There 
is  not  the  shadow  of  a doubt  in  my 
own  mind  in  regard  to  this. 

C.  M.  Endecott  closes  his  account 
of  the  mine  by  saying  it  was  subse- 
quently abandoned,  it  not  yielding 
sufficient  copper  to  encourage  the 
Governor  to  work  it  longer. 
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Savage,  in  his  sketch  of  Richard 
Leader,  says  he  tried  a copper  mine 
in  Endecott's  farm  at  Salem  (Tops- 
field)  but  met  with  ill  success.  All 
things  considered  I think  we  must 
conclude  that  Governor  Endicott 
was  not  more  successful  than  others 
have  been  at  a later  date. 

We  cannot  pass  by  Richard  Lead- 
er without  giving  a short  sketch  of 
the  man. 

A letter  written  by  Emanuel 
Downing  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in 
1644,  is  full  of  interesting  informa- 
tion. 

My  Honored  Cosen, 

The  Adventurers  in  the  Iron 
Works  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Leader 
to  take  care  of  theire  work,  you  know 
the  man.  He  lived  in  Ireland.  He 
is  a perfect  accountant,  hath  skill  in 
mynes  and  tryall  of  mettalls ; he 
hath  covenanted  to  serve  them  seven 
7 years  his  wages  is  100  li.  per  an- 
num lie  is  to  have  passage  for  him- 
self, his  wife,  2 children,  3 servants, 
an  house  to  be  built  for  him,  and 
ground  to  be  allowed  him  for  his 
horses  and  a Few  cowes.  The  100 
li.  per  annum  begins  the  25  of  March 
next.  When  I perceived  they  were 
resolved  upon  him,  and  that  vt  would 
be  noe  advantage  to  you  for  me  to 
have  expressed  my  dislike  of  their 
way  herein,  I told  them  I was  well 
assured  Mr  Leader  would  be  a wel- 
comb  man  vnto  you  for  at  my  com- 
ing thence  you  expressed  your  desire 
that  myself  or  some  other  would 
undertake  the  business.  Then  Mr 
Leader  told  them  he  would  not  mcdle 
with  any  undertaking  of  their  busi- 
ness without  your  free  cousent  and 
contentment,  for  soe  in  private  he 


had  promised  me  to  express  himself 
before  them  all  which  he  preformed 
verie  honestly.  Mr  Holye  told  me 
that  when  they  were  agreeing  with 
Mr  Leader  they  w’ould  have  given 
him  150  li.  per  annum  rather  than 
left  him,  therefore  if  Mr  Leader  had 
stood  upon  yt  he  might  have  had  the 
150  li. 

Your  assurd  loving  uncle 

Em.  Downinge. 
London,  25  ffebr  1644. 

That  he  was  of  a studious  dispo- 
sition we  may  infer  from  an  extract 
taken  from  a letter  written  by  Robert 
Childs  to  John  Winthrop  Jr.,  in  1650. 

“Mr  Leader  hath  more  curious 
books  than  I,  especially  about  Di- 
vinity business,  where  you  may  see 
them.”  We  cannot  repress  a sensa- 
tion of  surprise  that  the  books  were 
described  in  just  those  words. 

Again,  and  this  time  it  is  John 
Winthrop,  Jr.,  himself  who  writes  in 
1646. 

Sir  : I am  much  asked  for,  the  sad- 
dle that  was  left,  I pray  send  it  by 
the  first  opportunity  “to  be  left  at  my 
father’s  for  me.  It  was  borrowed  of 
Mr  Leader.” 

In  1649  The  Adventurers  in  Eng- 
land sent  over  one  Mr.  Dawes,  to 
oversee  Mr.  Leader  (but  he  was  far 
short  of  Mr.  Leader.)  They  could 
not  agree,  so  Mr.  Daw  es  was  return- 
ed to  Ieneriffe.  We  imagine  that 
Mr.  Dawes  watched  the  infant  town 
of  Lynn  sink  below  the  horizon  with 
a sigh  of  satisfaction. 

In  1651, Mr.  Richard  Leader  of  the 
Lynn  Iron  w’orks  was  arraigned  by  the 
court  for  reproaching  Governor  En- 
dicott, the  Court,  and  the  Church  at 
Lynn.  In  their  first  excitement  the 
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Court  fined  him  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  was  afterwards  reduced  to 
fifty.  Mr.  Leader  made  an  acknowl- 
edgment and  the  fine  was  remitted, 
but  after  this  Mr.  John  Gifford  ap- 
pears in  the  records  as  overseer  of 
the  Lynn  Ironworks.  Savage  says 
that  Leader  went  to  Berwick  where 
he  had  a grant  of  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  Little  river  to  erect  mills.  He 
was  a magistrate  and  in  1654  was  a 
collector  of  Strawberry  Bank.  Here 
he  disappears  from  the  records. 

There  are  two  mine  lots,  so  called, 
both  owned  by  William  Batchelder. 
We  will  consider  them  for  conven- 
ience sake  as  the  upper  and  lower 
mine  lot.  The  upper  lot  is  a field 
of  about  four  acres  and  is  situated 
on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  from 
Sewell  Towne’s  house  to  William 
Batchelder’s  and  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  two  places.  The  lower 
lot  is  just  beyond  the  first  on  the 
right,  at  the  corner  of  the  Boxford 
road, it  is  also  bounded  on  the  north- 
west by  the  highway  leading  to  Mid- 
dleton ; this  lot  contains  between  two 
and  three  acres  of  pasture  land. 

S.  S.  Mackcnsie  in  an  article  in 
the  Essex  Institute  Proceedings  says 
“there  are  three  different  localities 
where  shafts  were  sunk,  one  near  the 
meadow  on  land  now  owned  by  Dav- 
id Towne  and  near  the  house  of 
Elisha  Towne.”  We  have  found  no 
trace  of  this  shaft  and  it  is  possible 
Mr.  Mackcnsie  was  mistaken,  as  no 
record  can  be  found  of  an  Elisha 
Towne  living  in  this  neighborhood. 
Of  the  other  two  shafts  mentioned 
we  have  a very  connected  history. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  history 
of  the  lower  mine,  let  11s  linger  a 
while  with  the  people  who  at  differ- 


ent times  have  owned  this  piece  of 
laud.  The  first  to  greet  us  is  “Old 
Captain  Ben,”  as  he  was  called. 

Benj.  Towne  was  born  in  Tops- 
field  May  10,  1691.  He  married 
four  times.  First,  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  April  1, 
1713.  Second,  Susannah  Wilds,  \ 
April  12,  1722.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children  ; March  7,  1728  she 
gave  birth  to  twins  Jacob  and  Joseph  \_ 
and  April  30,  1736,  two  months  be- 
fore her  death,  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  healthy  male  chil- 
dren all  of  whom  lived  to  be  middle 
aged  men.  Third,  he  married  Mary 
Perkins  Ma}7  2,  1738  and  fourth, Mrs. 
Mary  Clark.  He  acquired  a large  ] 
estate  for  the  time  iu  which  he  lived  1 
and  from  the  records  seems  to  have  j 
been  a prominent  man  in  town  af- 
fairs, frequently  officiating  as  town  ; 
clerk,  selectman  and  assessor  of  tax-  \ 
es,  etc.  He  died  Feb.  11,  1772  aged,  ] 
8i.  ; 

Jacob  his  son.  married  Elizabeth 
Perkins  and  died  leaving  one  son,  j 
Jacob  who  married  Mary  Perkins. 
Their  son  was  our  well  known  Jacob 
Perkins  Towne,  for  forty  years  town 
clerk. 

Joseph  married  twice.  By  his  first 
wife,  Elizabeth  Rogers,  his  children 
were  Deborah,  who  married  a Brick- 
ett;  Elizabeth,  commonly  called  Bet- 
ty, and  Lydia.  Betty  and  Lydia  re- 
mained unmarried  and  lived  at  the 
old  homestead  on  the  Middleton  road. 

Lydia  was  insane  and  many  curi- 
ous and  amusing  incidents  of  her  in- 
sanity are  still  related  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. It  is  6aid  if  there  was  a 
death  in  town  she  invariably  placed 
little  stones  in  line  like  a funeral 
train,  and  man}7  now  living  remember 
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Betty’s  anxious  inquiry  of  a chance 
caller,  “Who  is  dead?” 

The  neighbors  would  say,  “Well 
Liddy,  how  is  Betty  today?”  Her 
answer  was  always  the  same,  “Betty 
is  a good  gal,  she  never  steals  !” 

The  story  of  Aunt  Betty  and  Liddy 
is  very  pathetic.  Betty  was  the  eld- 
er by  twelve  years,  and  it  is  said 
was  very  plain.  Liddy  was  a pretty 
girl,  and  man}7  stories  of  her  pretty 
dresses,  her  beauty  and  her  skill  and 
recklessness  as  a horsewoman  still 
exist.  We  can  easily  imagine  the 
love  and  pride  of  the  elder  and  plain- 
er sister.  At  length  a time  came 
when  Lydia  was  busy  from  morning 
till  night  with  her  wheel  and  needle  ; 
when  the  pile  of  snowy  linen  grew 
steadily  day  by  day  ; when  the  silken 
wedding  dress  was  ready  for  the  wed- 
ding that  never  came  off,  for  it  was 
the  old  story  of  a new  face  and  a 
new  fancy.  Lydia  became  hopeless- 
ly insane. 

Then  was  the  devotion  of  the  elder 
sister  made  manifest.  Not  one  cent 
of  Lydia’s  property  was  ever  touched. 
Betty’s  land  was  sold  off  bit  by  bit 
until  next  to  nothing  remained.  All 
these  years  she  never  wavered  but 
bore  her  burden  cheerfully  till  she 
lay  it  down  at  the  Master’s  feet. 
Lydia  survived  her  sister  but  one 
short  month.  They  lie  buried  side 
by  side  in  the  old  cemetery  on  the 
hill  where  the  winds  whisper  softly 
in  the  pine  trees  and  the  spring 
llowers  grow  thick  and  white  on  their 
graves. 

The  following  deed  will  tell  its 
own  story : 

We  Benjamin  Towne,  Gentleman, 
Jacob  and  Joseph.  Towne  yeoman, 
all  of  Topsfield  in  consideration  of 


Five  shillings  and  for  divers  other 
good  considerations  from'  Edmund 
Quincy  of  the  District  of  Stoughton- 
ham  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Gent- 
leman, have  sold  Edmund  Quincy  all 
mines,  mine  ores,  minerals  and  other 
hidden  treasures  of  the  Earth  lying 
in  land  or  farm  of  mine  the  said 
Benjarnine  Towne  partly  and  partly 
in  Land  of  us  the  said  Jacob  and 
Josep  Towne  which  we  purchased 
jointly  of  John  Leach  of  Beverly, 
Esqr.  bounded  as  follows,  Viz : 
Southerly  on  the  Land  of  Nehemiah 
Herrick  there  measuring  sixty-two 
rods  from  the  corner  leading  from 
Danvers  Road  to  a white  Oak  Tree 
near  the  wall  betwixt  said  Herricks 
Land  and  us  the  said  grantors,  then 
Northerly  from  said  white  Oak  tree 
to  a certain  Spring  enclosed  with 
a stone  wall  there  measuring  about 
twenty  rods  then  running  still  North- 
erly from  said  Spring  about  twenty 
rods  more  allong  side  with  said  Spring 
to  a certain  stone  bridge  across  the 
road  within  the  gate  leading  from 
Danvers  to  Middleton  and  from  said 
Bridge  on  the  road  as  it  runs  through 
the  said  gate  from  Middleton  to 
Topsfield  there  measuring  sixty-two 
rods  and  from  thence  within  the 
Stone  wall  leading  from  the  parting 
road  toward  said  Herrick’s  house  on 
the  corner  leading  from  said  Danvers 
road  first  mentioned,  there  measur- 
ing about  eighteen  rods  enclosing  in 
said  bounds  A certain  shaft  or  Mine 
Hole  which  is  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Towne’s  Copper  Mine, 
also  granting  unto  the  said  Edmund 
Quincy  Right  of  Ingress  Egress  and 
Regress  upon  the  land  and  premises 
and  his  workmen  and  Labourers, 
Pitts  & Shails,  to  sink  Lovells  and 
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Drift* ways  and  all  other  necessarys  In  the  Essex  Register,  Oct.  1*8,  j 
meet  for  working  the  Mines  within  1771 , is  this  item  : 
the  premises.  Engine  or  Engines,  “We  hear  from  Topsfield  that  the  \ 
Mill  or  Mills  or  any  other  Edefices  Copper  Mine,  sometime  since  opened  \ 
and  Erect  on  the  premisses  and  the  there  at  12  or  15  feet  depth,  affords  ] 
use  and  benefit  of  all  water  or  wat-  such  samples  of  tine  lively  ore,  ex-  1 
ercourses  for  the  working  said  Mines  tending  in  spattering  all  over  the  pit  ■ 
and  for  cleaning  the  ores  got  within  that  experienced  miners  have  de-  \ 
the  premises  and  farther  we  the  said  dared  the  appearance  preferable  to 
Benjamine  Towne  Jacob  Towne  and  any  yet  discovered  in  America.” 

Joseph  Towne  do  hereby  agree  with  In  Captain  Benjamin’s  will  there  j 
the  said  Edmund  Quincy  that  in  case  is  no  mention  of  the  Copper  Mine, 
he  should  discover  any  Veins  of  and  as  he  died  in  Feb.  1772,  the  I 
mines  or  mine  ores,  extending  be-  mine  could  have  been  worked  but  a j 
yond  the  afore  mentioned  premises  short  time. 

by  us  granted  into  any  Parcel  of  After  the  death  of  their  father,  I 
Land  to  us  belonging  at  this  date  Jacob  and  Joseph  owned  the  mine  j 
that  the  said  Edmund  Quincy  shall  lot  together  till  Joseph  died  in  1789, 
hold  and  enjoy  the  same  on  demand  when  his  share  fell  to  his  daughter 
provided  the  said  Demand  is  made  Lydia.  She  was  not  of  age  and  her  ; 
within  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  Uncle  Jacob  was  appointed  her  j 
discovery  of  such  vein  of  mine  ore  guardian.  It  is  said  that  he  gave  his  1 
and  paying  uuto  the  said  Bcnj.  Ja-  share  of  the  lot  to  her.  Of  this  gift  ' 
cob  <fc  Joseph  Towne,  one  full  six-  there  is  no  record,  but  in  18J9  Lydia  j 
teenth  part  of  all  such  mines,  mine  was  in  full  possession.  After  her  ; 
ores,  minerals  and  other  Hidden  death  it  passed  through  the  hands  of 
Treasures  of  the  Earth  that  shall  be  John  C.  Balch,  Lorenzo  P.  Towne 
found  and  dug  up  in  our  land  or  got  and  William  Rea  to  its  present  owner.  ■ 
up  by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever.  The  first  mention  of  the  upper 
Provided  Neverless  that  whereas  the  mine  iot  found  in  the  records  is  a I 
said  Edmund  Quincy  has  commenced  deed  given  bv  Samuel  Cummings  i 
to  work  on  the  premifes  at  the  date  dated  Feb.  7,  1772. 
of  these  presents  and  shall  cease  Samuel  Cummings  of  Topsfield 
working  on  the  same  by  the  space  of  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  ‘ 
Twenty-one  years  next  ensueiug  this  Bay  in  New  England,  yeoman,  and 
Instrument  at  the  expiration  of  said  by  the  consent  of  Eunice  my  wife,  in 
twenty-one  years  shall  be  null  and  consideration  of  the  sum  of  Fifty 

v°id*  t three  pounds,  six  shillings  and  eight 

Dated  June  1,  1*71,  signed  by  pence,  paid  me  by  Elijah  Porter  of 
Witnessed  by  Benjaim  Towne  Topsfield  yeomen,  do  sell  and  con- 

Birasley  Peabody  Jacob  Towne  vey  to  Elijah  Porter  a certain  lot  of 

Elijah  Porter  Joseph  Towne  land  situate  in  Topsfield  containing 

Mary  Towne  four  acres,  bounded,  beginning  at  a 
Elizabeth  Towne  corner  in  the  fence  by  the  highway 
Elizabeth  Towne  and  land  of  Joseph  and  Jacob  Towne 
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from  thence  South  easterly  by  land 
of  the  said  Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne 
to  land  of  Enos  Knight,  thence 
North  easterly  by  laud  of  the  said 
Enos  Knight  till  it  comes  within  two 
rods  of  a lott  of  laud  that  was  given 
Samuel  Cummings  by  his  father  Da- 
vid Cummings,  late  of  Topsfield, 
thence  running  North  westerly  within 
two  rods  of  the  fence  that  now 
stands  between  the  land  of  said  Sam- 
uel Cummings  and  land  of  Benjamin 
Bixby  till  it  come  to  said  highway, 
thence  South  westerly  by  said  high- 
way to  the  bounds  first  mentioned. 
This  land  was  undoubtedly  a part  of 
the  two  hundred  acre  Porter  grant. 

At  the  death  of  Elijah  Porter  the 
land  fell  to  the  his  son  Thomas  who 
sold  the  lot  to  Nehemiah  Herrick  for 
forty  pounds,  Nov.  3,  1784.  The 
Herrick  family  lived  here  until  1791 
when,  Sept.  24,  they  sold  their  farm 
to  Susannah  Hawthorn  of  Salem  for 
three  hundred  pounds.  It  is  said  by 
their  descendants  that  the  family 
moved  away  because  they  consider- 
ed the  vicinity  of  the  copper  mine 
unhealthy,  and  attributed  to  this 
source  a number  of  sudden  deaths 
that  had  occurred  in  the  family. 
Susaunah  Hawthorn  sold  to  Thomas 
Emerson  April  1,  1792  for  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pounds.  Mr.  Emer- 
\ sou  sold  to  Thomas  Tenney  of  Row- 
ley,  May  20,  1795,  for  four  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds.  Mr.  Tenny  was 
discontented  and  sold  to  Nathaniel 
Porter  of  Middleton  and  at  his  death 
it  was  bought  by  Ezra  Batchelder, 
I the  father  of  the  present  owner. 

The  following  is  the  only  oflicial 
document  relating  to  this  mine  on 
record. 

I Elijah  Porter  of  Topsfield  yeo- 


man In  consideration  of  Five  shil- 
lings Lawful  money  of  the  Province 
paid  me  by  William  Buntin  of 
Works  worth  in  Darbyshare  in 
Great  Britton,  Miner  and  for 
Divers  other  good  considerations 
from  the  said  William  Buntin  by 
me  received,  have  bargained  and 
sold  unto  the  sd  William  Buntin  one 
eighth  part  of  all  and  Singular 
mines,  mine  ore,  minerals  and  other 
Hidden  Treasures  of  the  Earth, 
lying  in  a certain  Lot  of  land  I 
bought  of  Samuel  Cummings  situated 
in  Topsfield,  the  bounds  being  the 
same  as  in  his  deed,  containing  Four 
acres.  Also  granting  unto  William 
Buntin  priviledge  of  Engress;  Egress 
and  Regress,  in  and  upon  the  sd 
Land,  and  to  his  workmen  and 
laborers,  pits  and  shafts,  to  sink 
Drift  ways,  to  Drive  make  and  bring 
up  and  all  other  Necessary  and 
Convients.  As  to  him  and  them 
shall  seem  meet,  for  Securing  and 
woiking  the  mines,  within  the 
premisses  above  granted.  Engine 
or  Engines,  mill  or  mills  or  any 
other  Edifice  to  build  and  erect  on 
the  premises  paying  unto  me  Elijah 
Porter  clear  of  all  charges  one  full 
sixteenth  part  of  all  such  mines, 
mine  ores,  minerals  and  other  Hid- 
den Treasures  of  the  Earth  as  shall 
be  found  and  dug  up  in  the  Lot  of 
Land  aforesaid,  or  got  up  by  any 
other  way  or  means  whatever,  and  I 
the  said  Elijah  Porter  do  bind  my- 
self my  heirs  etc.  that  I will  warrant 
and  defend  the  afore  granted  prem- 
isses against  the  lawful  claims  of  all 
Persons,  Excepting  against  the 
demands  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King  his  heirs  and  successors.  '!  liis 
is  dated  Topsfield  l>  March,  1772. 
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According  to  tradition  Buntin 
loaded  a vessel  with  the  ore  and 
went  with  it  to  England.  He  was 
taken  sick  and  died  either  before  or 
shortly  after  he  landed  and  no  one 
knows  what  became  of  the  ore.  The 
mine  was  abandoned  and  in  course 
of  time  nearly  forgotten.  One  of 
the  stories  current  in  the  neigh- 
borhood relates  that  a foreigner 
once  undertook  to  dig  gold  or  money 
there,  and  that  he  suddenly  disap- 
peared, and  was  supposed  to  have 
been  swallowed  up  in  the  earth. 
Thi3  was  believed  by  a few  timid 
and.  superstitious  ones  of  a later 
generation  ; some  even  had  a dread 
of  going  through  the  mine  lot  by 
night  as  it  was  reported  that  a grim, 
unearthly  looking  figure,  armed  with 
a huge  branch  of  a lightning  scathed 
oak,  had  been  seen  walking  guard  by 
the  forsaken  mine. 

It  is  also  related  that  one  of 
Buntin’s  descendants,  finding  the  old 
agreement  concerning  the  ore 
among  his  ancestor’s  papers,  and 
thinking  there  might  be  wealth  in 
store,  came  to  Massachusetts. 

He  visited  the  registry  of  deeds 
at  Salem  and  found  that  the  mine  at 
Topstield  was  the  one  mentioned  in 
the  contract.  It  is  thought  that 
the  young  Englishman  did  not  find 
the  prospect  promising  enough  to 
attempt  to  work  the  mine.  II is 
coming,  however,  aroused  old  memo- 
ries,and  was  probably  the  cause  of  the 
mine  being  reopened  in  1839.  One 
reason  for  belief  in  this  supposition 
is  that  Ralph  II.  French,  then 
registrar  of  deeds,  (who  must  have 
known  of  the  young  mau's  errand) 
was  one  of  the  company  formed. 

The  papers  of  the  time  say  that 


the  upper  mine  was  opened  first.  It 
was  found  to  be  a well  shaped  shaft 
just  through  the  surface  earth,  not 
penetrating  the  bed  rock.  At  the  bot- 
tom was  a chamber  of  considerable 
extent  in  which  were  found  some 
tools  and  the  remains  of  a keg  or  tub  1 
left  there  by  the  workmen  nearly 
seventy  years  before.  The  current  ' 
story  is  that  the  mine  had  caved  in  \ 
during  one  night,  in  ’72,  and  every-  j 
thing  had  remained  as  it  was  when  j 
the  workmen  left  work  at  night.  But 
the  mine  never  caved  in  and  probably 
the  only  reason  why  the  tools  had 
not  been  removed  was  the  accumu- 
lated debris  and  the  water  with  which 
the  mine  was  filled  except  in  very 
dry  seasons. 

The  upper  mine  not  yielding  very 
abundantly,  the  shaft  in  the  lower 
lot  was  opened  to  a depth  of  about 
one  hundred  feet.  In  this  shaft  also 
the  water  was  very  troublesome,  and 
an  attempt  wras  made  to  drain  it  by 
running  a tunnel  to  the  low  ground 
near  by,  but  this  proved  impossible 
and  the  mine  was  abandoned  a third 
time,  a case  where  the  old  saying  ‘*A 
third  time  never  fails,”  proved  false.  ] 

The  company  had  Dr.  Jackson  of 
Boston  down  to  test  the  ore  but  his 
verdict  was  unfavorable.  There  is  a 
tradition  that  only  enough  copper  j 
was  removed  to  make  a head  to  a 
cane  for  one  of  the  directors.  Prof,  i 
John  Sears  of  the  Peabody  Academy 
of  Science  has  kindly  allowed  me  to 
insert  the  following  list  of  “minerals, 
mine  ores,  and  other  hidden  treas- 
ures of  the  earth”  found  at  the  old 
mine : 

Carbonate  of  Copper,  Malachite,  in 
part ; Chalcopyrite,  Copper  Pyritc, 
Iron  Pvrite,  Magnitite,  Limouite, 


. 
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Dyke  of  Melephyre ; the  stratified 
; beds  of  Slate  Limestone  and  Quart- 
zite that  the  Melephyre  Dyke  cut,  are 
of  lower  carboniferous  age. 

The  official  evidence  in  regard  to 
; this  period  of  activity  is  very  mea- 
gre, only  two  papers  having  been 
found,  (both  unrecorded)  but  they 
establish  the  identity  of  this  mine 
with  that  of  seventy-one  and  also 
show  who  the  official  agents  of  the 
company  were. 

Only  one  requires  to  be  copied 
here  which  is  as  follows:  “A  copy 
of  a paper  concerning  the  Mine 
signed  by  David  Towne  and  others.” 

The  first  part  of  this  paper  is  a 
copy  of  the  deed  given  by  Captain 
Benjamin  and  his  sons.  Then  fol- 
lows : “We  the  subscribers  now 
owning  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
first  mentioned  piece  so  sold  by  said 
Benjamin,  Jacob  and  Joseph  to 

I 


said  Quincy,  do  hereby  sell  and 
convey  to  Ralph  H.  French  and 
David  Pulsifer  3d,  both  of  Salem  in 
said  county  of  Essex,  the  right  and 
privilege  of  extending  diggings  and 
searchings,  etc.,  into  our  land  ad- 
joining said  piece  as  aforesaid  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
are  set  forth  in  said  deed,  from  said 
Benjamin  Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne 
to  said  Quincy. 

Dated — 1838  Signed 

Elizabeth  Towne 
Moses  Pettingill 
Nathaniel  Porter 
David  Towne 

The  missing  link  in  this  sketch  is 
the  paper  that  proves  the  mine  sold 
by  Capt.  Benjamin  Towne  was  the 
one  opened  and  abandoned  by  Gov. 
Endicott.  This  link  we  are  quite 
sure  time  and  patience  will  finally 
unearth. 
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FUNERAL  ELEGY, 

The  following  funeral  elegy  was  written  by  Rev.  Joseph  Capen  who  was 
settled  over  the  church  in  Topsfield  on  June  11,  1684. 

It  was  printed  and  also  circulated  in  manuscript  form.  The  following 
reprint  is  made  from  an  original  copy  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thompson 
Baxter  of  South  Boston,  whose  grandmother  was  a Foster. 


A Funeral  Elegy 

Upon  the  much  to  be  Lamented  Death  and  most 
Deplorable  Expiration  of  the  Pious,  Learned,  Ingenious, 
and  Eminently  Usefull  Servant  of  God 
Mr  John  Foster 

Who  Expired  and  Breathed  out  his  Soul  quietly 
into  the  arms  of  his  Blessed  REDEEMER 
at  Dorchester,  Sept.  9th  Anno  Dom.  1681 

iEtatis  Anno  33 

Here  lye  the  relict  Fragments,  which  were  Took 
Out  of  Consumtion’s  teeth,  by  Death  the  Cook 
Voracious  Apetite  dost  thus  devour 
Scarce  ought  hast  left  for  worms  t’  live  on  an  Hour 
But  Skin  & Bones  no  bones  thou  mak’st  of  that 
It  is  thy  common  trade  t’  eat  all  the  fat. 

Here  lyes  that  earthly  House,  where  once  did  dwell 
That  Soul  that  Scarce  [ha]th  left  its  Parallel 
For  Sollid  Judgment  Piety  & Parts 
And  peerless  skill  in  all  the  practick  Arts 
Which  as  the  glittering  Spheres,  it  passed  by 
Methinks,  I Saw  it  Glance  at  Mercury  ; 

Ascended  now : ’bov  Time  & Tides  ’t  ’bides, 

Which  Sometimes  told  the  world,  of  Times  & Tides. 
Next  to  th’  Third  Heavens  the  Stars  were  his  delight, 
Where’s  Contemplation  dwelt  both  day  & night, 
Soaring  unceartaiuly  but  now  at  Slioar, 

Whether  Sol  moves  or  Stands  He  doubts  no  more. 

He  that  despis’d  the  things  the  world  admired. 

As  having  Skill  in  rarer  things  acquired, 

The  hcav'ns  Interpreter  doth  disappear  ; 
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The  Starre’s  translated  to  his  proper  Sphere. 

What  e’re  the  world  may  think  did  Cause  his  death 
Consumption  *twas  not  Cupid,  Stopt  his  breath. 

The  Heav’ns  which  God’s  glory  doe  discover, 

Have  lost  their  constant  Friend  & instant  Lover 
Like  Atlas,  he  help’t  bear  up  that  rare  Art 
Astronomy  ; & always  took  his  part : 

Most  happy  Soul  who  didst  not  there  Sit  down 
But  didst  make  after  an  eternal  Crown 
Sage  Archimede  ! Second  Bezaleell 
Oh  how  didst  thou  in  Curious  works  excell ! 

Thine  Art  & Skill  deserve  to  See  the  Press, 

And  be  Composed  in  a Printers  dress. 

Thy  Name  is  worthy  for  to  be  enroll’d 
In  Printed  Letters  of  the  choicest  Gold 
Thy  Death  to  five  foretold  Eclipses  Sad, 

A great  one,  unforetold  doth  Superad, 

Successive  to  that  Strange  -Ethereal  Blaze, 
Whereon  thou  didst  so  oft  astonish’d,  gaze  ; 

Which  daily  gives  the  world  such  fatal  blows  : 

Still  whats  to  come  we  dread  ; God  only  knows. 
Thy  Body  which  no  aetiveness  did  lack 
Now’s  laid  aside  like  an  old  Almanack 
But  for  the  present  only’s  out  of  date  ; 

Twil  have  at  length  a far  more  active  state. 

Yea,  though  with  dust  thy  body  Soiled  be, 

Yet  at  the  Resurrection  we  Shall  See 
A fair  Edition  & of  matchless  worth, 

Free  from  Errata,  new  in  Ileav’n  set  forth : 

Tis  but  a word  from  God  the  great  Creatour, 

It  Shall  be  Done  when  he  saitli  IMPRIMATUR. 

Semoestus  cecinit 

Joseph  Capen. 


■ 


The  Cradle  of  the  .Averill  Family. 

By  S.  Gertrude  Bradstreet.  2 


As  we  stand  here  today  and  glance 
over  the  deserted  prospect,  over 
pasture  and  woodland,  imagination 
is  hardly  strong  enough  to  picture 
this  locality  as  the  one-time  centre 
of  a thriving,  prosperous  community  ; 
and  were  it  not  for  the  unmistakable 
evidences  of  habitation  which  con- 
front us,  we  could  easily  believe  that 
the  spot  still  keeps  its  “forest  prim- 
eval”, a place  sacred  to  nature  and 
to  God.  ‘‘The  murmuring  pines 
and  hemlocks”  still  crown  the  hills, 
where  the  woodman’s  axe,  now  a 
frequent  sound,  might  for  the  first 
time  fell  the  giants  of  the  forest  to 
the  ground.  But  a little  research 
proves  that  this  seeming  primitiveness 
is  false,  and  that  at  a comparatively 
short  period  ago  the  same  sun  which 
shines  above  us  today  o’erlooked  a 
very  different  scene.  Here,  by  com- 
mon consent,  we  must  agree  that  the 
first  dwellers  of  our  village  made 
their  early  abode.  This  evidently 
was  the  centre  of  the  settlement,  for 
here  lived  and  worked  those  who 
plied  the  trades  of  carpenter  and 
wheelwright,  those  men  who  were 
conspicuous  in  town  affairs,  and 
those  whose  broader  education  plac- 
ed them  in  a slightly  higher  rank 
than  the  others,  giving  to  the  locality 
the  name  of  “The  Colleges”,  a title 
which  has  descended  through  the 
years  to  our  own  time.  I remember 
that  in  my  childhood  days  I gave  it 
its  literal  interpretation,  and  gazed 
with  awe  and  wonder  into  the  partic- 
ular cellar  which  I had  selected  as 


the  foundation  of  the  college,  a cel-  : 
lar  whose  firm,  strong  wall  marked  l 
the  location  of  no  unpretentious  \ 
dwelling  place.  A short  distance 
from  here,  near  the  highway  over  i 
which  we  have  just  come,  may  be  \ 
seen  a cellar  which  marks  the  site  of  . 
the  home  of  William  Averill,  a car-  j 
penter  by  trade,  the  first  of  the  name  j 
to  come  to  Topsfield.  Here  he  I 
dwelt  with  his  wife  and  eleven  ckil-  j 
dren,  whose  names  I find  to  be  \ 
William,  John,  Nathaniel,  Job,  j 
Ebenezer,  Thomas,  Paul,  Isaack,  I 
Hannah,  Abigail  and  Mary,  nearly  j 
all  of  whom  are  represented  in  our  i 
town  today  by  their  descendants.  : 

I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
when  said  William  first  came  to  • 
Topsfield  but  think  it  must  have  I 
been  in  the  vicinity  of  1GG2,  for  from  ; 
that  time  until  1GS9  lie  was  promi-  ; 
nent  in  town  affairs  and  held  many  : 
town  offices.  I also  find  the  names  j 
of  his  sons  John,  Nathaniel,  Job  and  j 
Ebenezer  in  the  early  records  of  our  j 
town  from  1G92  to  1727,  having  filled  ! 
the  offices  of  selectman,  constable,  j 
surveyor,  fence  viewer,  juryman  and  ' 
tithingman  and  also  that  of  school  • 
master. 

In  March  ye  1st,  1714,  the  select- 
men agreed  with  William  Averill 
jun.,  ‘‘to  sweep  ye  meeting  house  and 
to  be  paid  18  shillings  a }’ear  for  his 
pains,”  and  he  was  to  have  the  meet- 
ing house  key  delivered  to  him. 
They  also  granted  unto  said  William 
“half  an  acre  of  land  somewhere 
where  ye  committee  shall  be  ordered 
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to  lay  it  out  for  him  ye  s’d  Averiil 
during  his  and  his  wife’s  life  time, 
and  s’d  Wm  Averiil  is  hereby  obliged 
to  sweep  ye  meeting  house  and  dig 
graves  and  to  be  paid  for  his  work.” 
More  than  200  years  ago  this  land, 
a part  of  the  original  grant  of  Simon 
Bradstreet.  was  deeded  by  him  to 
John  and  Nathaniel  Averiil,  sons  of 
William  Averiil.  This  deed  given 
by  Simon  Bradstreet  of  Boston  to 
John  Averiil,  planter,  and  Nathauiel 
Averiil  carpenter,  both  of  Topsfield, 
was  dated  Feb.  1st,  1692,  “for  and 
in  consideration  of  2o0  lbs.  current 
money  of  New  England  conveyed  to 
them  200  acres  of  land  situate  in  the 
Township  of  s’d  Topsfield  in  the 
present  tenure  and  occupation  of 
John  Hawkins  being  betwixt  two 
brooks  there,  the  one  commonly 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Howlets  Brook,  and  the  other  Mile 
Brook  ; also,  on  lot  of  out-land  lying 
in  the  2nd  division  lots  on  the  south 
side  of  Ipswich  river  as  laid  out  by 
the  iot  layers  of  s’d  Town.  The  1st 
Lot  was  in  two  parcels  bounded  as 
follows  : — One  part  by  the  lands  of 
Wm  Ilowlet  on  the  north  and  north- 
east, by  the  lands  of  Tobiah  Perkins, 
Daniel  Borman  and  John  French  on 
the  north-west,  by  Mile  Brook  on  the 
south  and  south-west,  by  the  Iiassa- 
kie  meadow,  so  called,  and  the  mead- 
ow of  Wm  Ilowlet  on  the  south  aud 
south-east.  The  other  part  or  parcel 
was  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  of 
Wni  Ilowlet  and  the  Ilassakie  mead- 
ow, so  cajlcd,  ou  the  west.  Mile 
Brook  on  the  south,  till  it  comes  to 
Ipswich  River,  aud  hath  s’d  river  ou 
the  east.  The  Lot  south  of  the  river 
" as  bounded  by  the  Lot  of  Daniel 
Llark  on  the  one  side  and  the  Lot 


of  Jacob  Towne  on  the  other. 

These,  together  with  all  houses, 
outhousing,  edifices,  buildings,  fences, 
orchard,  fruit  trees,  lumber,  under- 
wood and  stones,  lying,  standing  or 
growing  upon  s’d  lands  or  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  commonages,  herb- 
age, feedings,  profits,  privileges, 
hereditments  and  appurtances,  what- 
soever thereto  belonging.” 

This  would  indicate  that  there 
must  have  been  a settlement  here 
previous  even  to  its  possession  and 
occupation  by  the  Averills.  Dwelling 
places,  public  buildings  and  farms  of 
early  pioneers  may  have  formed  a 
colony,  whose  origin  and  existence 
are  alike  forgotten, — hidden  by  the 
misty  curtain  of  the  past.  If  we 
could  but  push  it  aside  aud  but  for  a 
brief  space  look  back  upon  the  real- 
ities of  those  distaut  years,  verifying 
what  must  now  remain  a mere  suppo- 
sition. The  original  deed  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  one  of  the  present 
owners.  More  than  140  acres  of  the 
land  given  by  the  deed  are  still  held 
by  the  Averills,  a large  part  never 
having  been  out  of  the  name. 

There  are  in  this  vicinity  several 
cellars  which  mark  the  location  of 
the  homes  of  different  members  of 
the  Averiil  family.  Like  nearly  all 
old  houses  these  were  built  to  face 
the  south.  A lovelier  spot  than  the 
one  around  us  would  be  hard  to  im- 
agine, aud  could  we  revive  the  image 
of  those  early  homes  surrounded  by 
the  verdant  foliage  of  more  than  200 
years  ago,  we  would  certainly  agree 
that  those  early  settlers  chose  their 
homes  with  regard  to  beauty  as  well 
as  comfort. 

Of  the  early  occupants  1 have  been 
able  to  trace  hut  little  and  that  von 
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imperfectly.  The  first  cellar  we 
shall  come  to  after  leaving  the  high- 
way, the  house  of  which  was  stand- 
ing until  a very  recent  date,  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  Joseph  and 
Luke  Averill,  brothers  and  sons  of 
Isaac  Averill.  Afterwards  the  part 
owned  by  Joseph  or  “neighbor  Joe,” 
as  be  was  familiarly  known,  was  pur- 
chased by  John  Blaisdell,  whose 
mother  was  an  Averill,  and  that 
owned  by  Luke  became  the  property 
of  his  son.  This  house  was  the 
second  one  built  on  the  same  cellar 
and  was  burned  to  the  ground  in  the 
spring  of  1890.  The  cellar  located 
near  by,  in  the  locusts,  is  the  best 
preserved  of  any  and  is  known  as  the 
Daniel  Averill  place  and  here  in 
17G9  was  born  Solomon  Averill,  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  owner. 
He  afterwards  lived  in  the  house 
which  was  situated  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill  near  the  gateway.  Here 
was  also  the  workshop  of  the  cabinet 
makers.  Several  articles  of  furni- 
ture manufactured  by  them,  including 
a desk,  light-stand  bureau,  and  some 
chairs,  are  today  in  the  possession  of 
some  of  their  descendants,  also  a part 
of  a violin  made  here  and  used  in  the 
old  meeting  house.  This  industry 
must  have  been  quite  extensive,  as  I 
have  been  informed  that  more  than 
thirty  apprentices  were  employed 
here  at  one  Jtime.  Opposite  this  was 
the  house  of  Jacob  Averill,  who 
descended  from  Nathaniel  1st,  and 
nearby  is  the  ancient  well,  which 
appears  to  be  in  a good  state  of  pres- 
ervation. This  house  was  taken 
down  and  moved  to  the  village, 
where  it  now  forms  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Herrick  on  High  street.  Farther  on, 
near  the  brook,  we  come  to  auother 


cellar.  This  is  called  the  Nathaniel 
Averill  place  and  is  also  the  location 
of  the  wheelwright  shop.  One  of  the 
first  pair  of  wheels  built  there  came 
into  ’my  grandfather’s  possession, 
having  been  built  for  chaise  wheels, 
afterwards  used  by  my  father  for 
cart  wheels.  We  find  the  next  occu- 
pant of  this  house  to  be  Moses  Av- 
erill, son  of  Nathaniel,  and  later  it 
was  occupied  by  Mehitabie  Averill, 
the  wife  of  Silas  Beckford  and 
daughter  of  Daniel  Averill.  She  mov- 
ed from  there  to  the  little  cottage  by 
the  mill.  It  seems  strange  that  no 
other  names  are  given  but  it  must 
have  been  a colony  of  Averills,  and 
among  them  were  men  useful'in  church 
and  active  in  town  affairs,  school 
teachers,  a civil  engineer,  and  we 
have  also  heard  of  one  skilled  in  verse- 
making  and  fortune-telling.  Indeed 
in  examining  the  wills  of  some  of 
the  Averill  forefathers  one  learns 
that  they  were  persons  likely  to  hold 
and  fill  important  places,  men  of  no 
common  rank  and  worth. 

A little  farther  on  we  come  to  Mile 
Brook,  the  boundary  line  of  the  Av- 
erill tract  and  upon  this  brook  was 
built  the  saw  mill.  The  actual  date 
of  its  erection  I have  been  unable  to 
determine,  but  think  it  must  have 
been  soon  after  the  land  came  into 
possession  of  John  and  Nathaniel 
Averill.  The  first  authentic  mention 
of  it  I find  in  the  will  of  Nathaniel 
Averill  who  bequeathed  his  “half  of 
ye  saw  mill”  to  his  three  sons,  Nath- 
aniel, Jacob  and  Jeremiah.  It  was 
afterwards  owued  by  Jacob,  then  by 
his  sou  Moses,  who  rebuilt  and 
worked  it.  Later  it  became  the 
property  of  Daniel,  who  sold  it  in 
18J5  to  Porter  Bradstreet.  This  is 
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the  first  time  it  passed  out  of  the 
Averill  name.  It  was  worked  by 
him  until  his  death,  1849,  and  then 
became  the  property  of  Nehemiah 
Perkins,  who  repaired  it  and  added 
a new  wheel.  In  the  settlement  of 
his  estate  it  became  the  property  of 
his  son,  the  late  Austin  Perkins,  who 
ran  it  for  many  years.  On  the  night 
of  Feb.  22,  1891  it  was  burned, 
perhaps  by  the  same  hand  which  a 
few  months  later  burned  the  Blais- 
dell  house,  so  called,  to  the  ground. 
The  saw  which  was  in  the  mill  at  the 
time  it  was  burned  was  one  which 
had  lain  in  the  attic  of  the  house  of 
the  late  Benj.  Towne  45  years  and 
was  taken  from  the  Peabody  mill  in 
1842.  It  still  exists  and  is  of  inter- 
est because  of  its  connection  with 
both  mills. 

The  old  house,  whose  ruins  may  be 
seen  near  the  mill,  was  one  which 
was  brought  from  the  west  part  of 
the  town  by  kind  hearted  neighbors 
and  placed  upon  a small  plot  of  land 
staked  out  from  the  neighboring  pas- 
ture, and  here  lived  Mehitable  Aver- 
ill-Beckford  and  later  her  son  Samuel, 
his  wife,  who  was  also  an  Averill, 
and  their  two  children.  Many  of 
my  listeners  are  familiar  with  the 
lives  and  characteristics  of  these 
later  occupants  and  together  with 


the  cottage,  the  mill  and  its  surround- 
ings will  ever  form  one  of  the  bright- 
est, dearest  pictures  on  “memories’ 
wall.”  Those  who  never  frequented 
the  place  cannot  appreciate  the  quaint 
charms  it  holds  for  us,  who  have  sat 
in  the  little  house  listening  to  the 
good  woman’s  stories  of  other  days, 
and  w’hen  the  infirmities  of  age  ap- 
proached, heard  her  complaints  and 
sought  to  administer  relief  or  stood 
under  the  fragrant  lilacs  while  she 
called  the  birds  to  feed  near  her, 
walked  through  the  tiny  garden  and 
inhaled  the  sweet  scent  of  spicy 
pinks,  the  balm  and  thyme,  and  the 
rich,  old  damask  roses,  heavy  with 
sweetness  and  then  crossing  the  mill 
yard  and  on  under  the  willows  to  the 
waste  way,  where,  if  the  water  was 
high,  we  had  a view  of  a miniature 
cataract.  4Fe  can  not  help  a feeling 
of  loneliness  and  regret  as  we  pass 
through  these  familiar  ways.  May 
we  hope  and  trust  that  their  memory 
at  least  will  survive  in  the  minds  of 
our  townspeople,  and  that  some  fu- 
ture historian  will  be  able  to  give  a 
complete  and  more  perfect  account 
than  I have  been  able  to  do. 

[A  paper  read  before  the  Topsfield  His- 
torical Society  at  a field  meeting  held 
Jaoe  18,  189G.— Ed.] 
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diaries*  H.  Holmes, 

LAWYER  AND  POET. 

By  Fkanllin  Balch. 


Intention  is  not  an  attribute  of 
reputation.  Our  life  is  what  we  make 
it.  Reputation  is  what  people  think 
of  us,  and  the  biography  of  a person 
is  in  absolute  control  of  the  author, 
who  adapts  his  work  to  the  reader 
who  will  pay  the  highest  price. 

The  exception  to  this  rule  may  be 
found  in  the  author  whose  object  is 
for  the  higher  consideration — to  per- 
petuate to  the  memory  whatever 
there  is  of  value  and  interest  in  our 
local  history  of  by-gone-days. 

Four  score  and  six  years  ago 
next  Dec.  1st,  1806,  there  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Alfred,  York  Co., 
Maine,  the  second  son  of  Mr.  John 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Brooks)  Holmes. 

John  Holmes  was  born  in  Kings- 
ton, Plymouth  Co.,  Mass.,  March  28, 
1773,  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University,  1706,  admitted  to  the  bar 
1799,  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Mass,  legislature  and  U.  S.  Senate. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  active  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  and  chairman 
of  the  committee  that  framed  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state  of  Maine,  and 
for  many  years  was  a trustee  of 
Bowdoin  College.  He  died  in  Port- 
land in  1843,  July  7th. 

After  graduating  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity John  Holmes,  influenced  by 
the  apparent  advantage  of  practicing 
law  among  the  advance  guard  of  civ- 
ilization, left  his  home  in  south  east- 
ern Massachusetts,  and  opened  a law 
olliee  at  Alfred,  Maine. 

Immense  ascendency  and  unbound- 


ed activity  won  for  himself  universal  j 
esteem  and  in  1820  when  this  part  of  j 
Massachusetts  had  come  to  be  the  1 
state  of  Maine,  Mr.  John  Holmes  • 
was  called  upon  to  represent  his  state 
in  the  U,  8.  Senate,  where  he  was  1 
kuown  as  the  first  Maine  Senator. 

By  this  title  he  is  best  known  to  this  j 
daj7.  His  profound  views  as  a states- 
man, and  the  commanding  qualities  1 
of  an  orator,  secured  for  him  in  Con-  * 
gress  the  attention  and  esteem  of  such  ] 
men  as  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Henry 
Clay  and  Levi  Woodbury. 

The  year  1825  found  his  son, 
Charles  Henry  Holmes,  entering  ! 
Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Maine,  j 
Two  years  later  he  came  into  Massa- 
chusetts to  complete  his  collegiate  ed- 
ucation, and  entering  Brown  Univer- 
sity, Providence,  was  graduated  Sept,  i 
2nd,  1829,  among  the  first  in  rank  in  j 
his  class.  < 

We  are  told  that  while  in  college 
he  manifested  those  characteristics  j 
resulting  from  more  than  ordinary  | 
power  of  application,  and  while  bin-  1 
dered  b}7  the  intervention  of  romantic  ! 
and  poetic  nature,  he  possessed  such  j 
powers  of  intellectual  acquisition  as  ! 
are  seldom  observed.  II is  standard  j 
at  Brown  for  his  first  term  was,  “at- 
tendance 100,  conduct  100,  scholar- 
ship excellent.”  His  expenses  were 
“steward’s  bill  81.68  per  week,  dam- 
age, breaking  a pane  of  glass,  25 
ceuts.”  This  report  proves  him  to 
be  an  accomplished  classical  scholar, 
aided  by  that  decision  of  conduct  and 
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uprightness  of  character  that  always 
secures  success. 

To  these  transports  of  fame  there 
succeeded  that  phrensy  so  fatal  to 
those  whom  nature  has  allowed  to  be 
the  children  of  great  men.  His  sin- 
cere intentions  and  aspirations  were 
diverted  by  returning  to  the  shadow 
of  his  own  fig-tree,  and  opening  a law 
office  in  Cornishville,  Maine.  Here 
he  practiced  a few  years  and  then 
came  again  into  Massachusetts.  He 
was  welcomed  by  Miss  Harriet  J. 
Emerson,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
a few  days.  To  the  more  sedate  per- 
son it  may  seem  that  he  overstepped 
the  bounds  of  prudence  in  so  hastily 
concluding  a matter  of  so  vast  im- 
portance. 

It  appears  that  there  lived  in  Al- 
fred, a person  by  the  name  of  Joseph 
Emerson.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  Hon.  John  Holmes,  and  watched 
with  more  than  a friendly  interest  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  young 
Charles. 

There  was  born  inTopsfield,  Mass., 
3 years  after  the  birth  of  our  subject, 
a daughter  to  Mr.  Joseph  and  Lydia 
(Burrell)  Emerson,  who  was  named 
Harriet  Josephene  Emerson.  Being 
the  only  child  of  a well-to-do  man, 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  all 
the  opportunities  of  classical  instruc- 
tion that  w ere  available  in  those  days, 
when  it  was  thought  not  entirely 
proper  for  a k'dv  to  attain  an  ad- 
vanced classical  education. 

We  are  told  that  a higher  educa- 
tion is  useful  only  to  the  few,  and 
general  ignorance  is  neither  the  great- 
est evil  nor  the  least  to  be  desired  ; a 
mass  of  ill  digested  information  is 
much  more  dangerous,  and  the  in- 
crease of  knowledge  is  but  an  addi- 


tion to  the  lever  by  which  vice  dis- 
solves the  fabric  of  society.  Not  so 
with  Miss  Emerson.  With  the  ad- 
vance of  her  education  she  rose  to 
that  standard  of  attainment  which  if 
unjustly  used,  to  quote  her  own  words, 
“leads  one  to  search  into  the  hidden 
secrets  of  nature  to  obtain  a knowl- 
edge, alike  useless  and  forbidden, 
that  destroyed  the  harmony  in  Eden, 
and  condemned  all  unborn  genera- 
tions to  the  just  but  most  irksome 
penalt}T  of  disobedience.” 

Public  opinion  considered  Miss 
Emerson  the  most  talented  woman  of 
the  19th  century  in  this  vicinity,  and 
was  it  not  natural  that  as  she  had  a 
cousin,  Mr.  Joseph  Emerson,  living  in 
Alfred,  an  intimate  friend  of  Hon. 
John  Holmes,  that  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  “young  Charles,” 
should  be  watched  with  more  than  a 
friendly  interest?  This  interest  was 
communicated  to  Charles  and  Harriet, 
so  that  before  they  had  seen  each 
other  the)T  virtually  became  engaged. 

There  was  married  at  Topsfield, 
Mass.,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1836. 
C.  H.  Holmes  of  Cornishville,  Maine, 
to  Harriet  J.  Emerson  of  Topsfield. 
This  is  the  substance  of  the  record. 

This  equal  and  loving  alliance 
which  novv-a-days  often  precedes, and 
is  concluded  with  the  marriage  cere- 
mony, seemed  to  invest  her  powerful 
lord  with  the  authority  of  a parent 
over  a submissive  pupil.  The  writer 
remembers  the  “Squire”  in  the  last 
of  his  life,  six  feet  six  inches  tall,  as 
he  entered  church  on  Sunday  passing 
up  the  aisle  to  the  wing  pew  nearest 
the  pulpit,  and  it  was  with  a boyish 
interest  and  anxiety  that  1 sought 
the  end  of  my  father’s  pew  and  awail- 
the  appearance  of  that  “wonderful 
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tall  man.” 

After  marriage,  Mr.  Holmes  made 
his  home  in  Tops  field,  where  he  re- 
mained for  the  last  50  years  of  his 
life.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Holmes 
died  in  1826  and  left  his  house  and 
part  of  his  property  to  his  wife  and 
daughter,  and  at  this  house  Mr. 
Holmes  first  and  last  resided. 

As  the  experience  of  past  faults  is 
seldom  imparted  to  those  who  are 
allured  into  the  same  career  of  folly, 
so  Mr.  Holmes  venture  to  her  home, 
“with  none  of  the  a-la-mocle , show- 
off,  scholastic,  superfluous  manner; 
but  as  a thorough,  practical  well  doer, 
matter-of-fact-man,  maintaining  his 
character  and  position  without  tear.” 

While  Mrs.  Emerson  lived  she  aid- 
ed in  every  way  to  maintain  union 
and  affection  in  the  family.  In  this 
she  succeeded,  but  was  nevertheless 
his  mother-in-law. 

Mr.  Holmes  at  once  assumed  con- 
trol of  his  wife’s  property,  she  giv- 
ing him  a promissory  title  to  her 
share  in  case  of  her  death,  and  began 
farming  in  a theoretical  sort  of  way. 
He  also  received  a lawyer’s  license 
to  practice  law,  but  most  of  all  he 
practised  the  virtues  of  domestic  life, 
and  to  the  last  may  be  attributed  the 
remarkable  alteration  of  his  charac- 
ter and  conduct.  It  is  said  that  the 
different  characters  that  mark  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  globe  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  use  and  abuse  of  rea- 
son ; but  we  chink  that  his  effeminate 
luxury,  which  almost  tended  to  in- 
dolence, was  due  to  the  relaxation  of 
discipline  and  was  only  the  ardent 
and  passionate  disposition  manifested 
in  college,  now  bursting  forth  un- 
hindered by  auy  high  ambition,  lint 
we  may  suppose  that  he  produced  a 


favorable  impression  among  his  - 
town’s  people  by  his  election  to  the  : 
General  Court  as  their  representative  l 
in  1837,  the  following  year  after 
coming  into  town.  At  this  session  he  j 
was  placed  on  one  of  the  standing  j 
committees. 

Anything  attendant  to  a person  of  \ 
prominence  in  starting  on  his  career 
is  of  interest,  and  here  it  is  not  amiss  j 
to  refer  to  a letter  written  by  his  1 
father  to  Charles,  upon  the  advent  of  : 
his  first  election  to  public  office.  This  ; 
letter  is  also  of  value  as  showing  the  I 
feelings  and  inspirations  of  one  < 
of  the  most  prominent  of  men  in  j 
New  England. 

Thomaston,  Me. 

2nd  Nov.  1837. 

I have  received  dear  Charles  your 
letter  announcing  your  election  to  the 
legislature  of  Mass,  with  much  pleas- 
ure, but  with  some  solicitude.  It  is 
naturally  flattering  & no  doubt  grat- 
ifying to  you  that  stranger  almost  as  . 
you  are.  you  should  have  been  elect- 
ed, & by  the  influence  of  age  and 
experience,  on  the  other  hand  you 
are,  probably  without  intending  it, 
embarked  on  the  tempestuous  ocean  : 
of  politics  for  a long  service.  For 
young  as  you  are  and  ardent  more-  j 
over  it  will  be  a hard  struggle  to  re- 
turn. The  first  year  will  be  tedious 
and  you  will  resolve  that  it  shall  be 
the  last.  The  election  comes  round, 
and  the  partiality  of  vour  friends  and 
all  the  assaults  of  your  enemies  & 
your  prospects  of  promotion  influenc- 
ing a little  perhaps  will  combine  to 
induce  you  to  stand  for  reelection. 
Before  this  term  shall  expire  you  will 
have  formed  friendships,  contracted 
aliances,  and  become  enlisted  in 
measures  and  schemes  from  which  it 
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will  be  extremely  difficult  to  be  dis- 
engaged, you  wish  to  be  returned  for 
your  own  sake.  By  some  of  those 
casualities  to  which  public  life  is  ex- 
posed, your  own  imprudence,  treacher- 
ous friends  open  enemies,  any  or  all 
may  defeat  or  postpone  you.  By 
this  time  your  feelings  of  ambition 
and  revenge  will  be  roused.  You 
will  go  back  into  the  ranks  to  strive 
for  promotion  again. 

If  defeated  again,  you  will  more 
than  ever  press  on.  You  may  suc- 
ceed and  continue  to  mount  and  soar 
until  you  will  have  destinguished 
yourself  in  the  great  council  of  the 
nation.  There  you  will  meet  with 
more  resistance,  as  your  station  will 
be  worth  competition.  Suppose  you 
defeat  them  all  still  how  much  sacri- 
fice of  true  wealth,  principle,  peace  & 
domestic  indearment  must  have  been 
sacrificed. 

All  this  you  will  now  say  is  crying 
“sour  grapes  !”  Be  it  so  ! — And  al- 
though I think  my  grapes  have  not 
been  very  sour  still  I am  willing  you 
should  consider  these  remarks  as  the 
result  of  at  least  superannuated  pru- 
dance,  so  no  more  of  this,  and  if  tak- 
ing the  case  as  it  is  allow  me  to  sug- 
gest some  few  monitions  which  may 
serve  you  in  your  new  career.  Your 
talents  will  not  be  hid.  Your  rela- 
tionship to  one  who  has  been  so  long 
and  so  much  the  object  of  public  ob- 
servation and  animadversion,  will 
point  you  out  as  an  object  of  curios- 
ity & criticism. 

As  theiv.  is  a propensity  among 
men  and  associate  bodies  of  men,  to 
measure  in  some  sense  the  one  by  the 
other,  more  may  be  expected  from 
>ou  than  from  other  new  members, 
i'°me  too  may  suppose  that  your  op- 


portunities for  political  information 
have  been  greater  than  other  young 
men.  Now  all  this  consideration 
may  raise  expectation  which  may  not 
be  realized. 

A little  caution  at  first  will  there- 
fore be  indespensible  to  prevent  dis- 
apointment.  Be  slow  then  in  coming 
out,  otherwise  you  might  speak  your- 
self out  before  you  get  in.  Never 
speak  on  any  subject  till  you  are 
fully  prepared.  Prepared  or  not 
don’t  speak  often — never  begin  to 
speak  till  you  have  something  to  say 
and  always  leave  off  when  you  are 
done. 

Never  speak  or  think  meanly  of 
your  adversary.  A good  natured  hit 
may  do  very  well  but  a well  timed 
compliment  much  better.  While  you 
should  never  surrender  principle  you 
should  never  triumph  over  a fallen 
adversary. 

Study  well,  and  methodically. 
Your  chief  fault  is  a desultory  mode, 
here  a little  and  there  a little  without 
a certain  perspicuous  method,  and 
when  once  established  it  will  be  of 
incalculable  advantage.  If  defeated 
and  mortified  never  pine  nor  be  dis- 
couraged. 

I have  known  the  first  essay  of  a 
young  man  to  be  an  entire  failure  & 
yet  there  was  remaining  a recupera- 
tive energy  which  overcame  and 
triumphed  at  last. 

In  all  cases  be  honest  in  your 
opinion,  especially  appear  to  be  so. 
If  you  seem  to  lack  confidence  in 
your  cause  you  will  surely  fail  to 
convince. 

I am  truly  yours. 

J.  Holmes. 

One  session  of  legislative  life  end- 
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ed  Mr.  Holmes’  political  career  and 
in  the  spring  of  1838  he  returned  to 
private  life  and  began  to  till  his 
farm,  and  settle  estates  or  any  other 
business  of  a lawyer.  But  the  ab- 
sence of  a large  town  and  the  peace- 
able, even  tenor  of  the  ways  of  the 
people  in  his  vicinity,  gave  little  im- 
ployment  in  the  legal  line  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

Connected  as  he  was  by  marriage 
with  so  estimable  and  talented  a wo- 
man, we  may  learn  of  her  influence 
and  his  character  by  her  journals  so 
far  as  they  pertain  to  the  surround- 
ing home.  In  this  journal  which  she 
carefully  kept  for  years,  we  find 
these  words : 

Jan.  1,  1835.  “I  have  felt  sad  all 
day.  This  morning  Charles  received 
the  melancholly  news  of  his  brother’s 
dangerous  illness  and  he  left  for 
Alfred  this  afternoon.  It  was  sad 
tidings  for  a New  Year’s  news.  O 
how  much  I feel  his  absence.  The 
man  who  took  him  to  the  cars  lias 
not  yet  returned.  God  forbid  any 
accident. 

Jan.  10,  1835.  “Charles  sent 
word  after  tea  that  he  should  pass 
the  evening  away,  having  some  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  attend  to,  and 
that  he  should  not  return  till  late.  It 
is  now  almost  eleven  and  he  has  not 
come.  It  is  a very  unusual  thing  for 
him  to  pass  an  evening  away  from 
our  dear  and  festive  fireside.  I will 
go  to  bed  as  it  is  so  late  and  not 
wait  for  him  any  longer. 

Jan.  11,  1835.  “I  went  to  bed 
last  evening  or  rather  night,  about 
midnight  and  before  I wont  to  sleep 
Charles  returned.  lie  did  not  let  me 
know  where  he  was  going  for  fear  it 
would  trouble  me  but  sent  me  such  a 


message  as  wrould  lead  me  to  imag- 
ine, as  I did  that  he  had  gone  to  at- 
tend to  some  law  business,  but  when 
he  came  back  he  told  me  the  cause 
of  his  absence.  John  Towle  had 
been  missing  ever  since  ten  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  he  had  lost  his  way  going  home, 
and  had  wandered  into  Wen  ham 
swamp.  Several  people  had  been 
looking  for  him  all  the  afternoon  and 
had  returned  entirely  discouraged, 
and  maintained  that  every  effort  to 
find  him  that  night  would  be  in  vain, 
but  Mr.  Holmes  told  them  that  if  he 
was  found  alive  he  must  be  found 
that  night.  He  took  two  men  in  his 
sleigh  and  several  other  sleighs  ac- 
companied him  and  they  drove  as 
fast  as  possible  to  Wen  ham.  This 
was  about  6 P.  M.  The  men  at 
Wenham  were  very  kind  and  joined 
in  the  search.  A party  of  25  men 
entered  the  swamp.  Charles  formed 
them  into  five  different  parties  each 
with  a guide  and  a lantern,  and  tak- 
ing separate  directions  the  search 
was  began.  One  hurrah  was  to  de- 
clare that  their  object  wars  accom- 
plished and  two  hurrahs  to  bring  them 
to-gether.  About  10  o’clock  a loud 
shout  was  heard.  The  poor  fellow 
was  found  leaning  with  folded  arms 
against  a tree  entirely  exhausted,  for 
he  had  been  travelling  in  that  laby- 
rinthan  swamp  all  day.  He  was  stiff 
with  cold  and  would  surely  have 
frozen  to  death  before  morning.  He 
was  taken  to  a house  near  and  every- 
thing done  for  his  comfort  and  may 
God  bless  the  people  of  Wenham  for 
their  true  kindness,  and  each  of  those 
25  men  last  night  sought  their  pillows 
with  the  happiness  that  ever  follows 
a kind  action.” 
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After  ten  years  of  happy  married 
life,  as  all  reports  combine  to  show, 
Mrs.  Holmes  became  ill.  For  the 
. last  four  years  of  her  life,  there  are 
: numerous  “I  have  just  recovered 
from  a severe  attack  of  illness,”  to 
be  found  in  her  journals  and  she  was 
unable  to  cave  for  herself  for  a long 
. time  before  her  death,  which  occurred 
Sept.  17,  1349,  aged  36  years,  7 
months,  25  days.  She  died  not  in 
the  fullness  of  years,  but  endowed 
with  intellectual  genius  borne  far  in 
advance  of  her  age  by  deep  thought, 
patient  investigation  and  ever  atten- 
: live  research. 

The  dignity  of  virtue  and  the 

\ charms  of  beauty  no  more  could  cull 

r or  restrain  the  adventurous  dispo- 

\ sition  of  Mr.  Holmes.  He  let  his 

house  and  boarded  at  various  places 

about  town,  passing  his  leisure  time 

• in  a variety  of  adventures  that  would 

pass  for  fabulous  if  they  had  not 

| occurred  in  real  life.  He  served  on 

l the  school  board  for  the  years  1856, 

1864,  and  1866,  always  acting  as 

chairman.  The  following  extracts 

from  his  school  reports  are  interest- 

Ing : 

» & 

“My  relations  with  the  schools  of 
| Topsfield  have  been  peculiarly  grate- 
\ ful  the  past  year.  With  no  personal 
i paternity  myself,  the  affectionate 
! yearnings  of  my  nature  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  children  of  my  care, 
i 'vho  became  sons  and  daughters  by 
adoption,  looking  up  to  me  as  their 
great  supervising  father.” 

“Miss  Anna  C.  D.  Holmes,  of 
i Ipswich,  who  although  considered  a 
j competent  teacher,  did  not  exactly 
suit  the  ‘city’  people,  who,  nurtured 
in  the  school  of  republican  freedom, 
could  ill  brook  the  stern  discipline 

i 
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and  unfamiliar  indignities  perpetrat- 
ed on  ‘them  and  theirs*, — but  one, 
and  then  another,  till  the  whole  popu- 
lation en  masse,  little  and  big,  man, 
woman  and  child,  whispered,  murmur- 
ed, threatened,  denounced  aud  at 
last  rising  like  a volcano,  burst  with 
fiery  indignation  into  open  rebellion, 
kicking  up  a great  dust  in  all  the 
region  round  about.  So  frantically 
intense  was  the  convulsion  that  the 
very  animals  and  even  the  elements 
conspired  in  sympathetic  expressive- 
ness. The  geese,  whose  ancestors 
saved  Rome,  with  conscious  politi- 
cal importance,  loudly  vociferated, 
quack  ! quack  ! quack  ! The  turkey, 
that  true  native  American  with  indi- 
genous consequential  pride,  gobbled 
about  calamities  of  foreign  participa- 
tion. The  sheep,  aroused  from  their 
quietude  by  the  passing  events, 
looking  askance,  gave  a contemptu- 
ous bah ! The  horse  indicated  his 
course  by  a racy , yet  positive 
neigh.  Chanticleer,  crested  and 
spurred , and  red  with  ire,  from  an 
eminence  blew  his  clarion  note  of 
defiance  ; and  the  dog  and  cat,  fra- 
ternizing in  the  common  cause, 
duetted  a caterwauling  howl  of 
execration.  The  bellicose  bull 
‘tossed  a horn’  to  the  success  of  the 
enterprise,  while  the  pacific  guinea 
hen  in  the  spirit  of  true  kindliness 
cried  out  earnestly,  go  back ! go 
back  ! go  back  ! Nor  these  alone, 
for  Trinity  River  itself,  that  evan- 
gelical stream,  swollen  with  rage, 
bursting  forth  m a torrent  of  wrath- 
ful outpouring,  whirled  and  boiled, 
and  eddied  in  irascible  frothings, 
threatening  the  City  mole  of  ‘Long 
wharf’  with  demolition.  To  appease 
the  tutelar  Deity  of  the  City,  and 
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relieve  it  from  such  an  impending 
visitation,  it  was  judged  expedient 
to  throw  the  mistress  over- board, 
Jonah-like,  where  upon  a great  calm 
ensued.” 

In  1859  there  was  visiting  in  town 
at  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perley’s  on  High 
street,  Miss  Abbie  Webster  of 
Wood’s  Holl,  Barnstable  County. 
Hither  Mr.  Holmes  was  wont  to  go. 
He  went  with  more  than  ordinary 
regularity  to  see  Miss  Webster,  but 
great  as  were  his  talents,  sincere  his 
intentions,  and  unbending  his  prob- 
ity, he  was  unable  to  carry  into  effect 
the  conjunction  which  he  so  anxious- 
ly strove  to  produce.  Mr.  Holmes 
came  home  one  da}7  from  visiting  at 
her  home  after  they  had  become 
engaged  and  said  to  Miss  Welch,  his 
housekeeper,  “Miss  Webster  and  J 
are  done.  She  wanted  me  to  give 
her  my  place  before  she  would  marry 
me,  and  I told  her  I wouldn’t  and 
ice  are  done” 

A man  in  love  is  generally  inac- 
cessible to  argument,  and  he  can 
only  avert  it  by  pursuing  some  new 
object  attractive  both  to  himself  and 
to  his  friends.  But  there  is  some- 
thing in  courage  which  commands 
respect  even  amid  the  bitterness  of 
faction.  Segur  says,  that  peace  is 
the  dream  of  the  wise ; war  is  the 
history  of  man.  Youth  listens  with- 
out attention  to  those  who  seek  to 
lead  it  by  the  paths  of  reason  to  hap- 
piness, and  rushes  with  irresistible 
violence  into  the  arms  of  the  phan- 
tom which  lures  it  bv  the  light  of 
glory  to  destruction. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Topsfield,  having  been  admitted  Nov. 
6,  1853. 


The  Civil  War  began  in  1861,  and 
Mr.  Holmes  was  very  active  in 
recruiting  troops  to  enter  the  Federal 
army.  While  he  was  nearly  ten 
years  in  advance  of  the  age  to  be 
drafted,  he  did  enter  the  army  in  the 
spring  of  1864,  and  remained  during 
that  summer,  being  honored  with  a 
lieutenant’s  commission. 

“He  was  so  tall  that  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  keep  him  from  the 
front,  so  he  was  stationed  at  Bos- 
ton and  other  places  as  a recruiting 
officer,  which  duty  he  faithfully 
attended  to  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  department.” — Salem  Mercury. 

“The  tallest  man  in  the  British 
army  is  Corporal  Maffit,  who  stands 
six  feet  seven  and  a half  inches. 
That  is  one  inch  shorter  than  Lieut. 
Holmes  of  Topsfield,  who  has  been 
in  our  army.” — Boston  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser. 

On  his  return  home  he  went  to  live 
where  he  first  had  lived  after  being 
married,  in  what  is  now  the  Congra- 
gational  parsonage,  and  cared  for 
the  land  now  known  as  tin?  ‘‘Holmes 
property.”  lie  owned  a meadow 
located  “over  the  river”  in  the  ex- 
treme eastern  part  of  the  town.  It 
was  at  the  time  when  horseless 
wagons  were  in  common  use.  The 
hay  must  be  brought  across  the  river 
and  the  oxen  as  they  entered  the 
water  had  been  inclined  to  stop, 
where  upon  it  is  said  Mr.  Holmes 
“hollered  at  them  with  such  power 
that  the  vibration  of  the  sound  in  the 
air  struck  the  river  with  such  force 
as  to  divide  the  water  and  his  oxen 
and  wagon  were  wont  to  go  over  on 
dry  land.” 

in  1873  he  made  his  will,  giving 
$500  to  the  Congregational  Church 
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as  a fund  and  the  remaining  value  of 
his  estate  to  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  styled 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 
This  latter  bequest  was  made  out  of 
respect  to  the  memory  and  wishes  of 
his  wife,  who  had  been  a member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 
Holmes  had  identified  himself  with 
the  Congregational  Church  after  com- 
ing to  this  town,  and  for  a long  time 
had  given  the  sum  of  $25  per  annum 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel.  By 
his  will  this  gift  was  made  perpetual. 

It  is  singular  and  perhaps  highly 
gatifying  to  observe  the  ardent  en- 
thusiasm manifested  at  first  by  only 
a’few  members  of  the  church  to  avail 
themselves  of  Mr.  Holmes’  house  as 
a parsonage.  The  70th  annual 
return  of  a day  dearer  to  none  than 
himself  had  already  vanished  and 
soon  Mr.  Holmes  would  leave  his 
house  forever. 

One  afternoon  two  ladies  might 
have  been  seen  looking  from  the 
front  end  window  of  our  Town  hall. 
For  want  of  other  topics  one  of  them 
remarked,  “What  a nice  place  that 
would  be  for  a parsonage.”  The 
parish  had  already  been  negotiating 
for  a parsonage  but  no  one  had  men- 
tioned this  house.  The  idea  spread 
rapidly  ; a paper  was  circulated  and 
money  pledged  for  Mr.  Holmes’ 
house.  A meeting  was  held  where 
the  maxim  that  measures  calculated 
for  the  benefit  of  future  ages  are 
hardly  ever  agreeable  for  all  persons 
in  the  present,  was  clearly  manifest. 

There  were  many  propositions 
suggested  and  other  places  proposed, 
one  of  which  was  only  defeated  by 
the  moderator’s  deciding  vote.  It 
"as  remarkable  to  observe  the  vehe- 


ment contention  that  arose  upon  the 
question  of  purchasing  the  present 
parsonage.  It  surely  was  not  a 
question  of  price.  The  result  which 
followed  was  most  pleasant.  Each 
one  joined  to  make  it  a parsonage 
claimed  by  every  one.  The  papers 
were  drawn  ; conditions  settled,  and 
that  was  all. 

Mr.  Holmes  passed  away  ere  the 
house  had  beeu  used  for  the  purpose 
intended.  He  died  Wednesday  even- 
ing. July  14,  1886,  aged  74  years, 
8 months,  14days.  The  funeral  was 
held  the  following  Saturday  at  the 
house. 

The  following  notice  of  his  death 
appeared  in  Salem  Mercury  : 

“The  Tallest  Man  in  New  Eng- 
land Dead  in  Topsfield. 

Charles  H.  Holmes,  Esq.,  of  Tops- 
field,  well  and  favorably  known 
thoroughout  Essex  County,  died  at 
his  home  in  Topsfield  at  11  o’clock 
last  Wednesday  night.  He  had  been 
sick  for  several  months.  Some  time 
ago  he  sustained  serious  injuries  by 
being  thrown  from  a wagon  and  last 
week  was  slightly  sun  struck,  which 
doubtless  hastened  his  death.  For 
years  he  was  a contributor  to  the 
press,  his  productions  in  the  main 
being  of  a poetical  character.  He 
was  a widower,  his  wife  having  died 
many  years  before.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  townsmen,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
church.” 

His  practice  at  the  bar,  though 
limited,  manifested  knowledge  of  the 
law.  His  ability’  far  excelled  his 
judgment,  but  his  energy  of  charac- 
ter has  unquestionably  left  an  influ- 
ence in  the  history  of  this  town.  In 
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force  of  expression  and  sarcastic  tion  nor  directed  toward  objects  per- 
power  he  was  paramount  among  his  manent  or  compatible  with  his  higher 
contemporaries,  but  his  intelligence  education, 
was  not  appropriated  with  discre- 


Poems 

By  C.  H.  Holmes. 

THE  AMERICAN  FLAG. 

Written  for  a Fourth  of  Juty  celebration  in  1861. 

Flag  of  my  country,  hail,  all  bail  ! 

As  floats  thy  ensign  to  the  gale, 

Thy  star-lit  blue,  thy  unique  stripes. 

Our  Union  and  redemption  types — 

All  bail.  I say,  all  hail  to  thee. 

Palladium  of  our  Liberty  ! 

Row  swells  the  heart,  how  beams  the  eye, 

As  we  recall  a scene  gone  by ; 

Y/hen  first  had  dawned  our  nation’s  sun — 

Our  Independence  lirst  was  won — 

A conqueror  thou  in  Freedom's  war, 

And  drawn  in  Mars’  triumphal  car — 

On  that  glad  day  we  celebrate 
The  great  epochal  of  our  fate, 

Which  all  our  thronging  memories  fix 
At  July  Fourth,  year  Seventy-six. 

In  later  times,  though  less  the  stake. 

Victor  on  land,  and  sea,  and  lake. 

From  ’neath  thy  folds  went  up  the  cry 
Of  glory  and  of  victory. 

Whate’er  the  gage,  whate’er  the  foe — 

Of  Britain  or  of  Mexico — 

Thus  runs  thy  record  with  these  powers  : 
“We’ve  met  the  foe  and  they  are  ours.” 
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Nobly  hast  thou  sustained  our  cause 
In  all  our  policies  and  wars  ; 

Gaining  respect  at  home,  abroad, 

With  civilized  and  savage  horde, 

And  e’er  maintaining  thy  first  stand, 

The  pride  and  glory  of  our  land ! 

Now  clouds  and  darkness  round  us  lower. 
Yet,  guarded  by  a spirit  power, 

That  sainted  and  departed  band, 

The  hero  fathers  of  our  land  ; 

Invoking,  too,  our  father’s  God, 

We’ll  “bless  the  hand  and  kiss  the  rod,” 
And  wearing  sackcloth  ’neath  our  mail, 
Armed  at  allpoints  our  foe  assail. 

Shades  of  our  sires,  ye  mighty  dead, 
Heroes  whom  Washington  hath  led, 

Who  helped  our  Union  fabric  rear, — 
Patriot  spirits,  now  appear. 

And,  like  the  spirit  Cid  of  yore. 

In  all  our  battles  go  before  ! 

God  of  our  sires,  “who  brought  them  up” 
Oh,  pass  from  us  this  bitter  “cup” — 

This  bitter  cup  with  passions  rife, 

The  jarring  elements  of  strife  ; 

If  not  for  ours  for  their  sake  save 
The  Union  thou  the  fathers  gave — 

Hold  in  thy  right  hand  still  those  “stars” 
And  save  us  from  domestic  wars. 

Walk  still  midst  these  thy  “candlesticks,” 
And  so  o’errule  our  politics 
That  we  shall  be  united,  free, 

From  lake  to  gulf,  from  sea  to  sea  ! 


* WILD  GOOSE  POND, 

Near  my  old  house,  and  be  it  known 
That  I’ve  the  oldest  house  in  town. 
Numbering  full  two  hundred  years 
As  by  the  record  here  appears, 

Tho’  some  versed  in  traditions  lore 
Sav  ’twas  a fort-house  years  before 


. 

iwll 

‘ 


’ 


98- 


And  for  a parsonage  built  anew, 

Such  too  is  the  Emerson  view 
Who  have  possessed  the  same  estate 
Since  Seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
Buying  it  of  the  Capen  heirs 
Or  who  had  charge  of  their  affairs. 

The  Emersons  we  think  would  know 
Whether  or  not  the  thing  was  so. 

The  old  house  stands  on  rising  ground 
And  is  as  straight  as  can  be  found, 

Resembling  much,  Fort-House  in  York, 
Concerning  which  has  been  much  talk. 

A photograph  of  which  you’ll  see 
In  Harper’s  New  England  History. 

It  has  a Puritanic  look 
Rather  of  Holland,  not  mistook, 

Of  which  we  have  the  amplest  proof 
In  the  projecting  front  and  roof. 

And  built  thus  out  of  compliment 

To  Holland,  where  the  Pilgrims  went 

When  persecuted  to  the  stake 

They  fled  for  their  religion’s  sake 

And  spent  twelve  years  with  their  Dutch  friends. 

And  here  their  persecution  ends, 

For  Holland  was  the  only  place 
That  had  a free  religion  base, 

The  only  State  in  Europe  too 

That  dared  promulgate  this  broad  view. 

Were  I disposed  I could  say  more 
About  the  house,  its  chimney,  floor, 

Or  the  firm  brick  clay  mortar  wall 
Sufficient  to  resist  a ball ; 

Of  the  low  door,  which  here  has  swung 
Two-hundred  years  since  first  ’twas  hung. 

And  all  of  the  et  cetera 
Connected  with  it  any  way, 

But  time  and  space  will  not  allow 
Of  a more  full  description  now. 

Near  the  old  house  there  is  a pond 
Not  like  the  Scottish  Luke  Lomond, 

But  a smallish  bit  of  water 
Six  square  rods  or  such  a matter. 

Though  in  the  Spring  time  flowing  o’er 
Full  out  an  acre’s  space  or  more 
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And  then  the  boys  rig  out  their  crafts 
In  tiny  boats  aud  treacherous  rafts, 

And  in  the  Winter  far  and  wide 
The  boys  and  girls  come  here  to  slide  ; 

And  then  it  is  a famous  place 
For  all  of  the  aquatic  race, 

And  every  kind  of  varmint  thing 
Which  harmless  is  without  a sting. 

The  naturalist  in  this  abode 

Will  find  the  frog,  snake,  turtle,  toad. 

The  hunter  finds  the  musquash  rat 
By  which  the  hatter  makes  the  hat. 

Sporting  fisherman  will  find 
Fishes  of  almost  every  kind, 

For  I have  found  in  my  research 
Shiners,  roach  pickerel  and  perch  ; 

How  they  first  came  there,  I suppose 
’Twas  on  the  misty  wind  that  blows. 

Some  years  ago,  perhaps  ’twas  six. 

The  time  I can’t  exactly  fix, 

Some  strangers  of  the  quashie  race 
Arrived  here  at  this  central  place, 

And  built  their  home,  and  formed  their  nest, 
And  seemed  determined  here  to  rest. 

Of  course  these  strangers  made  a stir 
With  their  perfume  and  garb  of  fur, 
Resembling  much  the  modern  belle 
In  their  ’fumed  habits  and  their  smell. 

The  modern  beau,  too,  if  you  please. 
Redolent  with  his  scented  grease. 

At  first  the  quash  was  very  sly 
When  any  person  came  too  nigh. 

But  when  a little  artless  girl 
With  laughing  eye  and  sunny  curl, 

Had  made  the  quashies  comprehend, 

She  was  their  real  social  friend. 

By  placing  ’fore  them  bread  and  meat, 

The  quashies  then  came  out  to  eat : 

Which  verifies  the  simple  fact, 

Aud  by  the  Bible  too  is  backed. 

That  in  proportion  as  we’re  kind. 

The  laws  of  love  all  nature  bind. 

It  was  so  surely  at  the  first 
Before  Hie  earth  by  hate  was  cursed. 

And  will  be  inspired  prophets  say, 
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On  the  great  millinnial  day, 

When  with  the  wolf  the  lamb  will  feed. 

And  these  a little  child  shall  lead. 

So  here  these  musksquash  sly  and  wild 
Were  tamed  and  petted  by  a child. 

Now  I’ll  relate  just  how  it  came 
That  “Wild  Goose.  Fond”  obtained  its  name. 
A wild  goose  wearied  by  its  Sight 
Lit  in  this  pond  and  spent  the  night, 

And  just  before  the  break  of  day 
Spread  its  broad  wings  and  sped  away. 

And  from  this  circumstance  arose 

“Wild  Goose  Pond’s”  name,  with  this  I close 


MY  LOVE  FOR  THEE. 

My  love  for  thee  is  infinite, 

It  is  my  solace  and  delight. 

Where’ ere  I go,  wdiat’ere  I do, 

The  world's  a void  without  thee  too. 
Inspired  by  thy  angelic  face, 

Indeed  thy  every  charming  grace. 

The  simplest  act  in  thee  I see 
Pe  rf ect ion  ’ s w ork — D i v i ni ty . 

Thy  heart’s  affection  is  a mine 
Where  princely  wealth  doth  sure  combine  ; 
Far  more  than  I conceived  could  be 
Enveloped  in  mortality, 

Than  which  the  fancies’  light  can  beam 
Is  but  a faint  expiring  gleam. 

Darling ! I love  thee,  yea,  adore, 

With  seraph’s  lyre  could  I say  more? 

My  life  ! my  hope  ! my  harp  ! thou  art, 

The  cherished  music  of  my  heart. 


BLACK  SELIM. 


Topsfield,  April  4,  1858. 

Editor  Neytburyport  Herald  : — At  the  earnest  request  of  my  neighbors, 
superadded  to  my  own  appreciation  of  “departed  worth,”  J have  been 
induced  to  write  in  “offhand  verse,”  an  elegy  on  mv  old  and  faithful  horse. 
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‘‘Black  Selim,”  who  died  in  his  thirty-sixth  year,  and  who  had  gained  a 
“Bucephaline”  notoriety  not  only  in  Topsfield,  but  “the  whole  region 
roundabout.”  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  insert  it  in  your  paper,  and 
oblige 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Holmes. 

No  common  merit  I rehearse, 

But  dedicate  my  humble  verse 
To  eulogize  an  equine  friend  ; 

And  of  his  death  this  notice  send. 

“Black  Selim’s”  days  are  passed  and  gone  ; 

He  died  of  age  last  Monday  morn. 

And  lies  where  oft  he  took  his  ease. 

Between  two  stately  ashen  trees. 

He  was  lamented  through  the  town, 

For  everywhere  was  he  well  known  ; 

And  when  we  named  “the  old  black  horse,” 

All  knew  just  what  he  meant,  “of  course.” 

He  was  the  village  patriarch. 

The  theme  of  wonder  and  remark. 

And  everywhere  his  shape  and  age 
Were  criticised  by  jockey’s  sage. 

He  was  permitted  free  to  range, 

A better  horse  all  round  the  grange. 

By  road  and  common  ne’er  was  seized. 

But  cropped  the  grass  just  where  he  pleased  ; 

Incurring  only  one  disgrace, 

Of  “creeping  through  a narrow  place;” 

’Twas  mere  conjecture,  for  his  stay 
Was  ne’er  prolonged  till  break  of  day  ; 

But  circumstantial  proof  was  strong. 

From  certain  vestiges  along  ; 

Unlike  to  some  who  scrapes  get  in, 

He  always  could  get  out  again. 

If  Spartan  virtue  were  the  rule. 

He  surely  was  “more  rogue  than  fool.” 

His  color  was  of  blackest  hue. 

Except  when  old,  quite  gray  he  grew  ; 

From  head  to  foot,  in  all  his  points. 

His  “make”  was  perfect  to  his  joints  ; 

And  all  allowed,  both  far  and  near. 

That  no  horse  e’er  had  finer  ear. 

He  ne’er  indulged  in  vicious  tricks. 
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Like  many  horses,  nor  in  kicks  ; 

But  without  “hitching”  always  stood. 

And  as  you’d  like,  so  was  his  mood. 

Was  fleet  in  gig,  and  sure  on  back, 

Could  ramble,  canter,  gallop,  rack  ; 

Was  full  of  frolic  and  of  fun, 

Yet  kind,  and  ever  prompt  to  run  ; 

He  was  just  suited  to  my  mind, 

His  equal  I shall  never  find  ; 

Was  old,  well  tried,  thus  doubly  dear, 
Though  in  his  six-and-thirtieth  year; 

And  owned  by  me  full  twenty-one. 

As  by  his  pedigree  is  shown. 

One  Billy  Emerson  I am  told, 

Kept  him  until  thirteen  years  old, 

A year  after  his  death  or  so, 

(And  ’twas  in  ’35  I know,) 

I bought  him,  and  this  time  will  bring 
His  age  to  thirty-six  this  Spring. 

This  horseman  said  he  was  the  best 
Of  all  the  steeds  he  e’er  possessed ; 

And  he  had  owned  his  thousands,  too, 

And  such  a horse  he  never  knew. 

The  wondrous  ’scapes  that  I could  tell. 
By  road  and  field  that  me  befell, 

Up  hill  and  down,  through  mud  and  mire, 
’Cross  rivers  deep,  and  ditches  dire, 

And  all  the  freaks  I could  relate. 

Would  make  one  laugh  at  anjT  rate. 

How  oft  I’ve  rode  like  one  bewitched, 
And  by  the  sport  did  feel  enriched, 

Boys  running  out  to  see  the  canter, 

Like  that  of  the  famed  “Tam  O'Shanter,” 
And  though  I’ve  met  the  middle  age, 

B}t  maxim  should  bo  tame  and  sage, 
Which  says,  “at  forty  tame  or  never,” 
Yet  I like  races  well  as  ever. 

I never  reached  the  “Hovey  Place,” 
Without  enjoying  one  good  race  ; 

There  is  a long  and  level  plain. 

Before  this  little  farm  I gain, 

A steep  and  quite  a sandy  hill. 

Near  by  a bridged  and  rippling  rill, 

Called  from  tin*  tenants  of  the  nook, 

By  common  parlance,  “Gallop’s  Brook;” 
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And  lies  about  a mile  or  so, 

From  Topsfieldville  as  north  you  go. 

Ere  this  was  reached  he  slowly  went, 

As  if  upon  some  fell  intent ; 

One  would  have  thought  him  in  a doze. 
Seeing  between  his  legs  and  nose : 

I knew  him  well — ’twas  his  cunning. 
Pacing  slowly  for  his  running. 

The  summit  gained,  he  made  a leap, 

And  down  he  dashed  the  hill-side  steep, 
O’er  the  wide  bridge  he  madly  rushed. 

And  up  another  hill  he  pushed, 

With  such  f urious  pace  and  clatter, 

The  people  cried,  “What’s  the  matter?” 
The  frogs  dived  quickly  in  the  stream, 

The  birds  flew  off  with  frightened  scream, 
The  dogs  rushed  out  with  bark  and  yell, 
And  horse  and  dogs  all  went  pell-mell  ; 

Up  went  the  windows,  from  the  doors 
The  hats  were  swung  with  deaf’ning  roars, 
“With  bark  and  whoop,”  and  loud  halloo. 
The  hills  re-echoed  “go  it,  go,” 

The  gig  was  tossed  with  direful  squeak, 
Threatening  the  vehicle  to  break, 
Sometimes  on  two  wheels,  then  on  one, 

Yet  right  side  up  I alwavs  won. 

Fond  memory  delights  to  trace 
My  trusty  friend  in  cosy  pace, 

Associated  from  my  youth, 

In  every  phase  in  life  in  truth  : 

1 call  to  mind  the  truth  far  back, 

When  he  was  styled  the  “bonny  black,” 
With  ease  could  trot  from  my  own  door 
To  Alfred,  seventy  miles  or  more ; 

Each  day  could  draw  his  cord  of  wood 
Two  miles  five  times  from  where  he  stood  ; 
And  when  grown  old  he  ne’er  would  flag. 
But  was  the  same  prompt  racing  nag. 

When  thirty-two  he  drew  a tou 
Eight  miles  an  hour,  myself  therein  ; 

And  e’en  last  Fall  when  on  a tour, 

He  trotted  full  eight  miles  the  hour, 

And  never  needed  whip  or  spur, 

Whate’er  the  distance,  near  or  far  ; 

And  yet  his  size  and  weight  were  small, 
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Being  eight  hundred- — that  was  all. 

Indeed  he  was  a matchless  steed, 

And  well  deserved  the  “olive  meed,” 
Outstripping  all  of  his  compeers 
In  strength  and  bottom,  speed  and  years. 
As  he  who  at  the  Olympia  race, 

By  some  misfortune  lost  his  place  ; 

His  steeds  performed  the  accustomed  round, 
And  by  tiie  judges  then  were  crowned  ; 
Although  my  seat  I ne’er  have  lost, 

Or  ever  from  my  seat  been  tost. 

And  always  could  my  steed  restrain, 

Or  prompt  him  to  the  racing  vein, 

And  ever  had  him  at  command. 

With  tightened  rein,  and  “well  on  hand,” 
Still  let. his  deeds  emblazoned  be, 

The  meed  to  him  and  not  to  me, 

Sufficient  praise  for  me  to  own 
The  best  of  steeds,  and  this  alone. 

Although  some  persons  may  say  fie 
At  my  sentimentality, 

Yeti  this  weakness  will  confess. 

For  “Selim’s”  death  in  stoic  virtue  brave, 

I dropt  a tear  upon  his  grave. 


FOR  SALE. 

Who  ever  wants  a country  seat, 

Removed  from  summer’s  dust  and  heat, 

With  a wide  common  right  between 
The  road  and  house  in  living  green. 

Shaded  by  stately  ashen  trees 

And  shut  out  from  the  noxious  breeze, 

Let  him  just  leave  the  country  road 
And  step  across  10  my  abode, 

A view  of  which  will  here  be  seen 
A photographic  view  I wean. 

Terms  easy  to  the  man  who’d  buy, 

At  any  rate  one  can  but  try. 

C.  H.  Holmes, 

Topsfield,  May  25.  1885. 

Salem  Gazette . 
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AT  AUCTION. 

The  Heirs  of  Stephen  Perley  say 
On  THURSDAY,  23d  of  May, 

At  10  A.  M.,  they’ll  sell  th’estate 
Of  Stephen  F.,  of  Topsfieid  late. 

This  Farm  lies  in  a quiet  nook, 

Almost  surrounded  by  Rye-Brook, 

Save  on  the  line  to  this  abode, 

Along  Low’s  Mill  and  Boxford  road; 

And  is  about  a mile  or  so 
From  Topsfieid  Church  as  North  you  go; 
Though  to  the  farthest  point,  by  Clapp’s, 
The  distance  is  two  miles,  perhaps, 
Containing,  as  the  Deeds  express. 

One  hundred  Acres,  more  or  less. 

Here  on  this  ancient  place  one  finds 
The  soils  and  growths  of  different  kinds, 
Peat,  Pasture,  Wood,  Field,  Meadow  Land, 
From  fertile  soil  to  barren  sand, 

These  we’ve  arranged  in  shape  and  sisc, 

To  suit  tne  purchaser  who  buys 
From  thirty  acres  down  to  three, 

Just  as  the  quality  may  be. 

The  man  wbo’d  like  a quiet  life, 

(Save  love-spats  from  his  darling  wife,) 
And  farm,  or  hunt,  or  sport  the  brook. 
Will  just  turn  in  and  take  a look. 

Terms,  one-fifth  Cash,  the  auction  day, 

The  rest,  in  thirty  days  to  pay. 

To  see  this  farm,  whoever  comes, 

Will  pleaso  to  call  on  C.  H.  HOLMES, 

Or,  on  your  servant,  S.  D.  HOOD, 

Who’s  Auctioneer,  ’tis  understood. 

S.  D HOOD,  Auctioneer. 
Topsfleld,  May  11,  1867. 
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TJhe  McKenzie  Family  in  TopBfield. 

By  Alfred  McKenzie. 

Read  before  the  Historical  Society  by  Miss  Marietta  Clark. 


The  ancestors  of  the  subject  of 
this  paper  were  racially  traceable 
back  to  the  Scots  who  came  by  the 
way  of  Spain  into  Ireland  early  in 
the  Christian  era,  for  when  St. 
Patrick,  the  Italian  missionary,  was 
there  in  the  fifth  century,  he  speaks 
of  them  as  the  Regeels  (Rulers)  and 
of  the  common  people  as  Hyberni- 
genal.  The  name  Scot,  rendered 
from  Celtic,  means  Wanderer  but 
taken  from  the  German  of  Scythia 
(Scutten)  would  signify  Scythian 
race.  But  certainly  they  were  a very 
energetic  people  and  remarkable  for 
making  room  for  themselves  as  they 
ruled  the  country  till  it  took  the  name 
of  Scotia  and  retained  it  for  many 
centuries. 

About  the  sixth  century  they  wan- 
dered into  Argyleshire,  a district  of 
the  country  known  since  the  eighth 
century  as  Scotland.  They  increas- 
ed there  in  numbers  till  they  formed 
the  kingdom  of  Dalsiade.  Thus 
there  came  to  be  three  kingdoms 
within  the  bounds  of  North  Britain, 
that  of  the  Northern  Piets,  or  people 
of  the  woods.  Southern  Piets  and 
the  Scots. 

Sometime  near  the  beginning  of 
the  eighth  century  (I'M)  A.  1).)  the 
Northern  Piets  quarreled  and  went  to 
war  with  the  Southern  Piets  The 
Scots  were  appealed  to  and  gave  aid 
to  the  Northern  Piets ; thus  begau  a 
war  which  lasted  more  than  a cen- 
tury. A reverse  to  the  Scots  induc- 
ed them  to  call  over  their  kindred 
from  Ireland,  and  after  a long  strug- 


gle with  both  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Piets,  the  Scots  became 
master  of  the  country,  and  in  843 
A.  D.  crowned  Kenneth,  “the  hardy’’ 
King  of  the  Scots,  down  by  the  Scot 
water  or  Forth. 

This  is  the  event  known  in  his- 
tory as  the  Scottish  conquest. 

The  stone  upon  which  this  king 
was  crowned  was  called  Lia  Fial  or 
uStone  of  Destiny.”  It  was  carried 
to  England  by  Edward  the  First  in 
the  year  1296,  and  now  forms  a part 
of  the  coronation  scat.  Queen 
Victoria  was  crowned  upon  it. 

The  crest  and  armoiial  bearings 
of  the  family  this  paper  concerns, 
appears  none  other  than  that  of  the 
Scots.  The  crest  was  the  face  of 
the  sun  in  a halo  of  light ; and  the 
armorial  bearings,  a shield  held  by 
two  persons ; one  hand  holds  the 
shield  and  the  other  a lighted  torch. 
Upon  the  shield  a buck’s  head  ; all  of 
of  which  was  crowned  by  a helmet, 
beneath  inscribed  in  latiu  “Lucio  non 
Uro”  (Light,  not  Darkness). 

When  in  the  year  81  of  the  Chris- 
tian era,  Agricola  invaded  North 
Britain,  it  was  inhabited  by  twenty- 
one  aboriginal  tribes  or  clans. 

The  introduction  of  clanship  and 
tartans  seems  to  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  history,  but  Logan  in  his  Scottish 
Gael  gives  the  following  extract 
from  the  charge  and  discharge  of 
John  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  treasurer 
to  King  James  III,  14  71  : 

“Ane  cine  and  ane  halve  of  blue 
Tartane  to  lyne  his  gowne  of  cloth 
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f of  gold.”  £1  10s  (Scots). 

f I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
f the  exact  number  of  clans  in  Scot- 
| land.  In  a little  book  entitled 
; “The  Scottish  Claus”  I find  a map 
; of  Scotland  divided  into  clans  in  the 
: 10th  century,  with  the  names  of 
, thirty-one  written  below,  probably 

■ the  principal  ones,  as  many  more  are 
f marked  out  on  the  map.  The  same 
j book  gives  a list  of  ninety-six  clans 
• and  families  with  their  tartans. 

\ Far  up  in  the  north  of  Scotland  we 
; find  the  clau  of  MacKenzie.  The 

S descent  of  the  chief  of  this  clan — 

f: 

j ‘*MacKenneth,  great  Earl  of  the 
North, 

: The  Lord  of  Loch  Carron,  Glensheil 
and  Seaforth” 

; is  of  pure  Scoto-Gaelic  descent,  with 
[ a strain  of  Irish  as  asserted  by  Doug- 
| las  and  others. 

j Colin,  eleventh  chief , fought  bra ve- 
f lv  for  Queen  Mary  at  the  battle  of 
| Langside,  for  which  he  was  after- 
; wards  pardoned  by  the  Regent 

■ Murray. 

Kenneth,  his  eldest  son  by  Bar- 
\ bara  Grant  of  that  ilk,  was  raised  to 
\ the  peerage  in  1609  as  Lord  Mac- 
I kenzie  of  Kintail.  Colin,  their  eldest 
f son,  was  created  Earl  of  Seaforth  in 
1623. 

j In  Robertson’s  “Index  of  Missing 
f Charters”  there  is  a Crown  charter  of 
I Confirmation  by  David  II  for  the 
? lands  of  “Kintale”  in  1344  when  a 
grant  of  that  and  other  lands  by 
William,  Earl  of  Ross,  to  Reginald, 
son  of  Roderick  de  Insulis,  dated 
1342,  4th  July  is  confirmed.  In 
\ MacKenzie’s  “History  of  the  Clan” 
the  earliest  date  which  can  be  as- 
| signed  for  its  acquisition  of  Kintail 
i 


from  John,  Earl  of  Ross,  is  1463. 
After  the  forfeiture  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Isles,  the  clan,  like  all  others  in 
the  west,  became  independent. 

There  is  a tradition  in  the  Mac- 
Kenzie family  that  the  Topsfield 
MacKenzies  are  directly  descended 
from  the  Earl  of  Seaforth. 

The  fighting  force  of  the  MacKen- 
zies is  given  by  Forbes  as  2500  men, 
adding  those  of  the  Earl  of  Cromarty 
and  the  Lairds  of  Gairloch,  Skatwell, 
Killcowie.  Redcastle  and  Comrie,  all 
MacKenzies. 

The  war  cry  of  the  MacKenzies 
was  “Tulach  Ard,”  a mountain  near 
castle  Donnan,  the  strong  hold  of 
the  clan  anciently. 

The  badge  of  the  MacKenzies  and 
MacLeaus  was  in  Gaelic  “Cuilion,” 
in  English  “Holly. ” 

I do  not  know  the  extent  of  their 
lands,  but  there  were  but  two  clans 
north  of  them. 

The  great  attachment  of  the 
clansmen  to  their  chieftain  is  shown 
by  the  following  incident.  “In  177S 
Edinburgh  was  startled  by  what  was 
known  as  the  “Affair  of  the  Wild 
Macraes,”  some  hundreds  of  whom 
had  enrolled  in  the  Seaforth  Regi- 
ment of  Highlanders  formed  in  1778 
by  Kenneth,  the  Earl  of  that  title 
(“that  is,  the  head  of  the  MacKenzie 
clan”)  and  which  mutinied  at  Edin- 
burgh on  hearing  that  the}7  had  been 
sold  to  the  East  India  company. 

General  Skene,  Lord  Macdonald 
and  others  proved  to  the  men  that 
their  complaints  were  groundless  and 
the  affair  was  settled.  The  regiment 
then  marched,  with  pipes  playing,  to 
Holy  rood,  and  afterwards  sailed  for 
India  on  what  proved  a fatal  voyage 
to  the  MacKenzies  and  Macraes,  for 
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ere  St.  Helena  was  in  sight  Lord 
Seaforth  died  and  then  a great  grief, 
with  homesickness,  fell  upon  his 
clansmen,  so  of  the  thousand  who 
sailed  from  the  British  Isles,  230 
perished  at  sea,  and  only  390  were 
able  to  carry  arms  when  they  began 
the  march  to  Chiugleput. 

From  the  history  of  the  MacKenzie 
clan  we  will  now  pass  to  that  of  our 
Topsfield  MacKenzies. 

Enoch  MacKenzie,  the  father  of 
John  and  grandfather  of  John’s  pro- 
geny, was  born  in  Inverness,  Scot- 
land, about  the  year  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight,  and  was  the 
second  son  of  a fa  mil}7  of  five  child- 
ren, three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  oldest  son,  in  accordance  with 
the  custom  of  that  country  and  Eng- 
land in  families  of  some  means,  was 
provided  for  by  giving  him  a military 
education.  Thus  was  Alexander  the 
oldest  trained,  finally  entering  the 
army  with  the  commission  of  a lieu- 
tenant. The  second  son,  Enoch,  was 
sent  to  Edinburgh  for  a university 
course  preparatory  for  some  profes- 
sion. In  the  early  part  of  his  course, 
war  between  England  and  the  Amer- 
ican colonies  began  and  the  lieutenant 
was  called  into  the  service  and  sent 
to  America.  At  that  time  the  Clyde 
was  navigable  only  to  Greenock  for 
vessels  of  any  considerable  size. 
A transport  having  arrived 
bound  for  the  American  colonies,  to 
take  the  mails  and  by  press-gangs 
to  replenish  the  English  army  and 
navy,  Enoch,  with  a college  compan- 
ion, went  down  to  deliver  on  board 
the  transport,  letters  to  his  brother 
the  lieutenant.  They  were  very 
courteously  received  and  invited  to 
go  below  and  inspect  the  vessel.  On 


arriving  below  decks  both  were  put 
in  irons.  Ordinarily  their  social 
position  would  have  kept  them  free 
from  such  a seizure  and  they  little 
expected  such  treatment.  In  due 
time  the  transport  put  to  sea  and 
Enoch  and  his  companion  were  put 
under  military  drill.  To  this  they 
concluded,  for  their  present  comfort, 
to  submit,  but  to  fight  for  England 
against  America,  never. 

Arriving  on  the  American  coast, 
the  transport  was  pursued  by  an 
American  privateer  and  taken.  When 
taken  the  two  young  men  were  found 
below  in  irons.  Enoch  always  con- 
gratulated himself  and  praised  his 
companion  for  their  decisions.  When 
they  were  called  for  action  they 
refused  to  obey  aud  not  even  the 
threat  of  suffering  the  penalty  of 
traitors  would  induce  them  to  comply. 
They  were  therefore  ironed  below. 
The  transport  was  taken  into  Bos- 
ton harbor  and  a part  of  the  crew 
were  sent  to  Salem  as  prisoners  of 
war.  Among  these  was  Enoch.  At 
that  early  time  of  the  war  there  was 
no  particular  provision  made  for 
detaining  prisoners  of  war  except  in 
the  large  towns,  and  they  relieved 
themselves  and  the  tedium  of  the 
prisoners,  by  allowing  themselves  to 
be  selected  by  farmers  to  work  for 
their  board  till  exchanged.  Out  of 
an  early  number  sent  to  Salem,  Mr 
Emerson,  who  resided  at  the  north 
end  of  the  common  in  Topsfield,  had 
selected  one  who  was  of  a dignified 
bearing  and  a gentleman  of  culture. 
Hearing  of  another  arrival,  the  fol- 
lowing market,  day.  Mr.  Emerson, 
wishing  to  find  a fit  associate  for  the 
one  he  had,  called  to  view  them. 
Seeing  one  of  a more  intelligent  cast 


. 


105 


than  the  rest  although  quite  young, 
he  approached  him,  informing  him  of 
his  desire,  with  which  the  prisoner 
readily  complied.  Mr.  Emerson 
with  his  selection  started  upon  his 
journey  home.  Soon  engaging  him 
in  conversation  he  found  his  judge- 
ment fully  confirmed.  When  arriv- 
ing near  the  end  of  their  journey, 
just  before  turning  off  the  main 
street  to  the  house,  the  first  prisoner, 
in  his  anxiety  to  learn  the  news, 
which  in  those  times  traveled  slowly, 
had  walked  out  to  meet  Mr.  Emer- 
son ; just  as  they  were  abreast,  the 
young  man  having  finished  an  earn- 
est conversation,  turned  his  head  to 
the  pedestrian  and  sprang  directly 
upon  him.  Mr.  Emerson  was  at 
first  dumbfounded,  but  in  a moment 
relieved  and  delighted  at  hearing 
Enoch  exclaim  “brother — Alexan- 
der” ! Here  was  his  brother  the 
lieutenant,  who  had  been  previously 
taken  prisoner,  and  was  awaiting  an 
exchange  of  officers  of  his  grade. 

Up  to  this  time  the  English  had 
refused  exchange  on  double  grounds  ; 
first  that  we  were  rebels  ; second  a 
like  commission  of  ours  was  not  an 
equivalent  of  theirs.  This  delay 
gave  ample  time  for  the  two  brothers 
to  deliberate  upon  their  future  course. 
Alexander  could  see  no  possible 
chance  for  the  colonies,  in  their 
weakness,  to  succeed  against  so 
powerful  a nation  as  England,  and  in 
case  of  failure  if  he  entered  our  ser- 
vice his  fate  would  be  the  gallows. 
The  younger  had  determined  from 
the  first  to  enlist  in  the  American 
service  during  the  war,  however  it 
might  terminate,  but  to  remain  with 
his  brother  till  the  question  of  his 
exchange  should  be  settled.  When 


at  length  that  occurred,  Alexander 
appended  the  condition,  that  he,  hav- 
ing relations  in  the  American  Army, 
would  accept  an  exchange  only  on 
the  condition,  that  he  be  assigned  to 
the  East  India  service  during  the 
continuance  of  the  American  war. 
This  was  complied  with  and  subse- 
quently confirmed  by  letters  received 
from  him  dated  from  that  place. 
Enoch  immediately  enlisted  in  the 
Continental  army,  served  to  the  end 
of  the  war  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge. 

Topsfield  being  the  ouly  town  in 
which  he  had  made  acquaintances 
he  therefore  passed  his  furloughs 
there  and  some  of  his  time  in  a fam- 
ily of  one  of  its  soldiers,  an  acquain- 
tance formed  in  the  army,  and  who 
had  daughters.  This  led  to  an  event 
which  is  not  uncommon  to  young 
men,  even  today,  which,  in  the  sum 
of  time  crystallized  into  six  entieties, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
John,  William  and  Abraham  ; Catha- 
rine, Susan  and  Mary.  John  was 
born  during  his  father’s  brief  resi- 
dence in  Topsfield.  the  others  in 
Londonderry,  N.  H.,  where  he  re- 
mained till  his  family  exceeded  the 
capacity  of  his  farm,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Waltham,  Vermont,  where 
he  and  his  family,  except  John, 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
John  remained  in  Topsfield  till  lie 
went  to  an  apprenticeship  with  a 
wheelwright,  in  Lynn.  At  the  end 
of  that  service,  he  married  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  business  of  his 
trade  in  Lynn ; but,  possessing  a 
marked  mechanical  genius,  he  soon 
added  that  of  carpentry,  joinery  and 
millwright,  which  trades  he  success- 
fully followed  several  years  till  in- 
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duced  to  purchase  a farm  in  Tops- 
field  and  move  there.  At  this  time 
he  had  two  children,  having  soon 
after  attained  his  majority  married 
Elizabeth  Searle,  the  daughter  of  a 
puritan  from  England  who  came  here 
about  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  to  enjoy  in  freedom 
his  religion,  and  settled  in  what  lias 
been  known  as  Newbury — Oldtown. 
Being  a well-to-do  farmer  he  gave 
his  children,  in  accordance  with 
puritanic  conceptions,  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  more  solid  and  practical 
branches;  but  Elizabeth,  being  ener- 
getic and  entei  prising,  ventured  into 
the  higher  grades  and  therefore  was 
instructed  much  above  the  avex’age 
females  of  her  time.  Her  activity 
Induced  her  to  follow  teaching  till  she 
married.  She  was  a kind  mother  and 
still  held  her  team  of  seven  boys  well 
in  hand,  always  commanding  their 
respect,  and  with  several,  almost 
reverence. 

She  was  skilled  in  all  the  house- 
hold duties  of  that  time,  which  were 
much  more  complete  than  today,  as 
they  comprised  spinuing,  weaving, 
and  in  her  case,  the  results  of  the 
loom  could  be  shaped  into  the  re- 
quired garments  and  the  needle  work 
deftly  performed. 

Her  moral  instructions  were  of  the 
sternest  stoical  character.  Shun  all 
the  vices  and  tell  the  truth  whatever 
the  consequences.  She  was  very 
studious,  always  inclining  to  weighty 
literature ; also  possessing  a fair 
talent  for  music,  sketching  and  con- 
versation as  well.  Samuel  S.,  the 
oldest  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth,  in 
his  earliest  boyhood  gave  signs  of 
the  possession  of  a very  diversified 
genius,  comprehending  many  of  the 


sciences,  prominently,  metaphysics, 
philology  and  esthetics.  lu  the 
science  of  delineation  he  was  known 
to  all  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
work-shop  of  a plow-maker  stood 
near  the  little  red  school  house  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town  and  on  the 
street  fronting  the  latter.  Through 
the  large  folding  doors  could  readily 
be  observed  what  passed  within,  and 
frequently  the  hourly  habits  of  the 
occupants. 

One  morning  * there  appeared 
sketched  on  these  doors,  a drawing 
of  what  had  transpired  the  previous 
night.  The  proprietor  full  sized  with 
his  most  conspicuous  physical  pecu- 
liarities ; a tumbler  in  his  upraised 
hand,  the  jug  sedately  seated  upon 
the  bench,  and  his  striker  with 
equally  distinguishable  physical 
characteristics,  with  upturned  eye 
grudgingly  viewed  the  departure  of 
the  contents  of  the  tumbler  and  anx- 
iously awaiting  his  turn.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  school  term  the 
young  rogue  found  his  safety  by  way 
of  the  fields.  In  later  years,  while 
following  the  cordwainer’s  trade,  ever 
impelled  by  a love  of  study  and  re- 
search. he  took  up  philosphy,  chem- 
istry, astronomy,  meteorology, 
metallurgy,  horology,  hydrostatics, 
mathematics  plain  and  mixed,  in  as 
confused  a manner  as  here  presented 
and  as  old  treatises  came  to  his  hand, 
always  seekiug  an  old  and  exhaustive 
work  containing  between  two  covers 
all  that  was  then  known  and  perhaps 
all  known  today,  published  under  the 
present  mode  of  diverseuess,  each  re- 
quiring as  much  expenditure  of  time 
without  then  obtaining  the  whole 
problem.  This  he  ever  contended. 
Therefore  he  had  few  books,  and  a 
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, teacher,  never,  save  a little  time  on 
' the  first  rudiments  of  each  study. 
He  had  the  mechanical  ability  to 
make  all  the  instruments  he  required 
for  experiments  in  the  various  scien- 
ces mentioned  and  others,  and 
when  entering  another  to  gain  a live- 
; lihood,  those  needed  in  its  pursuit, 
such  as  intruments  for  surveying,  in 
which  he  was  occupied  in  connection 
with  watch  and  clock  repairing,  till 
j the  close  of  his  life. 

He  always  took  great  interest  in 

■ music,  was  well  informed  in  thorough 
. base  and  its  framework  and  could 

present  it  with  great  clearness,  but 
; its  soul  he  never  could  express. 
; Worthy  of  notice  in  this  sketch 
f is  Addison,  the  sixth  son  of  the  fam- 
! ily. 

He  suffered  through  life  from  poor 
health  which  confined  him  to  a light 
vocation.  Therefore  he  took  up  that 
| of  shoemaking,  but  not  finding 
\ enough  in  it  for  mental  occupation, 
and  having  viewed  the  external  of  a 
\ locomotive  standing  upon  a railroad 
| track,  on  his  return  home  employed 
: his  leisure  in  an  effort  to  make  one. 

■ From  the  external  his  genius  readily 
\ suggested  what  the  interior  must 
l be.  Procuring  the  necessary  mate- 

I!  rial  soon  a complete  working  model 
about  six  iuches  long,  and  a track 
about  two  feet  in  diameter,  were  fin- 
. ished.  Tiring  of  his  present  condi- 
[ tion  he  packed  engine  and  track 
into  a hand  bag  and  departed  for  a 
; locomotive  factory  at  Lowell  or  Law- 
! rence,  immaterial  to  him  which, 
i Finding  one  lie  entered  the  counting 
* room  and  applied  for  employment; 
being  asked  if  he  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  a machine  shop,  he  an- 
swered no  but  had  a working  model 


and  a track  which  he  had  made  with- 
out help.  This  aroused  the  curios- 
ity of  the  agent  and  he  requested  to 
see  it.  Soon  it  was  steamed  up  and 
gracefully  spinning  around  the  track. 
The  agent  asked  his  terms  which 
were  his  board  till  more  could  be 
paid.  The  agent  desired  him  to 
follow  and  he  would  procure  him  a 
boarding  place,  which  done  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  factory.  At  the 
end  of  a year  he  was  receiving  full 
pay  and  put  upon  finishing  work. 
This  continued  till  the  second  year 
of  the  war  when  an  officer  came  into 
the  factory  inquiring  if  they  had  a 
hand  capable  of  constructing  an 
hydrostie  appliance  of  sufficient 
power  to  draw  two  foot  bolts  out  of 
oak  timber.  The  officer  was  from 
the  Boston  navy  yard,  where  they 
had  been  trying  to  accomplish  this 
work  and  had  failed. 

Addison  was  thought  to  be  capable 
and  was  applied  to ; he  said,  he 
would  try  if  lie  could  have  his  own 
way  and  do  all  the  work  himself. 

This  was  complied  with  and  within 
ten  days  the  machine  built,  working 
with  complete  success.  From 
thence,  for  a time,  he  was  employed 
by  the  government  adjusting  moni- 
tor engines.  Franklin,  the  seventh 
son,  iu  order  to  give  him  a better 
opportunity  to  develop  a musical 
talent  and  obtain  instruction,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  was  placed  iu  an 
excellent  family  of  a green  grocer 
and  iu  his  employ.  He  wras  soon 
placed  under  instruction  both  iu 
vocal  music  and  the  piano  forte, 
with  one  of  the  best  teachers  in 
Boston  to  receive  lessons  until  his 
twenty-fourth  year,  but  no  tuition 
was  required  of  him  the  last  four 
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years,  as  he  served  his  teacher  as 
solo  singer.  He  graduated  a profes- 
sor of  music.  In  the  Spring  of  his 
twenty-fourth  year  he  caught  cold 
and  from  the  effects  of  it,  in  the  Fall 
was  translated  to  a higher  sphere, 
which  he  pre-eminently  merited  by 
his  virtuous  and  moral  life. 

Enoch’s  family  leaves  male  issue 
in  the  third  generation  of  one, 
John’s  of  one  and  the  prospect  of 
only  one  .for  the  fourth.  Then  the 
inquiry  may  be  raised,  has  Enoch’s 
progeny  been  a failure?  Yes,  so  far 
as  continuing  the  name  is  concerned  ; 
but  to  the  public  weal  certainly  not, 
nor  to  themselves.  For  John’s  fam- 
ily, which  is  now  prominently  under 
consideration,  a family  of  seven 
boys  set  afloat  in  the  world  without 
the  helm  even  of  an  elementary 
education,  amidst  the  temptations  of 
their  surroundings,  not  one  of  them 
fell  into  vicious  habits,  nor  at  any 
time  in  their  lives  were  under  the 
influence  of  intoxicants,  or  partici- 
pants in  the  popular  vices;  but  each 
and  all  striving  to  supply  their  de- 
ficiencies of  early  schooling,  or  for 
the  love  of  stud}7  and  knowledge  and 
to  be  able  to  demonstrate  it  to  them- 
selves. Their  lack  of  an  ambition, 
seemingly  to  turn  it  to  a financial 
account,  would  suggest  that  their 
acquisitions  came  too  late  in  life, 
passed  its  ambitious  period  for  pub- 
lic notoriety.  Or  may  be,  by  virtue 
of  an  ante  natural  law,  certainly  in 
mechanics,  how  in  other  branches? 
Some  were  defective  in  metaphysics 
while  others  journeyed  on  to,  if  not 
through,  occult  science.  Was  it 
that  a part  adhered  to  a deductive 
process  of  investigation,  to  which  the 
Scotch  so  pretinaciously  cling  ? Or. 


with  others  by  the  inductive  method, 
either  instinctively  or  otherwise, 
adopted  even  in  boyhood? 


Note. 

Here  let  me  add  my  own  personal 
tribute  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Sam- 
uel MacKenzie.  I have  never  felt 
that  full  justice  has  been  done  his 
memory.  It  is  perhaps  little  wonder 
that  in  his  later  years  when  his  mind 
had  become  broken  by  reason  of  the 
infirmities  of  old  age,  poor,  old  and 
solitary,  that  to  the  younger  and 
more  unthinking  portion  of  the  com- 
munity he  should  have  become  some- 
what of  an  object  of  merriment. 
Then  he  thought  he  could  sing.  It 
did  seem  strange,  when  there  were 
so  many  things  he  could  do.  that  he 
might  almost  be  called  a genius,  that 
he  should  take  more  pride  in  his 
musical  ability  than  in  anything  else. 
This  was  one  of  the  strange  contra- 
dictions of  human  nature. 

But  years  ago,  when  in  his  prime, 
it  has  been  told  me  that  no  man  was 
more  respected  in  town  than  Mr. 
Samuel  MacKenzie.  He  represented 
Topsfield  in  the  legislature  in  1852 
and  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  in  1853-4-5  and  6. 

And  as  far  as  I personally  knew 
him  and  have  been  able  to  ascertain  ; 
Topsfield  was  amply  justified  in  her 
selection.  Peculiarities  he  bad  in- 
deed. His  opinions  often  had  the 
crudeness  of  the  solitary  student ; 
there  was  also  in  his  character  a cer- 
tain Scotch  obstinacy  aud  perversity 
of  opinion,  which  was  often  most 
trying  even  to  his  friends.  Never- 
theless, he  was,  I believe  in  moral 
character  and  religious  principle,  far 
above  the  ordinary  individual.  1 
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I find  it  difficult  to  put  in  words  just  not  help  it.  To  him  there  was  no 
'•  the  impression  which  in  this  respect  other  course.  It  is  a broad  state- 
| he  always  made  upou  me.  “Except  ment,  not  to  be  made  lightly,  yet  I 
jj  ye  become  as  little  children,  ye  can-  think  I am  justified  in  saying  that 
l not  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  Mr.  Samuel  MacKenzie  never  did  a 
f It  was  this  childlikeness,  this  sim-  mean  thing.  Surely  a worthy  de- 
| plicity  of  integrity,  which  I felt  in  scendent  of  the  Scottish  High- 
1 him.  I have  never  seen  it  in  the  landers. 

I same  degree  in  any  other  individual.  “Nowhere  beats  the  heart  so  kindly 
He  was  guileless,  honorable  and  As  beneath  the  tartan  plaid.  ” 
f high-minded,  simply  because  he  could  Marietta  Clark. 


| 
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[From  the  Historical  Collections  of  tiie  Essex  Institute 
Yol.  XXXII,  1890.] 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN 
TOPSFIELD. 


FROM  TIIE  BEGINNING  OF  TIIE  MINISTRY  OF  THE  REV.  DANIEL  BRECK, 
NOVEMBER  17,  1779,  UNTIL  THE  DISMISSAL  MAY  5,  1811, 

OF  THE  REV.  JAMES  F.  MCEWEN. 


COMMUNICATED  BY  GEO.  FES.  DOW. 


" On  the  17th  day  of  November,  1779,  Came  the  Rev11(i 

Chandler  of  Rowley  west  Parish ; and  the  Revlld 

George  Lesslie  of  Lyne  Brook  Parish  in  Ipswich.  And  the 
Revnd  Elizur  Ilolyoake,  Pastor  of  the  first  Parish  in  Box- 

ford.  And  the  Revnd Lothrop,  Pastor  of  the  Church 

of  the  Old  North,  (so  call1)  in  Boston,  and  the  Revml  John 
Treadwell  Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  Lynn,  and  the 
RevKd  Benja  Wadsworth  Pastor  of  the  first  Parish  in  Dan- 
vers, with  their  Delagates.  The  Solemnity  began  with 
Prayer.  Mr.  Treadwell  was  the  mouth  of  ye  Congregation. 
Mr Lothrop  Preached  the  Sermon  from  the  2nd  of  Co- 

rinthians, 4th  Chapter  & the  5th  verse  : — for  we  Preach 
not  our  Selves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  and  ourselves 
your  Servents,  for  Jesus  Sake.  Mr  Lesslie  gave  the  Charge. 
Mr  Ilolyoak  gave  the  Right  hand  of  fellowship.  Mr  Chand- 
ler Prayd.  After  wards  a Suitable  llyme  was  Sung,  and 
the  Blessing  given  and  the  Solemnity  Concluded.” 

CD 
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BAPTISMS. 

Isaac  Averel  his  Luke  Novr  21st,  1779. 

It  being  the  first  Child  ye  Revnd  Mr  Breck  Bap- 
tized after  his  Ordination 


Daniel  Boardman  his  John  “ 2S, 

A daughter  of  John  Boardman  by  yc  name  of  Eliza- 
beth “ “ 


A child  of  Dan1  Hood  by  ye  name  of  Elizabeth 

Feby 

G,  1780. 

A child  of  Jonathan  Chapman  of  Linebrook,  by  ye 

name  of  Jonathan  Perkins,  and 

April 

23, 

A child  of  Nathaniel  Fisk  by  ye  name  of  Lydia 

“ 

“ 

A child  of  David  Towne  by  ye  name  of  David 

it 

30, 

A child  of  Nathanael  Averill,  Junr  by  ye  name  of 

Ammi 

May 

7, 

A child  of  Stephen  Towne  by  ye  name  of  Hepsey 

i i 

21, 

A child  of  John  Gould  by  ye  name  of  David 

June 

18, 

A child  of  John  Perkins  by  y°  name  of  John 

July 

2d, 

A child  of  EbenT  Goodhue  by  ye  name  of  Samuel 

<( 

9, 

A child  of  Moses  Conant  by  ye  name  of  Lois 

“ 

16, 

A child  of  John  Balch  by  the  name  of  Rebekali 

August 

20, 

Humphrey,  a son  of  Israel  Clark  Junr 

l i 

27, 

Abigail,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Fisk 

Nov. 

26, 

James',  a son  of  Eleazer  Lake  Juur 

Jan>’ 

7,  1781. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Robert  Balch 

March 

25, 

Betty,  daughter  of  Oliver  Perkins 

April 

29, 

Daniel,  son  of  Ephraim  Towne  Junr 

“ 

“ 

Susannah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Towne  Junr 

June 

17, 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne 

July 

1st, 

John,  son  of  Will*11  Estie 

August 

12, 

Ruth,  daughter  of  Philemon  Foster  of  yc  Chh.  in 

Linebrook 

Sepr 

2, 

Moody,  son  of  Dan1  Clarke 

“ 

16, 

Bishop,  son  of  Daniel  Boardman 

Nov. 

11, 

Mary,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Smith 

“ 

18, 

Bccca,  daughter  of  John  Gould 

Feby 

10,  1782. 

Lydia,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Averell 

March 

25, 

Ebenezer,  son  of  Nathanael  Fisk 

April 

14, 

Matte,  daughter  of  Moses  Conant  of  Linebrook 

May 

5, 

Amos,  a sou  & 

Hitte,  a daughter  of  John  Gould  Junr 

Aug1 

4, 

Sara,  daughter  of  David  Towne  and 

Allen,  a son  & 

Polly,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Porter 

Oct. 

6, 
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Stephen,  a son  of  Stepn  Towne 

Oct. 

27,  1782. 

Polly,  a daughter  & 

Daniel,  a son  of  Daniel  Dodge 

Nov. 

10, 

and  also 

Rebekah,  daughter  of  Zacclieus  Gould  Junr 

“ 

“ 

Anna,  daughter  of  Zacclieus  Gould  Junr 

March 

2,  1783. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cree  and 

William,  sou  of  Philip  McKensie 

April 

20, 

Billy,  son  of  Oliver  Perkins,  and 

Stephen,  son  of  Nathanael  Smith 

May 

4, 

Rachel,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne  Junr 

June 

22, 

Ruth,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Towne  Junr 

July 

20, 

Sally,  daughter  of  Samuel  Fisk 

August 

3, 

Nabby  & 

Rlioda,  daughters  of  David  Hobbs 

“ 

17, 

Jacob,  son  of  Benja11  Perley 

Sep. 

21, 

Ruth,  daughter  of  John  Gould  Junr 

28, 

Moses  Perley,  son  of  Daniel  Clarke 

Janr 

4,  1784. 

Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Boardman 

it 

18, 

Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Hood 

Febr 

8th, 

Miriam,  wife  of  Cap1  Nehemiah  Herrick,  and 

their 

children  in  the  following  order  : 

Polly,  a daughter 
Hannah,  a daughter 
Joseph,  a son, 

Edy,  a daughter 
Nehemiah,  a son 

The  above  were  baptized  at  Cap1  Herrick’s  house 
on  account  of  his  wife’s  weak  & declining  state, 
She  was  at  the  same  time  received  into  full  com- 


munion 

FebJ' 

9, 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Averill 

April 

2, 

Dilly,  daughter  of  Robert  Balcli 

May 

1G, 

David,  sou  to  Nathana1  Fisk 

June 

G, 

John,  sou  to  John  Dwinell 

Agust 

1st, 

Nathanael,  son  to  Philemon  Foster  of  New  Boston 

Octr 

^ » 

Joseph,  son  to  David  Towrne 

Novr 

7th, 

Sara,  Daughter  to  Eleazer  Lake  Junr 

“ 

28, 

Elizabeth,  Daughter  to  Zacheus  Gould  Junr 
Mcliitabcl,  daughter  to  Joseph  Crec  & 

March 

20,  1785 

Mehitabel  daughter  to  Benja"1  Emmerson, 

April 

3d, 

Samuel  Son  to  Samuel  Gould 

Elizabeth  daughter  to  Philemon  Foster  of  y°  Chli.  in 

‘ 4 

24, 

Linebrook 

May 

00,1 

■,  ' ' ;i':  ■: 
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George,  Son  to  David  Hobbs 

July 

31,  1785. 

Sara,  Daughter  to  Joseph  Towne  and 

John  Son  to  Philip  McKensie 

Aug1 

21, 

Jacob,  Soli  to  Oliver  Perkins 

Sep1 

11, 

John  Son  to  John  Gould 

“ 

25, 

Elijah  Son  to  Stephen  Towne  and 

Polly  daughter  to  Elisha  Perkins 

OctT 

2d, 

Betsy,  Daughter  to  Stephen  Pearly  and 

Molly  Daughter  to  Daniel  Gould 

“ 

9, 

Will111  Son  to  Moses  Conant  of  Linebrook 

“ 

1G, 

Ebenezer,  Son  to  Daniel  Dodge 

Nov. 

6, 

Mary,  Daughter  and 

Ezra,  Son  to  Ezra  Perkins 

<< 

“ 

Jacob,  Son  to  Jacob  Towne  Junr 

<( 

“ 

Jere& 

Francis  sons  & 

Dorothy  a daughter  to  Benjm  Hood 

“ 

20, 

Benja™  son  to  Benjam  Emerson 

“ 

27, 

Nathaniel,  son  to  Ezra  Perkins 

Jan>' 

29,  1786. 

Betsey,  Daughter  to  Dan1  Boardman 

March 

19, 

Benjamin,  son  to  Robert  Perkins  3d 

“ 

“ 

Polly,  Daughter  to  Abraham  Hobbs 

April 

9, 

Betsey,  Daughter  to  Robert  Batch 

“ 

( 4 

Moses,  son  to  Nathan1  Averill 

June 

26, 

Mehitebel,  daughter  to  Thomas  Foster  of  Linebrook 

Decern. 

3, 

Joseph,  son  to  Joseph  Towne 

at  his  house  the  child  being  dangerously  sick 

Febv 

1,  1787. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  to  Daniel  Brec-k 

“ 

“ 

Lucy,  daughter  to  Sam1  Gould 

March 

11, 

Fanny,  daughter  to  Stephen  Peiiey 

i c 

18, 

Nathan  Ames  & 

Abraham,  sons  to  Abraham  Foster  Junr 

April 

15, 

Prisee,  daughter  to  Stephen  Perkins  Juiir 

by  ye  Rev'1  Mr  Holyoke 

June 

10, 

Luke,  son  to  David  Towne 

24, 

Nabby,  Daughter  to  David  Perkins  Junr 

July 

15, 

Jacob,  Daughter  (son)  to  John  Dwinncll 

Scpr 

30, 

lluldali,  Daughter  to  Zacli*  Gould  Junr 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Frisbic 

Nov. 

11, 

Mary,  Daughter  to  Thos  Porter 

Deceui. 

o 
~ ) 

Edward  Allen  Son  to  Ditto 

Jany 

27,  1788. 

Daniel,  Son  to  Daniel  Brock 

Febrv 

17, 

Nabby,  Daughter  to  Abra,n  Foster  Junr 

«< 

24, 

■'■US'  b 


• 

'• 

. 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD.  5 


Daniel, 

Aaron, 

Mary, 

John, 

Moses, 

Ezra, 

children  of  Aaron  Kneeland 

1 

1 

March 

i 

2,  1788. 

i 

■ 

Sarah,  dan: 

"liter  to  David  Perkins  Junr 

< < 

30, 

Amos,  son  to  Robert  Perkins  Junr 

April 

13, 

Nehemiali, 

son  to  Aaron  Kueeland 

May 

18, 

Lydia  Daughter  to  John  Gould  Junr 

July 

6, 

Susanna  Daughter  to  abraham  Hobbs 

Oct. 

12, 

May  26,  1788.  "The  Chh.  met,  & having  attended  to 
the  renewal  of  the  pastor’s  request  for  a dismission,  con- 
sented to  it,  & voted  an  acceptance  of  what  the  Com’ttee 
had  prepared  as  a recommendation.  They  then  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  Mr  Jacob  Kimball  as  Clerk,  to  record  the 
votes  of  the  Chh.  and  having  in  a very  affectionate  & sol- 
emn manner  united  in  prayer,  the  pastor  & brethren, 
parted.” 

"Tops field,  November  12th,  1789.  This  day  convened 
the  Reverend  Gentlemen  before  requested  to  sit  in  coun- 
cil, (Mr  Oliver  excepted)  with  the  delegates  of  their 
churches,  & ordained  M1'  Asaliel  Huntington  to  the  pas- 
toral office  in  this  place. 

Mr  Nott  [of  Franklin,  Conn.]  made  the  introductory 
prayer — Mr  Hart  [of  Preston,  Conn.]  Preached  a sermon 
from  Ileb.  12th  1st  " Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  com- 
passed about  with  so  great  a cloud  of  witnesses” — Mr 
Smith  [of  Middleton]  made  the  consecrating  prayer — Mr 
Cieaveland  [of  Ipswich]  gave  the  charge — Mr  Holyoke 
[of  Boxford]  gave  the  right  hand  of  Fellowship — Mr  Dana 
[of  Ipswich]  made  the  concluding  prayer.” 


: 


17th,  1700. 

28», 


Esther,  daughter  to  Robert  Perkins  .Tunr 
Zacehous,  .son  to  Zacehous  (Jould  ,Jr 


Jan. 

Feb. 
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Sally,  Daugter  of  Stephen  Perley 

Lucy,  Daughter  to  Benjn  Emerson,  Boxford, 

Lucy  Kimball  Perley,  Daughter  to  Solomon  Perley 
of  Boxford  offered  for  Baptism  by  Mr  Jacob 
Kimball  grandfather  to  yc  child, 

Nathaniel,  Son  to  Daniel  Bordman 
Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Porter 
John,  a Sou  of  Abraham  Foster  Junr 
Asa,  son  of  Aaron  Ivneeland 
David,  son  of  John  Gould 
David,  son  of  David  Perkins 
Allen,  Son  of  Robert  Balch  * 

Jacob,  son  of  John  Hood  Junr 
Hannah  Potter,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins 
Elijah,  son  of  Thomas  Porter 
Ira,  a son,  & 

Sally,  a Daughter  of  Daniel  Porter 
Humphrey,  a son  of  Zac  Gould  Jur 
A child  of  Daniel  Bordmans 
Samuel,  Son  of  Aaron  Ivneeland 
Asa,  son  of  Samuel  Gould 
Patty,  Daughter  of  John  Gould 
Nehemiah,  son  of  Neliemiah  Cleaveland 

of  Stephen  Perkins 

Bradstreet,  sou  of  Benjamin  Emerson 
Cynthia  Cummings,  Daughter  of  ye 
Revd  Joseph  Cummings  Disceascd 
By  yc  ■wife  of  Robert  Perkins  Jimr 
John,  Son  of  Ezra  Perkins 
John,  Son  of  John  Ilood  Junr 
Samuel,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Eunice,  Daughter  of  Aaron  Conant 
Aaron,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Aletlica,  Daughter  of  Asahel  Huntington 
Neliemiah,  Son  of  Robert  Perkins  Junr 
Benjamin,  Son  of  Jacob  Towne  Jnnr 
John,  Son  of  Zacclieus  Gould 
Ester,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Gould 
Stephen,  Son  of  Stephen  Perkins 
Mary,  Daughter  of  Elisha  Perkins 


Feb.  28th,  1790. 


Octr 

17th 

“ 

31st 

Jan. 

9th 

Feb. 

13th 

“ 

27th 

March 

27th 

Augst  20th 


( ; <4 


Jan. 

1st, 

Aug*1 

5‘h, 

Oct1 

7th, 

« 

28th, 

June  1793. 


Augst 

Sept. 


Octr 


March  1794. 
April 


May  1795. 


Clarissa  & 


Bcstsy,  Daughters  of  Cornelius  Gould  Augst 

Anna  & 


Ruth,  Twins,  Daughters  of  John  Hood  Jr 


- . ■ I'J  ' f ■ .'V 
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Benjamin,  Son  of  Joseph  Cree 
Elisabeth,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Cree 
John,  a son  of  Joseph  Cree 
Nathaniel,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Elisabeth,  Daughter  of  Ezra  Perkins 
John,  Soil  of  John  Gould  Jr 

William  Addle,  Baptized,  offered  by  Eliezer  Lake 

Elisha,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

Betsy,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins 

Humphry,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 

William,  Son  of  Mr.  Tenny 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Robert  Perkins  Jr 

William  Neal,  Son  of  Nehemiah  Cleav eland  Esq 

David,  Son  of  John  Hood  Jr 

William  Porter,  Son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 

Asahel,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Deac.  John  Gould 

Joseph  Porter,  son  of  Cornelius  Gould 

Eleazer,  Son  of  Zaccheus  Gould 

Sally,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Gould 

Richard,  a son  of  John  Hood  Jr 

Hezekiah,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

Mercy,  Daughter  of  David  Perkins  Jr 

Sarah,  Daughter  of  Moses  Avercll  deceased 

Lydia  ^ 

Phebe  j-  Daughters  of  Moses  Bradstreet 
Cynthia  J 
Mary,  Dau 


rhtcr  of  John  Hood  Jr 


1 


}■  Children  of  David  & Ilitty  Cummings 


David 
Nabby 
Samuel 
Pamela 
Sylvester 
Hiram  J 
Moses  ^ 

llaffield  V Children  of  Simon  Gould  J* 
Sally  i 

Mary,  Daughter  of  John  Batch 
Charles 
Polly 
Wesley 
Irena 
III  ram 
Phebe 
Anna 


V Children  of  Thomas  Perkins 


Daughters  of  John  Batchelder  .Jr 


Eeby 

8th, 

April 

1st, 

May 

15th, 

Oct. 

20th, 

Sept. 

17th, 

Octr 

7th, 

Janr 

IP1', 

May 

20th, 

June 

August 

June 

July 

August  2Gth, 

Novr 

24  th, 

August  17th, 

Octr 

5 th, 

c < 

12th, 

Novr 

SO11', 

March 

29 

May 

31st, 

Aug"1 


Septr 


1790. 

1797. 

1798. 

1799. 
1S00. 


1S01. 


- 

: • . : 


' 
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Daughters  of  Thom5  Foster 


Daughters  of  Jonas  Merriam 


William,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 
Cynthia,  Daughter  of  Eli  Brown 
Eunice,  Daughter  of  Moses  Brudstreet 
Sarah,  Daughter  of  John  Balch 
Fanny,  Daughter  of  Cornelius  Gould 
Eunice,  Daughter  of  Zaccheus  Gould 
Mary,  Daughter  of  N.  Cleaveland  Esqr 
Auna 
Lydia 
Sally 
Phebe 
Polly 

Robert,  Son  of  Robert  Lake 
Hannah,  Daughter  of  Robert  Lake 
Hitty 
Polly 

Thomas  Wendal  Durant,  a boy  indented  til  of  age 
to  Jonas  Merriam 

Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  Aseliel  Huntington 
Mrs.  Lucy  Friend  & 

Sally  Friend,  Daughter  of  Lucy 
Richard,  Son  of  John  Hood 
Polly,  Daughter  of  Sam1  Gould 
Samuel  White,  Son  of  Simon  Gould 
Jonas,  Son  of  Jouas  Merriam  & Mehitablehis  Wife 
Rutliy 

Hezekiah  Balch 
Rebecca 
Robert 
Mary 

Jane  Searl,  Daughter  of  Th 0111s  Tenny 

John  & ) twin  Sons  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveland  1 

Ebenezer  ) 

Benjamin  Conant,  son  of  David  Perkins 
Jacob  Perkins,  son  of  Jacob  Towne  3d 
John,  a son  of  John  Perkins 
John  Capcn,  Son  of  John  Balch 
George,  Son  of  John  Ilood 
Elijah,  Son  of  Simon  Gould 
Elijah  Perkins,  Son  of  Zcbulon  Ferkius 
Elisha  Lord,  son  of  Nehemiah  Cleaveland  Esqr 
John,  a son  of  John  Wright  deceased 
Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne  3rd 
Jonathan  Knowlton,  son  of  Thus  Perkins  Jur 
George,  son  of  John  Ilood 


Octr  4th,  1801. 


Nov. 


May 


July 


18th, 

1st, 

29th, 

9th,  1802. 


August  15th, 


Scptr 
Novr 
< < 

April 

June 


2Gth, 

14th, 

3d,  1803. 

10th, 

12f\ 


Children  of  John  Perkins  & Sarah 
his  Wife 


Septr 

25th, 

March  12th,  [1S04.] 

May 

13th, 

“ 

27th, 

June 

lGth,  1805. 

“ 

23d, 

Octr 

5th, 

Decembr  1st, 

May 

7th,  180G. 

Septr 

7th, 

Oct.r 

2G*h, 

Jany 

lGth,  1807. 

July 

5 th, 

, 

* 
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Neheniiah,  son  of  JolmBalch 

Ezra,  son  of  Jacob  Towne  Junior  June 

Thorndike  Osgood,  son  of  Simon  Gould  Octr 

Lucy,  Daughter  of  John  Hood  Septr 

Baptized  the  Children  of  Daniel  Wildes  & 

Euni[e]e  his  Wife  By  the  following  names,  viz: — 

Joshua 

Sally 

Thomas 

Israel 


Mehitable  Novr 

William  Porter,  son  of  Amos  Gallop  # Sept. 

Stephen  Perkins,  son  of  Edward  Ilammond  Lately 

deceased  Septr 

Sarah  Manning,  adult,  Daughter  of  John  Manning 

esq.  of  Ipswich  Jan. 


12,  1808. 
23d, 

24th,  1809. 


lGth, 

30th, 


1811. 
31st,  1812. 


Reverend  Asahel  Huntington  died  April  22cl  1813,  aged 
52  years,  one  month  and  live  days,  " after  having  served  as 
the  affectionate,  faithful  and  beloved  Pastor  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  Topsfield  twenty  two  years  and  five  months — 
his  praise  was  in  the  Churches.” 


Children  of  Samuel  Todd 


Elisabeth 
Lydia 
Samuel 
Aletliea 

Louisa,  adult  daughter  of  Jonas  Warren 
Caleb  Kimball,  adult 
Sarah 
Parker 
Harriet 
Charles 
Lucinda 
Adeline 
John  Peabody  jun.  adult 
Widow  Elisabeth  Waite 

Augustine  Syiuonds  son  of  John  Peabody  jun. 
William  ^ 


Children  of  Jonas  & Sarah  Warren 


Elizabeth  j 


Children  of  Widow  Elisabeth  Waite 


July  17th,  1815. 

Septr  21st,  1817. 

Novr  9th, 

“ 23d, 

May  31st,  1818. 


' 
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Lydia  Bradstrect,  daughter  of  Nebemiah  & Lydia 
Perkins 

John,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Todd  June 

Rebecca  Gallup,  adult  Novr 

Sarah 
Caroline 
Elisabeth 
Thomas 

by  Revd  Isaac  Bramin 

Children  of  Benjamin  and  Re- 
becca Perkins  Aug. 


Benjamin  Franklin 

Rebecca 

Lucy  Ann 


1 Children  of  Thomas  Perkins  jum  and 
Sarah  his  wife 


1st,  1817. 
1st,  1818. 


8th,  1819. 


"The  town  having  concurred  with  the  chh.  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  day  for  the  ordination  of  Rodney  Gove 
Dennis,  an  ecclesiastical  Council  met  at  Topsfield  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  4,  1820,  agreeably  to  letters  missive 
from  the  chh.  in  Topsfield,  requesting  them  to  assist  in 
ordaining  Mr.  Rodney  Gove  Dennis  over  them  as  their 
Pastor. 


Present  Pastors  Delegates 

Chh.  in  Hambleton, Br.  Whipple, 

South  Chh.  Ipswich,  Rev.  Dr.  Dana,  Br.  Day, 

First  Chh.  Do,  Rev.  David  Kimball,  Br.  MosesLord, 
FirstChh.  Danvers,  Rev.  Dr. Wadsworth,  Br.  Putnam, 
Sec.  Chh.  Rowley,  Rev.  Isaac  Braman,  Br.  Adams, 
First  Chh.  Box  ford,  Rev.  David  Briggs,  Br.  Perley, 

Chh.  in  N.  Ipswich, 

N.  H.,  Rev.  Richard  Hall, 


Chh.  in  Ncwbury- 

port, Br.  Pcttengal, 

Chh.  in  Middleton, Br.  Symomls, 

The  council  being  organized,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Dana, 
D.D.,  was  chosen  moderator,  & the  Rev.  I.  Braman, 


Scribe. 


. 
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The  moderator  addressed  the  throne  of  grace.  Docu- 
ments were  then  read  testifying  the  call  from  the  chh.  & 
people  in  Topsfield  to  Mr.  Dennis,  & his  answer  in  the 
affirmative  to  the  same.  The  candidate  then  being  exam- 
ined, it  was  voted  unanimously,  that  the  council  are 
satisfied  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  chh.  & 
Town  relative  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  D.  & also  with 
his  qualifications  as  to  piety  & knowledge  for  the  sacred 
ministry;  & that  they  will  proceed  to  ordain  him  as  soon 
as  may  be  over  the  ciih.  & people  in  this  place. 

Voted,  That  Rev.  Mr.  Braman  make  in.  prayer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hall  preach  the  sermon. 

Rev.  Dr.  Dana  make  ordaining  prayer. 

Rev.  Dr.  Wadsworth  [make]  charge. 

Rev.  Mr.  Briggs  [give]  Rt.  Hand. 

Rev.  Mr.  Kimball  address  the  chh. 

& conclude  by  prayer. 

* Voted,  to  proceed  at  J past  10  oclock.” 


Calvin  ] 

Elizabeth  f Children  of  William  & Elizabeth  Co- 

Ruth  f nant  Nov. 

Louis  J 

Nehemiah,  son  of  Nehemiali  & Lydia  Ferkins,  April 

Mary,  daughter  of  Rodney  G.  & Mary  Dennis,  Jan. 

Mary,  infant  daughter  of  Sami  & Lydia  Todd,  March 

Mary  Elizabeth,  infant  daughter  of  John  & Mary 
Perkins, 

Abigail,  infant  daughter  of  Thomas  & Sarah  Fer- 
kins, Nov. 

Fhebe  Wildes,  infant  daughter  of  Nehemiali  & Lydia 

Ferkins,  Dec. 

Theodosia  Dennis,  infant  daughter  of  R.  G.  & M.  P. 

Dennis,  May 

Elizabeth  Ashby,  infant  daughter  of  Benja.  & Re- 
becca Perkins,  June 


10,  1820. 

20,  1821. 
20,  1S22. 
3, 

10, 

22 

18,  1823. 

1, 


* No  further  record  appears  of  the  proceedings  of  the  ordination. 


' 

. 

i 
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Thomas  Emerson,  infant  child  of  James  & Lydia 


Stearns  of  Salem, 

June 

15,  1823, 

Ruth  Gould,  daughter  of  Joseph  Gould, 

Ruth  Gould,  infant  daughter  of  Dea.  Sami.  & Lydia 

July 

13, 

Todd, 

Aug. 

10, 

John  Brown,  child  of  Capt.  John& Peabody, 

July 

4,  1824 

Jesse  Appleton  & 

Jane  Abigail,  infant  children  of  R.  G.  & M.  P. 


Dennis, 

ii 

18, 

David  Peabody,  son  of  John  & Lydia  Peabody, 

Aug. 

15, 

Austin,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  & Lydia  Perkins, 

“ 

tc 

Benjamin,  infant  child  of  Sam’l  & Lydia  Todd, 
Mary  Jane,  infant  daughter  of  Thomas  & Sarah 

Dec. 

2G, 

Perkins, 

Eunice  Cummings,  infant  daughter  of  William  and 

July 

10, 

1825. 

Elizabeth  Conant,  [Lyndebrook] 

“ 

“ 

Rodney,  infant  child  of  R.  G.  & M.  P.  Dennis,  April 

Moses  Bradstreet,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  & Lydia 

2 
w } 

182G. 

Perkins 

Aug. 

20, 

Mrs.  Eliza,  wife  of  Mr.  Elisha  Perkins  Jr. 

Edward  Augustus,  infant  child  of  Bcnja.  & Rebecca 

Oct. 

1, 

Perkins, 

May 

13, 

1S27. 

Joel  Rogers,  son  of  Mr.  John  Peabody, 

July 

22 

Josiah,  son  of  late  Capt.  Eben’r  Peabody 
Hiram  Kneeland,  and 
Cynthia  Hobbs,  and 

Rhoda  Cummings,  children  of  Mr.  George  & Mrs. 

< < 

cc 

Mary  Hobbs, 

“ 

29, 

Joseph,  infant  child  of  R.  G.  Dennis, 

Ruth  Lamson,  infant  child  of  Nehemiah  & Lydia 

April 

13, 

1828. 

Perkins, 

“ 

“ 

Mehitable,  infant  child  of  Dea.  S.  Todd 

Esther  Wildes,  infant  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Stone, 

May 

4, 

M.D. 

May 

3, 

1829. 

Rev.  Rodney  G.  Dennis  upon  his  own  request  was  dis- 
missed from  the  pastoral  oflicc  in  Topslield  by  a Council 
of  Churches  held  May  6,  1829.  The  relations  existing 
between  Church  and  pastor  were  dissolved  on  May  18, 
1829. 


- 
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Edward  Parker,  infant  son  of  Revd  Rodney  G. 

Dennis  and  Mary  P.  Dennis  was  baptised  by 
the  father  of  the  child  April  25th,  1830. 

Attest,  N.  Cleaveland,  Clerk. 


Rev.  James  F.  McEwen  formerly  settled  over  the 
Church  in  Bridport,  Vermont,  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
Church  in  Topsfield  on  May  5,  1830.  Nine  churches  were 
represented  by  pastor  and  delegate  in  the  ecclesiastical 
council. 


William  Gunnison  on  his  own  account  Sept. 

Huldah  Pike  (wife  of  Benja.  P.  Jr.)  her  own  ac- 
count ‘ ‘ 

Susan  Cummings  Jr.  her  own  account  “ 

Alpheus  Justus  Pike  & 

Aletliina  Philena  Pike,  on  account  of  Huldah,  wife 

of  Benja  Pike  Jr.  Octr. 

William  Bradstreet  on  his  own  account  Novr 

Ebenezer  Peabody  “ “ “ “ “ 

Perley  Balch  Jr.  “ “ “ “ “ 

Benjamin  Ilowe  “ “ “ “ “ 

Thomas  Furgison  “ “ “ “ “ 

Abigail  Wildes  (wife  of  Humphrey  W)  her  own 

account  “ 

Susan  Cummings  (widow)  on  her  own  account  “ 

Priscilla  Bradstreet  (widow)  on  her  own  account  “ 

Mary  Perkins  (Dau.  of  Elisha)  on  her  own  account  “ 
Huldah  W.  Perkins  (Dau.  of  Elijah)  on  her  own  ac- 
count 

William  Thomas  Gunnison 
Elisha  Washington  Gunnison 
Mary  Ann  Gunnison 
John  Harrington  Gunnison 
Daniel  Lungrecn  Gunnison 
Lydia  Smith  Gunnison 
Lucy  Elizabeth  Gunnison 
William  Rea  on  his  own  account  Jan-V 

Israel  Rea  Jr.  “ “ “ “ “ 


Children  baptized 
on  account  of  their 
father  Wm  Gunnison  DecT 


5,  1830. 


24, 

7, 


2,  1831. 


. 


' 
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Dudley  Perkins  on  his  own  account 
Amos  Perkins  Jr.  “ “ “ “ 

Lucy  Peabody  (Dau.  of  Widow  Mercy)  her  own 
account 

Mary  Ann  Peabody  (Dau.  same)  her  own  account 
Mary  Cook  her  own  account 
Sarah  Brown  “ “ “ 

Eunice  Iv.  Adams  (wife  of  Moody)  her  own  account 
Mary  Ann  Balch  (wife  of  Neliemiah)  her  own  ac- 
count 

Dolly  Pike  (Dau.  of  Benja.)  her  own  account 
Eunice  Balch  (Dau.  of  Perley)  “ “ 

Abigail  Perkins  (Dau.  of  Elijah)  “ “ “ 

Bartholomew  Conant  on  his  own  account 

John  Lamson  “ “ “ “ 

John  Conant  Jr.  “ “ “ “ 

Benjamin  Pike  Jr.  “ “ “ “ 

Nathaniel  Wells  “ “ “ “ 

Humphrey  Balch  “ “ “ “ 

Sarah  Balch  (wife  of  Perley)  her  own  account 
Mercy  Rea  (wife  of  John)  “ “ “ 

Eunice  Bradstrcet  (wife  of  Wm)  her  own  account 
Mercy  Peabody  (Dau.  of  Wid.  Mercy)  her  own  ac- 
count 

Elizabeth  Peabody  (Dau.  of  Wid.  Mercy)  her  own 
account 

Porter  Brad  street  on  his  own  account 
Nancy  Towne  (wife  of  Dan1)  her  own  account 
Mchitable  Br[a]dstrcet  (wife  of  Porter)  her  own 
account 

Eunice  Stiles  her  own  account 
Lucy  Gile  “ “ “ 

Eliza  Bradstrcet  (Daughter  of  Dudley)  her  own  ac- 
count 

Sarah  Bradstrcet  (Daughter  of  Dudley)  her  own 
account 

Ruth  Rea  (Daughter  of  Israel)  her  own  account 
Abigail  Bradstrcet  (Daughter  of  William)  her  own 
account 

Sarah  Bradstrcet  (wife  of  John)  her  own  account 
Asalicl  Huntington  Todd,  on  account  of  Father 
Dea.  Sam1  Todd 

Caleb  Kimball  Perkins,  on  account  of  Parents  Na- 
thaniel & Judith  Perkins 


Jany 


March 


i€ 


May 


July 


2,  1831. 


G, 


L 


3, 


17, 


' 

■ 

' 
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Children  on  account 
of  their  father  John 
Lamson 


Josiah  Bridge  Lamson 
Alathea  Huntington  Lamson 
Mercy  Perkins  Lamson 
Mary  Ann  Lamson 

Priscilla  Augusta  Lamson  Lamson  Aug1 

John  Augustus  Lamson 
Elbridge  Fiske  Perkins  4 

Rodney  Dennis  Perkins  | Children  on  account  of 
Lydia  Phippen  Perkins  l their  parents  Dudly  & 

Dudly  Quincy  Perkins  I Sarah  Perkins  “ “ 

Mary  Elizabeth  Perkins  j 

Ann  Maria  Lake  ^ Children  on  account  of 

John  Batchelder  Lake  l their  Mother  Phebe,  the 

Silas  Page  Lake  J wife  of  Silas  Lake  “ “ 

Robert  Channell  on  his  own  account  Sept1'  4, 

Hannah  Balch  (Dau.  of  David  B.)  her  own  account  “ “ 

Sally  Balch  (Dau.  of  David  B.)  “ “ 

Elizabeth  Cynthia  Andrews,  on  account  of  her 

mother  the  wife  of  Joseph  Andrews  “ 18, 

Elizabeth  Day  Bradstreet,  on  account  of  her  mother 

widow1  Priscilla  Bradstreet  “ “ 

Ruth  Esther  Gould  Perkins,  on  account  of  her 
Mother  Lydia  Perkins,  wife  of  Nehemiali  Pcr- 
kius,  October  1G, 

John  Dwinnel 
David  Holt  Dwinnel 
Sarah  Perkins  Dwinnel 
Louisa  Richards  Dwinnel 
Hiphzibah  Sophia  Dwinnel 
Esther  Meliitable  Dwinnel 
Willard  Adolphus  Dwinnel  J 

Priscilla  Lamson  (wife  of  John)  on  her  owrn  ac- 
count Novr 

Hannah  Perkins  (wife  of  David)  on  her  own  ac- 
count “ 

Lois  Moore  (wife  of  Thomas)  on  her  own  account  “ 

Abignil  W.  Kimball  (wife  of  Benja)  on  her  own  ac- 
count “ 

Abigail  Wildes  (Daughter  of  Humphry)  on  her  owrn 
account  “ 

Harriet  Towno  (Daughter  of  Jacob  3d)  on  her  own 

account  “ 

Israel  Gallup  on  his  own  account  Jany 

Abraham  T.  Pierce  “ “ “ 


1 


Children  on  account 
of  their  mother  Louisa 
Dwinnel  wife  of  John 
D. 


1831. 


1832. 


Jaoos 
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Richard  Phillips  on  his  own  account  Jany 

Joseph  Phillips  “ “ “ 

Betsy  Gould  (Dan.  of  Joseph)  on  her  own  account  “ 
Mary  J.  Phillips  (Dan.  of  Richard)  “ “ “ 

Sarah  Phillips  (Dan.  of  Richard)  “ “ “ 

Mehi[t]able  Balch  (Dau.  of  Perlcy)  “ “ “ 

Lj’di a Peabody  (wife  of  John)  £i  “ “ 

Mary  Cross  “ “ “ 

Mary  Munday  (wife  of  Wrn)  “ “ “ 

Elizabeth  Gallup  (wife  of  Israel)  “ “ “ 

Lydia  B.  Emerson  (widow)  “ “ “ 

Harriet  J.  Emerson  (Dau.  of  Widow  L.)  on  her 

own  account  ' “ 

Lois  R.  Carter  (wife  of  Sylvester)  on  her  own 

account  “ 

Lydia  Bradstreet  (Dau.  of  Cap*.  Dudley)  on  her 

own  account  “ 

Anstiss  P.  Balch  (Dau.  of  David)  on  her  own  account  “ 
Benjamin  P.  Adams  on  his  own  account  March 

Eunice  B.  Wells  on  her  own  account  “ 

Mary  Ann  Cummings  (Daughter  of  Widow'  Susan 

C.)  on  her  owm  account  “ 

Sally  M.  Munday,  Daughter  of  Wm,  her  own  ac- 
count “ 

Betsey  Gould  (Daughter  of  Andrew  G.)  her  own  ac- 
count “ 

Benjamin  Adams  on  his  own  acconnt  May 

Lydia  Smith  on  her  own  account  “ 

Lucy  M.  Wilkins  “ “ 

Elizabeth  C.  Wilkins  “ “ “ “ “ 

Gustavus  Dorman  Pike  on  account  of  his  parents 

Benj&.  Jr.  & Iluldah  Pike  July 

Abigail  Kimball  McEwen,  on  account  of  her  parents 
(by  adoption)  lievd  Jas.  F.  & Harriet  C.  Mc- 
Ewren  “ 

Frederick  Perlcy  on  his  own  account  “ 

Sarah  Abigail  Perkins  \ on  account  of  tlicir  mother 
David  Perkius  / Hannah,  wife  of  David  P.  “ 

Mary  Ann  Whiting  Moore,  on  account  of  her  mother 

Lois  Moore  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Septr. 

Edwin  D.  Sanborn  on  his  own  account  July 

Arner  Averell  on  her  own  account  “ 

Benjamin  Flavius  Pike,  on  account  of  his  parents 
BenjR  Jr.  &.  Iluldah  Pike  “ 


1,  1832. 


4, 


G. 


15, 

16, 

7,  1833. 


. 
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Dudley  Bradstreet  . On  acount  of  their  mother 

John  Bradstreet  l Sarah  Bradstreet,  the  wife 

Israel  Rea  Bradstreet  j of  John  Bradstreet  October  20,  1833. 

Thomas  Franklin  Ferguson  on  account  of  his  parents 

Thus.  & Huldah  Ferguson  “ “ 

Caroline  L.  Hart  on  her  own  account  Janr  5,  1834. 

Mary  Ann  Perkins  on  account  of  her  mother,  Han- 
nah, the  wife  of  David  Perkins  July  13, 

Susan  Alzea  Stone  on  account  of  her  father  Doetr. 


Jer.  Stone  “ 

Arathusa  Elizabeth  Pike  on  account  of  her  parents 

Benja.  Jr.  & Huldah  Pike  Augt. 

Ebenezer  Peabody  on  account  of  his  parents  Eben- 

ezer  & Abigail  Peabody  June 

Edwin  Augustine  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father 
Augustine  S.  Peabody  “ 

Jacob  Symonds  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father 

Augustine  S.  Peabody  July 

George  Winslow  Dwinnel,  on  account  of  his  mother 

Louisa,  the  wife  of  John  Dwinnel  Octr. 

Moses  Wildes  Stone  on  account  of  his  father  Doctr. 

Jeremiah  Stone  Novr 

Josiah  Peabody  Perkins  'j  on  account  of  their 
l parents  Dudly  & Sarah 

Samuel  Webster  Perkins  J Perkins  Septr. 

Edward  Hammond  Ferguson  \ on  account  of  parents 

[ Thomas  & Huldah 

Ruth  Abigail  Ferguson  J Ferguson  “ 

Harriet  Elizabeth  Bathink  on  her  own  account  July 
Lucy  Foster  on  her  own  account  Septr. 

Elias  Putnam  Peabody  on  account  of  his  Parents 

Ebenezer  & Abigail  Peabody  “ 

George  Cowls  Perkins  on  account  of  his  Parents 

Nathaniel  Jr.  & Lucy  Perkins  “ 

Charlotte  W.  Taplin  on  her  own  account  Jan? 

Betsey  Perkins,  wife  of  Amos  P.  on  her  own  ac- 
count March 

Betsey  Gould  wife  of  Tho*  G.  on  her  own  account  “ 
Ilatmah  P.  Bradstreet  dau.  of  Porter,  on  her  own 

account  “ 

Thomas  L.  Lane  on  his  own  account  “ 

Robert  S.  Perkins  “ “ “ “ “ 

Alva  Moulton  “ “ “ “ “ 

Asa  Bradstreet  “ “ " “ May 


20, 

24, 

21,  1835. 


24,  183G. 
23, 

20, 


17,  1837. 


1,  1838. 

2, 

9, 


G,  1839. 

3, 


3 


" 
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July 


Aug1 

Septcmr 


Lydia  Bradstrect  (Dau.  of  \Ym  B)  on  her  own  ac- 
count May 

Sophia  C.  Perkins  (Dan.  of  Amos  P)  on  her  own  ac- 
count “ 

Catherine  C.  Adams  on  account  of  her  parents  Benja 
P.  & Mary  Ann  Adams  “ 

Rosamond  P.  Ferguson  on  account  of  her  parents 

Thomas  & Huldah  Ferguson  “ 

Thomas  S.  Peabody  on  account  of  his  father  Au- 
gustine S.  Peabody  “ 

William  G.  Peabody  I on  account  of  their  mother 
j-  Almira  the  wife  of  William 
George  W.  Peabody j Peabody  “ 

Mehetable  F.  Adams  wife  of  Benja  F.  Adams  on  her 
own  account 

Frederick  Wallace  Perley -v  on  account  of  parents 
Greenleaf  Proctor  Perley  > Frederick  & Almira  P. 

Susan  Ellen  Perley  J Perley 
Emerson  P.  Gould  on  his  own  account 
Jonathan  P.  Gould 
Ariel  II.  Gould 
Moses  J.  Currier 
Ilenry  A.  Merriam 
James  E.  Gilford 
Elizabeth  Simouds 
Mary  A.  Gould 
Sally  F.  Gould 
Ann  Gould 
Ruth  P.  Batclielder 
Mary  E.  M unday 
Almira  P.  Perley 

Isaiah  M.  Small  “ his  “ “ Nc 

John  A.  Gould 
Ruth  Lake 
Eliza  G.  Adams 
Elizabeth  A.  Gould 

Mary  Ann  E.  Coburn  on  her  own  account 
Catherine  K.  Wells  on  her  own  account  Jany 

Lucy  II.  Lake  “ “ “ “ “ 

Huldah  Florida  Pike  \ on  account  of  their  par- 
Ithamah  Evandah  Pike  y ents  Benjamin  & Huldah 
Amanda  Dolly  Pike  J Pike  February 

Abby  Wildes  Wright  on  account  of  her  parents 

John  & Abigail  Wright  May 


5,  183'J. 


12, 


25, 

1. 


n her  own  account 


her 


3, 


5,  1810. 


10, 


17, 


' 


■ it 
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Minerva  Achsah  Pike  on  account  of  her  parents 

Benja  & Huldali  Pike  February  14,  1841 

Lucy  Abby  Peabody  on  account  of  her  parents  Kbe- 

nezer  & Abigail  Peabody  April  18, 


1841.  May  5.  "The  pastoral  relation  of  the  Kevd 
James  F.  McEwen  to  this  chh.  closed  agreeably  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  Council  of  February  last ; the  Parish  having 
paid  him  his  salary,  & two  hundred  & fifty  dollars  of  the 
sum  awarded  him,  & he  having  relinquished  one  hun- 
dred dollars.” 


<~/o 


4 "3L- 


2585  1. 


